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CHAPTER I. 



Towards the middle of November Lord Wentworth 1630. 

returned to Ireland. The accession of good spirits 

which followed his cordial reception in England had 
died away long before his second departure from his 
native land. He returned to labours hard as ever, and 
wliich had lost their freshness. He, too, had no 
longer the prestige of novelty in the eyes of the 
nation, and the well-deserved honours which would 
We recreated it had been refused by the King. 

Did Lord Wentworth ever ponder over the past, 
over the days gone by ; when, with Pjrm and Hampden, 
^th Seymour and St. John, and others of that im- 
niortal band, he pleaded and fought, and suffered im- 
prisonment for the liberties of the people ? Did he 
^1 to mind how gratefully those efforts had been 
received by those for whom they were made, and how, 
I f^flecting within the rapturous appreciations from with- 
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THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWORTH. 

1^36. out, he had cried, exultingly, *' Our hearts are a gift 
fit for a king?" 

Well, the King had the gift. And what was his 
valuation of it? 

Alas! Such thoughts as these would never do. 
The Lord Deputy of Ireland must to work, to work. 
That alone was to comprise his life on earth fi'om 
henceforth. Work without appreciation, without afifec- 
tion. " For, in good faith, George, all here below are 
grown wondrous indifferent ! " 

The first trouble that beset him on his arrival in 
Dublin was caused by the folly and injustice of the 
Protestant clergy. 

The bigoted spirit of Laud was abroad ; his deter- 
mination to reduce every man in the three kingdoms 
to the profession of the ritualistic Church of England 
was well known. Everywhere this meddlesome old 
man was causing mischief and revolt. For if there 
was one thing in vhich the three kingdoms were 
united, it was in the resolution that he should not play 
the Pope. He had been a constant torment to Lord 
Wentworth during the last three years, by endeavour- 
ing to persuade him to enforce pains and penalties and 
exactions against the Roman Catholics and Puritans of 
Ireland. Lord Wentworth was a staunch member of 
the Church of England, but his mind was far too 
capacious to dream of conversion by persecution. And 
the only excuse for persecution now, was the conversion 
of the people for their own sake alone. For they had 
fully bought the right of exemption, and by paying 
the contribution, had swept away all excuse of fines 
for the needs of the country. Yet, the Lord Deputy 
found that the Protestant bishops and their chancellors 
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had taken advantage of his absence, once more, to i^^- 
attempt the levy of the abhorred fine of twelvepence 
on every one who absented himself fi:om Church on 
Sundays. 

The whole nation was aroused. The priests and 
firiars took joyftil advantage of the opportunity to 
excite the people against the English, to persuade 
them they were betrayed, and enrage them with the 
apprehension of a terrible persecution. But for the 
wisdom and presence of Lord Wentworth, the rebellion 
of 1641 would have been anticipated. He instantly 
and indignantly stopped the Sunday fine, and at once 
wrote to Secretary Coke, to prevent any appeal 
against his decree. For this was one of his greatest 
difficulties. In dealing with the recusants of all sects. 
Laud, even, was against him and the King was with 
Laud. By his corrections of the scandals in the 
Protestant Church, Wentworth had made the clergy 
his enemies, and he well knew how dire a temptation 
to the King would be the money accruing from the 
renewed fine, and he hastened to put the matter in its 
true light before the English Council. 

And, first, he pointed out the imminent danger of 
rebellion — a rebellion which would cost far more to put 
down than the amount of the fine. 

" It is well known," said he, " what furious outrages 
and sad effects such rumours and fears have produced 
in this nation, and we that are upon the place do 
clearly see that with this people : Quo quid crudelius 
fctum factlius creditur^ especially in anything where 
their Religion is rubbed upon, or the Engliah govern- 
ment concerned. 

" It will be ever far forth of my heart to conceive 
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THE LIFE OF THOMAS VVKNTWORTH. 

^^^^ that a coDforming in religion is not, above all other 
thmgs, principaUy to be intended. 

" For, undoubtedly, till we be brought under one 
form of divine service, the Crown is never safe on 
this side, but yet the time and circumstances may very 
well be discoursed ; and, sure, I do not hold this a fit 
reason to disquiet or sting them in this kind, and my 
reasons are divers. 

" This course alone will never bring them to church, 
being rather an engine to drain money out of their 
pockets, than to raise a right belief and faith in their 
hearts, and so doth not, indeed, tend to that end it sets 
forth. 

" The subsidies are now in paying, which were given 
with an universal alacrity, and very graceful it will be 
in the King to indulge them otherwise, as much as may 
be, till they be paid. 

** It were too much, at once, to distemper them, by 
bringing plantations upon them and disturbing them in 
the exercising of their religion, so long as it be without 
scandal, and so, indeed, very inconsiderate, as I con- 
ceive, to move in this latter, till that former be fully 
settled, and, by that means, the Protestant party become 
by much the stronger, which, in truth, as yet, I do 
not conceive it to be. 

" Lastly, the great work of reformation ought not, 
in my opinion, to be fallen upon, till all incidents be 
fully provided for, the army rightly furnished, the forts 
repaired, money in the coffers, and such a preparation 
in view as might deter any malevolent, licentious 
spirit to stir up ill-humour, in opposition to his 
Majesty's pious intendments therein. Nor ought the 
execution of this to proceed by steps or degrees, but 
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all rightly disposed to be undertaken and gone through ^^^ 
withal at once. 

** And, certainly, in the meantime, since the less you 
call the conceit of it into their memory the better will 
it be for us, and themselves the quieter. So, as it 
there were no wiser than I, the bishops should be 
privately required to forbear their ecclesiastical cen- 
sures till they understood further of his Majesty's 
pleasure therein." 

These words of Lord Wentworth are well worth 
consideration, for other reasons as well as the events 
to which they especially relate. They are a fair 
measure of the influence of religion as taught by the 
Church of England at this time, and throw a great 
light on the cause of the rapid increase of Puritanism, 
independently of poUtical motives. 

Lord Wentworth was a stanch Churchman. In the 
Church of England he had been educated, and, amid 
his political changes, from her he had never swerved. 
He was the nearest friend of the highest dignitary, 
and was acknowledged by the English clergy at home 
as a faithful son. He regularly fulfilled the enjoined 
ordinances, and brought up his family to follow in his 
steps. 

Yet, what an idea of the office of religion do his 
words present ? The answer is easy. In his eyes, it is 
nothing but a form^ and a form, too, of very inferior 
importance to many worldly matters. He is perfectly 
honest in his simplicity ; and the result is altogether 
consistent. Recognising, as he does, the real conse- 
quence and weight of other things, it is quite im- 
possible that a mind so clear as his should place the 
small before the great. He measures the magnitude 
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^^^ of each by its consequences ; he sees that if a rebellion 
breaks out, or the subsidies suddenly stop, incalculable 
evil must follow. But if the people do not go through 
this ceremony, each Sunday, that he honestly believes 
to be religion, no harm will happen at present. That 
it can injure their souls, evidently never once enters his 
head. He sees it in its triviality. It is not only a 
mere tool, but a very insignificant tool in his eyes. He 
himself goes through all its forms, not as a hypocrite, 
but as a believer in them, as he believes in the forms 
of State. One form is called Court etiquette, the other 
Religion. Large sums of money have been appointed 
for the expenses of both, and he finds that one sum 
has been grossly abused, and applied to private instead 
of the public use for which it was granted. Such 
abuses cannot exist under his government, and hence 
the reformation of the Protestant clergy, whom he 
rates with as little reverence when, as he tells one, " he 
deserves to have his rochet pulled over his neck," as 
he would a pilfering usher. 

What a contrast to Laud ! Both men are equally 
sincere in the belief of the reality of the thing. They 
differ only as regards their comprehension of its mag- 
nitude. To Laud it is proportionably great and im- 
portant. It is the same kind of thing, made of the 
same material, and of the same shape to him as to 
Wentworth. Only, it is the largest thing in his life, and, 
consequently, all else is minute beside it. In his eyes, 
a war between Scotland and England is nothing in com- 
parison to the Creed of the service being read in a sur- 
plice ; and, for the life of him, he cannot conceive why 
his fellow- worshipper should hesitate at such a trifle as a 
jebellion, when there is a chance to enforce conformity. 
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The negative results are the same in both. Neither 1636. 



Wentworth nor Laud is influenced in the remotest 
degree by his religion in his personal conduct. It 
does not restrain Wentworth in his barbarity and in- 
justice to Lord Mountnorris, or Laud from severing 
the ears of Prynne. The first, though the Lord- 
Deputy of a kingdom, can amuse himself with the 
veriest gossip that ever poured from the lips of an old 
washerwoman ; the last, though the holy Primate of 
all England, can rail at his dead wife long years after 
she has lain in her grave. 

The joy and peace that crowns the true believer, 
whose hope in a lofty ideal compels him to purify 
himself, even as the bright object of his hope is pure, 
are to these, all unknown, undreamed of. 

And so they pursue their course ; each throwing his 
life into the greatest object of his existence. 

That the limited capacity of Laud never could have 
comprehended an enUghtened system of theology 
seems very probable. His ideas of the Deity have 
already been alluded to, and when we remember that 
he had the greatest opportunity, not only by having 
the Scriptures, especially the New Testament, for his 
daily study, with all the commentaries of the greatest 
minds, but that he had intercourse with Jeremy 
Taylor, whom, to his credit, he greatly aided and made 
his chaplain, and yet could attain no conception of 
spirituality, his case seems hopeless. He patronised 
Jeremy Taylor on account of the strong leanings 
of the latter towards episcopacy. But Taylor was 
then a young man, and, though he always remained 
true to his first opinions, they could not bar or 
swamp the soul that shines through his works— 
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1636. ^orks which would hare been mysteries to the 
archbishop. 

But for Wentworth ! Was not a spiritual religion the 
great want of his life ? To aU intents and purposes he 
was a pagan. Not only did he accept the husk for 
the grain, but he was ignorant of any other grain — so 
ignorant, that it never occurred to him to search for 
better things. And there was no chance of another 
offering them. The very fact of his great intimacy with 
Laud would be quite sufficient to keep aloof all men 
of an opposite persuasion. Laud claimed to be his 
ghostly father. Wentworth was entirely satisfied with 
him ; none else would presume to touch on sacred 
subjects with so high a personage. Then, too, by his 
residence in Ireland he was deprived of the chance of 
meeting those whose accidental conversation in the 
houses of his firiends might have awakened new chords 
in his souL 

Beautiful instances did happen in those unsettled 
times, when some rich man, wearied with the strife and 
tumult around, by chance, caught the quickening words 
of some great preacher whom he recognised as a 
heaven-sent friend. Such was Dr. Hammond, who, 
preaching by accident before the Earl of Leicester, 
was by him taken to Penshurst, where, among his 
hearers, was the young Algernon Sidney, then a 
boy. And such, some years later, was Jeremy 
Taylor to John Evelyn, who, hearing him discourse 
in St. Paul's Cathedral, besought his instruction, and 
found in him a spiritual adviser in joy, a consoler in 
sorrow, and a helpful guiding mind in all things, while 
the riches of Evelyn helped to soften the biting cares of 
poverty in the days of Taylor'^ distress. There are few 
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more beautiful friendships of this nature — ^friendships of ^^^ 
the soul, — ^than that of Jeremy Taylor and John Evelyn. 
And this it was that Wentworth needed. Some 
may consider him to have been incapable of it. With 
the two most learned Protestants of Ireland in his 
rule, Usher and Bedell, he had no communication ex- . 
cept such as related to official duties. But Laud had 
a prejudice against Bedell, and though Wentworth 
always spoke with respect of Usher, yet there was no 
sympathy between them. 

Another obstacle was the want of time. Went- 
worth's whole life was absorbed in the work of this 
^orld. He thought, indeed, that by going at the 
appointed times to church he fulfilled all that was or- 
dained. Had he recognised or been taught the solemn 
duty of constantly seeking for food for the spirit he 
^would have fulfilled it ; and who shall say with what 
result? Many a lonely being, hungering vainly for high 
crommunion with the living has, by the ceaseless study 
of the works of the great dead, alighted on words that 
liave kindled thoughts and hopes such as have opened 
new worlds to their delighted view, and changed the 
^w-hole current of their lives. 

What feelings, for example, might not the works of 

Philip Melancthon, or Luther, or Hubert Languet 

bave awakened in him ? A half hour with the divine 

^M monk, Thomas-^-Kempis, might have sent him to 

^lie beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount. If once 

lie could have dreamed there was a religion beyond 

^ visible Church— ^once have brought himself to 

ponder and set his mighty intellect to seek — what 

Blight he not have found ? — perhaps the missing spring, 

the lost chord of his life ! Alas ! that the story should 
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1636> still be SO common, that men witli capabilities far beyond 
the average, with powers to feel, should yet pass on, 
their noblest capabilities deadened, because they look 
upon the most vital of questions as " settled " for 
them, as if unconscious that every day a new thought is 
born into speech, that those who will not seek, cannot 
find! 

One thing is certain. Had the feelings of Lord 
Wentworth ever been fairly roused and deeply inter- 
ested, his soul would have rested in no narrow limits. 
Even in the pitiable form of his own ideas of religion 
he, at a bound, passes before all his contemporaries in 
one thing — he clearly recognises the utter impotency of 
persecution to produce conversion. 

" This course, alone, vnW never bring them to 
Church, being rather an engine to drain money out of 
their pockets than to raise a right belief and faith in 
their hearts.'' 

Could he have dreamed that " a conformity in 
religion " was not a petty cause, instituted by the com- 
mands of a man, with the equally petty object of 
"making the Crown safe on this side," but a result 
anticipated by the first founders of Christianity, of the 
truth they taught,* which should voluntarily crown the 
perfected civihsation of the whole world, and therefore 
a dream to be realised only after countless ages on 
ages have rolled away in futurity, but a dream to which, 
nevertheless, the humblest worker who made that end 
his object may contribute, how different would have 
been his system ! 

Still, in that age of bigotry, it was an unconscious 

* " There is one body and one Spiiit, even as ye are caUed in one 
hope of your calling." — St. Paul. 
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aid, even towards this, to recognise the folly and evil ^^^ 
of compulsion. If he did not thereby teach positive 
good, he left the road free to others to drop the seed, 
nor, in the common stupidity of the time, trod it 
underfoot Time alone is the test of the virtue of the 
plant. In the beginning, the wheat and tares are too 
much alike. Wisdom has declared they must be allowed 
to grow together until the harvest. 

A fit of ilbess attacked the Lord Deputy almost 
immediately on his return from England, and it was 
perhaps no injury to him to receive various letters 
consulting him on the private affairs of his friends. 
His reputation for wisdom and influence seems quite 
to have overpowered the remembrance of his inces- 
sant occupations, and very little consideration was 
shown in the continual interruptions on his time — 
leisure we cannot say ; that was to him an unknown 
word. Still, it may have been well to divert his 
mind. 

Among other petitioners, was one for his counsel 
and influence from the Countess of Leicester, sister of 
his friend the Earl of Northumberland. The Earl of 
Leicester had been for some time ambassador extraor- 
dinary in Paris, and, like all the servants of Charles, 
had to complain not only that his salary was long in 
arrear, but that his expenses far outran his allowance. 
The Leicesters were poor, with twelve children, and 
the Countess was tired of the honour of serving on such 
terms. 

Another constant correspondent was the poor ex- 
Queen of Bohemia. Her two sons were now in Lon- 
don, and she seems not to have felt such perfect 
confidence in her royal brother as to render it unwise 
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_ to ask Lord Wentworth to befriend them, while the 
two youths themselves had their requests. All received 
patience and courtesy at the hands of their friend, i 
It is almost a relief to read the lightness of his answers 
to them, as a sign of some subjects not overweighted 
with care. 

Though he himself had been disappointed in pro- 
motion — and it most truly made no difference in his 
manner of fulfilling his duties — -yet, it did not alter his 
opinion with regard to the necessity of rewards and 
punishments in the case of others. He thought it 
would be very advisable to stimulate the zeal of the 
Commissioners ofDefectiveTitlesbymakingtheir profits 
agree with their work. He, therefore, had ^vritten to 
the King recommending a grant of four shillings in the 
pound to the Lord Chief Justice and t!ie Lord Chief 
Baron of Ireland on the first yearly rent raised upon 
the commission of defective titles. 

The King had agreed, and the result was found to 
be 80 encouraging that lie now advised the same pleui 
to be pursued vfith the Chief Baron and Barons of the 
Exchequer in the case of the composition of the recu- 
sants, which at present failed to satisfy expectation. 
Except in his own case, Lord Wentworth was utterly- 
sceptical as to the influence of love or houour in the 
fulfilment of service. " Reward," he said, " well 
applied, advantages the services of kings extremely 
much; it being most certain that not one man of 
very many serve their masters for love, but for their 
own ends and preferments." 

He liad, also, an especial repugnance to employing 
poor men in great services, and such as required any 
outward display. "If," said he, "his ilajesty once 
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found the advantage to his affairs and treasure that 1636. 
might be got by employing, cceteris paribus^ men of 
blood and estates, the difference would quickly let him 
see how great it is betwixt a person that brings £12,000 
a year to spend in his service, and one that will look 
for as much from him to bestow upon his own wasteful 
and vain expense, and be a means to make others 
press less upon his bounties; and when they have 
them, husband them better, after they shall observe 
that the King finds he may be served with as much 
honour and more profit by others for nothing, than by 
themselves to his excessive and, it may be, scandalous 
charge/' 

The King acceded to his request with regard to 
the percentages, which had the double effect of quick- 
emng the scent of the officers of the Crown and 
binding them to Wentworth, who had been the means 
of this unlooked-for profit. 

Still, this affair of the defective titles, lucrative as it 
was, was wearisome work. The jurors who had de- 
cided in Lord St. Alban's favour against the King 
were still in prison for their verdict ; but, not caring to 
waste away their lives in captivity, acknowledged 
themselves wrong, and wrote to St. Alban's, begging 
Wia to yield his lands and themselves to the King s 
niercy. He accordingly went to Secretary Coke and 
presented their request, begging him to apply to the 
King for pardon, seeing that they all yielded the 
<li8puted point. 

But Coke took another view. He told St. Alban's 
tiat, to speak to the King without first speaking to 
the Lord Wentworth, would be an affront to the latter, 
whom he must first consult, and to whom he counselled 
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.w«'. J jjjjj to write. But Coke took care liimBeli before lie 

~ fc^KT of St. Alban's could reach the Lord Deputy, to 

write* a rather unnecesfeaiy letter, Bugresting that it 

wiiH Hcarcely consistent with the King's honour to 

pardon, Beeing that the imprisoned juir rielded not to 

tho Kind's justice, but his power. Besides, by a 

panlon tho King would lose the aD-precious fines due 

for anituniaov. Of course Wentworth was of the 

KHino opinion. The unfortunate St Alban's wrote a 

sad and t^ubniissivo letter, pleading most pathetically 

tvr tho jury ; but in vain. They had committed the 

ciituo, in this world, so often irreparable, of consden- 

tix^nslx opjHViing those who were stronger than tfaem- 

5*i^K\v< a:\1 >\bi\ therefore, could not yield without 

iu>l^^:v^ ^'^5' ix'tsubilitv of their having been in the 

IN^ :ii>.vcr5^^r.::>o::: and fining of the jury of Ghdway 
N:^i\ NSic%: : ^ !>, siSt of the name of Mountnorris in 
jtK ..vx:x ^c>-*'^^^ < wrc^ng. They are among the 
^•vxx. N.\-,5^ .: 1 ,ri "^Vvri worth's life. 

; vx ^ >- v" V \ , r.T.njorris, too, it did not pass 
, .. , . .. ^ r: H.Viand was heard to remark 
- ..- . -. >t "tCTrr vvf the Lord Wentworth 



\« » 



• ^>. 



xk.^ .. >.^\- - v ---: cGalway, and possibly pro- 

* -^ -^-^Iments in Flanders to 
. ^ - ^ T -r: ri>:'nedto Wentworth, 
- - .:s:v'Sc--i to mercy by them. 
: '-.. ": .:: he soon received 
.jinis of the Londoners 
^^ . :JL- instead of £5000, 
- <:/-: iTOodnews was 
_.,;>^^-i<s in the other 
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For money, always the King's greatest need, was 1636. 
particularly wanted just now. It was difficult for 
matters to look more threatening everywhere but in 
Ireland. The tyranny of Laud was goading the people 
on to a religious war, both in England and Scotland, 
and, but for his wiser friend, would have done so in 
Ireland. 

Lampoons and Ubels were everywhere published 
about him. Some fell into his own hands, which he 
sent to Lord Wentworth, first to read and then bum. 
The aspect of foreign affairs was no brighter than that 
of those at home. The death of the old Emperor of 
Germany had given Charles some hopes that the dis- 
position of his successor might be different. Accord- 
ingly, an ambassador was despatched, to endeavour to 
persuade the new emperor to enter into treaty to 
restore the young Elector Palatine to the throne of his 
father. Any one might have predicted the result. 
The miserable condition of England was well known. 
All her military fame had been lost under the Duke 
of Buckingham and the shabby little expeditions to 
deliver the Palatinate. It was hardly likely that a 
foreigner should yield for love what he had no motive 
to give up for fear ; especially improbable that a strong 
Roman Catholic should give up a kingdom to a weak 
Protestant. 

The embassy was a total failure. The ambassador 
was coldly, almost uncourteously, received, and 
dismissed with a mean present, and a quiet, firm 
refusal. 

Many a heart in England throbbed, many a cheek 
burned with shame and humiliation at such treatment, 
as the thoughts of Englishmen turned back to former 
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:B3a ilavB^ and remembered what their coimtry had been 
bi^re the Stuarts came to degrade it 

Even Charles was moved — moved at the personal 
^i&ont, imd longed to avenge it* Like a child, he 
i^ike of going to war, as if war were a trifie, 
ii simple matt«* of inclination to be indulged at wilL 
Thus closed the year 1636. 



CHAPTER n. 



The new year opened with heavy rumours of foreign 1637. 
war. 

Hitherto, the King had refrained from consulting 
Lord Wentworth on other subjects than those relating 
to Ireland, or such as affected his own duties. He 
DOW for the first time enlarged his confidence. 

He informed Wentworth that since the return of his 
ambassador from Germany, he had perceived the im- 
possibility of restoring his sister and nephews to their 
dominion by fair means, at least, without threatening. 
He had, therefore, formed a strictly defensive league 
with France,* and joining in confederation with Den- 
mark, Sweden, and the States, he proposed that all 
ibold unite in their demands. If these demands 
tere not compUed with, or so long delayed as to 
imount to a denial, then the allies were to proclaim 
fte House of Austria, with aU her aUies, enemies. 
Bat he had informed his friends that his share of the 
war must be performed on sea, not on land. He was 
Ksolved not to meddle with land armies. 

When we think of the condition of his own kingdom, 
kow he proposed to plunge into this war without even 

* Tlie treaty was not signed^ but the King had no doubts of the 
i^fiigBCflB of the French. 

TBI. n. 
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1637. consulting or calling together the great council of the 
nation, we can scarcely be surprised at the blind reck- 
lessness with which he waived all dangerous con- 
sequences. He concluded his communication with the 
following remark : — 

" What likelihood there is that, upon this, I should 
fell foul with Spain, you now may see as well as I. 
And what great inconvenience this war can bring to 
me, now that my sea contribution is settled, and that I 
am resolved not to meddle with land annies, I cannot 
imagme, except it be in Ireland. And there, too, I 
fear not much, since I find the country so well settled 
as it is by your diligent care. Yet I thought it neces- 
sary to give you this watchword, both to have the 
more vigilant eye over the discontented party, as also 
to assure you that / am as Jar from a Parliament as 
when you left me.^^ 

Yes. Quite as far from a ParUament. The sea 
contribution that he spoke of as so surely settled was 
the ship-money. How soon it would have been fol- 
lowed by a land " contribution,'' but for the resistance 
already made, is pretty evident from the cool style of 
this letter. But for Hampden and his friends, we 
may be quite sure the King s resolution not to meddle 
with land armies would have been rather less decisive. 

Lord Wentworth was dismayed at the news. War 
with Spain he had deprecated ever since his residence 
in Ireland. He had no confidence in the French. 
Their late behaviour about the pirates was quite 
enough to show how hollow must any profession of 
friendship be on their side. They were much more 
likely to draw the English into a trap or make a tool 
of them. Lord Wentworth was not alone in his dis- 
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trust Sir Henry Vane gave it as his opinion, that, i637. 
" if the French join with us for the Palatinate and that 
Prince's restitution, we shall be engaged certainly into 
a war. But my opinion is that they will suddenly 
undertake the same with us by conjunction, but make 
peace by themselves, if they can attain it, and that 
this offer of ours will facilitate the same with the 
House of Austria, if it be not already done." 

Added to this disbelief in the good faith of the 
French, was the general conviction of the inabiUty of 
England to undertake her own part. 

Lord Cottington wrote to Went worth : " The 
common people in London and Madrid do believe the 
peace will break between the two crowns. What the 
league with France and some other things concerning 
ihe Prince Elector may unwittingly produce, no man 
knows, nor doth any man understand better than your 
lordship, how unfit we are yet for a war." The Earl 
of Northumberland, who held his office of admiral of 
the fleet much against his own will, on account of the 
bad pay and bad management alone, was still more 
displeased at the prospect. 

" Anjicer," said he, " is lately come from my Lord 
of Leicester with propositions, as is conceived of much 
advantage for us, if we will yet enter into a league 
with France, to which the King is much more inclined 
since the coming home of my Lord Marshal,* who hath 
folly represented unto him the disrespect offered unto 
his Majesty by the House of Austria and the impro- 
babiUty of getting anything from them by treaty. 

" The assistance of our ships, and some levies of 
men, are the demands of the French, for the which we 

* The Earl of Arundel, who had been the ambassador. 

2 
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1637. require the share of all their conquests, and that no 
peace may be assented unto by them, until the Prince 
Elector be restored to all his possessions and dignities. 
"About this matter the Foreign Committee doth often 
attend the King, and, on our part, all things are almost 
absolutely resolved o£ 

" The general opinion is that we shall break with 
Spain. 

" To speak freely to your lordship, although I look 
upon all these things but at a distance, yet I can per- 
ceive full of confusion, and those who are the principal 
managers of them do not well know how to form or 
digest designs of that nature. 

" The Prince Elector seemed lately desirous to put 
himself iuto action, and was by some led on with a 
belief that if he would go to sea and undertake any- 
thing against the Spaniard, he might have many 
adventures with him and large contributions from the 
people of England. My Lord Craven, for a pattern, 
was to furnish the Elector with ten thousand pounds. 
But the backwardness of everybody else in following 
this example hath quite dashed those designs." 

The following piece of intelligence is ever memorable 
as recording one of the greatest disgraces ever in- 
curred by the English Bench : — 

" For the better enabling his Majesty to perform 
these great undertakings, the judges have all of them 
(not one dissentmg) sent this day unto the King their 
opinions of the legaUty of taking the shipping money. 
So, as now, those that are refractory will, by a legal 
proceeding, be brought to conformity." 

It needed not these opinions to impress Lord Went- 
worth with the imminence of the danger of war under 
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present circumstances. Besides the risks in other ^^^ 
ways, there was one that touched hun very nearly. 

It was not possible that he should have bestowed 
such profound thought and labour on Ireland, and not 
feel a proportionate interest in his work. He was 
becoming attached to the country, and, notwithstand- 
ing his severity, had really her prosperity at heart. 
Anxiously he had sought to remove the obstacles likely 
to check her growth in the shape of the taxes on coal, 
cattle, and horses. He had fought several battles to 
prevent her from being pillaged of her revenue, and 
to apply it to her own good. 

If, in the matter of the prohibition of the manu- 
&cture of wool, he had inflicted a heavy injury, it arose 
more from the ideas of the age he lived in than from 
any tyrannical intention. Free trade, and the right 
of every land to develop to the utmost every grain 
of its natural resources, was then a theory unknown. 
That it could be best for all in the end was undreamed 
of. Woollen cloth was the great EngUsh staple, and 
had Wentworth promoted its trade in Ireland, he would 
have been overwhelmed with outcries from home. 
And the compensation he made in etablishing the cul- 
tivation and manufacture of flax he believed to be an 
ample compensation. If needed, he would have pro- 
hibited flax in England as much as wool in Ireland, as 
an article of profit. Now, he thought each had her 
share. 

As yet, the great scheme for victualling the Spanish 
navy was waiting fulfilment. Next to that of the flax, 
it was the best promise of wealth to Ireland ; for, once 
established, it would never stop at the navy, but Spaia 
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^^37. would be the highway through which the productions 
of Ireland would pass to the adjacent countries. 

All this would be upset by a war. And the worst 
of it was, this war was sure to be fruitless. Small was 
the chance of the Elector ever regaining the throne of 
his father. Everything was against him. His kingdoBa 
was but a few years old, and his family had had no 
time to root themselves into the hearts of the peopV^ 
deep enough to draw forth that passionate loyalty tha»* 
at last becomes superstition, and will support the mo^* 
unbearable tyrants from no other cause than attacti--" 
ment to traditional usages. He himself had neith^^ 
money, talent, or bravery. 

And in a renewal of the attempt that had so ofte^^ 
failed to accomplish this task, what precious progress 
was to be sacrificed ! Happily, the warnings of Went^ 
worth were enough, seconded as they were by twc^ 
other circumstances. 

One was that the reports of approaching war, afc 
once, put a stop to the profitable sale of the land in. 
Galway and other royal possessions in Ireland, touch- 
ing the King in the most tender point. The other 
was that the French themselves began to give prooF 
of the justice of Lord Wentworth's estimation of their 
good faith. They delayed the signing of the treaty 
on every pretext, till, at last, Charles himself lost con- 
fidence, and resolved to follow the advice of his wiser 
minister, and Wentworth had the satisfaction to receive 
not only an assurance from Mr. Secretary Coke that 
there was to be no war with Spain, but the following 
lines from the Kmg himself:— 

" I thank you for your considerations concerning 
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war and peace, but, by your favour, ye mistake tKe ^^^' 
question. 

" For it is not whether I should declare a war to 
the House of Austria or not, but whether I shall join 
ynih France to demand of the House of Austria my 
nephew's restitution and state, being, as I judge, in a 
very good and ready way towards our own defence." 

On again preventing the duty on coal Lord 
Wentworth thus expressed his pleasure : — 

" It contents me much to hear that the coal business 
is settled without prejudice to this people. For I fore- 
see the kingdom is growing apace, and a thousand 
pities it were by bringing new burthens upon them to 
discourage those that daily come over, and must (or 
nothing will) make it flourish. Especially when but 
Ijy a short forbearance till they have taken a good and 
sound root, his Majesty may, at after, gather five times 
^ much from them without doing any hurt, where a 
little pulled from them at first, breaks ofif their Suit in 
the very bud." 

This last sentence is most painful as showing how 
the highest and best of the speaker's ambitions, that of 
making Ireland a prosperous and happy country, was 
poisoned by the same venom that entered all his other 
ideas — ^the thought of how the King should gather the 
fruit, not how he should cultivate it for the good of 
the country. 

But he most carefully warned those who were 
Waiting, that nothing must be expected till conformity 
^f religion was established, or, at least, till the major 
P^ of the Irish were Protestants. And it is quite 
hkely that seeing this to be impossible, at least, in his 
own day, that while it would not have been safe to 
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1637. order to see what he could furnish cheaper in Ireland, 
instead of sending home for all that was wanted.* 

This was not to save expense alone, but to see 
whether these vessels might not be made to help in 
another design in addition to that of keeping the seas 
safe. This object was one ever present to the mind 
of Went worth, and was never lost sight of in connec- 
tion with his other plans, namely, to render Ireland as 
productive as possible, and make it profitable to others 
to encourage her productiveness. Only had this 
great and beneficent idea to yield when some counter- 
purpose crossed it, such as the fear of taking the 
wool trade from England, or of rendering Ireland so 
prosperous and powerful as no longer to need th© 
sister country, whose afiectionate caresses resembled 
rather the hugs of a bear than the embraces of gene- 
rous kindness. 

The following estimate, drawn up by Lord Went- 
worth, is very valuable, as showing the prices in that 
day. Hitherto, also, the men had cost 8c?. a day for 
provisions : — 

Estimate of the St Patrick, burden 300 Urns, for eight mofUht. 

£ 8. d^ 

The ship, with her equipage, trimmed and fitted to sail at 

100/. per month's charge 800 ^ 

For the wages of 60 manners, with the officers, at 203, each 

man, one with another, 602. per month . . . . 480 ^ 

For the victualling of 60 mariners and 40 musketeers, at 

6(2. apiece, 752. per month 600 ^ 

For the gunners' store of powder and shot • . . . 100 ^ 

;£1980 ^ 



♦ Letter of the Lord-Deputy. State Papers, Ireland, MS. 
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Estimate of the smalUr ship of sixty Urns. 163". 

£ s, d» 
The ship, with her equipage, fitted to sail at 26/. the 

month, for eight months 200 

For 30 mariners, with the officer8,>t 20«. apiece the month 

^^8 24000 

For Tictualling of SO'' marineis and 10 soldiers, at 6d. 

apiece per diem, being 30i. per month . . . . 240 

For powder and shot 40 

^20 



"So that the charge of the two ships for eight 
Hionth's service amounteth unto the sum of £2700, 
lowing only 6c?. per diem for each man's diet ; and 
Qo pay for the musketeers in regard they are allowed 
"^ Majesty's pay in their several companies. 

* Upon better advice, I find the lesser ship to be 
undemianned at twenty mariners. And therefore, 
ft is thought fit to make them up thirty. And accord- 
ingly you will find the estimate to be rated.* 

" Went WORTH." 

Not content with the improvements made, the Lords 
^f the Admiralty expected more. 

Formerly, when the coast-guard was a mere name, 
^^^ same vessels that "protected" the shores of 
freland served also for the coasts washed by the Severn, 
And this was now required. 

But Wentworth, at once, pronounced it impossible. 
^^, he pointed out that when this was done, the cost 
^f the vessels was defrayed by England. But now 
^t Ireland paid it, it was not right she should include 
%lish expenses. 

* State Papers, Charles L Ireland, MS. (original). 
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1837. Secondly, the trade then was so small, Dublin being 
the only frequented port, that there was little to do, 
even for a pirate. But, now, there was a harvest in 
every haven to be watched over. Such an extent of 
water could not be covered by the vigilance of a single 
ship. It would be much better for the English vessels 
which had so little to do to cruise from the Severn to 
the Land's End.* 

Another piece of old economy had again been at 
work. The new sailors sent this year to Sir Beverly 
Newcomen were of the old cheap, bad kind. He was 
positively afraid to go to sea with them. Yet neither 
he nor Wentworth had power to dismiss them, they 
having been sent by the English Lords. 

" It were not only a pity, but great shame," said 
Wentworth, " to have the ship endangered for want of 
able and good mariners." And he begged for a com- 
mission for Sir Beverly to press new men at Bristol, 
where the best seamen were to be found in plenty. 

Suddenly, a terrible and unexpected loss befel the 
Lord Deputy and Ireland. Already, Captain Pluto* 
leigh had been tdken from his work by hopeleB^ 
disease, and, too soon, the brave and good Sir Bevet^J 
Newcomen was to follow. 

On the 28th of April, by Lord Wentworth's reque6*» 
he had set sail for Waterford, in order to sound tb^ 
depths of the river, that he might be able to give ht^ 
opinion as to whether it would afford safe anchorage 
for the two vessels during the winter. While engage^ 
in this work, the pinnace was suddenly seized by a gal^ 
and overturned. Of sixteen on board, five only wer^ 
saved by a fishing-boat ; the rest, including Sir Beverly, 

* Letter of the Lord Deputy. State Papers, Ireland, MS. (original). 
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his only son, his lieutenant, and master carpenter, all ^^^' 
went down. The whole sixteen were washed ofiF by 
the same wave, after which, by that mournful fate that 
leaves the Kving to perish and saves the inanimate, 
the pinnace righted herself and was safely towed 
ashore.* 

Lord Wentworth at once sent her to Bristol to refit 
and obtain a new captain. 
But Sir Beverly was hard to replace. 
"Indeed," said Wentworth, "this gentleman is 
generally lamented in this place, and his Majest/s 
service will, I fear, suffer awhile by his death. For he 
was, I am persuaded, the ablest seaman the king had 
on this coast, very hardy, but vigilant and well affected 
in the employment. 

Besides, some years' experience will be required, I 
assure you, to make up such a man for the guard of 
tiiis kingdom.*' 

But Wentworth begged the Lords to send him, at 
least, an able man, and that at once. And also one 
^ho would reside in Ireland. It was miserable 
management when, according to previous usage, the 
public servants resided in one country while their work 
lay in another. 

But good news arrived just now from the expedition 
to Sallee. Since its departure, both the English and 
Irish coasts had been safe from the Moorish pirates. 
By blockading their ports. Captain Rainsborough not 
only kept them from sallying forth, but there was 
every prospect of obtaining the Uberty of the poor 
En^h and Irish captives who had been sold as slaves, 
tad of restoring them to their homes. 

* Ijetter of the Lord Deputy. State Papers, Ireland, MS. (original). 
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1637. One great disappointment ensued. Hopes had been 
entertained of finding large quantities of saltpetre in 
Ireland. A patent had been granted and a company of 
men sent over to dig and manu&cture it ; it was then 
to be forwarded to England to be made into gun- 
powder, for Lord Wentworth, not deeming it safe to 
manufacture that dangerous article in Ireland, had 
expressly warned the King to prohibit it. His warning 
proved needless, for, after a rigid search all over the 
kingdom, no saltpetre could be found, and the attempt 
was one of the few useless expenses incurred by the 
Lord Deputy. 

But most other things prospered. The rumour of 
war had prevented the usual tenants from leasing the 
fishing of Deny, which had brought to the King a rent 
of £1000 a year. So Lord Wentworth at once set 
fishermen to work for the King, and with the result 
of 240 tons of salmon, which he sold at 15Z. a ton, 
and calculated that when the cost of fishing, salting, 
packing, and casks was deducted, he should clear 
£1400 instead of the £1000 hitherto gained by letting. 
Enormous sums were also gained by the imposts on 
tobacco, wines, pipe-staves, and the licences of ale- 
houses, yam, &c. 

Exultingly he pointed to the results of his measures : 
" Howbeit, my Lords, the then justices, and with them 
this whole council, informed his Majesty, before my 
coming into this kingdom, it was impossible to im- 
prove his revenue here, save only by imposing twelve- 
pence a Sunday on the recusants ; yet all these par- 
ticulars, leaving that penal duty untouched, make up 
the increase of threescore and ten thousand pounds 
by the year, whereof the better half is already 
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actually settled. And most confident I am the rest 1637. 
will also be so shortly/^ 

As he intended to take a short excursion into the 
country, before going, he held a review of half of the 
whole army, with the object of seeing the troops 
exercise in large bodies as well as in the private com- 
panies. Another reason was that the sight of so large 
a number of soldiers confirmed the feeling of security 
among the loyal, and overawed those inclined to rebel. 
Though 'satisfied on the whole with their progress, 
ivhen he considered their condition on his first arrival, 
ihey were still below his standard. The revenue and 
the army were the two great objects of his care and 
pride. 

"I will never rest,** said he, "till, by God's help, 
the army contain as ready and well-armed men as 
shall be possible, and nothing be wanting unto them 
hut only the experience of fights themselves, which 
jet I trust there will be no occasion to bring them 
nnto." 

With the oflBcers formerly so wretchedly ineflBcient, 
and standing towards their regiments somewhat as the 
clergy did to their churches, he was now quite satis- 
fied, pronouncing them a company of gallant gentle- 
men not inferior to any in other armies. 

Indeed, his resolution to bring the whole army 
together, once every year, in Dublin, there, with his 
own eye, to take account of the manner in which both 
officers and men performed their duties, had a wonder- 
ful eflFect. Both were moved to do their best by that 
fear of punishment and hope of reward on which the 
Lord Deputy depended. Beneath his immediate eye 
none could think to pass unnoticed. 
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1637. Nor were the men themselves the only objects of 
his care. He was most particular with regard to the 
horses, and hated nothing more than the sight of a 
scraggy, undersized, or timid animal in the regiment 
He was at present very dissatisfied both with the horses 
and their training. 

" The horses," he said, " must be of much greater 
value, and made bolder than now they are ; an assurance 
which they can only be won unto by much labour and 
custom ; yet, if they want it, shall sooner disorder 
themselves than an army. A horse impatient of drum, 
colours, or fire being altogether in a manner imservice- 
able, and therefore, once made, there should be an 
order that no horseman should change or put away 
his horse without the licence of the general." 

Next to his fear of the revenue being appropriated 
to English uses, was his dread of the army being les- 
sened or removed. Indeed, the fruits of his labours 
were so tempting, that there was a constant danger of 
their being gathered by others. Hence, he was con- 
stantly obliged to sound the warning notes of poverty 
and peril in the ears of the King, and to keep him 
oflF the present by the hopes of future and greater 
gatherings. False economy he dreaded quite as much 
as extravagance. With the army, as with the revenue, 
he referred to the blessed time of conformity of 
reUgion as the only safe hour for reduction ; '' for, if 
ever it be resolved on sooner,'' he declared, " it would 
occasion mighty disorders and insolences in Ireland, 
and, consequently, great unquietness and charge to 
England." The greatest care was to be taken that 
the troops should, if possible, be British, but in any 
case Protestants. He absolutely distrusted the Roman 
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Catholics, and deemed it altogether unsafe to invest _l??Ii_ 
them with any responsible office ; and this not at all 
from bigotry, but because his own observation con- 
vinced him of its necessity. The Roman Catholics 
owed allegiance to a foreign power hostile to England. 
They were completely in the hands of the priests, who, 
at the least sign of disobedience to their commands, 
threatened them with excommunication, while the 
boldest breach of the laws of their country met with 
absolution and encouragement. 

While Wentworth was guilty of the most despotic 
acts to the wealthy, and, above all, to landowners, 
there is ample evidence of his care for the prosperity 
<)f the labouring classes. 

His maxim was to pay well, exacting good work for 
good pay. Both soldiers and sailors found the benefit, 
W merely in the increase, but the punctuality of their 
^ages. The same system was carried out to all he 
employed. " Thorough " was his maxim in work as 
^ell as in politics. And not merely did he guard the 
interests of the people by his care that the public 
revenue raised by taxes, customs, &c., should not go to 
England, but he applied the same arguments to the 
^nts arising from the Crown lands. 

Thus the King, having yielded on the former point, 
^liought there could be no objection to receiving the 
^nts of the lands of Londonderry, forfeited by the 
poor Londoners. 

But, at once, Wentworth sent over reasons against 
"iis. He said he held it most prejudicial that these 
rents should be paid into the English exchequer. 

first, there was the great want of coin in Ireland ; 
secondly, to carry the rents over in money rather than 

TOL. II. D 
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goods would be to lose at least a hundred pounds out of 
every thousautl in the customs ; thirdl}', it might be 
lost at sea or robbed by laud, — io which case, it was 
gone for ever. If sent by letters of exchange, there 
would be a loss of twelvepence in the pound. 

It would create the greatest discontent among the 
people to see the money raised in their country car- 
ried to England to be spent. They would say, as 
they had done formerly, that unless the expense was 
kept up to the income, they and their posterity should 
become beggars by the carrying away the coin into 
England. 

Instead of this, Wentworth's plan was for the 
whole amouut of the rents and profits derived from 
these lands to be spent in Ireland in paying the 
King's creditors there, and iu purchasing such com- 
modities as should benefit the people as well as the 
Crown. If these were then carried to England, they 
would, by means of the customs, still farther benefit 
the King. 

This was always his policy. He never advocated 
the advantage to be all on one side. Thus, in his 
great scheme of carrying Irish goods to Spain, he 
proposed not to bring back the money in coin, but in 
the shape of such goods as should be profitable to the 
Spaniards to sell and the Irish to buy. And, always^ 
by this plan there was the advantage of the customs 
for the King. 

Charles appears to have been wonderfully tractable 
at this time. Though he said this question of the 
rents of Londonderry required consideration, yet he 
agreed to everything else named by Wentworth. The 
war was given up. He promised to leave the revenue 
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ii Ireland, and also that he would listen to none of 1637. 
the petitions for land there, with which he was con- 
stantly pestered. He declared the army should in no 
way he lessened. Lord Wentworth was to have his 
way about religion ; and, in fine, nothing could exceed 
Ids satisfaction and pleasure with the works of the 
lord Deputy. It is wonderful how great an impres- 
sion a few words of this kind from the King seemed to 
make on Lord Wentworth. Charles knew it, and made 
them serve in place of more soM recompense. At 
present, therefore, all things seemed prospering. The 
revenue, the army, the plantations, all went on well. 
New lands were gained for the Crown, under the Com- 
mission of disputed titles. The nation at large, which 
gained rather than lost by these forfeitures, seemed 
contented, and Lord Wentworth found himself at 
liberty to taste the autunm in a little country ex- 
cmnon. 



s 2 



CHAPTER IIL 



1637. An exquisite susceptibility to the efiFects of the ^ 
. was as is, indeed, the case with all highly nervous 
constitutions, a marked characteristic of Lord W^tr 
worth. It was unfortunate that his duties compelled 
him to a city life. In London, he had always felt the bad 
influence of the close-packed houses and population, 
which, if immeasurably smaller than at present, were 
yet still more deleterious, owing to the entire absence 
of all the sanitary arrangements which render a mode- 
rately well-ordered workhouse in our day, a much 
safer spot than a palace two hundred years ago. 
Dublin was, probably, not so bad as London ; at least, 
it seems to have been far less subject to the plague 
and similar diseases, but, still, to a delicate person it 
was not like the country. 

Among the many most unjust reproaches that were 
cast on the Lord Deputy was that of his " building up 
to the sky." 

He had found it necessary to provide himself with 
a retreat, where he could, from time to time, escape 
from Dublin by a short journey, and there recruit his 
exhausted frame by a purer atmosphere and a change 
of scene. 
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Travelling on business connected wiih the Crown i637. 
lands, into the region of the Byrnes, he was astonished 
and delighted with the, to him, hitherto unknown 
beauty of the country. He pronounced the moun- 
tain scenery to be the finest he had ever seen, 
while game of all kinds sported in the richest 
abundance. 

At once, he gave orders to erect a hunting seat, sur- 
rounded with a park, where he might, at any time, run 
^own for a few days. 

In addition to this, he built, at the cost of £6000, a 

country palace at the Naas. It was of immense extent, 

^d altogether on a magnificent scale. Though erected 

at his own expense, it would have been, as he himself 

avowed, a most ridiculous structure for the use merely 

of a private nobleman or gentleman. But he had 

another object in view. With the exception of the 

fikattered old castle which, as we have seen, he was 

forced to repair to render it barely safe as a dwelling, 

there was no royal residence in Dublin, and none at 

all in the country. It was needful that there should 

be one worthy the dignity of his office for the Lord 

Deputy (whoever he might be) and his family to use. 

He had undertaken to build this on such a scale as, 

should the King be satisfied with it, he could at any 

time purchase it at cost price ; if not, as Lord Went- 

worth said, he must be content to keep it himself and 

smart for his folly. It was fitted up with state-rooms, 

and famished royally, according to the magnificent 

taste of the owner, in accordance with the purpose for 

which it was intended. 

Here, and at his own little dwelling in Wicklow, 
which cost no more than £1200, he by turns sought 
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1637. a little repose. He well knew how it was gradged 
him. 

" But/' said he, " gnash the teeth of these gallants 
never so hard, I will, by God's leave, go on with 
it, that so I may have a place to take my recreation 
for a month or two in a year, were it for no other 
reason than to displease them, by keeping myself, if so 
please God, a little longer in health." 

These short intervals, interrupted, as even they 
were, by State affairs, were yet ' the only pleasures of 
his life. Here, as he expressed it, he used to play the 
Kobin Hood. Here, in the country of mountains and 
woods, he hunted and chased all the outlying deer he 
could light upon, and heartily did he enjoy the sport, 
notwithstanding the opposition of myriads of tiny ene- 
mies in the shape of midges, who bit him till he was 
disfigured for a week at a time. Often, he laughingly 
declared, did these little wretches, younger brothers 
to the mosquitoes of the Indies, tempt him to 
play the shrew soundly, and scratch his face in 
six or seven places, to gain relief from their venomous 
bites. 

Fishing, also, was a favourite amusement, and he 
seems to have been as well acquainted with the best 
methods of preserving and cooking the spoils of the 
chase and the waters as any professional artist. 

From the country he dashed off the following 
sprightly letters to Lady Wentworth, repeating his 
delight in the beauty of the scenery that greeted him 
on his tour. 

It is a great pity we have none of the letters to the 
icJiildren so frequently alluded to. 
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Lord Wentworih to his Wife* 1637 

" Sweet Heart, 

" We are thus far gotten in health, God be praised, 
thereon the best country, indeed, I have ever seen 
ance my coming into Ireland. Yet, am I not so much 
taken with it as that I could not be content already 
to be with you at Dublin. For Will, his coming to 
Cork, I leave it to yourself; but, in my opinion, it 
would be over troublesome and toilsome a journey for 
Hm, so I rather wish he might meet us at the Naas. 
Commend me to Nan and Arabella, and tell them I 
wish them some of the good plums we meet with here, 
^d some of the partridge we kill in abundance with 
our hawks every day. 

" And so I will bid you good night after that I have 
told you that I am very perfectly. 

" Your truly loving husband, 

" Wentworth. 

"Clonmel, this 13 of August, 1637." 

Lard Wentworth to his Wife.^ 

" Sweet Heart, 

" We have despatched all our business very happily, 
and after a noble entertainment we had from my Lord 
of Ormond at Carrick, are this morning going towards 
Limerick. I had the grace to remember your service 
to my Lady of Ormond, but, in truth, had not the 
memory or my wits about me so far as to remember 

* Lord Houghton's CoUection, p. 19. 
t Lozd Houghton's CoUection, p. 20i. 
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• 

^^7. it to the rest, for which I humbly beg your pardon. 
For, albeit, the first is more than I had in charge firom 
you, yet out of good congruity and implicit compla- 
cency to what I might judge to be your will, I ought 
to have done the one as well as the other. Yet to 
obtain your remission I must tell you some news fit 
and reasonable for ladies. My Lady of Ormond is not 
so inclined to be fat as we thought she was at Dublin. 
My Lady MacCarthy, to my eye, improves not in her 
beauty. My Lady, sister to Castlehaven, if she be not 
the handsomest of the company, her ladyship is much 
mistaken ; yet be it spoken to you in private without 
profanation, nevertheless, to her beauty, my Lord of 
Ormond's yoimger sister seems to me much the hand- 
somer ; only if I were of her counsel, I should desire 
her to beware lest she grew fat too soon. 

" My Lady Thurles hath the mien of a lady of wit 
and spirit. So you have all I have to trouble you 
with, so as you have no more to do but to give my 
title the reading — 

" Your very loving husband, 

" Wentworth. 



" I beseech you pardon me, for in trutli I was so 
blockish and amazed in good company as I am able 
to give you no relation of what they were or how they 
were dressed. 

"Clonmel, this Friday, 1637.'' 



A 
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Lord Wentworik to his Wife* 

" Sweet Heart, 

" Thus far we are got forwards from you, or rather 
backwards towards you, for now, the further we go, the 
nearer we are our return. 

" I have not seen anything so noble since my coming 
into this kingdom as is this place. And a very fine, 
sweet country all along. Here, the town hath enter- 
tained us with the force of oratory and the fiiry of 
poetry, and rather taught me what I should be, than 
told me what I am. And yet, for all this, I find not 
myself the prouder, nor out of love so with my own, 
bnt that I desire to be back to see my house at the 
Naas, and after, as fast as I can, to Dublin, when I 
shall begin again, and so to the end constantly go 
on m the resolution of my being 

" Your loving husband, 

" Went WORTH 
"KttKENNY, this 16th oj August, 1637." 

Lord Wentworth to his Wife.1[ 

• 

" Sweet Heart, 

"Through foul weather and ways we draw nearer 
JOB, and this day are for Cork, where I purpose, 
if the weather serve, to stay till Saturday, come 
Kven-night ; then to the Naas, where, having stayed 
ifew days to order my business, then I am, God 
miffing, for Dublin. 

* Lord Houghton's Collection, p. 21. 
t lioid Honghton's CoUection, p. 22. 
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" "We are all in good health ; only left James drunk 
" at Kilkenny, and have here Captain Southworth with 
only ha!f-a-cro\vn in bis purse, which makes him some- 
thing grave ; and that the more that, unless it fall to 
my share, not odc man of the company will lend him 
a crown. 

" If this week have been as foul with you as with 
us, I am persuaded you mil be soundly weary of your 
Gonnaught journey, and then you will see I am good 
in the perspectives as well as in the prognostics ; for, 
according to my confidence, against all other men's 
opinions. Sir Thomas Wayman, we hear recovers. 

" Little have I more to say, but that which, in deed, 
is a very great deal, so with that, in full truth and 
purpose, I am to continue always 

" Your loving husband, 

" Wentwoeth. 

"Castlehaugh, this Fnday mornmrj" 

Lord Wentworth to his Wife* 

" Sweet Heart, I 

" I shall desire you not to come hither at this | 
time. For being wrangling and busy with my work- 1 
men, I am extreme ill women's company. But when 
the house is ready to receive you I shall in no place see \ 
you more gladly. Besides, those hoyting journeys back- i 
ward and forward, ofall things I love not; they are good ] 
for nothing but to disorder companies and spoil houses, | 
and therefore I ])ray you let us have as few of them as I 

* Lord Houghton's Collection, p. 23, 
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may be. My business here dispatched, I will come ^^*'- 
with all speed to you ; nor shall you need to meet 
me on the way, being to come into town with much 
company, and the sword before me. In which case 
you will find the Deputy's wife never came ; nor, in- 
deed, decently can in her coach without being either 
sooner or later than were fit 

" I am glad Nan is so well, and conditionally that 

I may have the happiness to find you both so, I will 

^ dispense with your meeting of me no sooner than in 

: the presence chamber, where, as in all other rooms, 

yon shall undoubtedly find me, 

" Your loving husband, 

" Wentworth. 
"Naas, this 12th of September, 1637. 

"Pray you remember my service to my sister 
Dillon, and, by your next, let me hear how she 

doth." 

To his sister, the Honourable Mrs. Dillon, who was 

in delicate health, he firequently wrote, and we have 

ier acknowledgment of his " lines so lull of nobleness 

and aflfection." * 

Poor little ** Mrs. Ann *' seems to have inherited the 

weak constitution of her parents, for we often find 

allusions to her ill health in the various letters. 

Thus Mrs. Dillon regrets she cannot " go to wait on 

her," and " trusts in God she mends." 
There was also another person, at least, as much if 

♦ Letter to the Lord Deputy, 2, 103. 
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^1637.^ not more interested in these expeditions than the chief 
himselfi And that was the Archbishop of Canterbury 
who seems to have borne a strong resemblance to the 
abbots of old in other matters besides Ritualism. What 
these matters were the following extracts from the 
epistles of the Right Reverend Father to Lord Went- 
worth will show : — 

** I find by your letters, as I said, you are gone on 
hunting. I hope you will find a time to go on fishing 
too. For I mean to be a very bold beggar, and de- 
sire you to send me some more of the dried fish (I do 
not know what you call it) which you sent me the last 
year. It was the best that ever I spent. 

" And now you cannot say but I give you warning 
enough. If it prove not too much, 'tis well. For I 
doubt you will go near to hunt it out of your 
memory, and then think to stop my mouth with 
some of your hung beef out of Yorkshire, which, to 
your skill and commendation be it spoken, was the 
worst that ever I tasted, and as hard as the very horn 
the old runt wore when she lived. Nor would I have 
you think that I go against any old proverb in this. 
For 'tis one thing for a man not to look a gift horse 
in the mouth and another how gift beef relishes in 
one's own mouth.* 

** But since you are for both occupations, fish and 
flesh, I wonder you do not think of powdering or dry- 
ing some of your Irish venison, and send that over, to 
brag, too." 

Laud seems to have felt a profound affection for all 
species of fish. Thus again he writes : — 

Laud was fond of a pointless jest. 
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" Your Ulster eels are the fattest and fairest I ever ^^^7. 
saw, and 'tis a thousand pities there should be any 
error in their salting, or anything else about them. 
For how the carriage should hurt them I do not see, 
considering that other salted eels are brought as far 
and retain their goodness. But the dried fish was 
exceedingly good." 

Again. '* Tis well that your hunting hath not made 
you forget your fishing, but I sometimes fear if it be 
yet to come from Galway, it will hardly get hither by 
Lent And it is the best Lent provision that ever I 
met with, next to old Sir John Ling. 

" As for venison, if you have any purpose to salt 
that the next year, your philosophy is very good. It 
will not take salt if it be heated, and therefore if yon 
do make danger in the English-Dutch sense of 'peri- 
okhmfacere^ you must do it upon such venison as is 
shot dead in the place, otherwise, all, both labour and 
charge, are losf 

No one would think any the worse of the writer 
for heartily enjoying a good dinner; on the contrary, 
there is a good-humoured tone about these anxieties 
with regard to the creature comforts that would, alone, 
be rather harmlessly contagious than otherwise. 

But when we find, in the same letter, side by side 
with the gloating description of the fat Ulster eels, 
the following complaint, that too much mercy was 
shown to the wretched victims of the hangman's shears, 
then the whole becomes inexpressibly brutal and re- 
volting, and Laud stands forth in all the coarseness of 
his cruelty. 

'^But what say you to it, that Prynne and his fel- 
lows should be suffered to talk what they pleased 
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1637. while they stood in the pilloiy, and win acclamations 
from the people, and have notes taken of what they 
spake, and those notes spread in written copies about 
the city, and that when they went out of do(m to 
their several imprisonments, there were thousands gof- 
fered to be upon the way to take their leave, and God 
knows what else ? " 

Little did Laud dream that his own notes on dis 
event would be also " spread in written copies," and 
altogether to the honour of the English poor, who 
never showed themselves in so bright a light as on this 
occasion. 

Just at this period, he was much annoyed by the 
reports circulated that he and Lord Wentworth had 
quarrelled, and that the latter had greatly diminished in 
his esteem for him. It was certainly a pure invention. 
No quarrel had ever taken place, and Wentworth 
hastened to assure him of his " love and service," which 
he declared he should carry with him to the grave. 

Laud was so much consoled and so grateful for this 
assurance, that for the moment it subdued even his 
bigotry with regard to Ireland, and he expressed his 
conviction that it was a pity that a constant forbear- 
ance should not be shown there, so that the English 
might be induced to settle ; and he voluntarily pro- 
mised Wentworth to promote his wishes with the Irish 
committee in every way in his power. 

No sooner had Lord Wentworth returned to Dublin, 
than the slight improvement in his health disappeared, 
and the gout seized him with its former malice. As he 
painfully expressed it, while it made him able to do less, 
it gave him time to think more. To his ghostly father 
he complained that his enemies were trying to make the 
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King believe that lie was making too much money ie37. 

for himself, and had two or three and twenty thou- 

sand pounds a year coming in. As he justly said, 

there was no crime in the bare fact, even were it 

double as much. He had six thousand a year of his 

patrimonial property m land, a share for a short time 

in the farm of the customs, which he acknowledged had 

jiTOved to him a greater profit than ever he had 

dreamed of. But then, as the enormous rise in the 

customs was owing to his own good management alone, 

this profit was merely a necessary consequence. It 

would have accrued to any other farmer, but as he 

was the means of the increase of over twenty thousand 

pomids a year, he surely had a greater right to the 

bim than a mere stranger. This was all he had in 

addition to the same salary and privileges accorded to 

his predecessors in office, while, on the other hand, his 

expenses were fer greater than theirs. His horse 

troop alone consisted of a hundred, where previous 

deputies were content with forty ; and while they were 

enabled to save five hundred a year out of the pay 

aDowed, he was forced to spend out of his own pocket 

sereral thousands more than he received. 

Another charge was the immense amount of land 
be was buying constantly in Ireland. Here, he ac- 
bowledged that appearances were against him. On 
liis own account, he had not invested more than 
thirteen or fourteen thousand pounds in land, but he 
liad been seeking good purchase both for the King 
&d Lady Carlisle, and his enemies at once concluding 
it to be all for himself, had raised an outcry accord- 
^. So far firom giving the King any real cause 
i jealousy, he had closed his eyes to bargains that 
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would have been most profitable, and which he would 
"fully have been justified in aecuring for himself, in 
order to save them for the King : one, especially, which 
costing fifteen thousand pounds only, he calculated to 
bring in two thousand five hundred pounds a year, 
and double as mucJi when the present leases were 
expired. " Let them," he cried, " set beside me, first, 
one of tJtcmselves that hath turned from himself to 
the advantage of the Crown a bargain of so mighty a 
profit, which honourably and justly he might have 
brought to the help of his own private fortune, as I 
might have done this, and then, at after, let them 
burtlien me with my greediness of purchasing. 

" In the mean space, let them for shame hold theix- , 
tongues, however the malignity of their eye pursue m^ j 
still. I am content ; if I grow not the richer, I trus.t I 
to grow the better, living thus under their discipline.*" | 

Then came the general charge of about as mucTi < 
value as general and vague charges usually are. 

The King was told that the Deputy grew " monstroxia ' 
rich." 

But said Weutworth most justly in answer :■ — 

" Have I in the least falsifie'd or neglected the trojsts 
of my most gracious master ? 

" Have I corruptly or oppressively taken from liis 
people? 

" Have I been a burden to his coffers more than fot 
those his princely entertainments * which others have 
before had, and others must again have after me in ■ 
these places? 

* " Entertriimnent,'' lite many a word still in common aae, had the**'l 
n different meaning. It signified nalory, or payment for work. Th»>* ) 
the " tntertainmcat " of a tuldiiir, ic, was hia pay. 
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and judgment of the King. But who can do that with 
"another? What mortal is high enough for us to cast 
all our cares, all our responsibilities upon him 1 

" I am none of those insolent servants," said Lord 
Wentworth, " that shall strictly call upon myself ray 
master's justice without any grain of his favour. To 
him with all reverence and humility, I seek for his 
remission, his compassion of alt my defects, all my in- 
firmities, in the pursuit, in the fulfilling of his good 
pleasures, the rather in regard of the uprightness, how- 
ever, of my heart to his person, to his affairs. 

"But," he added, with a burst of passion, "I 
will break to fitters, die before I take from any so 
affected towards me, a better being, nay, indeed any 
being at all ! " 

" Well, then," he continues, in bitter soliloqajj 
" thus I am become rich, able, I hope, in some reasi 
able time, I praise God and his Majesty, to pay ev) 
man his own. 

" Was I not, in some measure, so before I had 
honour to serve his Majesty? Or shall that be a ci 
in me which they so heartily desire themselves — nai 
perchance, in their grudging souls, lay it already as 
great and grievous fault upon his Majesty, that 
hath not made them so likewise ! 

" Or can it be any othei- than pleasing to 
gi'acious, noble, or generous master that his honest ai 
faithful servant grows rich under him ? 

" I confess, I am so great lover myself to have 
servants thrive, as I believe all others like minded.' 
This was quite true. Lord Wentworth was a go( 
and generous master — not one of those who indul_ 
idleness imd negligence by allowing work to be iM 
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one. He exacted the fall measure of service ; he i637, 
etumed the fall amount of reward, and always showed 
n appreciation of faithfalness, and took a personal 
aterest in the welfare of his dependents, that greatly 
sndeared him to them. So far from showing any mean 
^ousy, he was always ready to aid them in any good 
plan for their prosperity. 

He declared that up to the present time he had only 
increased his original estate by thirteen thousand 
jounds. Certainly, not an unreasonable addition, when 
Ufi capital, his wonderfal talent for improvement, and 
the just and fair opportunities of his position are con- 
adered. Indeed, setting aside the last, there is little 
doabt that as a private gentleman at fall liberty 
ke would, as he declared, have been able to have 
"put more crowns into his purse at the year's end 
1 Ibn at present." 

No doubt the severe pain of the gout helped to 
liiarpen his mental sufferings. Certain it is that the 
irtelligence of the intrigues that were going on in 
fiigland to shake the confidence of the King, had a 
ifflerable effect upon him. It was in vain he wrestled 
tit his spirit and tried to be calm. He found it 
inpoesible. 
" How to digest this, how to turn it to good nourish- 
lot, to my health ; this,'' mourned he, " is the diffi- 
dty. The humour which offends me is not so much 
ipr as scorn and desire to wrest out from amongst 
iibi my charge. For, as they say, if I might come 
teS^t for my life, it would never trouble me, indeed 
lAfldd then weigh them all very light, and be safe 
•fer the goodness, wisdom, and justice of my 

b2 
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1637. *' Again," he sadly mnrmnrs, " howbeit I am 
resolved of the truth of aU this, yet to accuse myself 
is very uncomely. I love not to put on my armour 
before there be cause, in regard I never do so but I 
find mvself the wearier, and sorer for it the next 
morning/' 

Profoundly tragical is the condition of feeling here 
revealed, ilany an innocent sufferer will here behoM 
reflected the struggles through which he has passei 
How many have been the victims of slander either 
utterly false, or, a thousand times more villainous, based 
on some distorted fact — ^who are made to feel that. the 
strong, unscrupulous enemy is retailing his falsehoods 
in all directions, in the ears of those who perhaps for 
years have professed friendship, and of others whose 
esteem they value and merit, who, probably, if they 
knew the real truth, would spring with horror from 
the liar to the side of the injured. But no public 
accusation is made, no chance is given to disprove. 
The victim, uncalled for, feels it impossible to volunteer 
the proof of his innocence, and has silently and with- 
out the power of defence to rest under the knowledge 
that everywhere the poison is being scattered. For 
the reticence by which he is bound is not needed by 
the destroyer. The same auditors who would stare 
amazed at an unasked defence, complacently receive 
an accusation. And not one in ten thousand, even of 
professed friends, while unhesitatingly retailing the 
evil word, have the bare jjistice to go straight to the 
absent and ask the truth. 

And this was what Lord Wentworth felt He 
knew that the false charge was being uttered, not only 
to his friends, but to the King. But not one, not 
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even the King, had either driven away the accusers i63 
with scorn and disbelief — or demanded a full explana- 
tion, that Wentworth might clear his name. No. 
They had all listened and talked, and had he remon- 
strated, would perhaps have answered : " We did not 
befieve it "' — but of that he was not sure. 

The silence of Charles was the worst ; and more 
than ever did his faithful minister feel the withhold- 
ing of that public recognition of his worth, which 
Would have crushed all slander to the ground. 

Laud, with all his faults, was a true friend, and to 
him it was that Wentworth, sick in soul and body, 
turned for the sympathy his heart craved. 

" Therefore," he said, " altogether to seek in myself 
what to do, I have here opened my grief, and do 
most humbly beseech of your advice and counsel what 
were best to be done." 

If, there be one thing pre-eminently pathetic 
among the myriad sorrows of human life, is it 
not the weaJkness of the strong, the humility of the 
proud ? 

Can it, indeed, be the haughty Deputy who says : 
" Indeed, my lord, you know that I have not had any- 
thing of late from his Majesty which might give a 
public testimony that I am graciously accepted in this 
employment (albeit, private ones I humbly thank his 
Majesty I have), which, in good faith, I think is one 
occasion which emboldens them thus to fall upon 
me. 

" And I wish, through the opinion that I stand not 
ftill to his Majesty's liking in my service in this 
place, his Majesty's affau-s may not suffer as well as 
myself. But fall that as it may, I am resolved never 



/. 
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iGiJT. _ to gtir that stone more. Dead to me it is to be for evo*. 
Indeed I neither think of it, nor look for it. 

** I have had a sharp fit of this. So soon as I am 
able, I will answer your last letters, but indeed I am 
at present weak and extreme weary with what I have 
done already." * 

Weak, weary, overladen with work, saddened with 
shmders, in addition to merited rebukes, he Med to 
ask why should the King balk his own clever plan 
for putting the odium of royal breaches of faith and 
other wrongs on his minister, by giving public proof 
of liis approbation of him ? On the contrary, it would 
be reversing his owii policy. 

Ihit Laud did his best for his fiiend, though not 
({uite in the wisest manner, as he incautiously named 
matters better in every way to have left out He 
road the whole of Wentworth*s complaints of lus 
onennes' charges, to wliich the King, as usual, replied in 
the cheap way of a few words of praise. Thus, know- 
ing it would be repeated, he told Laud that Wentworth 
wjw a brave servant in his place. He approved the 
oiler to sell him the new palace, but took care to give 
no decisive answer. He said he was satisfied wifli 
Wentworth's service, advised him to treat all fcdse 
reports with contempt, to remember his own metaphor, 
and not to weary himself with putting on his armour 
till worse charges were made against him than had 
ever been yet, which he w^as confident would not 
happen. He denied that he had listened to the revilers, 
who, however, told a very difierent tale. As to Went- 
worth's private income, it mattered nothing to him how 

* The Loid Deputy to the Archbishop of Canterbuiy, 2, 109l 
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lich 80 good a servant became, so long as it was not 1637. 
taken wrongfully either from himself or his people. ' 
Only when Laud let out that the Deputy had made 
much more than he ever expected from the farm of 
the customs, the King's tone changed to one of grudg- 
ing impatience, and he said : " But he doth not tell 
you how much," which at once led Laud to fear the 
effects enough to remind Charles that he had formally 
granted the farm to Wentworth and Radcliffe, and how 
well they deserved it. And though the King hastily 
assented with a " Yea, God forbid else," still his tone 
80 belied his words, that Laud thought it needful to 
put his friend on his guard, and to warn him that there 
had lately been some mutterings about these same 
customs at Court, and that it was to be feared some 
new applicant was nibbling at them. 

The resolution to apply no more for a title or any 
public recognition of his services by the King was 
highly approved of by Laud. He said he was sure 
that it would come in the end, but it was better to 
leave the King to his own time. He could not under- 
stand that it was not at all as a gew-gaw, but as a 
protection under so many heavy responsibilities, that 
Wentworth desired it. 

He also strongly advised him to adhere to his deter- 
mination that whatever his enemies might say in 
secret, by no means to defend himself or take any 
notice till they spoke openly. He also counselled him 
to thank the King for his present gracious messages, 
and to ask his Majesty to let him know if any more 
charges were brought against him, and call him to 
account, so that he might thereby have a chance to 
speak for himself. 
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Laud always gave him honest replies to Lis applica- 
' tions for advice in difficulty, never flattering him by 
words likely to please and yet injure. In the present- 
case, he concluded liis rather pauiial confirmations oE 
Weiitworth's unwilling submissions Jby saying, very 
truly : — 

" You have made ine bold to give you counsel, aaA 
80 I ciiallenge from you that you pardon all defects in: 
it. And where you fiud it weak, as I doubt 'tia 
all along, that you forget not it proceeds firom a 
faithful heart, though an understanding of no greau 
reach." • 

The Lord Deputy's spirits were now probably =- 
little revived by the first earnest of success in his flan: 
speculation, which, however, none besides himsel 
appear to have worthily appreciated. 

He despatched his first cargo to Spain. It wa-* 
indeed aii object that well merited his self congratula.- 
tion. He had sown the seed, erected the looms, and 
now laden a ship with the perfect linen, AVith it he 
sent a letter to the Duke of Sidonia, informing him 
that this was his own private design at present, but 
tliat he hoped hereafter to extend it into a national 
interest. Ho had taken especial care that this first 
export should be of first-rate <|uality, and he hoped 
to leave behind him, in a prosperous linen trade, 
monument of the honour and good affection he always 
professed to the Spanish nation. 

Aa far as the return of these feelings went, he ob- 
tained but fittle gratitude at the hands of tlie Spanish, 
The miserable intrigues of the Roman Catholics in 

* The Archliifihop of Cdnlerbuiy to the Lord Deputy, 2, 127. 
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Ireland were an incessant source of anxiety to liim. ^^^'^' 
Nothing could be worse than the continued behaviour 
of the Irish priests and their mgratitude to the Lord 
Deputy. 

Most truly could he say that since he had held oflSce 
in Ireland, not the hair of any man's head had been 
touched for the free exercise of his conscience, nor 
was there any difference made between Protestants 
and Catholics in the administration of civil justice. 
All that was required of them was equal obedience to 
the laws. It has also been amply shown how much 
care the Lord Deputy had taken to protect their 
Uberty, and. how many a battle had been fought by 
himself alone in their favour. 

The return made by the priests was to attempt, by 
every means in their power, to incite an insurrection in 
Ireland, and to cause war between England and Spain, 
by obtaining the help of the latter. Bitterly dis- 
appointed at the staving off" of the, by them, hoped-for 
war made by the King of England, and of which they 
trusted to take a bloody advantage, these men, pro- 
fessed servants of the Prince of Peace, tried to bring 
it about by other means. 

" There is," said Lord Wentworth, alluding to these 

priests, " a nation of the Irish the whilst that wander 

abroad, most of them criminous, that forth of an unjust 

yet habitual hatred to the English Government, delight 

to have it believed and themselves pitied, as persecuted 

forth of their country and ravished of their means, for 

their religion only ; stirring and inciting all they can to 

I blood and rebellion, and keeping themselves in coun- 

i tenance by taking upon themselves to be Grand 

' Seigniors, and boasting and entitling themselves to 
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in the case of the jury of Galway. But when his i637 
wishes were readily met, he always advocated forbear- 
ance, and dwelt on the need of keeping good faith to 
those who relied on his promises. AVhile the illegal 
demand for ship money had been refused in various 
places, the northern counties under his presidency had 
complied to the utmost. Their reward, therefore, was 
to be called on to pay in addition certain levies which 
were due in other places. The North Riding of York- 
shire especially was ordered to pay a contribution for 
the carriage of ship timber within the bishopric of 
Durham. 

At this even Wentworth stopped, startled at the end- 
less prospect of taxes, which, as a rich native of 
Torkshire, would fall heavilv on himself. 

At once he addressed a remonstrance to the Privy 
Council of England. He said, indeed that the sum 
demanded was not much, it was therefore not on 
account of the amount, but of the precedent such a 
payment would afiFord to the fixture, that he protested. 
He pointed out that Yorkshire having never received 
any help or advantage from the bishopric of Durham, 
it was most unreasonable that she should be called on 
to pay an imaginary obligation which Durham could 
well afford herself. When a palace was built for the 
King at York, the county unaided had to give no less 
than £12000 all at once for the expenses of the 
carriage of materials of wood, stone, and lime for the 
building. She never dreamed of calling on other 
counties to help pay for what took place entirely within 
her own domain. Why, then, should these other 
counties not do the same? There was not only no 
precedent for this demand, but no need for it: the 
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i«37. sum was quite inconsiderable and the bishopric able 
easily to pay it. 

Moreover, it was peculiarly hard, seeing how prompt 
Yorkshire had been in complying with all previous 
orders. That every year, in obedience to the English 
Council, she had levied between five and six hundred 
pounds, in order to refurnish the magazines with 
powder and shot, and although this largely contributed 
to the defence of the neighbouring counties, they were 
not called upon to give a shilling. Then, with what 
cheerfulness and readiness had the call for ship money ! 
been answered. As much as were equal to six sub- 
sidies had been given in a single sum and had beea 
one of the first payments. (Wentworth here spoke of 
Yorkshire alone — some demurring having been made 
in the other parts of his presidency.) 

He, therefore, did most earnestly desire that the 
Council would countermand the order they had given, 
which, he again repeated, was dreaded, not on account 
of the amount, but as affording so perilous a precedent 
for the future.* 

Nothing could be more just and clear than this- 
But what is still more worthy of notice is the exact 
parallel it presents with the objections formed bj 
Hampden with regard to the ship money. Both wet^ 
taxes illegally levied. Both were protested against ot^ 
that very ground. It is difiicult indeed to understand 
how the author of such words, so strongly expressed 
could see any harm in the same thing in another 
Only in the miserable inconsistency of human naturt 
is the cause to be sought. 

♦ The Lord Deputy to the English Council, 2. 110. 
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Laud had written to his friend that Hampden's case ^^^- 

?as now before the court — adding that it was the 

most important news of the day. It was to this that 

Wentworth made his celebrated reply — one that has 

perhaps done him more damage in the eyes of posterity 

than any other of all the reckless utterances to be 

foimd in a correspondence, which, had the writer ever 

dreamed that it would be published to the worlds 

would have been more cautiously worded. 

"Mr. Hampden," said Wentworth, " is a great 
Brother (Puritan), and the very genius of that nation 
of people leads them always to oppose, as well civilly 
as ecclesiastically, all that ever authority ordains for 
them. But in good faith, were they right served, 
they should be whipt home into their right wits, and 
much beholden they should be to any that would 
thoroughly take pains with them in that kind." 
And again — 

" In truth I still wish (and take it also to be a very 
charitable one) Mr. Hampden, and others to his like- 
ness, were well whipt into their right senses. If that 
rod be so used that it smarts not, I am the more 
sorry." 
After a low and ribald jest, he continues : — 
" As well as I think of Mr. Hampden's abilities, I 
take his will and peevishness to be full as great ; and 
^thout diminution to him, judge the other, howbeit 
not the Father of the Country (a title some will not 
stick to give unto them both,* to put them, if it be 
possible, the faster and farther out of their wits)." 
We have here a striking illustration of the singular 

* Wentworth here aUuded to one of Hampden's fellow-suflferere in 
^ fines for ship money. 
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i63y> deficiency in Lord Wentworth's great intellect that 
has already been alluded to, viz., his inability to com- 
prehend the nature and disposition of others. 

We have the description of Hampden, not only id 
the acts of his life, his own letters, and the words of 
his friends. But even his foes have added their testi- 
mony that, if ever there existed a man to whom the 
charges of self-will and peevishness were inapplicable, 
absolutely ridiculous in their application, it was Jolm 
Hampden. 

Long since have his claims to the possession of a 
" flowing courtesy to all men," a remarkable cahnnesR 
and sweetness of temper, been conceded to him on all 
sides. Indeed, with a most happy natural tempera- 
ment, with good health, with perfect domestic happi- 
ness, and the highest and safest condition of worldly 
prosperity — ^that of a rich country gentleman living on 
a large and beautiful estate of his own — ^it would be 
a miracle, indeed, if he had been peevish. 

And it is the most profound testimony to his exalted 
worth, that he was willing to sacrifice this most happy 
life, rather than quietly to rest in that selfish enjoyment 
miscalled peace, that — safe itself — turns a deaf ear to 
the wrongs of others. A more beautiful example of the 
truth that they who are the most ready to sacrifice 
their own happiness for the welfare of others are in 
every way the most worthy of it, has never yet been 
witnessed than that given by Hampden. 

Such a nature as his was peculiarly incomprehen- 
sible to the unhappy Wentworth, who was capable of 
quite as great sacrifice in a cause that he prized, and had 
virtues of his own which cannot be too highly rated. 
He had also obstacles in his path from which Hamp- 
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en was joyfully free. The incessant anguish inflicted i637* 

D him by his bodily diseases, increased by a naturally 

3rvent and excitable temperament, kept him in a con- 

•tant fever that rendered calmness, such as was the 

latural heritage of Hampden, impossible, even with 

the best and most persevering e£forts on his own part. 

Then the amount of unnatural overwork of the hardest 

kmd to perform would have weighed down even a 

healthy man. The ceaseless anxiety attendant on such 

tremendous responsibility would have saddened and 

rendered irritable at times the most cheerful. And 

tiie want of appreciation and a£fection in the man to 

whom he had devoted all things — pledged all things, 

Baust of necessity have produced a restlessness and 

gloom in proportion to the depth of his feelings ; while 

the complete ingratitude with which his best attempts 

and those most honestly made were received by the 

people who reaped the benefit, could not have failed to 

generate a bitterness in the sweetest nature. 

Often has the contrast been drawn between Hamp- 
den and Wentworth, invariably to the glory of the first 
^d the shame of the second. 

But Hampden himself would have been the very 
first to see the utter impropriety and injustice of con- 
tragting them and judging one by the other, from 
Jio better ground than that both went into Parliament 
^ the same time and with the same opinions. 

Supposing both to have been exactly equal in all 
tte highest moral and religious principles that gave 
tlie law to Hampden's life, and all the other difierences 
fe have remained, still must they have been as far 
*Part, as diflFerent in results at the end of life, as beings 
of two opposite species. Hampden in Wentworth's 
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i".'^::; L. '.v::l \VeL:worth"s trials, would have left as 
ilirKT.::- .ir. ini^u-e ir'i-ni his present one to posterity, as 
Wcurw .r:L. :ri ihe p«:)!?irion of the great patriot, has 
♦Iv'Ut ii: !.:> ••^xi. allorte*! sphere. 

X.rliiu^is r^ore common in criticism than to reverse 

tlif a: fvii.rrj'i paihs of men, and glibly to point out 

huw <T.;.:L. ;i cur.} would have acted in such a place. 

But :ruv. r :• a cenain degree, of common minds, how 

iiu-fi'ally u: .re <«.^ of those great originals who have 

let: ilicir <ui:i.;» ou the sands of time is it, that eacli 

has l:> .■.:<::: juishinj character, which, however modi- 

tie^l iv L:rLu:Li<tances, never can be exchanged with 

n:; t'.Lor. A:- 1 tlie tirst CTeat step to justice, from the 

iijrUiost vtrl^\l comment to the sternest sentence of ■ 

national law ; riioiuiced at the hiirhest tribunal, is to 

woiirh tlio>c >urr».nmdiugs which press on individual 

humaniiv vxi all sides, and from which it cannot 

escape. Ouly thus can real responsibility be truly 

measured — oiilv bv so doinsr can the critic and the 

iiulire escavc the cuilt of crueltv and wrons:. 

It is not f«rhis passionate temper, for his gloom, 
his decisi"U, his wealth, his magiiiticence, even his 
change of party in politics, that Lord Wentworth is to 
be condemned. 

Neitht.'r is it for his sweet temper, courteous 
manners, preference of the cause of the people and 
clearness ot' vision, that Hampden is to be lauded. 
The i::reut, the marvellous difference between these 
two jiireat men rests on the same sunple cause that in 
all ajjes has separated the few exceptional good from 
the mass ol" the world. 

11 is the vlilTerenee in the height and innate power 
of their moral standard. 
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Lord Wentworth's conscience was scarcely worthy i637. 
tiie name. 

To Hampden, Conscience was the law of life. Were 
it not fpr the fact that in his youth and freshness he 
witlistood the first trial, and really did undergo fine 
lod imprisonment in the cause of right, it could 
scarcely be considered that Lord Wentworth had 
a conscience at all. At the most, all that can be 
aajd was that it was bom, it lived a short and 
sickly youth, it flickered at last into an unnatural 
and deceptive, probably self-deceptive, brightness, and 
then sank down to rise no more. Henceforth there 
was no barrier to arrest the most unlawful trespass — 
no prop to support the most perilous weight of re- 
sponsibility ; and not, alas ! what in happier destinies has 
oocurred, a friendly grasp to seize and draw back 
into the right and narrow way. The intellect, bereft 
of its guard of honour, had to trust to its own strength 
fi>r guidance, and though, by dint of its clearness of 
vision alone, it was able to distinguish much that was 
beautiful, good, and useful, its very length of range 
led it to fix its eyes on the distant treasures that a 
weaker sight could not reach, while it overlooked the 
mire of the road visible to humbler travellers. 

But with Hampden, the very strongest and highest 
point in his character was this very virtue of Con- 
science. Like a Spirit of Good through life it preceded 
iim, heralding the path lawful to be trodden. It 
grew with his growth, and however lofty his progress 
m mental graces, in this it was higher and more rapid 
stilL Like a fair bow of promise, it spanned every 
action, shedding a celestial beauty on all below it. 
It ns remarkable that in Wentworth the highest time 
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~', zidz 1^ "m'f 'v-J^^ z*:z il*f izifa^ire and n^ti 
kizi "Jia.: :• ci»r:r zr.ci "rlr: .jjLik :f *czipcidoii, bnt iJ 

Hjzit«:»^- -tf--r :-.riJi 1.1^^ :»f^z zi the position 
^tzr^.rii. ^ici "iii:? ^zx: ?r4:::ir>r of his characl 
il.L-r. Ht z_jri: ii l:-i«r<::> lave changed 1 
•: 7 ::i: . :l.5. 1:11 i-od-f -.vtc a s-ir^rstitious lovali 
Bn: L.:liz^ .:'ili l^ivf :>^^^CJuied him that it ^ 
r^'LZ :: <~r:«.r: 1 zulz ji :aL5ch'»i cmeltv, d 
l:L-r<:7. iz : :»or-:Lr7. Ee k-^ew h his duty to snpp 
lie rl:'i:, :: '::'-'I^■- :lr wr:r.i:. He knew that, wii 
•:'::: c-.nsrv::: -:xA:i.:-^A:::r. :f :he circumstances nn< 
wLic':: liv w:\> v:cu*-.! :. ;\.:, '.eociili not judge l^etwe 
ri/i: ar.-l wr;::^. B?.: !.:> Li::h standard of ri^irht a 
i.is clear iltvII-.c: ^vas a sur^ iTuide iriven to him 
usc. not r::s:. Aftvr :Lv K'mir, bv jiis coronati 
oatli, l.al sw. r:. ::i i:.e siclit of God to sroveni onlv 
t'-c la\v> K^i rl.v laii'l, and received his crown on tl 
C'.'nt.lition alone, if one of these laws was that 1 
people were only to be taxed by their own conse 
and the King did tax them without their consent, 
was useless to tell Hampden that was not peijury whi 
it was a sin against God as well as man to support* 
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Patience and forgiveness were Christian virtues. 1637. 
They were needed towards the King as well as towards 
other men. 

And most truly were they shown. Repeatedly had 
the people forgiven his breach of promise. Again 
and again had he obtained large sums of money by 
solemnly declaring, "on the word of a King," that he 
would raise money only by lawful means ; that he 
would not quarter the soldiers on the people ; that he 
would consult his Parliaments. In every single in- 
stance he had, after obtaining the money, broken this 
word, till, by the deliberate breach of the Petition of 
Right, he had opened the eyes of the most blind, who 
held it their duty to see. Not till every effort had 
been exhausted, did Hampden give up efforts to reform 
by peace. The wonder, indeed, is that it was left to 
the King to begin the civil war. Nothing but the 
universal ignorance of the people, and the absence of 
newspapers — those greatest agents in the correction of 
abuses — could have made them endure the long years 
between the Parliaments of 1638 and 1660. 

And again, it was conscience that made it impossible 
for Hampden to look on unmoved at the poor, who 
did the hard painful toil of their country, and, in return, 
needed the protection of those who alone had time to 
consider what was their rights. Helpless as children, 
it was not for noble minds safe in their own wealth 
and rank, to see them plundered of their little earaings 
by the bare word of a King, and these very earnings 
applied to maintain a brutal soldiery who should per- 
petuate this horrid tyranny, and even press their own 
children into the service of wickedness. 

As to the tests of the Bible by which it has been 
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i^.furir i: thiiiiul it^s^ticssix^ SoL^Se^ vas a firm 
' itidn^tr n zitt z'iiit^ MDii zs^rt it rtad tJie dntv of 
■ii»t Vr-: * :• Tiiii:i[It r* -vfif 2«x7: OTrc»:n ^im in wrong, 
iie: :«.«jil7 :: •tZ Lm :c icf rrrrrt^ T^re was plenty 
;c Trei'rittiir "iiitrf i.c zifi: ir»:eE:i:c rf &]se kings— 
2i:c»* xiiiT't'^^-ir 3*T "ni± TfikTc^qr rf a single one. 
"litrt "^±rir "Uk isaaicuis :c zi-si Er wwer tortiiring 
-li^f srcm^k! v^^-rt^^^^ vi: beji r: a crisoe to be siknt 
JL "iiK Trtt5*f!ii:^ :c ir^**: *:t: ^ Pci^ckcis he focmdto 
r* A£zJzisjcer*i£ i: "lit T.mrfrs^ ikc d>e snfieren. 
As?! 5i.\ fg-r:ir-r laSr li? ^ai^irxl ie^iiass of hnmamty, 
xzsi *•:• ifz-T ji— jLj iz zzfz BTiC-t. wrkJi boih Kingand 
f5t«C»r Tc .^is^ri iv '^air *5 iItEt liw, Hampden dared 
3^:« rets: ~lil.r r:«>£ =i»rii tt-tzv Lacked and seared in 
CbeJw«5i*i-r >^Ti'7 :':r Seo:cr«:h^ -SeeTls which conld 
kocaC u is -JTrll a> nccaZT, te rroved to be vile in 
iL^2iseS"-> iL-i zi SrlTrtrme ^i5<:leIielKe to the antho- 
rifv ;beTr o:c:V5!?ei 

Le: :ir ^i.l-e v:aLreier ct Ea::np.ien, £h>iii the age 
of manl-ol 'c-e rxaniinieii in :i:s liiAt, and its real 
ST^ani-ess an.; c'orr will r^r focni :> consist in these :-^ 
That he :xk n: :r:Ji^ lor cranie-i : be used his powers 
and the Ws; maierials he ovMiId dn-.i to discover wha* 

was ri^h; iu all ihin^:^, anl bavin? obtained thi^ 

«p. ^ \- 

standarvl. he did Lis uunc-st to act up to it, regardless 
of conse\)uentvs. rv:-garvi!\il only of what he professec}- 
to consider the law of God. Manv a time he turned 
liack from a nxid pleasant and prosperous to himself 
and others, because it would have involved a breach oC 
this law to follow it. Often did he pursue a painful 
path, of which the end was hidden in clouds, simply 
beciinse the voice within said, *' Go." 

Long and sadly must he have pondered and weighed 
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the results that might be possible before he took i«37. 
those steps that were to sever the past and fiiture by 
the gulf into which, however, Kke the hero of old, he 
did not hesitate to spring when once it yawned before 
him. 

A gentleman of noble lineage, educated in all the 
traditional reverence for royal authority that was so 
deeply stamped on the aristocracy of England, his loyal 
feelings were so well known that twice he had been 
considered as a fit representative of their expression. 
Once, when young, with Laud, to write the Latin ode 
congratulating the Elector Palatine on his marriage 
with the Princess Elizabeth ; and a second time when 
ke was considered the fittest person to undertake the 
education of the Prince of Wales. 

We cannot but imagine such an office held by 
Hampden under such a king as Alfired. How his 
whole heart would have gone out to that noble King, 
and how he would have striven with joyful enthusiasm 
to train up the heir in the steps of the father. The 
wnpulse to prayer, so characteristic of a "brother,'^ 
. sneered at by Wentworth, might then with heartfelt 
fervour have poured itself forth in the words of the 
^ost beautifiil and sublime petition that ever por- 
^yed a real king of the people, such a king as, after 
^ore than ten centuries, the English fondly revere in 
Alfred: — 

**6ive the king thy judgments, God, and thy 
^hteousness unto the king's son. 

*' He shall judge thy people with righteousness and 
% poor with judgment. 

" The mountains shall bring peace to the people and 
^^ little hills by righteousness. 
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1637. " He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall 
save the children of the ueedy, and shall break ini 
pieces the oppressor. 

" They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon 
endure, throughout all generations. I 

" He shall come down like rain upon the mown grasB^ 
as showers that water the earth. 

" In his days shall the righteous flourish and abunj 
ance of peace as long as the moon endureth. 

" For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth, tb 
poor also and him that hath no helper. 

" He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence 
and precious shall their blood be in his sight." 

Alas ! Such words would have been nothing les 
than falsehood and blasphemy in the mouth of tin 
pious and reverent Hampden. But none the lea 
earnest and most solemnly appropriate were hia djiii| 
supplications. 

" Lord, save my bleeding country. Have thesa 
realms in thy special keeping. 

" Confound and level in the dust those who v 
rob the people of their liberty and lawful prerogative^ 
Let the King see his error and turn the hearts of hii 
wicked counsellors fi'om the malice and wickedue 
their designs. Lord, save my country ! Lord, bf 
merciful! " 

Ever sacred must be the last words of so brave a 
beautiful a soul. 

The true test of a lofty nature is less what it d( 
than what it refuses to do. In so many cases do ( 
interests and duty go hand in hand, that it is i 
possible always to trace a deed to its real motivf 
Happily also for the human race, the impulse to prft 
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4dnce good is so natural, that not the vilest criminal, tear. 
or the most ignorant barbarian but has the power, and 
uses it to promote some unselfish end. To say that a 
man is without this, is to deny his claim to humanity 
— almost to existence — it is the seed from whence has 
sprung the civilisation of the human race. 

But to refuse not merely a pleasant evil, but a 
seemmgly great and beneficent gift;, because we must 
in return make some apparently slight concession of 
principle — this — this is the rarity and the difficulty. 
Not to play the sophist and look on a good end as 
sanctifying base means, not to make excuses for what 
is in itself intrinsically wrong — who that thinks knows 
not that from the cradle to the grave there lies the 
trouble. What horse panting for the victory will 
place the bit in his own mouth and turn away from the 
J lace-course, because his turn is not yet come. 
I Of all the great objects of popular applause, the 
f monarchs, presidents, statesmen, soldiers, wealthy 
nierchants, and the rest, how many have reached their 
eminence by an unsullied ascent, and how often does 
success mean more than unscrupulousness ? Therefore 
r m the often drawn contrast here deprecated let it also 
be asked, whether the difference did not consist in the 
immeasurable superiority of Hampden to the mass of 
Diankind, in acting up to his moral standard far more 
than the descent of Wentworth below it? A little 
^nsideration, a Httle examination of the lives of well- 
known public men, and possibly a few honest individual 
eternal glances will render the answer to the question 
not very difficult, and Lord Wentworth, while no 
*^tter than he was in reality, still much less of a 
^ monster than it has been the fashion to consider him. 
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Tliese considerations, which may by some be looked 
~ upon as a needless divergence, are yet offered both 
with a view to justice in judging of the character belore 
us as well as of other subjects of biography. 

Tliere can be hut one law of right and wrong, in 
reality, however mistaken man may be in its inter- 
pretation: The nearer he is to the true interpretation 
and obedience of this law the higher and more glorious 
does a human being become. Judging of his true 
rank as a created being, therefore, we must to the 
best of our ability measure him by the nearest 
approach we can conceive of this standard of height. 
Who was the real king among men, Newton or 
Nero ? 

But there is also another measure in regard to 
which the fair question is not what a mau is, but what 
we have a right to expect him to be according to his 
opportunities, contemporaries, and the level reached by 
civilisation in his day. To be greater than tlie average 
we have no right to demand of any, or to call him bad 
if he reaches that, low as that average may be. But 
in an honest biography, the object of which is neither 
to brighten or blacken the subject, but to show his 
career in order that others may follow Iiis good and 
take warning by his evil deeds and errors, both of 
these must as far as possible be told. While, there- 
fore, we do not hesitate to expose his greatest failings 
and ail such as are constantly hidden in tlie lives of 
the obscure, in gratitude for the lessons thus painfully 
afforded, if not from higher motives — let us strive to 
be just, and constantly to guide our criticisms by such 
weights as, if not esact, may at least help us to hold 
the balance more truly. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Among the intelligence conveyed to Lord Went- ig37 
'Worth, this autumn, by the Reverend Mr. Garrard, 
▼ere the following items. 
'' Ben Jonson dead in England. 
" At the siege of Breda, Peter Apsley is shot through 
the mouth, the bullet grazing upon his tongue and 
carrying a small part away. The King laughed 
heartily at it. 

" Complaint hath been made to the Lords of the 
Council of a sheriflf of West Chester, who, when 
Prynne passed that way through Chester to Carnarvon 
Castle, he with others, met him, brought him into town, 
feasted and defrayed him. Besides, this sheriff gave 
him a suit of coarse hangings to furnish his chamber 
at Carnarvon Castle. Other presents were offered 
him, money and other things, but he refused them. 
The sheriff is sent for up by a pursuivant. 

" Strange flocking of the people after Burton when 
^^ removed from the Fleet toward Lancaster Castle. 
Mr. Ingram, sub-warder of the Fleet, told the King 
"^t there was not less than one hundred thousand 
P^ple gathered together to see him pass by, betwixt 
Siiiithfield and Brown's Well, which is two miles 
^ond Highgate. His wife went alopg in a coach. 
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1637. iiaving much money thrown to her as she passed 
along/' * 

AVonderful was the blindness that failed to read such 
signs of the times in their true and simple meaning. 
Wonderful was the obstinacy that threw such palpable 
warnings away. In the present day, we see often 
enough mobs of frantic enthusiastics follow a well-paid 
dancer, singer, or player whose only claim to their 
homage is the amusement she has afforded them at 
their own expense and her most exorbitant remunera- 
tion. For to amuse the world is to win its highest 
applause and reward. But here thronged a vast mul- 
titude, stretching far as the eye could reach for no 
purpose of frivolity, pleasure or profit, simply to show 
their boundless sympathy and reverent love to a 
humble dissenting minister, who, disfigured and dis- 
graced by the State and Court, was on his way to 
imprisonment, of what kind it could be little doubted. 
Mobs may easily be gathered by the most unworthy 
who choose to flatter them in evil doing, bribe them 
with impossible baits of hopeless equality, or in any 
way excite their selfish or animal feelings. Burton 
had made no show, he did nothing to stimulate even 
curiosity. He preached against vice, vanity, and 
worldliness. He demanded purity of life, honour and 
truth in all things, and himself set the example. And 
when the people of a nation can be stirred to the very 
depths by such themes as these — then let oppressors 
beware. Such a nation as England was then, might 
have resisted the power of Rome in her greatest days, 
led by sucli leaders as were the natural results of the 
spirit that fired them. 

* Revt Mr. Garrard to the Lord Deputy, iL I14« 
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Among the statues erected to the heroes of the 1637 

Commonwealth, we do not find those of Burton, ' 

Bastwick, Prynne, and Leighton. Yet they were 

among the first to rouse the people to that religion 

which, shaking ofi* the husk of form, makes the form 

itself solid by the difiusion of the spirit through every 

fibre of its growth. To the dissenting ministers of 

this nature who shall calculate the obligations due ? 

Innate power was their characteristic — a. power which 

they imparted to their disciples by words and example 

alone. Not to be confounded with men who came 

after them, assuming their name, these had neither the 

will nor means to enforce their doctrine by other than 

legitimate method — the power of persuasion. They 

were the manliest of men. Fops and fools might 

sneer ; but an innocent man who, standing bleeding in 

the pillory for conscience' sake, could repress the 

physical agony he must feel — could yet smilingly rejoice 

that he could thus prove to his people his sincerity in 

a holy cause — could say, like Bastwick while his ears 

fell to the ground : " This is my collar day — my 

day of honour," carried within him an irresistible 

and contagious might that could have no other 

eflfects than those recorded. From whence has 

the mightiest republic in the world sprung but from 

them? 

. Whether Lord Wentworth held the philosophical 
theory of disbelief in everything that, as yet, has not 
been experienced by mankind, or not, we do not know* 
But it is certain that he had not the slightest idea of 
the forces that were slowly gathering to shatter, like a 
dream, the fond traditions, and loyal prejudices, and 
ancient precedents, and all the words that are blown 
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1637. into vapour the moment they are opposed to a real 
■ concentrated power, charged with vital and solid 

truth. 

He listened to the feeble complaints of Laud and 
idle-toned gossip of Garrard, who, perhaps, ignorant 
themselves, unwittingly deceived him, and concealed 
from him the momentous nature of the tidings they 
sent, by means of the flimsy expressions in which they 
wrapped them. 

" These occurrences," said Garrard, " are so ancient 
and stale, that I will enlarge no farther," and then 
passed on to the mighty important subjects of a joke 
of the King, and a quarrel of the royal couple. 

But though Lord Weutworth felt rather disturbed, 
he thouglit the mistake lay, not in the provocation 
given by the torturers, but in thus allowing the 
people to express their hatred unpunished. He 
thought the King erred on the side of mercy. He 
would not have persecuted the victims for thdr 
religious opinions as far as they related to what he 
called religion, viz., a mere profession of belief Bat 
it was precisely because these Puritans looked on 
religion as a matter of every-day life, by which every 
man, high or low, ricli or poor, was bound to regulate 
his conduct, that lie was so confounded at their inso* 
lence. Wrong or right, he thought it mattered little 
whether a man believed in transubstantiation or no> 
whether he wore a surplice, or made himself vulgar by 
preaching in plain clothes — all these kind of things 
did not interfere with the government. For though he 
did not express it in so many words, he certainly held 
the opinion of some of the most celebrated and 
greatest philosophei-s of modern times, that religion 
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bad uotliing to do with politics. And he looked on i637. 
Land almost in two separate lights — as two men who 
liad nothing to do with each other. The politician and 
tke priest lay as far apart in Juxon, for instance, as 
the private country gentleman, Lord Went worth and 
tbe Lord Deputy of Ireland, representative of the 
King's Majesty, lay in himself. 

The extraordinary idea of the Puritans, that so far 

from religion unfitting a man for a public office, it was 

tbe only thing that could fit him for anything at all, 

fiiblic or private, by inspiring him with the solemn 

imte to do all things, high or low, to the glory of 

God, and thus do his best in every conceivable act 

iwithout regard to consequences, — ^this was a mystery 

! bad not penetrated. 

Consequently, when the Puritans called attention to 

[joblic abuses in their sermons, and without mincing 

tters, boldly pointed out how opposed they were to 

Scriptures which the whole nation, from the 

downwards acknowledged to be the law of God 

lere was high treason indeed. St. Paul and St. 

Peter, especially deprecated all beyond simple and 

dress in women, and here were the great 

of England thinking of little else. While 

^osands were in misery and poverty, and more in 

needing conversion by grave examples — here were 

[Wsks at Court and immodest plays in which the 

herself acted — spiritual wickedness indeed in 

^ places. Besides, such little matters as perjury, 

i^, &c., &c., were solemnly denounced in the New 

rtament. And as for the history of the Kings of 

nel, what awful warnings did not their lives give ! 

ill these things, these ministers persisted in bringing 
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1637. before tlie people. They could not, and would not 
rest content with merely telling the poor to order 
themselves •lowly and reverently to all their betters; 
but while they certainly did this, they sternly ad- 
monished those betters as to how they were bound to 
order themselves to the poor. They did not rest at 
convenient general charges, which each person could 
comfortably apply to his neighbour alone, they specified 
the precise deeds that were evil. For example: 
among other anecdotes related by Mr. Garrard ta 
Lord Wentworth was the following, the evente 
occurring at the very time the " necessities " of tke 
King were " obliging " him to exact the detested ship- 
money. 

" Here are two masks intended this winter. The 
King is now practising his, which shall be presented at 
twelfth-tide. Most of the young lords about towDt 
who are good dancers, attend his Majesty in this 
business. 

"The other the Queen makes at Shrovetide, » 
new house being erected in the first court at White- 
hall, which cost the King twenty-five hundred pounds, 
only of deal boards, because the King will not have 
his pictures in the banqueting house hurt with lights." 

Now, however harmless these anmsements may 
appear, there is another side to the question. The 
Puritans held them to be wicked, and had they been 
acted by poor people, not as an amusement to them- 
selves, but to gain a livelihood, they would have de- 
nounced them as selling their souls for their bodies. And 
in so doing they would have been left alone. But by 
these tlnngs being done in the highest places, the 
ministers looked with tenfold horror at their effects* 
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For there, they not only endangered the souls of the ^^'^' 
royal actors, but by their encouragement and example, 
multiplied the evil, and especially among " those young 
lords about the town who are good dancers." Con- 
sequently, the sermons were launched forth with all the 
eloquence that a sincere belief in the terrific danger 
could impart. 

And then came the fines and imprisonments and * 
nose-slittings, and ear-loppings, and cheek-brandings, all 
' of which were cheerfully endured-, rather than remissness 
in the tremendous duty of warning the falling souls. 

Prynne, who as a lawyer as well as Puritan, was 
able to point out and explain how the rights of the 
people were trampled on, how, out of regard to the 
Queen, the Roman Catholics were permitted, in defiance 
of the law, to practise their rites, while the dissenting 
ministers were mangled for keeping it, was an especial 
object of hatred to the court party. Laud could 
scarcely write a letter to Wentworth Avithout some 
malignant sentence against Prynne, and some solicita- 
tion of sympathy from Wentworth for the grief he had 
to bear on account of the indulgence shown to this 
man, and the people who thronged around his pillory. 
His object was to arouse the fears of the Lord Deputy 
at the contempt shown to the King by the popular 
disapproval of the royal conduct and orders. 

And here he touched the weak point of the Deputy. 
For Wentworth simply placed the King in the place of 
God. Could he but have reaUsed that what he insisted on 
as due to the King from all men, the Puritans deemed 
doe to the Most High alone, possibly a new light might 
Imve dawned upon him. But even that little window 
was closed, and there was no hand to draw the curtain 
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1637. and let in the light. The Deity to him was a far dis- 
tant abstraction, a name. But the King was real — a 
being he had seen and touched, and, consistentlj 
enough, had not much valued till he had seen him and 
had material communication with him. 

It is not too much to say that he had no firmer 
realisation of Cliarles than these Puritans had of Him, 
they reverently loved to call the King of Kings. His 
command, as written in what they believed His book, 
were to them as imperative mandates as a royal de- 
spatch to "Wentworth. 

It is not to be wonder at that neither the Deputy nor 
any that did not share their belief could comprehend 
them. So rare in all times, in all creeds have been their 
reaUty. In our own day, among the tens of thousands 
of self-deceivers, how many are there who, realising to 
themselves wliat they profess to others, that the eye of 
God is ever on them, act with as much care in secresy 
and solitude in their hidden plans as when in the pre- 
sence and with the knowledge of one weak mortal? 

But this it was that was the strength of the 
Puritans, this absolute sincerity to themselves. This 
made them terrible in war, industrious in peace, moral 
and pure-minded in word and deed. Such a spectacle 
as they presented the world had never seen, so solid 
and compact a body bound together neither by autho- 
rity, nor interest, nor custom, but religious principle. 
The incessant squabbles that took place between Laud 
and his laity were unknown between them and their 
ministers. Contrast, for instance, the feelings of 
Burton's congi-egation with a curious story told by 
Garrard. Though Laud had shown such a spirit to 
Burton for speaking against royal masques, yet it 
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chanced that some players set up their bills and opened i637. 
the theatre in Blackfriars during the first week in 
Lent. Laud hearing of it, at the next Privy Council, 
bitterly complained of the impiety of such scenes in 
Lent, and declared that unless the King ordered the 
cxmiraxj^ he would " lay the players by the heels " if 
tiiey played again. 

The Lord Chamberlain, who was present, immedi- 
ately and angrily rose and said that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and himself served the same God and the 
same King, and he hoped that his Grace would not 
meddle with his place any more than he did in the 
archbishop's. The players were under his command. 

Land, however, refiised to yield unless the King 
commanded. The King then decided in his favour, 
tlie Lord Chamberlain was defeated, and the theatres 
ordered to be closed during Lent. It is difficult 
to imagine anything more calculated to make a bad 
bnpression on the people" than this. It told in various 
ways. 

It gave proof that the head of the Church of Eng- 
land placed the authority of the King above that of 
God Himself. For he was willing to sanction what 
he declared to be impious, if only the King commanded 
Urn. Then he placed the Roman Cathohc festival of 
Lent above the Sabbath, for he had tried to enforce the 
Book of Sports on the latter. What he thought wrong 
a Lent alone, others were persecuted for thinking 
wmg at any time. And this was the system of reli- 
90Q which ike people against their consciences were 
to Ve compelled to support ! 

lliras very unfortunate that Lord Wentworth should 
have been so distant firom the scene as not to be able 

^Vlk XL O 
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1637. to judge of its effects in England. Had his duties 
remained in his native land, it is very probable that 
the same spirit that enabled him to see the need of 
religious toleration in Ireland might have had due 
power at home. And Laud had learned to put the 
conduct of the Puritans before him in the light not of 
religious bigotry or stubbornness, even, but of political 
rebellion. And there was this difference between Laud 
and Wentworth. Went worth earnestly and sincerely 
told his troubles, and asked the advice of Laud, with 
the anxious desire of guiding himself in the most 
secure way. Consequently, he stated a thing as it 
really appeared to him in all its bearings. But Laud 
only required to be confirmed in what he did, and 
therefore so represented matters in the Ught most likely 
to obtain the expression he desired. He had only 
himself to thank that Wentworth, seeing by this false 
light, wrote the expected words. For example, " Mr. 
Prynne's case is not the first wherein I have resented 
the humour of the time to cry up and magnify such as 
the honour and justice of the King and State have 
marked out and adjudged mutinous to the government, 
and offensive to tliat belief and reverence the people 
ought to have in the wisdom and integrity of the magis- 
trate. Nor am I now to say it anew (even there, where 
the right understanding and right use made of this mis- 
chief would be the only way to take off the ill it 
threatens to all), that a prince that loseth the force and 
example of his punishments, loseth withal the greatest 
part of his dominion. Yet still, methinks we are not 
got through the disease — nay, I fear, do not suflSciently 
apprehend the malignity of it. 

"In the meantime, a liberty thus assumed, thus 



THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWORTH. 88 

abused, is very insufferable, but how to help it I know i637. 
not, till I see the good as resolute in their good as we 
daily observe the bad to be in evil ways." 

The close intimacy of Laud and Wentworth was 
regarded with the strongest disapprobation both in 
England and Ireland. Those who despised the abilities 
of Laud knew that he could, if he chose, make use of 
those of Wentworth, and gave the latter much more 
credit than he deserved for the doings of the arch- 
bishop. They would have been astonished to have 
seen how much it was the reverse. Always in pro- 
portion to the greatness of the intellect is the modesty 
of its owner. A man of cultivated genius measures 
the amount of his knowledge by his ignorance, and 
ever, like the great Newton, finds the first a mere pebble 
by the side of the undiscovered ocean. He knows, 
too, how great has been the labour to gain even this 
little, and is glad of any aid that can help him on the 
upward way. The more reverent and considerate the 
critic, the greater the proof of his fitness for his office. 
But the inferior mind, poor in itself, knows not the 
existence of treasures that demand many a lesser gain 
before they reveal themselves. It has none of the cares 
and anxieties involved in the search, it has found its own 
little hoard easy enough to acquire, and, satisfied with 
that, assumes an air of superiority and ownership that 
will often mislead the humbler and greater mind, whose 
very consciousness of the wonders beyond its reach 
makes it credulous and ever-seeking, where ignorance 
is insolent and sceptical. Hence, the often- witnessed 
spectacle of the higher, led by the meaner, soul. 

There is something infinitely touching in the 
sight of Lord Wentworth seeking and following the 
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senseless impudence as could cast out a rumour of any i637. 
unkindness betwixt your Lordship and me with hope to 
be believed by any reasonable men. But let them 
take their course : in the end no doubt they will have 
their reward, 

" It is a great value and authority your Lordship's 
approbation sets upon anything I shall write or do. I 
confess if it like you, it moves me to think much better 
of it myself than otherwise I should. It comforts me 
likewise very much his Majesty still vouchsafeth so 
graciously to accept of my weak endeavours in his ser- 
vice. In good faith, my lord, I do as well as I can ; 
most glad I should be still to do better, and become 
most thankful to any man living that will show 
me a path which may lead me in a nearer and more 
upright line to the fulfilling of his good pleasure and 
service." 

He thanked Laud for the good efforts he had made 
to preserve the Irish revenue for Ireland. He said if 
only they could maintain it thus until a good colony 
of English were settled in Galway, then all would go 
well. 

To Laud, as to all others, he spoke enthusiastically 
of the hopes he had of Ireland. 

" I shall not neglect," said he, " to preserve myself 
in good opinion with this people, in regard I become 
thereby better able to do my master's service. Longer 
than it works to that purpose, I am very indifferent 
what they shall think or say concerning me." 

In words as well as all else did Wentworth allow his 
strange infatuation to show itself. He did himself 
wrong by this profession of no interest in Ireland 
beyond ttiat of the King. True, the King's interest 
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was first with him, but it was impossible for any man 
to be iiidifFerent to a country for whose prosperity he 
had worked so hard, much less such an ardent nature 
as his. 

He felt it, and could not help adding, " Howbeit, I 
cannot dissemble, so far as not to profess, I wish 
extreme much prosperity to them also, and should lay 
it up in my opinion as a mighty honour and happiness, 
to become, in some degree, an instrument of it, and 
thereupon preserve that intention second in my 
thoughts and care after the powers and profits of the 
Crown. Much I protest before anjrthing of my om 
private fortune." 

A curious example now occurs of how completely 
he had reduced all things to method — how nothing 
was allowed to form an exception to his absolute 
inability to leave anything unprepared for. As we 
have seen in the case of the late Lord Treasurer, it was 
easy for him to feign a grief he did not feel. But that 
he was capable of feeling the deepest grief is also 
beyond all doubt. He was greatly attached to the 
family of his second wife, and always treated her 
parents with the respect and affection of a son; 
always taught his children to think of them in the 
same way. 

He now heard of the dangerous illness of the Earl 
of Clare, father to his second wife. He was announced 
to be near death, and reports were even abroad that 
he was already dead. Lord Wentworth had not 
received the final announcement. But he did not wait 
for that. He wrote a letter of condolence to the 
Countess on the supposition that she was a widow, 
and sent it to one of his cousins near her, with orders 
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to present it if the earl were dead. If not, then the 1637. 
letter was to be returned to himself. 

The earl died before its arrival, and the letter was 
delivered. 

The widowed Countess of Clare was very anxious 
to have the children of Wentworth to reside with her ; 
and though their father, believing it to be for the 
good of the two girls, tried to persuade himself to send 
them to her for their education, yet, again and again 
did he defer it, finding it impossible to part from 
them. Their portraits, in full length gi'oups, painted 
hy Vandyke, may still be seen, and it needs but little 
unagination to add the dark face of their father gazing 
Qpon them with that passionate fondness, which com- 
pelled him to turn to their innocent solace for con- 
solation, amid the hatred that from all sides fell upon 
him. 

But ever in English history, amidst the stormiest 
times, do we find this domestic affection. It mattered 
not whether the home were Royalist or Republican, 
Episcopalian or Puritan, the strong feelings of nature 
smiled in all alike, and a most beautiful literature 
might be collected from the existing letters of warriors 
and statesmen, who, to the world, seemed as iron as 
their own harness. Nothing can be more ridiculous 
than to single out this as a special virtue in any man. 
The sums paid for ship-money this year amounted 
to £196,400 ; every shilling unlawfully gathered. It 
mattered very Httle to the English people whether they 
were plundered at home or abroad, and even the 
slavery of Sallee was parallelled by the press gangs of 
the King and the compulsory foreign service. 

It was well, however, that Lord Wentworth had a 
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gleam of light to cheer him, for, with slow but sure 
~ grasp, disease was binding yet deeper her fetters 
around him. 

" I was," he says, sadly, " crept indeed a little out 
of the gout ; but I am presently fallen worse again 
than I have been at any time before. I see infirmideB, 
with years, grow upon me." 

Blindness was his constant dread ; but as no specific 
disease of the eyes existed, he set down his dimness of 
sight to the premature old age that had already com- 
menced its ravages. 

"Touching your Lordship's eyes," said Coke, 
"under favour, you cannot yet pretend to the infir- 
mities of age. But we that are aged know that sight 
suffereth most by expense of spirits in watching and 
writing, which you may please again to tliink upon." 

Other friends were of the same opinion, and warned 
him of overwork. But so much of his work depended 
for success on being performed by his own hand, that 
he felt he must either go on as he had done or resign. 
And to resign was to undo in a day all the past heavy- 
toil. No, be must go on ; no rest for him but the 
grave, which, at the longest, promised to receive him 
in a few short years. Yet, if time he counted less by 
years than work accomplished, already he was a 
patriarch, as he himself said in reference to his fate: 
" He lives more that virtuously spends one month, 
than some other that may chance to dream out some 
years, and bury himself alive all the while." Yet> 
with death ever stai'ing him in the face, he appeared in f 
no way awakened to the wrongs he had done, and was as ' 
obtuse as ever to the fact that they were wrongs. 
Thus, at the end of this year Lord Mountnorris was ' 

M 



THE LIFE OP THOMAS WENTWORTH. 89 

allowed to leave Ireland, lo take his trial before the i637. 
Star Chamber in England. Yet, his depressed con- 
dition elicited nothing but a cruel sneer from Went- 
worth, who told him he never wished ill to his estate 
or person, further than to remove him thence, where 
be was as well a trouble as an ofiFence unto him. That 
being done (howbeit, added the Deputy, through his 
own fault, with more prejudice to him than was in- 
tended) he could wish there were no more debate 
between them, and, if he wished, it would spare the 
prosecution in the Star Chamber in England. 

But Mountnorris proudly thanked him, and said 
tbat he desired to meet the bill, that so by his oath, he 
mi^t satisfy the Lord Deputy how innocent he was of 
hiving his hand in any such foul slander against him 
as he was accused of. Lord Wentworth certainly 
mistook his bearing when he said, " At his departure 
knee he seemed wondrously humbled, as much as 
Cbancer's Friar, that would not for him anything 
should be dead." 

He innocent who refiise a pardon, the proffer of which 
DD[£e8 their guilt, are never humbled. 

It is to be feared that a naturally cruel or hard nature 
B not softened by suffering. The pitiful become yet 
more gentle, ever reflecting their own thoughts and 
lidies on others. The very sternness of the Spartan 
made him demand the like from all. It is the con- 
icioQsly weak who know what it is just to expect. And 
ftoogh it is eternally true that, in the words of the poet, 

" Who best can suflfer, best can do,** 

t by no means follows they best can feel for others. 
The red savage at the stake will, unmoved, meet death 
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1(537. under pangs that make another shudder to read of. But 
He who suffered for mankind shrank as the agony 
approached, and quivered at the thought. Nor does it 
take from the reverence due that He uttered a loud cry, 
where many a coarser nature has endured in silence. 
And it is very questionable whether that self-sufficient 
spirit tliat prides itself on hiding every outward sign 
of pain from the world, does not generally repay 
itself by scorning the pain of others, and treating the 
desire for sympathy as a contemptible weakness. 

Lord Wentworth did not despise sympathy — his 
heart was too passionate for that — and he leaned more 
and more on Laud, because Laud oflfered it. But he 
did not seek it, nor did he grow merciful. The curtain 
that had hung between him and his fellows through 
life seemed to thicken and darken as his trials in- 
creased. Few were those with him on the other side. 
Still, to wish for their affection, and to appreciate it, 
was far better than being entirely alone. 

Laud now began to be really anxious about his 
friend. He found his letters remain imanswered from 
the inability of the invalid to guide the pen. Intermit- 
tent fever again reduced him, and, after a long delay, 
Wentworth confessed to *' much decay in sight, and, in 
truth, in the whole constitution of body and mindr 

When a man so proud reveals so much, it behoves 
others to make allowance. In a paroxysm of pain we 
are often hardly conscious of what we do, and claim 
the excuse. Those whose life is a succession of 
paroxysms, which they are striving not only to bear, 
but to hide and to work beneath them, are in a state 
so unnatural, that it may well affect their every action. 
Crael to themselves, they hardly recognise their cruelty 
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TS, and leniency in their own case might pro- 1637. 
ich results as to teach them leniency to others, 
ever avenges an outrage, and retorts her 

er this " decay of body and mind and sight," 
lappy Deputy owned his desolation to Laud, 
od and faithful assistance, in truth, I have here 
Committee of Revenue, but this goes no further 
le private. For, as for the pubUc enmity and 
contracted in the execution from persons pre- 
and interested, that I must take to myself — 
hat crooked and thorny path alone, 
d help and sustain me, for assuredly it begins to 
nd pinch me shrewdly. 

nost humbly thank your lordship for your noble 
ud counsel tending to the preservation of my 
A free bounty it is of your love towards me, 
otherwise of myself I am so wondrous little 
jrable to anybody else." 

Bitterly he felt that. The tears that fell on 
Qely grave of Eliot would have been worth 
. The deep, the holy love of the people for 
itilated martyrs of the pillory and the prison — 
so despicable after all ? One thing was sure, 
far as success or happiness was concerned, the 
-- had by some means missed that. 
1 mocking pain he avowed that " The Lady 
, the poet tells us, is long since gone to heaven, 
der favour, I can yet find reward and punish- 
on earth. Indeed, sometimes they are like 
nne's anagram of a good face, — ^the ornaments 
. A yellow tooth, a red eye, a white lip or so. 
eing that all beauties take not all affections, one 
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TL'i^^rLzT 3iE: 1 ies:c2iiT. vikidi another coDsiders 
A$ k z^zriz^.^zLTL :r i zraot : tkk« methinks, cxHivmc^ 
air :*rrazi zL*:«:;ii.::T :c T^v&ds and panishmeDts. 

* ~ iTTsjirTiT. if Ss ijr 'JTEes^ olwuuoiiIt the greatest 
ami lA^curs: TTikr, az»i scall smelT draw the fiiirest 
aiifr :c ij? li riit -ziySfrssands. with Yandvke, how 
I.; iii?c*:t5e :c iiese iLjiS:>w5 fewest to make np his own 

WiLi'Tc: L'icrc, l«err is cse true problem of hfe; not 
?:r L:ri ^Tzr^z-r^^ alooc, bo; for alL 

[ AT'i ii'i L-rc arcr.vr -:•< his quotations of Donne and 
CiiiJL^r. Et ii'i ::<; cMe for poetry himself, and did 
&>: -zijIkz scan-i ::s anrscdofis for others. With singular 
inarrr.irliicii-rss, afrer tellin^: Wentworth how hard 
this sv^r.'cn^' w;is to £nd, he sent him not to hopefbl 
nnemn :x:<. I -: :> the sAidest, amidst all its beauty, of 
the V«:*;k> <i :he Old Testament. 

" Onv-e f-.-r alL* said this cheering adviser, " if you wDl 
but rtad over the slion lK>ok of Ecclesiastes, while tbeee 
thoughts are in yoxl you will see a better disposition 
of these thin^ and the vanity of all their shadoifs 
than is to be found in any anagrams of Dr. Donne% 
or cinv desiiTns of Vandvke. So to the lines thete 
drawn I leave vou/' 

Laud, whose petty-minded malignity towards the 
objects of his personal spite always tried to feed and 
excite the more heavily- weighted hatred of Wentworth, 
now, instead of rebuking his expressions towards 
Hampden, and, at least, as would have become a pro- 
fessed teacher of Christianity, exhorting him to charity^ 
could not forbear adding : 

" Your mention of Mr. Hampden (and / must tell 

* The Lord Deputy to the Archlnshop of Canterbniy, 2, 168, 
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jfOtf / like ymir censure of him and ike rest very weh) ^^^' 
pots me in mind of the ship business." 

While the Episcopalians were occupied in improving 
ihe fashion of their robes and increasing the number of 
tiieir ceremonies, filling up their spare time with per- 
Aecnting the Puritans, the Roman CathoUc agents were 
^-iDeenly on the alert to take advantage of the present 
rrtate of things. Without advancing any opinion as to 
^^ relative value of the creeds, it may be safely asserted 
tiiat when any man begins to attach a religious im- 
ipwiance to vestments, decorations, and ceremonies, he 
III some distance on the road to Roman Catholicism. 
Ai this period there was precisely the same excitement 
IB in our own day on these questions. The Ritualists 
•were a scandal in the eyes of the Puritans, who were 
^Mi6n the only opposing body worthy of the name. 
' The variety of modem sects, comprising men of all 
shades, from the Calvinist down to the hard Atheist, 
boldly professing his disbelief in a God and a future 
state, did not then exist. The only sneerers in religious 
matters were the fashionable, worldly, professed mem- 
bers of the Church of England, who showed their wit 
in jests on the plain dress and stem lives of the 
Puritans. But then, as now,, were numbers whose 
feeble minds, unable to endure the fatigue of searching 
into religious questions for themselves, and yet dreading 
the final consequences of doubt, longed for that ignoble 
safety they thought could be obtained by l^throwing 
dieir responsibilities on others. This safety was pro- 
mised by the Church of Rome. She undertook to 
relieve them from that duty of examination into factSj 
and their bearings on trath, which in every subject 
whatever is so repulsive to the common mind. Con- 
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1637. sequently, conversions to the Church of Home became 
so frequent as to excite the hopes of her friends and 
the fears of her enemies, that the work of the Refor- 
mation was going to be undone, and England once 
more become a vassal of the Pope. A few extracts 
from letters of the day will present a most curious 
parallel to what is going on in our own times. 

It has been said that mankind never apostatizes, never 
returns to a creed that it has once shaken off And 
when we consider how near was the seventeenth 
century to the reign of Philip and Mary ; how over- 
whelming the number of English Cathohcs then com- 
pared with the present time ; how England was hemmed 
in with Catholic nations ; how the mighty republic of 
the West, the great bulwark of Protestantism, was then 
unborn ; and, above all, how barren was the condition 
of i)liilosophy and science ; and, yet, with all these things 
in its favour, the old creed failed utterly to stem the 
advancing tide, there will appear but small grounds to 
believe that such a miracle can be accomplished in 
the latter end of the nineteenth century. The following 
passages are given for the purpose of illustrating the 
fears which so gi'eatly resembled what we daily hear 
expressed : 

1. *'Dr. Haywood, late household chaplain to my 
Lord's Grace of Canterbury, now the King's, parson of 
St. Giles's in the Fields, where he lives, brou^t 
a petition, directed to my Lord's Grace and lie 
other Lords of his Majesty's Council, complaining 
that in a very short time a great part of hiB 
pai'ishioners are become Papists and refuse -to come to 
church. 

" The wolf that has been amongst them is a Jesuit, 
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«ie Morse, who, since this complaint is, they say, by 1637. 
jrder, apprehended and committed to prison. 

"Poperj^ certainly increaseth much among us, and 
win do still as long as there is such access of all sorts' 
rf English to the chapel in Somerset House, utterly 
fcibidden and punishable by the laws of the land. 

"I wish, and pray to God with all my heart, that 
die bishops of England would take this growth of 
Popery into their considerations, and seek by all means 
to retard that, as well as punish by suspension and 
olher ways, those called Puritan ministers. I love 
irither their opinions, and so I leave them." * 

Such was the opinion of the Rev. Mr. Garrard, him- 
: idf a clergyman of the Church of England. (March 
:»rd, 1637.) 
i In his next he says : 

** Another of my familiar acquaintance is gone over 
to that Popish religion. Sir Robert Howard, which I 
m very sorry for." (April 28th, 1637.) 
Again: 

" Here hath been a horrible noise about the Lady 

Hewport's being become a Roman Catholic. She 

lent one evening, as she came from a play in Drury 

lane, to Somerset House, where one of the Capuchin's 

leconciled her to the Popish Church, of which she is 

•w a weak member. Her lord, upon knowledge of 

being much grieved and in an high passion, went 

Iter to Lambeth to make his complaint to my Lord's 

^Qnce of Canterbury, of those whom he thought had 

km instruments in the conversion of his wife." (Nov. 

Wi, 1637.) 

In this instance, it appeared that ladies of high rank 

* Mr. Qflzraid to the Loid Deputy, 2, 57. 
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hail been the asrents employed. Various remedies 
were 5n2"g«tol to put a stop to these conversions, 
about as reasonable as such suggestions usually are. 
But in no single instance was the calm investigation 
of the grounds of belief proposed. No appeal to the 
reason and common sense of the "convert" ever 
dreamed of. Perhaps the most unjust and absurd 
proposition was one made at the Council table in a 
kind of imitative and retaliative spirit It was the phn 
of the priests, whenever they were able, to persuade 
the parents to send their eldest sons (and often the 
others as well to a foreign school to be educated 
There thev received, not onlv instruction in the Roman 
Catholic reliiriou, but in treason to their countrv. 

It was now advised that the government should 
seize all the eldest sons of the Catholics, and, by force^ 
educate them in the Protestant faith. It was proposed 
to begin with the sons of Lord Powis. Of course, the 
father indignantly protested ; and, after some delibe- 
ration, this monstrous scheme was given up. Had it 
been carried into eflfect, we may safely say that no 
stronger power could have been placed in the han^ 
of the priests than the argument of such unnatoral 
interference with the rights of parents. 
The next anecdote is of a curious nature : 
" The Lieutenant of the Tower, Sir William Balfour, 
beat a priest lately for seeking to convert his wife. 
He had a suspicion that she resorted a little too much 
to Denmark House, and staid long abroad, whidi 
made him one day send after her. Word being 
brought him where she was, he goes thither, finds her 
at her devotions in the chapel. He beckons her out ; 
she comes accompanied with a priest, who, somewhat 
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too saucily^ reprehended the lieutenant for disturbing i637. 

his lady at her devotions, for which he struck him two 

or three sound blows with his baton.'* 

These specimens will serve to show the attempts 

that were made to restore the old order of things. It 

» difficult to comprehend the folly of those who, 
objecting to the priests, could yet persecute the 
Puritans, the great bulwark against them. Still, so 
hold did the Ritualism in high places render the 
Catholics, that they became too confident, and a priest 
was caught boasting openly that the King himself was 
a Papist at heart, and the Protestants nothing better 
than devils. 
This brought matters to a point. Charles was cer- 

- tainly not a Catholic, and in his present position could 
ill afford to be taken for one. To let the priest go 
unpunished would be to confirm his words. The 
unhappy wretch was therefore heavily fined, set in the 
pillory, and both his ears cut off. 

By this act, the King merely alienated the Roman 
Cathohcs. He did not draw to him the most bigoted 
Protestant an inch the nearer. The people detested 
tiiese infamous mutilations of human beings. Was 
not the body of man declared to be the temple of God, 
and, as such, to be kept holy ? 

A feeble attempt was now made by Laud to prove 
that he was opposed to the Catholics ; but it mattered 
little that he sent a few to prison and made a few 
qieeches at the Council. His words went for nothing. 
All England held his very name in abhorrence. If he 
were not a Catholic, his practices had led to the present 
state of things, and so slight was the difference between 
Ritualism and Catholicism, that it was scarcely per- 
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1637^ ceptible to men who looked on forms of every kind as 
a species of idolatry. 

Such, then, was the state of matters in England, 
when the crisis that must have arrived even there 
before long, was precipitated in Scotland by an act, 
to the intense idiocy and ignorance of which it is 
difficult to find a parallel. 

Laud himself it was that by his bUnd folly loosened 
the avalanche that was to overwhelm himself, his 
friend, his King, and his Church. 



CHAPTER V. 



It was not without cause that Lord Wentworth felt ^^"^^ 

himself oppressed with the most mournful forebodings. 

As his powers of body and mind grew feebler, the 

stronger and more menacing became the dangers that 

OD all sides threatened him. And yet, it was in none 

of the directions scanned by his vigilant eye that the 

fital enemy lay couched. The cloud, no bigger than 

1 man's hand at present, but which was to overwhelm 

liim in final darkness, was rising in the distant horizon 

of another land, where he had all his life been a 

stranger. Not by those well recognised foes in Ireland 

and England was the peril to be first awaked. It was 

to be by Laud, by the trusted and really sincere 

friend that the train was to be laid, whose explosion 

Aould be the signal of doom. What malice and 

treachery and power failed to accomplish, the imbecile 

% of a feeble brain was to bring about. 

The wise tolerance of Lord Wentworth had placed 

4 bridle in Ireland, on the elsewhere uncontrolled im- 

pfces of the Archbishop of Canterbury, to compel 

a conformity to the ritualistic ceremonies of the 

Bnghsh Church. 

fie had repeatedly sent orders for its adoption in 
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Scotland but had constantly been informed by his sub- 1 
" ordinatea in that country of the impossibility of en- I 
forcing his orders all at once. It must, they said, be 
a matter of time. The great difference between the ■ 
Scotch and English Protestants consisted far more in ' 
outward than inward matters. The English preserving 
their admiration for many of the beautiful prayers of 
the Roman Catholics, preferred to retain them in the 
form of a Liturgy. The Scotch, on the other hand, 
with much less liberality, rejected all that had been 
hitherto used, and, from the beginning, their ProtestMit 
services were conducted entirely by the judgment of 
the minister, unaided, except by the Bible and hymn- 
book. 

James the First was much taken with the Litorgy 
on his arrival in England, and was the first to order 
its adoption in Scotland. 

His orders, however, were disregarded, and it was 
reserved for Charles to persevere in bis usual disregard 
of the feelings of a whole nation. Some difference 
there was between the Liturgy prepared for Scotland ^ 
and that of England, on the ostensible ground of con- 
sulting the wishes of the people. But their vrishea 
were opposed to a form of any kind. A Liturgy to 
them was like a mass-book, and Laud waited in vain 
for their prejudices to cool. 

At length, plainly recognizing that his orders never 
would be voluntarily obeyed, the King, who always 
supported Laud in ecclesiastical tyranny, decided that 
the time was conje to settle the matter. It is evident 
they were afi'aid of resistance, for instead of an open 
proclamation, bi.-forehand, announcing the day that was 
to witness the in;uigiiration of the Liturgy, private 
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orders were sent to the Scotch bishops to arrange, so i637. 
hat the first announcement should be made to the ' 

>eople by the actual reading of the Liturgy itself. 

It was on the 23rd of July, 1637, that the congre- 
^tion assembled in the church of St. Giles, in Edin- 
burgh, were startled by seeing the Dean of Edinburgh 
arrayed in clerical vestments, enter the reading-desk 
and commence reading the Liturgy. A most aristo- 
cratic assembly was present, including the highest 
dignitaries of Church and State, as well as other 
persons whose prestige it was thought would be suffi- 
cient to maintain obedience to the new regulations. 

It proved a strange error. At first, the people were 
stupified with astonishment, and the Dean gaining 
courage at the scarce hoped-for silence, continued his 
reading. But the people soon recovered themselves, 
and an old woman, now immortalised in liistory, 
suddenly started fi:om a three legged stool on which 
she was sitting, and with the furious exclamation 
of:— 

" What, ye villain, do ye say mass i' my lug," 
hurled the stool at the head of the luckless reader who 
very narrowly escaped the missile. This was the 
signal for a general uproar. It was in vain that the 
Bishop of Edinburgh, who was appointed to preach, 
ascended the pulpit, hoping by his august presence to 
^pease the tumult. He was received with the 
ominous cries of: "A pape! a pape! antichrist!" 
and obliged to descend and with the rest of his col- 
leagues to flee firom the church to save his life. 
Similar scenes were witnessed in other churches, and 
again in the evening when the foolish attempt was 
repeated. 
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The Dext day the Council of Edinburgli prohibited 
all public meetings on pain of death, and conimanded 
the continuance of the Liturgy, promising protection 
to the affrighted clergy, who were naturally not very 
eager to encounter another such Sunday. But the 
danger was too great, and consequently divine service 
was suspended till the report of what had happened 
had been forwarded to England, and the pleasure of 
the King made known. 

Of course, both Charles and Laud showed their usual 
obtuseness to the presence of real danger. It is a 
notable thing, that before resolving to enforce the 
Liturgy Laud did not consult Lord Wentworth. It 
was a thing he was resolved on and probably dreaded 
unwelcome advice. Neither in the present emergency 
did either he or the King consult the wisest and most 
experienced of their friends. Laud wrote to him even 
without alludnig to what had occurred, as if it were a 
trifle not worth naming. 

Garrard, indeed, in the midst of one of his long 
letters containing idle gossip before and after the 
news of an event that was to plunge two kingdoms in 
war, has the following sentence. " I mentioned before, 
an attempt to bring in our EngHsh Church service 
into Scotland, which made a great hubbub there, and 
was repelled with much violence by the common 
people, though women appeared most in the action, 
flinging their stools at the bishop and rending his 
episcopal garments off him, as he went forth of the 
church ; others flinging stones at him in the streets, 
so that if the Earl of Roxborough had not sought to 
quiet them and receive him into his coach, they had 
♦oned him to death. 
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" A second attempt has been made of which fresh i637. 
news has come thence to the Court wherein they have " 
gped worse. Besides, some of the noblesse and many 
of the gentry and better sort appear in it, who with- 
stand it with greater violence than before, so that 
there is no hope that it will be effected." 

Land was of a different opinion. When he received 
the first intelligence, he wrote to the Earl of Traquair 
to say that the Church must persevere, and show to 
the world that she was the injured party. Restitution 
must be made her at the hands of the law. The King 
took it very ill, said Laud, that the business of the 
service book had been so weakly carried, and his 
Mjgesty expected that the Council of Edinburgh 
would estabhsh the Liturgy peaceably. The clergy 
had not power enough of their own to do it, and 
the advice of the Council ought to have been first 
asked. 

It was very weak to suspend the service till the 
Kbg's pleasure were known; it looked as if the 
bishops disclaimed the work themselves and only did 
it m obedience to the King. And this. Laud thought 
to be most unworthy. He considered that the bishops 
ought to have identified themselves with it as the 
caose of the Church, taking all responsibility on them- 
selves, and only appeahng to the authority of the King 
as a legal sanction of deeds, delightful in every way 
from their own intrinsic beauty and good. 
Laud had a vague idea that the clergy ought to be 
as zealous in his cause, as the Puritans showed them- 
selves in the cause of their ministers. Ah ! if only the 
good were as zealous for the good, as the bad were for 
the bad, was his constant theme ! But his clergy were 
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^^'^- of different mettle. There was no power to enforce 
hie mandates, and he and Charles received advice, that 
it would be well to defer compulsion till after the 
harvest. 

However unwelcome this counsel, be was compelled 
to follow it, for as usual, he had issued his absurd 
commands without the means to enforce them. 

By the 19th of October the harvest was completed, 
and Charles then issued two mandates to his Scotch 
subjects. The first was to forbid all meetings among 
them, and to order every man from the time the order 
was proclaimed from the Market Cross, to return to 
his home within twenty-four hours, unless he could 
prove to tlie magistrates that he had indispensable 
business not connected with the Church. All who 
disobeyed this, were to be put to the Horn, to be 
declared rebels, and, as the Kuig's invariable rule was 
to extract money from the sins or misfortunes of 
others, their entire possessions were to be forfeited to 
him. 

The second order, published on the same day, was 
to the effect that his Majesty having been informed 
that a book had been published, entitled, "A Dispute 
against the English Popish Ceremonies, obtruded upon 
the Kirk of Scotland," every one possessing this book 
was to bring it by a fixed day to be publicly burnt. 
And if, after the time appointed, any were found in 
possession of a copy, they should be punished in pro- 
portion to their crime.* 

What Charles considered a punishment proportionate 
to publish an opinion not forbidden by law, but con- 
trary to, or obnoxious to his own, was well-known to 
* Nalson, i, p. 11. 
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consist of standing in the pillory, having the cheeks 1637. 
branded, the nose slit, and the ears cut off. But 
notliing could shake the indomitable Scots. 

The twenty-four hours that was to find them 
trembling in their homes, saw them gathered in new 
moltitudes, following the obsequious clergy with just 
and loud utterances of indignation. It was in vain 
that the shrinking priests sent for help to the magis- 
trates. The latter returned for answer that they were 
ID a similar state of siege, and that the people had 
got them 80 completely in their power, that they had 
tamed their own weapons upon them and threatened 
them with death — unless they signed a paper imme- 
diately, containing three particulars — 

7%e First — ^To join them in opposing and petitioning 

the King against the Service Book. 

TTie Second — To restore Ramsay and Rollock, two 

ministers they had silenced. 

The Third — To restore a Reader named Henderson, 

who had also been silenced. 

And these, added the poor magistrates, they had 

agned from sheer terror. 

We may not admire these acts on the part of the 

people, yet we must remember they were simply putting 

in practice, in a very mild degree, the lesson that had 

been instilled into them by their teachers. For they 

<Httly bargained for freedom to practice their own 

Vdief : they did not insist on forcing that belief on the 

poor cravens who basely deserted them in their hour 

of need — of eternal danger. And it is well, at times, 

for mortals to taste the bitter cup they impose on 

others. 
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1637. The subscription having pacified them, the Lord 
Treasurer and the Earl of Wigton, who had stayed 
with the bishops, now thought they might venture out 
But at once they were met with shouts of " God de- 
fend all those who will defend God's cause, and Gk)d 
confound the Service Book and all the maintainers 
of it ! " 

In the struggle to escape, the Lord Treasurer was 
thrown down ; his hat, cloak, and white staflF rolled in 
the dust, and himself nearly trodden to death. At 
length, in despair, the confounded officials sent for 
some of the nobility and gentry, who, more faithful 
than themselves, had upheld their country in the re- 
sistance of hypocrisy, and, guarded by these, they 
reached a place of safety. 

The next act of these civil restorers of temporary 
peace was to draw up addresses to the King and 
Council, couched in terms of deepest reverence, and, 
in the name of the noblemen, barons, ministers, 
burgesses, and Commons, representing that the books 
ordained by this new rule for profession in reli- 
gion were in their eyes sown with the seeds of 
superstition, idolatry, and false doctrine, contrary 
to the true religion established in Scotland by Act of 
Parliament. 

That the doctrines therein contained, by investing 
a bishop or archbishop with power to excommunicate 
and to pardon, opened a door for farther inventions, as 
well as the revival of abolished superstitions and 
errors. 

That by allowing the construction and power of 
punishment solely to depend on the word of a bishop, 
they were placed between the two dangers of utter 
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worldly ruin or the breach of the law of God — i637. 
the last being to them far more grievous than death. 

Out of their bounden duty to their God, King, and 
native country, they complained of the prelates who 
liad so far abused their credit, and they begged that 
the whole matter might be tried by the law of the 
knd, and the bishops no longer allowed to sit as judges 
tOl their right be tried and decided according to 
justice. 

To this the King, after first ordering the removal of 
the Council and law courts from Edinburgh and sending 
tibem twenty-four miles off to StirHng, and forbidding 
the Scots to go there or anywhere in reach of the new 
temporary capital, told them how much he hated 
Popery, or anything not perfect in religion. But what 
was perfect they must allow htm to decide. That 
their inferior intellects could by no means take in so 
many words, and that was why he had, " in his 
princely wisdom,'' ordered the whole matter to be 
reduced to a kind of pap for them. 

And, to drive away all their fears, he said, that he 

had not allowed one word to be printed in their books 

but what he had seen and approved, the eflfect of 

which royal revision would be that " even the very book 

would be a means to maintain the true religion." And 

though those nobles, gentlemen, burgesses, ministers, 

and all who had ventured to discuss the matter and 

petition him on it, deserved very ** high censure, both 

in their persons and fortunes,^' yet, as it must surely 

have been done " out of a preposterous zeal and not out 

of cfcloyalty to him," he would "graciously dispense 

with their appealing to any judge, and pass the matter 

over." Only they must remember that, if they repeated 
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1637. For the first time we find him alluding to the 
matter to Wentworth, but he does not venture to 
state the truth in all its menacing proportions. 

He says : " The Scottish business is extreme ill in- 
deed, and what will become of it God knows, bat 
certainly no good ; and his Majesty hath been 
notoriously betrayed by some of them." 

None would have imagined from this that the 
writer had been the chief mover and prompter of all 
the mischief. He then casually added that he had 
been told that the Scots had secretly taken a list of 
their countrymen in Ulster, and had found its amount 
to be above forty thousand fighting men. He pro- 
bably hoped for a contradiction from Lord Went- 
worth. 

But he was likely to be disappointed, for intelligence 
reached the Lord Deputy from other quarters. 

A committee to decide on Scottish affairs had been 
summoned. Of these, the Earl of Arundel, Secretary 
Windebanke, and Lord Cottington were for war. 
But the more experienced, Vane and Coke and the 
Earl of Northumberland, were quite against it. 

The latter wi'ote to Wentworth, to put him on his 
guard. At this moment there was not more than 
£200 in the English exchequer, nor by all the 
means that could be devised could they calculate on 
raising more than £110,000 for the expenses of a 
war. The royal arsenals were empty of arms and 
ammunition. There were no great commanders to 
inspire the people with confidence, and the people 
themselves had been so long unused to bear arms 
that they were now untrained and unfit for enterprise. 

Another and not the least consideration was that 
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garrison Berwick and Carlisle, following swiftly with a 1637. 
powerfulland force.* 

"I expect," said Charles, " not any thing can reduce 
Aat people to obedience but force only. In the mean- 
time your care must be how to dissolve the multitude, 
and, if it be possible, to possess yourselves of my 
ctftles of Edinburgh and Stirling, which I do not 
eq)ect. To this end I give you leave to flatter them with 
what hopes you please so you engage not me against 
By grounds ; and in particular, that you consent neither 
to the calling of Parliament nor General Assembly until 
Ae Covenant be disavowed and given up, your chief 
eod being now to win time until I am ready to sup- 
press them. I will rather die than yield to those im- 
pertinent and damnable demands, as you rightly call 

ftem."t 

Again he says : " I do not expect that you should 

declare the adherers to the Covenant traitors until you 

^▼e heard my fleet is set sail.'' 

And yet another paternal sentence, on hearing from 

Hamilton that the Covenanters had explained they 

meant no rebellion against the laws or legal au- 

liiority, but only to be true to the religion they 

professed: 

•* As concerning the explanation of their damnable 

Covenant, I commend the giving ear to the explanation 
or anything else, to win time.'' 

lime, indeed, was needed. Nothing could exceed 
file muddle-headed condition of Laud, whose singular 
cqpadty for bringing matters into hopeless confusion 
Has in no way counterbalanced by a talent for re- 
placing order. 

* Botbwoith, 8vo, 8, 518. t Ibid, 519, 
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Coanaught and Mimster and other parts of the king- i^sa 
Ami was now going on, and consequently the people 
More excitable than usual. There were great numbers 
dScoU in Ulster of the same religion as their country- 
Ben at home, and, consequently, Ukely to lend them all 
Ae aid in their power. To lessen the little army in 
fidand would make matters worse by causing the 
lame to break out there also : and as this would de- 
crease the number of English, there would be fewer 
to oonnterbalance them. But though it would not be 
mk to diminish the present number of troops, he 
iboiight it possible to raise three or four thousand 
men in Ireland, mostly English. For though the 
Irish were likely enough to fight well against the 
Scots, having no tie of sympathy with them, yet it 
would not be wise to have too many accomplished 
Irish soldiers who, when the Scots were done with, 
night turn their arms against their teachers, and im- 
pirt their own knowledge to their countrymen. 

The gentlemen most fitted to raise recruits. Lord 

Wentworth said, were Sir Francis Willoughby and 

Sir Robert Farrer. They were quite to be trusted. 

And he would spare ten or a dozen active captains 

« lieutenants of his present army to assist them in 

taining their men. 

But all the arms for the recruits must be sent from 

Ingland ; he had none to spare. 

He also begged the King would give him early 

wtructions what to do, so that he might as soon as 

nwded draw the greater part of his Uttle army into 

Clster, as near Scotland as might be, and, perhaps, 

cause some change there on account of its proximity. 

He thus simply answered the King's questions and 

VOU II. I 
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offere*i no or uiiozi. wLicb, indeed, bad not been asked. 
He toll X : rthiini'c'erland tbat be bad qnite resolved to 
decline mei Uin^ or srivins: anv connsel at all, further 
than he sh«:uli le commanded and required there* 
unto bv hi> Majestv on tbe matter of ScotlancL 
But to NonhnmWrland, as to a priyate friend, he 
bad no objection to speak in confidence, to this 
effect- 

This maner bad certainly bappened at a very m- 
convenient time, as there were neitber men, mpney, 
nor ammonition to carry it tbrougb with tbe speed and 
force to be desired. It was also tbe more dangerous 
from being so unexpected, and this was occasioned by 
tbat most unhappy principle of State practised bolh 
by bis present ilajesty, as well as by bis father, rf 
keeping secret and distinct all tbe affairs of Scotland 
from the knowledge of tbe council of England, in so 
much that no man was entrusted or knew anything 
of Scotland but a Scot. This was, in effect, to con- 
tinue them in the condition of separate kingdoms, and 
to lose the advantage of English vigilance in tbe affidrs 
of Scotland. 

But, on the other hand, it was most fortunate that 
all our neighbours abroad were " so soundly together 
by the ears one with another,'' so as to have no leisure 
to meddle with us. " And," added Wentwortb, with too 
premature triumph, " without assistance from abroad, 
the gallant Gospellers shall not by God's blessing be 
able to bear up their rebellious humours against their 
King, or bring other than their own ruin upon them- 
selves." 

Another advantage was, that from henceforth it 
would make the Crown trust the Scots less and the 



THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWORTH. 115 

English more ; if only in this matter the English would 1638. 
cany themselves with their ancient virtue and faith- 
fblness towards their kings. He was quite of opinion 
that the insolence of the Scots, in the protestation they 
had published in answer to the King's proclamation, 
was not to be borne by any rule of monarchy. It must 
be corrected, or else it would lead to yet more daring 
boldness. 

But as for the ways and means to put down this 
peril, which he quite agreed with Northumberland 
was much greater than if a foreign enemy were at the 
door, he must deprecate a sudden and rash declaring 
of war. Neither could he wish the King to sacrifice 
his will and honour to their mutiny, nor entangle him- 
self with acts of Parliament, oaths, or what not, which 
would be sure to be demanded with the same rudeness 
with which they now called for a Parliament. And to 
grant them a Parliament, at present, were the greatest 
meanness. 

But he advised the King to state to them that, 
though if they had in the first place moderately sought 
and sued for what they wanted, it might have been 
granted ; but it was not the custom of the best and 
mildest of kings to be threatened with Parliaments. 
He could not comply on seeming compulsion. Let 
Ihem wait and trust to his affection to them, and 
meanwhile recollect themselves better, and consider 
flie modesty, the reverence, wherewith they were to 
approach God's anointed and their King, and so frame 
fteir petitions and supplications as that they might be 
granted without diminution to his height and royal 
estate. Lord Wentworth thought they might be thus 
persuaded. But, if not, if they did their worst, they 
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i-csf. v^: .Mcl-i never compel Iiim to concede their 

Meanwhile, he prr-pased whh all speed and secrecy 
to re: striG^ garrisixis into Berwick and Carlisle, well 
fiunisheii with all kinds of ammunition. Let the whole 
winter be spent in training recniits, not only in the 
garrts«?n towns al»xie, bat in all the northern parts of 
Eln^and- By this means there might be a very large 
army, horse and foot^ ready by the spring without any 
chanre to the Kin^r. 

Suppotsing the Soots, melted by the proposed royal 
ai«iress, should show themselves penitent, then Lord 
Went worth advised to treat them " with aU lenity and 
sweetness." 

But if they continued stnbbom and refiractory, then 
let their havens be prohibited firom all manner of com- 
merce, inward or outward. This, Northumberland, as 
Admiral of the Fleet, would well know how to manage 
— one of the chief points being to seize as much of 
their shipping as possible. 

Also, every endeavour should be made to raise a 
party for the King in Scotland. The loyal were to 
be commanded to separate from the rebels on pain of 
being considered equally guilty. The rebellious Pres- 
byters should be seized and kept in prison, but no 
farther injured. 

The best part of the Irish army should be quartered 
in Ulster, to keep a check on their countrymen on 
both sides of the Channel. The clergy, both in Eng- 
land and Ireland, should be instructed to preach to the 
people against these disorders and rebellions, as fer- 
vently as the rebels do against the prayer-book and 
the ceremonies of the church. 
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Lastly, Lord Wentworth counselled an expedition 1638. 
against Leith in the spring, which, with the help of the 
fleet, he thought might be easily taken. At present, 
it was weak, but might be very strongly fortified. 
When taken, therefore, let it be held by a strong 
garrison of eight or ten thousand men, relievable by 
sea. If this were done, the King might give his law 
to Edinburgh, and soon after to the whole kingdom. 
That accomplished, let the garrison and fort of Leith 
be maintained at the expense of the Scots till they 
had received the Common Prayer Book used in the 
churches of England without any alteration, allowed 
the bishops to settle peaceably in their jurisdictions, 
nay, possibly, till Scotland conformed in all things, 
temporal as well as ecclesiastical, wholly to the go- 
vernment and laws of England and Scotland, governed 
by the King and Council of England in a great part — 
at least as much as the people of Ireland. 

But where was the money to come from to carry out 
all this ? 

"In good faith," said Lord Wentworth, "every 
man will give it, I hope, from his children upon such 
an extremity as this, when no less, verily, than all 
we have comes thus to . the stake. In a word, we 
are, God be praised, rich and able, and in this case 
it may be justly said : ' Salus Populi^ Suprema Lex^ 
and the King must not want our substance for the 
preservation of the whole."* 

Nothing could appear more simple than this plan on 
paper. But so strangely did it ignore the other side 
of the question and the possibility of the power of 

♦ The Lord Deputy to the Earl of Northumberland, ii, 189. 
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resistance to this clever scheme, that it seems hardly 
to belong to the usually far-seeing and carefnlly- 
baiancing mind of Wentworth. Possibly, bis judgment 
was affected by the state of his health ; but the great 
defect was his utter ignorance of the Scotch character. 

Before going to Ireland he had formed his plana, 
and was now carrying them out successfully in detidl. 
Why should not the same power that had subdued the 
far more unruly Irish manage the Scotch? 

He had to learn the reason by experience. It is 
also remarkable how little he knew of the state of 
feeling in England. Again, Northumberland was the 
better judge, when he said the English were more 
likely to aid the Scots than to fight against them. 
How Lord Wentworth could possibly imagine that they 
would identify their own cause with that of the King, 
and come forward with voluntary offerings, is, to say 
the least, strangely opposed to his genera! cautious 
judgmmt of the multitude. But, possibly, he included 
only the aristocracy in his calculation of loyal offering. 
He had not to wait long to be undeceived with regard 
to his hopes. 

The first disappointment was in his own Presidency 
of the North of England. 

The King had sent orders to Sir Edward Osborne to 
muster all the forces of Yorkshire, and see they were 
in readiness. In obedience to this command, Sir 
Edward, who was the Vice-President under Lord 
Wentworth, summoned all the Deputy-Lieutenants of 
the county to meet at York, on the 27th of July. 

Of these many were absent on trivial excuses, and ol 
those that came none showed the least enttiusiasm oh 
appeared impressed with any special need in conse - 
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quence of the King's special order. Tbey saw no i638. 

occasion for any hurry beyond the usual days for 

reviewing the militia and supplying the vacant ranks. 

One said it was harvest time, and the men could wait 

till that was over. When Sir Edward stated his 

(pinion to the contrary, on account of the message of 

the King, he was at once asked if he knew of any 

more cause for hurrying the muster than they did, for 

if not, they saw no reason for such haste. To this he 

gave no reply, as the policy of Charles was to make 

preparations for war, without stating his object, and 

merely under colour of getting the army in a good 

condition, for the general needs of the country. 

Sir William Savile, not a member of the House so 
inimical to that of Wentworth, but his own nephew, 
openly opposed the Vice-President. Osborne had 
given orders that all the cavalry of the West Riding 
should come to York, to be trained, as he was detained 
there on account of various matters, and it would be 
more convenient for him to review them while the 
drilling was going on. But Savile boldly told the Vice- 
President that his horses should not come to York, but 
be trained in some more convenient place in the West 
Riding. Osborne dared him, at his peril, to keep back 
lug horses — all the rest were coming to York, and he 
would find it somewhat dangerous to be the only 
defeulter. 

The Vice-President then, at once, wrote to the Lord 
Deputy, begging him, in his capacity of President of 
the North, without alluding to Savile, to send him 
orders to call all the cavalry to York, so that after 
each division had been drilled separately, they might 
then be exercised in one complete body. He also 
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begged Wentwortb to command him to bring before 
" the Council table the names of any who should refuse 
to comply. 

Sixty pounds was the sum allowed for the expenseB 
of training all the infantry forces of Yorkshire for this 
gathermg ; but it proved too little for the cavalry ; 
and though Osborne was so loyal as to offer to pay out 
oi his own pocket a share of the deficiency, if the 
other two captains of cavalry would do the same, he 
was met with a decided refusal. The Deputy-Lieu-» 
tenant said the whole £60 was needed for the foot, 
and Lord Wentworth was therefore petitioned for a 
grant of £20 more, to be applied to the training of 
the horse troops alone. This he kindly proposed , 
should be deducted from the salary of .£100 a year of 
Sir Robert Farrer, the rauster-maater, on the ground 
that in all other counties the muster-master himself 
trained the men, till the officers were competent to 
relieve him of the duty. Osborne also begged that a 
trainer might be sent over from Ireland, probably having 
greater confidence in one who had performed his duty 
under Lord Wentworth than any other. * 

Writliing as he was under the relapse of health 
lately mentioned. Lord Wentworth had made arrange- 
ments to spend a few weeks in the country, with a view 
to recovery. He rarely returned to the city unbenefited 
by a holiday with nature. Th§ prospect of such an 
access of labour and anxiety as appeared in the Scot- 
tish troubles rendered it especially necessary that he 
should watch his health, though even he under-reckoned 
the strain that was to be put upon it. But before he 

• Sir Edward Oebome to the Lord Deputy, ii. 
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could leave Dublin many arrangements had to be made, 1638. 
which compelled him to defer his departure. 

The first thing to be done was to give a minute 
inspection of the condition of the army. 

It turned out to be no idle report, but a bare feet, 
that Ulster alone did contain 40,000 Scots able to 
bear arms. " I do assure your Lordship," said Went- 
vorth, in reply to Laud, "it is not to be kept secret 
We hear the crack of it, if not the threat, every day in 
the streets." 

This, alone, rendered it needful to increase the present 
small force which, happily, was in such good order, as 
to render it easy for the discipline to be extended to new 
feyies. Now it was that Lord Wentworth had cause 
to rejoice that he had not waited till the hour of danger 
to remodel his army. The change in a few years was 
striking indeed. When he came to Ireland, the cavalry 
kd no other weapons than staves and swords. He de- 
clared there was scarcely a good pistol among them, 
and scarcely an officer who knew how to order his 
men. 

But now, without costing the English treasury a 
shilling, he was able to muster 609 horsemen, of whom 
110 were cuirassiers, and the rest carabineers. The 
carabineers, formerly almost defenceless, were now 
completely armed with swords and pistols, helmets, gor- 
gets, breast and back plates, short tasses, and though 
less completely mailed than the iron warrior of two 
centuries past, who was literally, not poetically, sheathed 
in steel, still, all the exposed portions of the body 
were protected by plates of metal, while those parts 
ttat needed it less, were spared the incumbrance and 
the weight. The wearers were totally unconscious of 
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latter case. Thus, not only was there a kind of re- 
serve of cavalry, but a most efficient little civil force, 
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especially useful when a spirit of revolt was sus- 1638. 

pecteA 

The infantry soldiers were divided into half pikemen 
and half musketeers. They quite equalled the cavalry, 
b ever}^ respect, and Lord Wentworth pronounced 
that, for anything he could hear or beUeve, none in 
the Low Countries were readier in their movements, 
exacter in their postures, more even, close, and orderly 
ID their marches. He was therefore very confident 
fliat, for so far as belonged to exercise, command, and 
Older, he could at any time spare suflBcient ofl&cers and 
experienced soldiers, under good chiefs elsewhere to 
be found, to train and lead twice as many men as their 
whole body comprised. There was, however, some 
ificiency stjll in then* arms; but Lord Wentworth 
undertook to remedy this by Easter, and without any 

|i chaige to the King. 

"And thus," said he, exultingly, "I dare undertake 
to show and approve them as ready and as well armed 
men as serve a King, be the eye never so curious which 
shall overlook them. 

"I had them all here under my eye this whole 
Bionth. They marched hither forth of their garrisons 
[lithout oflFering the least violence to the meanest soul 
[rf his Majesty's subjects. 

"They continued here with so much quietness and 
,cndlity as, in good fiiith, you could not have almost 
[taken notice any such men were in town. And they 
lire now marched back with the same peace and order 
[4ey came : men, if I be not mightily mistaken, well 
I leased, well affected, ready with cheerfulness and 
[courage to venture their lives for his Majesty's person 

t iand service wherever they shall be appointed." 
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Earnest in all things, perhaps the enthusiasm of 
" Lord Wentworth cuhninated in the army. He re- 
garded it as a child of bis o^'u. It was no abstract 

existence, and needed no arguments to demonstrate its 
being. There it was, imposing in appearance, certain 
in capability and power. Could the King only acquire 
and maintain an army of such material and education 
as this little force in Ireland, and increase it to a suffi- 
cient number of men, he would be irresistible. On 
this idea Lord Wentworth constantly brooded, but not 
80 secretly as to conceal from all others what was the 
subject of his meditations. 

And it was at the hour that he resolved on the 
increase of the army, not as hitherto, for the just 
purpose of maintaining order in Ireland, but to' 
render her a store-house where a military- power 
was to be reared for the service of the King, that he 
fixed his doom. This intention on the part of Lord 
Wentwortli has often been denied by his friends, who 
justify his raising men in Ireland to send to Scotland, \ 
by the sudden emergency of the case, and declare the j 
charge of Pyra, that it was only a part of a system j 
meant to coerce England, to be unfounded. It will, { 
therefore, be better to give the words of Lord Went^ ( 
worth himself. They occur in the letter in which he ' 
describes the present condition of his army, and are \ 
addressed to the confidential secretary, Coke, who was j 
pledged to secrecy, even from his fellow officer, Wan- 
desforde. 

" Considering it is necessary that his JIajesty breed 
up and have a Seminary of Soldiers in some ]tart or 
other of his dominions, a tnith which, perchance, tha 
present time shows but over plainly to every eye, with— 
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out doubt, it cannot be settled in any other part where i638. 
the ordinary use of it could have produced greater """ 
effects for the honour and perfecting the great and 
needful services of the Crown on this side, with so 
little charge, with more safety, removed or transported 
with greater conveniency, to answer the several occa- 
aons of the three kingdoms. So as in my weak 
judgment, it is a matter worthy the care of the great 
ministers on that side to see, that the General, here, be 
called upon in all times, as well peace as war, diligently 
to attend his charge, and to be rendered deeply 
answerable in point of state, if he neglect or slubber 
over the duty he owes his Majesty in the good govern- 
ment of the army : To wit, that it be complete for 
bodies of men, for arms and other provisions of all 
kinds, for often exercise, perfect knowledge and use of 
their weapons, and giving them as much as may be, 
flererally, the understanding of every duty belonging 
to worthy officers and soldiers. 

" And truly this is no small matter. For I dare be 
bold to say, if this work had been attended and fol- 
lowed since the war broke up, as it ought to have been, 
the Crovm might have taken hence^ at thts^ worthy and 
Me officers of our oum, to have hd an army of twenty 
Icusand Tnen in any part of Christendom^ under the 
(onduct and direction of a gallant and brave chief 
(hosen there and appointed to that purpose hy his 

Ucgesty.^' 

But even this design becomes almost safe by the 

ade of another which was now laid before Charles, 

and which nothing but accident prevented him from 

adopting. It was entitled : — 

" A Design to extricate his Majesty out of these 
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present troubles with the Scots, and at oiice to render i 
'him free from tlie Miseries of bis Majesty's royal pre- J 
rogatives in England." * 

This was to draw an army of ten thousand men ' 
from Flanders, and land them secretly in England. It J 
was considered that the fact of their being foreign, and I 
accustomed to war, would render them much more I 
ten'ible than a far greater number levied in England. \ 
These men were to be jointly commanded by their own I 
general, and a subject of the King. The money was 
to be raised by the Roman Catholics, ou condition of 
abrogating all tlie severe laws against the recusants, or, 
perhaps, granting full toleration to the Roman Catholic 
religion. There was little doubt not only of lai'ge con- 
tributions from the Roman Catholics themselves, bat it 
was thought the Pope would contribute not less than 
six months' pay, and by the time that was oxbanstwJ, 
the Scots would be compelled to lay down their arms. 

But then the question arose, that as these laws 
against the Catholics had been passed by Parliament, 
they could not be repealed except by the same power. 
What then was to be done ? The remedy was qm"te 
easy, says the proposer of this precious scheme. 

" As Charles V., having an army ready to attend 
the Diet, upon pretence to secure the Electors assembled 
about the choice of an Emperor, did so awe that Diet, 
as thereby himself was chosen Emperor, albeit, the 
electors had no inclination that way of themselves. 

" Even so, might the King, having a foreign army on 
foot, subdue the Scots therewith, and at the same instant 
keep the Parliament in awe, that his Majesty might 

* ClaK-TKlnn'g State Papers, ii., 19. 
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eaaly make them come to what conditions he pleased. 1638. 
And by this means, confirm his royal prerogatives, and 
repeal such laws against recusants, as were made, not 
«ily with intention absolutely to root out the Catholic 
leHgion, but to keep even his sacred Majesty from this 
Crown. Witness the death of the Queen of Scots, his 
Hqesty's grandmother, of happy memory." 

Of course, the negotiations with the Pope must be 
kept very secret, but there was a very good example 
of how the matter might be managed. 

When Henry IV. of France wanted to be reconciled 
to Rome, he employed M. d'Ossat, then living as a 
private priest Just so, might King Charles of Eng- 
knd "employ in a private way some stout spirited 
priest, who durst lay the cause home to his Holiness, 
ind give him such motives for this design as he should 
noways be able to gainsay." Nay, there was a priest 
of the name of Houlden just fit for the office, being 
"dexterous, learned, wise, virtuous, and a most loyal 
subject of his Majesty.'' 

Was this, as one would be ready to think, merely a 

wild idea that occurred in some weak brain which 

could meet with nothing but indignation .at the hands 

of the King ? For Charles always professed himself 

a strict Protestant, nor is there any reason to believe 

that he was otherwise. But then, what a pleasant 

prospect it was to compel not only the stubborn 

Scots, but the hated Parliament to bend to his will. 

Charles was not much in the habit of asking himself 

whether a thing was right or not — still here was the 

example of the gallant Bourbon, who was, and still is, 

held up as an object of such admiration to the world. 

He had not scrupled to use the aid of the Catholics 
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wLen Lr: :" rmi Lis plans must (ail without it. There 
is, unf irmarelT. no rx-m to doabt of the complicity 
of C Larl-rs in :iis cunsp.iracT to betray the liberties of 
Engian i :.> her w.jrsi enemies. It matters little who 
was the nrst m: ver, ii is certain it met with the appro- 
bation or the Kbz. An English Catholic, named Gage, 
a ojlonel in t:ie service of Spain, was employed to 
somid tr.e Sf^miards on the subject,* If they would 
famish the Ring of England with ten thousand armed 
men. he, in return, would give them twenty thousand 
imarme«l. 

But the Spaniards thought the exchange on too large 
a scale. They did not like the Enghsh, and did not 
care to have twenty thousand in their army. Neither 
could they si>are ten thousand trained soldiers. But 
they had long been accustomed to employ Irish mer- 
cenaries, whose very hatred to England made them 
more trusted by Spain. Three mixed regiments were 
a regular part of the Spanish army. Gage, therefore, 
proposed that the King of England should enable 
them to keep up these three regiments to the amount 
of 2000 men in each, making in the whole 6000 
Irish, added to 4000 English, the latter being thus kept 
subordinate iu number to the Irish. In exchange, they 
might send 4000 foot and 400 horse troops to 
Charies. 

This proposal came much nearer their wishes. But 
the Spaniards seem to have had no more trust in Lis 
Britannic Majesty than Jiis own countrymen, as they 
desired his part of the treaty should be first per- 
formed. 

* Letter of Col. Gage, Clar. State Papers, iL, 21. 
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As a rule, State Papers are not of interest to the i638. 
general reader. But so terrible a light does the fol- 
lowing throw on the real character of Charles, so com- 
pletely does it justify the jealousy of the Puritans, and 
so impossible is it to transmute the document into 
dearer, simpler language, that it is better to copy it 
firom its original text in the handwriting of Winde- 
banke, the King*s Secretary of State. 

" Instructions for our trusty and well-beloved 
Colonel, Henry Gage, now in the service of the Infant 
Cardinal in Flanders. * 

" You shall immediately upon the receipt of our 
letters of credit which go herewith, procure access to 
the Infent Cardinal in private. And you shall deliver 
our said letters, with such professions in our name of 
our desire to continue a friendly intelligence with the 
King of Spain and him, as you in discretion shall think 
fit 

" You shall then acquaint him with a proposition 
lately made to us, wherein both our affairs .and his are 
highly concerned, which is for some number of soldiers 
ready armed to be sent from thence for our service, in 
exchange for a greater number unarmed, to be levied 
here for the completing of their English and Irish 
regiments there. 

" Yon shall represent to him that the number which 
we desire for the present service is 6000 foot and 400 
horee, which, considering the number they are to have 
in exchange from hence yearly, being likely to con- 
tinue, is not great ; it being probable that the number 
of their recruits every year, which they are to have 

* Claiendon State Papers, 2, 23. 
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1638. from hence, will amount to as many. Whereas we are 
not likely after this present action to have occasion to 
demand any from thence again. 

" Of these 6000 foot, we expect 4500 shall be Har- 
quebussiers, and the rest Pikes. And if the whole 
number shall be less than 6000, then the division of 
Harquebussiers and Pikes to be according to that pro- 
portion. These forces of horse and foot you are to 
procure to be embarked at Dunkirk in vessels of the 
Bang of Spain, and to be transported at our charge to 
the rendezvous. And they are to be there by the Ist 
day of April next ensuing, according to the foreign 
computation. And you must acquaint them that if 
they shall fail to be there at that time, they will be of 
no use, and the service be utterly lost. And you shall 
further make known to the Infant Cardinal that they 
shall be safe conducted to the rendezvous by our ships. 
And you are to procure that victuals be shipped there 
for these forces for one month at the least, at his Ma- 
jesty's charge, assuring the Infant Cardinal that oor 
ships which shall be sent to safe conduct them, shall 
bring ready money with them to pay for those victuab 
and their freight, and for the defraying ^of all other 
incident and necessary charges. 

" As soon as they shall be embarked, they are to 
enter into our pay, according to the pay of Flanders, 
and to continue for six months, or as long as there 
shall be cause to use them ; only deduction is to be 
made for their victuals. 

'' You are to take special care that the men be able, 
and their arms complete and serviceable ; and the like 
for the horse. 

" You are to acquaint the Infant Cardinal that they 
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stall be commanded in chief by some person of the 1638. 
nobility, being our subject. But that we expect your 
personal service herein, as one in whom we shall much 
confide, and therefore do desire him to authorise you 
by commission accordingly. 

" In consideration of these forces thus armed, we do 

hereby engage ourself, that as soon as you shall have 

concerted and agreed this business, and given notice of 

it hither, he will instantly give warrant for the levjdng 

of such numbers of our English and Irish subjects as 

shall be sufl&cient to recruit and complete all such 

English and Irish regiments and companies in the King 

of Spain's service in Flanders, as at any time have 

kretofore been recruited or completed. And we will 

goffer or permit them to be sent from hence into 

Flanders for the service of the King of Spam, without 

any let or hindrance. And this, you are to assure the 

hfant Cardinal, we do promise and bind ourself in the 

word of a King, punctually to see performed. You 

must use great . secresy, dexterity, and expedition in 

this business, and take care that it be not divulged ; 

seeing if the party in Scotland should come to the 

bowledge of it, it would be utterly overthrown. And, 

therefore, the better to disguise it, when the forces 

shall fall down to Dunkirk to be shipped, you must 

advise upon some rumour to be cast out to amuse the 

lorld, that they are designed for Biscay, Italy, or some 

other parts, and give it out that they are victualled 

accordingly. 

" You must be very cautious, especially if you shall 
find this proposition not like to succeed, that you 
dehyer no paper thereof, nor engage his Majesty by 
any writing, lest there be use made of it hereafter to 

X 2 
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1638. our prejudice and disservice. But if you shall find 
a willingness in the Infant Cardinal to assist us upon 
these conditions, then you are necessarily to treat by 
writing, but still under profound secresy and promise 
on their part not to disclose it. 

" Now you see the great trust we repose in you; 
we doubt not but your diligences shall be answerable 
and according to the weight of this important service. 

" You are to press a speedy resolution herein, and 
to give advertisement thereof hither within fifteen 
days at the furthest, letting the Infant Cardinal know 
that, unless expedition be used, the service will be 
lost.'' 

Thus was to be solved the difficult question of 
troops for the royal service. Had Charles committed 
no other crime against his country than to ha?c 
entered into this plot, the revolution would have 
been quite justifiable. What greater treason codd 
a King of England commit than to bring in foreign 
troops paid by the Pope to crush the religion of 
Scotland, to force the Parliament to abrogate the 
laws of the country, to let loose the Roman Catholic 
priests to prey upon the land, and finally, in return 
for the aid lent in crushing his own country, to send 
English and Irish men to uphold the tyranny of the 
Spanish inquisition, and trample down the Protestant 
religion in those very lands where Queen Elizabeth 
lent her aid, and Sir Philip Sidney shed his blood to 
uphold it. 

Charles had, indeed, good cause to "use great 
secresy." Quite necessary was the wicked lie about 
the expedition being designed for Biscay. He did not 
in the least exaggerate when he said : " if the party 
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in Scotland should come to the knowledge of it, it 1638. 
would be utterly overthrown." Had this proposal 
to the Pope been discovered either in England or Scot- 
land, it is scarcely likely that the people would have 
waited for the day of Nottingham. 

Fortunately, a sudden reverse of the Spanish arms 
rendered it impossible for them to spare their trained 
men. The Dutch had obtained too great an advantage 
over them, and the number of soldiers lost, put an end 
to this miserable negotiation. The King, therefore, 
had to renounce all hopes of coercing the Parliament 
for the present, and to concentrate all his efforts on the 
rebellious Scots. 

Lord Wentworth was prepared for a struggle ; but, 
at the same time, justified the King in his usual insolent 
style towards the defenders of liberty. He spoke of 
the Scots exactly in the same manner as of Hampden. 

" Nor is it to be expected," he said, " the King 
should bear so great a disobedience, so high indignities 
offered by subjects. Nor that they will, at after, be 
brought into their right minds till they be well and 
thriftily cudgelled back into them." 

Having well examined into all needs, he sent an 
agent to Holland to buy new arms, as they could be 
obtained there better and cheaper than elsewhere. 

Then, utterly worn out, he left Dublin, to endeavour 
to snatch a Uttle strength for the threatened troubles, 
by passing a few weeks in the country. Nor did he 
consider his own health alone. 

** The plain truth is," he said, " I go to be quiet, 
and cast up my accounts, that whilst the father is 
light set by, I may at least be thought to have some 
regard to the poor children." 



CHAPTER VI. 



». The present opportunity was taken by Lord Went- 
worth, to attend to matters individual and personal : 
the coming year gave promise of little time for any- 
thing but public matters. 

The death of the Earl of Clare had given rise to 
disputes in his family concerning the division of the 
property. One of the sons had written about it to 
Lord Wentworth, who, as his brother-in-law, was likely 
to take an interest, and whose affection to the memory 
of his second wife never allowed him to pass by with 
neglect the least trifle relating to her family. 

The matter in question is only of present interest 
as showing how unfading was the feeling he treasured 
towards the Lady Arabella. He besought Laud to 
call on the discordant family and endeavour to mediate. 
His message is couched in these words : — 

" From my brother Holies, I understand of the un- 
natural suits like to spring up in that family, whence 
I had my late dearest wife, and forth of her those 
children God of his goodness lends me. To be a 
party I must not ; to wish right understanding and 
unity amongst them is my duty to the memory of that 
blessed saint, how great a stranger soever I have 
been made to all that concerns them ever since. 
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Therefore, let me very humbly beseech your Grace to leaa 
employ your pious and wise endeavour to piece them 
again if it be possible. 

" I fear you will find them unruly, loving themselves 
on both sides something fiirther than moderation, with- 
out that equal respect which we ought all to observe 
towards others." 

Poor Laud may well be pitied for the task that 
Wentworth desired him to perform, though the quality 
he was desired to bring to its aid, was one that he 
possessed in perfection. 

".Be something obstinate," continues Wentworth, 
" let not a little beat you off so good a work, and 
finally, overrule them to be jfriends, whether they will 
or no. You will say that is a hard matter. And 
indeed, I am persuaded less will not do it. They are 
propositi tenaceSj which way soever you turn you.'' 
To overrule antagonists to be friends in their own 
•despite, may be safely said to be an impossible matter. 
Nevertheless, it cannot be doubted that many a discord 
remains unhealed for lack of a wise and good third 
party, who, in the interests of justice and as a part of 
that most solemn duty enjoined to each, to do all the 
good in his power, shall at least make the attempt. 
The quarrels that are incm-able and finally deepen into 
hatred, are those where there is determined wrong on 
one side — generally the stronger side. And while it 
is the rarest thing in this world, for a spectator to 
brave the distasteful task of pointing out to the 
powerful wrong-doer his evil position, and endeavour- 
ing to convince him of the real nobility of forsaking 
it, n^ver are wanting a whole swarm of parasites and 
those interested in keeping open the breach, to en- 
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courage and flatter and confirm injustice ; till, before 
" long^ it persuades itself of the merit of its own deeds, 
and views them with complacency only more settled 
bv time. 

But there are, nevertheless, quarrels, and very bitter 
and painful ones too, that only wait the Yoice of 
the mediator to vanish into air. They are, when two 
souls of high order spht on a mistake that has arisen, 
it may be accidentally, it may be one of the tares 
purposely sown by some wicked enemy who designs 
to plunder the wheat. If the parties in question are 
not old associates, and have lived apart, they may 
separate with the wildest mistakes, the most extrava- 
gant misconstruction of each other's character. Once 
on a wrong track, every circumstance which really 
points the opposite way but serves to misguide ; and 
ferther and forther apart they go, till those who by 
unity might largely have increased their own happiness 
and that of mankind, live asunder, maimed both in use- 
fulness and the enjoyment of Ufe. But, it is here that 
a third person, resolved, as Lord Wentworth says, to 
" let not a little beat him off so good a work," may 
prove the good physician. Let him take pains to 
ascertain the exact truth, let him state this truth to 
each of the opponents, let him point out the error i 
under which either or both are suffering, and if they 
really be men of lofty souls, his task is done^ his re- 
ward is gained — it is of such, that the Great Teacher 
declared * Blessed are the peace-makers.' 

Laud was about the last person to fulfil these con- 
ditions. The most he was likely to do was, without 
any inquiry into facts, mthout troubling himself 
as to who really was right or wrong to address 
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Iiimself to the weaker party, and advise him not 1638. 
to quarrel but to show his love of peace, by 
yielding unconditionally, perhaps his very honour 
and truth, to the stronger, and he would then 
counsel the stronger who might be altogether in 
the wrong to accept the mean submission. Should 
this equivocal mode fail, he would be likely to 
maintain a pleasant friendship with the strong and 
evil, utterly deserting the weak and just as an ob- 
stiuate wrangler, foolish and perverse who deserved his 
&te. 

Laud's manner of commencing his task was not 
promising. He announced as his sole motive for call- 
ing on the antagonists, the wish of Lord Wentworth 
that he should try to make peace between them. As 
for himself, he had quite work enough of his own to 
attend to, and should be very glad if Lord Clare would 
refiise his interference. Still, as it was a good work, 
and his friend desired him to perform it, he would not 
refuse the trouble. 

His success was in proportion to his zeal. Yet 
Lord Wentworth again wrote : — 

" I still beseech you be pleased to settle a peace, if 
possibly it may be, in the house of my late Lord Clare, 
which I shall most humbly acknowledge. Howbeit, 
perchance this is more than either I or yourself shall 
have from anybody else. But I owe so much to the 
memory of the wife I had from them, that it gives me 
infinite contentment when I am able to further any- 
thing 1 think would have pleased her." 

The attempt proved a total failure. 

Meanwhile, another and much more entangled suit 
^38 progressing. 
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^^^ Up to the year 1637, the strongest of all Lord 
Wentworth's supporters in Ireland, independently of 
his two personal friends, Radcliffe and Wandesforde, 
was Adam Loftus, the Lord Chancellor, who had been 
one of the Lords Justices previous to the arrival of 
the Deputy. Wentworth had on every occasion es- 
pecially acknowledged his help, and it will be remem- 
bered on his late visit to England, procured him the 
honorarium of £3000 in acknowledgment of his good 
services. 

Yet, shortly after this, for some unknown reason, the 
good feeling between the Deputy and Chancellor began 
to decline and show its decay in various insignificant 
matters. At length the smouldering fire burst into an 
open blaze. 

Sir John GifTard brought an action against the Lord 
Chancellor on behalf of Sir Francis Ruishe for breadi 
of contract. It appeared that the eldest son of tiie 
Chancellor had married the daughter of Ruishe, and ' 
at the marriage an agreement was made, that in 
return for a portion of £15,000 brought by the lady, 
the Chancellor sliould settle £300 a year on herself 
and £1200 a year in land on her children. The 
marriage being completed and the portion paid, the 
Chancellor refused to perform his part of the contract 

On this, the father of the lady employed Sir John 
Gififard to bring an action against the defaulter. 

The case was tried before the Lord Deputy and 
Council, and decided against the Chancellor, who, on 
this, loudly protested against the sentence, challenged 
the authority of the Court and bitterly accused the 
Lord Deputy of having secretly instigated the pro- 
ceedings against him. Lord Wentworth in return 
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nto one of his diseased and undjring rages, and ^^^' 
lately sent his report to England. He soon 
id a letter from Mr. Secretary Coke, to the 
that his Majesty was highly displeased that the 
Chancellor, so great and ancient a judge, and 
3st understood how to make perfect answers, 
now by three imperfect answers to the Lord 
f and Council, have shown disrespect to justice 
ishonour both to the Lord Deputy and the 

3rder to prevent any farther scandal to the 
iment by so eminent an example of contempt, 
ing requested the Lord Deputy, in case the 
3llor persisted in denying his authority and that 

Council, to take the seals from him and use 
ompulsory means as law and justice required, 
msidering his long service and present old age, 
t once submitted, his oflfence was to be passed 
i he was to retain his oflSce, which otherwise 

be elsewhere disposed of 

this message of his Majesty, Coke added the 

ng scornful comment of his own. 

le Lord Chancellor is in your hands, which, I am 

ied, will support him better than his own, in 

irmity of his age and passion." 

right or wrong as might have been the Chan- 

in the main cause, it was unjustifiable to treat 

:e a child in this manner, and he very properly 

\ to submit. He accordingly petitioned the 

for leave to come to England and lay the case 

him. As long ago as the year 1628, permis- 

) come to England whenever he pleased had 

panted him under the great seal, it was there- 
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'l::..:i:.j LI::. :. L.vi-> :Le CLaiic-ellor's departure. 
I: "a- :Lr :: :Lr ^.LsiaLi double-faceJ ways of 
C'..\r'.r>. Fir-:. 1-:- I.ai driven the Deputy absolute 
p-.'"v: .v-r :_v ivteilaL:. TLen. without the least 
rv:--r.L. . :: :L:s. Le :-i\i :cade the defendant absolutely 



1: v.^i^ I.:: "ikel.- tlat wiih the Kinir's license for 

■.:^ IvT Anir. :Le C Lar.ceiIor should submit, nor WM 

i: ::.::r : r . ..illv :L:\: witli the Kiuirs warrant to com- 

:.::: Lin.. Weiiw: r:L sLl'uM forbear. In such a cue, 

il.e s:r.::^'vs: :::i;s: win the ilay. and accordingly, Sir 

Aiir.iL L.irv.s was deprived of his seals of oflSce and 

c:::.:i:i::e i : :• i rison by tlie Lord Deputy and all the 

t .'.:.■- ii :\r c::;te:r.j:: of coun. An account was sat 

to t:.e Ki:.^\ wLo iLcroupon fully condrnied his com- 

nii:::\I, lui at t::e Siinie time declared his intention of 

Leariiij- the ar-ieal ot the Chancellor, on condition that 

he ai'oi':riscd to the Court for his contemptnoos 

bchavic'ur. If lie di.l this, he was not to come to 

Eniriand at once, but to stav in Ireland till he had 

stated all his gr^'unds of appeal, and answered all the 

charges of the Lord I)eputy and Council in full. But 
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lie still reftised to apologise, and this being reported to i^^a 

Ae King, a royal message was sent to the Lord 

and Council, expressing the most complete 

^^Ipinrobation of their conduct to the unlucky Chan-* 

MDor, ** Only," said his Majesty : " we mislike your 

uch forbearance and patientfe, in permitting such 

idalous disrespect to be cast by him both upon you, 

%ar Deputy, and upon the Board ; which reflect upon 

authority and the government very much, and are 

Bot to be passed over. 

** We do, therefore, require you to call him again 

you, and represent unto him his miscarriage in 

sort as it appeareth by your said letters and our 

mislike thereof. And withal, let him know, that 

reparation of the honour due to us and our govem- 

it there, we require him to submit himself, and to 

acknowledge his fault before you, and to petition for 

-^pttidon in that behalf; without performance whereof 

are to keep him still in his restraint ; and we are 

^IteBolved not to admit him to our presence; which 

^utiberwise (that and such other things being performed 

f- *g oar former letters required) we are pleased to grant, 

^Hnd that with such expedition as you desire/' * 

^ What was the use of resistance after such a warning 

tt this? Nothing but the consciousness of inno- 

; once and the resolution to suffer rather than gain 

"tie3»3f by ignoble means, could have sustained the 

€9uDicellor in continued defiance. Of one of these he 

ms certainly deficient. 

Lord Wentworth and the Council both declared 
fhat he had so grossly misrepresented matters that 

* Thb EjBg to the Lord Deputy and Council, ii, 196. 
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1638. nothing less than a public hearing of the case should 
satisfy them, as the only way to vindicate the honour 
of their proceedings, and their own good name to the 
world.* 

They charged the Lord Chancellor with "foul trans- 
gressions in the exercise of his place, to the greit 
scandal of his Majesty's catholic justice and oppresedon 
of the subject, as well as to his lordship's own par« 



' ticular benefit." If they were pot able to prove 
words, then would they have abused the King. 

They " imputed to the Chancellor his insolent 
breaking through even all his Majesty's directicms fer 
the government of this kingdom (Ireland), and that^ 
by his vast assumptions and universal irregularitieSi 
he hath invaded and disordered the whole firame rf 
justice and all the other courts of judicature throngb- 
out the kingdom, and do all to a man advertise diat| 
in our poor opinions, that lord, the peace and pros- 
perity of this State and his Majesty's affairs cannot any 
longer stand together.'' 

The style of these general charges are so manifesdy 
exaggerated that it would be quite unjust to condemn 
Loftus from them. The fact that the whole of the 
Council joined against him is also no proof of guilt 
Innumerable have been the cases in which a large 
number have joined to condemn an innocent perscxL 
Nothing but a knowledge of the whole of the feds 
can enable us to judge this or any other case jostly. 
And these we do not possess, as, unfortunately, tihe 
great events that so rapidly followed prevented a 
rigorous revision of the trial of this case. 

• The Lord Deputy to Sir John Wintonr, il, 227. 
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A vagae report, given by Lord Clarendon, ascribes 1638, 
ike interest of Lord Wentworth in behalf of the pay- 
ment of the marriage settlement of the young Lady 
Loftns to a scandalous intrigue between himself and 
her, some letters " of a tender nature " having " been 
aaid '' to be found in her cabinet after her death. But 
of this, also, there is not the slightest proof Neither 
iiie letters nor a single sentence from them were ever 
giyeiiy while the defendant made not the slightest 
aUusion to such a cause. But as Lord Wentworth's 
brother had married a Mrs. Ruishe, there was a very 
ample reason for the Deputy taking a special interest 
ID this case. 

The strongest argument is furnished by the Lord 
Ghancellor against himself. To gain his release, he 
mgJDted a mean petition for pardon, with a confession, 
which, if false, tells more against him than if it were 
true, and exhibits one of the most painful pictures of 
humiliation and cowardice, while, at the same time, 
an old man compelled to such an utterance by fear 
alone cannot but excite our pity for himself and disgust 
for those whose lack of mercy and forbearance forced 
him into such a position, using the helplessness of old 
age as a tool of crime. 

Notwithstanding this confession, he did not gain 
his liberty. His neglect to comply with the orders of 
the Council in several matters — such, for instance, as 
sequestrating a portion of his estate to pay the sum sued 
for — furnished cause for detaining him in prison, and 
it was not till the 19th of November, 1639, that his 
appeal against the judgment was heard before the 
King and the Privy Council of England. He gained 
nothing by it, as the Irish sentence was fully confirmed 
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-"^ ~ -~-^ ir-;--r. il: :.r was compelled to pay the 

A> :t: i^^ ^r :iL ;-:rr. he appears to have been 
— *— "^-^ ^ rri>:i 15 assigned for his breaking 
11-: . •-m:: 1t ihi '^..zi.z^.v made, and the error of 
_:r-. ^ riT"^ n:: irr-rAr? :o have been not in deciding: 
::.•: :i->T j^l:l>: liz:, azi crsipelling him to keep his 
~:r:- : ~: :i :-Lr rf r:*^ aad merciless manner he 
nL:i:.L:r.r: : i ziAi. ^^i:. if in ihe wrong, was old, 
jli: : X.-. >-^- A :i::lri- strrant to both the King and 
: s .•::":;. at.: ~:.:. 'xi:.r compelled to do justice, 
ni^^i" : '."-. .'--i- >TnLrri ihe petry indignity of a public 

A :v.,r: 1 ..;.>,vi: :«::~^:::n 'iurinffthe time was the 
o::< ..:.*?,:: ;: l.ri W^-tvvonh with Lord ClitfonL 
V . "^.r*^ A> :. .> :•:•:: r. A-rv3:y stated, had been ordered 
:; :. : ".::.>.: :~ r-:.»ii:ir>s, and he had written to : 

".v. ^'^ „:.:■•■ r::: >r:ke openly, and expressed . 
. >/: ".:.. !.<< ; :.r.iv:::e than hitherto. He said 
* : >" ;;: l : .r ::.:•: :".v w:::; the affairs of Scotland 
...">;> ;.::•'.•:':: — ::.v k:r.^.i?m was enough for him 
:: /*::;:..: : ': ::.-: M:ir]u:s of Hamilton, who had 
\\v >:• : ;.> !v"*.\:'s .ir.:Va>sal':r to them, should fafl 
: *;v.\ 1. ?-. ^V.v.:^v.r:'.■. :h:;:i:hrthe effect would be in 
i'N;r> '-w- v.: >: :r."V'.v>: me and distracting. The 
:v.*^,\:v. r;*: w.\> :v.;r;- :.^ be feared than anv out- 
>v;r,^. o:\-v.v. >; '.v.^ .-,s ::;oy were all united against 
:*:o ...::. r :^:: VI; w>. he :V.: sure, must be exchauffed. 
T; Vis V:\ :".;vr-::>!;uv, 0I:3ord, who had always 
Kvv. cr.,r.y ,;::.u'iu\i lo l.im, he gave the following 






• Yoi; ti.-iy iv sure yvHi are to have your share. 
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And a business, indeed, worth your looking unto, as lesa 
an occasion wherein you may not only express your 
Tirtae and the ancient faith of your house to the 
Grown, but make it a great and ready step to your 
own honour and fortune. And therefore, in my judg- 
ment, you are with all cheerftdness and diligence to 
attend and execute such commands as his Majesty may 
lionour your Lordship with/' 

He then advised him strongly to see to the train- 
ing of his men with his own eye, assuring him that 
the presence of the commander had a wonderful eflfect 
on the progress of the men. He especially advised 
bim to be a proficient in the use of pike and musket, 
when soldiers saw their officers well acquainted 
the commonest duties, it encouraged them greatly 
to learn them themselves. This plan would make him 
quickly master of work which, if trusted to inferiors* 
would be drawn out to a mighty length. 

" I wish myself at your elbow for an hour a day next 
week," said Lord Wentworth, kindly, " in which 
time if I made you not the best musketeer Trent 
North, you should never trust to my assumption at 
after." 

He then warned him to be very careful in choosing 
only able-bodied men, licensing all aged and decrepit 
persons to go free, and send strong ones in their 
places. 

Also after he had carefully trained men for service, 
not to allow them to exchange without his special war- 
rant, or that of some responsible officer. The trained 
men should, as far as possible, be either householders 
themselves, or the sons of good yeomen, with settled 
places of abode, so as not to be tempted to flit about. 

TOL. II. L 
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1838. He was to accustom his men to bear the weight of 
their armour and weapons, so that it might as soon as 
possible become easy. Above all, let him win the 
King's confidence in his fideUty, and deserve it. And 
as it was likely there would be a garrison placed in 
Carlisle, he could not too soon use the interest of his 
friends to be made governor of it. It was all the more 
worth Lord Clifford's trial, as Wentworth believed that 
when once the garrison was there it was not likely to 
be removed again. 

At present, he believed the King would surely send 
CUfford some able soldier to aid him in his task ; but^ 
if not, he himself would let him have a practised officer 
from his own army, who should teach his men the usd 
of arms, and that "better perhaps than one of yoiir 
great colonels, who many times vainly think it an 
inferior thing for them to know anything that beloDgs 
thereunto." 

Fervently did Lord Wentworth endeavour to raise 
up friends for his master, and inspire them with loyalty 
against the straggle he began too plainly to see could 
not be avoided. 

To the Marquis of Lome he wrote, thanking him for 
his warning, and calling on him to support the King. 
" In a time so uncertain and declining towards disobe- 
dience," he told him, "it becomes us all, especially 
persons of your lordship's blood and abiUties, actively 
and avowedly to serve the Crown. A perfunctory 
duty is less, by much less, than can acquit us either in 
ourselves or to others, never to stand in judgment before 
the clear discerning eye of our great and wise master. 
To be lazy lookers on, to lean to the King behind 
the curtain, or to whisper forth only our allegiance, will 
not serve our turn." 
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next argument was artfally directed to the i63a 
self interest of Lord Lome, of whose disinterestedness 
lie had many and grave doubts. He himself truly 
needed no such argument to serve the King as the 
following : — 

**Much rather ought we to break our shins in 
annlation who should go soonest and furthest in 
MBiirance, and in courage to uphold the prerogatives 
and fall dominion of the Crown, ever remembering 
ourselves that nobility is such a grudged and envied 
jAece of monarchy that all tumultuary force oflfered to 
Sjngs doth ever in the second place fall upon the 
peers, being such motes in the eyes of a giddy multi- 
tude as they never believe themselves clear sighted 
into their liberty, indeed, till these be at least levelled 
to a parity, as the other altogether removed to give 
better prospect to their anarchy." 

Now follows a striking illustration of Lord Went- 
worth's views on religion. He is perfectly honest in 
what he says : — 

" But most lamentable it is to hear that religion 
shoold be once mentioned to patronise the disobedience 
of subjects towards their King; that it should be 
preached in a Protestant Church, against so excellent 
and Christian a prince, is most scandalous, and in- 
flames and heightens the madness of it beyond all 
example. 

" Could Bellarmine, Mariana, with all the rest of 
that rebellious college do more? Nay, did they 
ever so much ? Certainly, no. For they never ab- 
solved subjects of their allegiance, but when the Kjng 
in their opinion was heretick in fundamentals. 

** But to shake off that strait bond for discipline, for 
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1638. ceremonies, j^ tilings (let Mr. Bloyer and his Presbyters 
rage never so much to the contrary) purely and 
simply indifferent^ is more, in truth, I think, than the 
Church of Rome itself can justly be convicted or 
accused of. 

" May God, therefore, in his goodness avert that 
mischief, that great impiety from amongst us, and give 
us the grace with modesty and humility to look into 
and discern those better duties which all law of God 
and man exact of us in these exigents.'' 

If these things were indeed purely and simply in- 
diflferent, why should the King force them on a nation 
at the expense of war. Certainly Wentworth himself 
would not have done it. ^He now supported the King 
not to uphold his religion but his authority, even in 
such trifles. But to the Scots they were no more 
trifles than the great idol to which Nebuchadnezzar 
bade the prophet bow. All through the Old Testa- 
ment idolatry Avas stamped as the greatest of sins. 
All through the New Testament Christ and the 
Apostles had marked their worship by its absolute 
simpUcity and absence of form. Christ himself preached 
anywhere. On the heights of the mountain, by the 
waves of the sea, even amid the fields of com his 
voice was heard. The very strongest of his denuncia- 
tions was reserved for the Pharisees, who, leaving the 
spirit, rested all on the empty form of religion. Paul 
had not hesitated to denounce the superstition that 
imagined the Lord of Heaven and Earth could 
narrow his dwelling-place to a temple made with 
hands. 

What possible precedent or authority could be found 
in the acts of the first disciples for enforcing the wearing 
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of a surplice, the turning to the east, the bowing at i638. 
the name of Christ in a creed, while the name of God 
himself was passed over without notice ? 

To obey the orders of Laud and the King, with 
T^ard to these things was, in the eyes of the Scots, 
to become idolaters. In religion, no single thing was 
a matter of indifference to them, and that any " exi- 
gence " could compel them to place the law of the 
King above that of God they denied. 

K it be objected that they were wrong in thus en- 
deavouring to act up to a code of laws founded for 
another people in another land long ages ago, the 
answer is plain. The King, equally with themselves, 
professed to make this volume his law. To measure 
him by it, therefore, was simply to judge him by the 
standard he himself had set. 

Having done his best with the Lords Clifford and 
Lome, Lord Wentworth had now the disagreeable but 
imperative duty of admonishing his nephew. Sir Wil- 
liam Savile, for refusing to obey the commands of his 
Vice-President, Sir Edward Osborne, to send his horses 
to York. That any one related to himself should be 
so mutinous was especially grievous, and, knowing how 
great must have been the annoyance of the writer, the 
tone is all the more surprising. That a man capable 
of administering deserved reproof in a manner so 
courteous, dignified, and reasonable, should at other 
times have given way to malignant abuse, and for a 
mere trifle, is very lamentable. It is difficult to imagine 
a more worthy and gracious reprimand to an obsti- 
nate and hot-headed young man than Lord Wentworth 
administered. It must be remembered that Savile 
was the son of Lord Wentworth's sister, orphaned of 
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1638. both his parents, and had been as a child committed to 
the care of his uncle by his father, who had been a 
close friend of Wentworth. 

Such conduct as that of Savile could in no light be 
justified. Had he belonged to the popular party, he 
had no right to hold office and set the laws at defiance. 
As it was, he professed himself a loyal adherent of the 
King, and yet insulted his superior officer, and set a 
bad example of insubordination. 

He showed great ingratitude to Lord Wentworth, 
by adding to his troubles as President To disobey 
Sir Edward Osborne was,in fact, to disobey Lord Went- 
worth. The latter had always been a most kind uncle 
to Savile. He had proved a faithful guardian to him 
when left an orphan, and for many years had devoted 
a large portion of his time to the management of his 
nephew's estates. His letter* had no influence on 
Savile, who continued to oppose Osborne as befoiei 
and soon gave cause for a new remonstrance. 

Lord Wentworth now received a letter from the 
Bishop of Down, warning him a justice of the peace in 
the country of Antrim, and a Scot of good properly 
both in Ireland and Scotland, had secretly gone to 
Scotland, and there signed the Covenant. The Bishop be- 
lieved that many other Scots in Ireland had followed the 
example of Adair ; that all the Puritans in his diocese 
were quite confident that the revolt in Scotland would 
have the effect of procuring toleration for themselves. 
Many whom he had brought to conformity had now 
again broken loose. Scotch merchants coming to 



* This letter will be'^found in the Strafford Papers. It is with nraeh 
regret that I find my limits exclude it here. 
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Ireland on business openly avowed they had signed the leaa 
Covenant, and boldly justified the Act. 

To this Lord Wentworth replied by advising the 
Bishop to remain quiet till they had captured Adair. 
He told him to find out the names of all who had 
signed the Covenant and send them to him. 

To this the Bishop answered, that there were many 
not only in his diocese but all over Ireland, who had 
signed, only he could not prove the fact. He had 
lately no intelligence from Scotland, as all his letters 
had been intercepted. But he sent a list of persons, 
with this remarkable assertion : — 

"I daresay that these persons whose names I 
present to your Lordship are guilty, because they 
aie notable Nonconformists, and have been lately in 
Scotland" 

Ab for those who contemned his process and opposed 
hiB jurisdiction, they were more than would fill all the 
jails in Ireland As in Scotland they had signed a 
bond to defend each other by arms, so in Ireland they 
had vowed to defend each other by oaths. They made 
him weary of his life. 

It was quite true that the Scots in Ireland were 
grovdng confident. Charles had tried to deceive their 
countrymen at home by every kind of false concession, 
simply to keep them quiet till the spring. 

But his acts were vain. There were too many in 
England to sympathise with Scotland to render it pos- 
sible to hide from them his secret preparations for 
war. The Scots were kept well informed of what was 
going on, and refused to be deceived. 

Charles, therefore, told Wentworth he was at ftdl 
liberty to use his own judgment to make what prepa- 
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163& rations he thought fit in Ireland, and, though he could 
' ~~ not afford to diminish the anny there, still he hoped 
he would be able at least to spare him five hundred 
men to garrison Carlisle. He was to send an answer 
at once to this effect, and to be sure to observe the 
utmost secresy in the matter. If he could manage 
the men, then some pretext must be invented for their 
leaving Ireland. Also the King hoped he would send 
him some good cannon. 
I To this Lord Wentworth replied that he would 

provide the five hundred men by the end of two 
months — earlier would be impossible, as they would 
have to be selected and brought together from various 
different garrisons. 

They should be well provided for a twelvemonth 
with powder, bullets, and matches from the Irish 
stores. They and their ofBcers sliould be of the firmest 
loyalty to the Crown ; they should be men of great , 
bodily strength, and perfect in the knowledge of their 
profession ; in short, said Wentworth, proudly, 
" such as England itself, without sometime of exer- 
cise and practice, shall hardly be able to set beside 
them." 

It is easy to imagine the busy care he would 
employ in sending out such a picked body as 
should call forth expressions of admiration from all 
beholders. 

Any one might safely have staked his life on what 
the appearance of these troops was certain to be. 

Then for the pretence which Charles had wamei 
the Lord Deputy must be made for raising this force, 
Wentworth had composed a pleasant little fiction. 
He should say that, as he heard that the Marquis oE 
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' Lome was fortifying the other side of the water i63a 

without the King's orders, it seemed to hiili very 
; mBpicioos, especially as the^Scots were riding up and 
^ down the same part armed with the, for them, very 
unusual weapon of a sword. The Council should con- 
finn this story, and thus prevent any idea of the real 
destination of the troops, who were publicly to be 
' kvied for Carrickfergus, Deny, and Coleraine. 
\ A ship was to be in readiness to embark them at 
; the appointed time, and the port of disembarkation 
Lord Wentworth advised to be Whitehaven, in Cum- 
berland, within two days' march of then: destination. 

He advised that their pay, from the day of their 

leaving their present quarters, should be raised from 

rixpence to eightpence a day, in order to encourage 

them. Sixpence was the Irish, eightpence the English 

rate, lOid the soldiers might reasonably complain if, in 

^ England, they had not English pay. It was true this 

would increase the expense to £1500 in a year, but 

the cheerfuhiess and contentment it would give would 

be wortk more than the money. As for the oflScers, 

. he would trust to the King's princely bounty for such 

-. augmentation as they should merit. Still, he must 

, lemind his Majesty that the deduction of this force 

^ was very perilous at such a time, and, therefore, he 

\)egged permission to raise an equal number of men to 

; replace it. 

The next question was for a commander for the de- 
parting troops. Lord Wentworth thought they would 
prefer to serve under one they knew, and for that 
purpose he recommended Sir Francis Wilioughby, who 
Would accompany them to England. But if that were 
iiot convenient, then he suggested his own brother-in- 
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1838. law, Lord Clifford, already the King's Lieutenant on 
the Border. He was by nature secret, trusty, and 
loyal. Besides this, he belonged to a family of great 
honour and countenance in those regions, and, indeed, 
it might be an excellent thing for his Majesty's a£^rs 
if Lord Clifford were made Governor of Carlisle. 

This suggestion was carelessly slipped in betwerai 
the advice for the disposal of the men, which he now 
continQed. It would be very needful to add to thk 
Irish force at least fifty if not a hundred horsemen, 
who might serve also as scouts along the Border. 

He then adverted to the King's demand for cannon. 
He had a sufficient quantity of ordnance, but strange 
to say, it was all at present useless for want of car- 
riage. He had sent for seasoned planks to England 
to supply this want, but was answered, there was none 
in store. He then ordered wood to be felled in Ire- 
land, but as yet it was not seasoned, the Irish timber i 
being not only bad but cut at the wrong time. How- 
ever, by Wliitsuntide he trusted to have twelve fidd 
pieces, and eight pieces of battery ready mounted. 

Having thus settled his own part. Lord Wentworth j 
proceeded to advise the King for the future. By all ] 
means, he must fortify Dumbarton, aud secure it by a " 
strong garrison. The place was of the utmost import- J 
ance, and three thousand men might be placed there J 
to the best advantage, aud by the help of the fleet be | 
victualled from Ireland if necessary. 

By the fleet, also, ail the best harbours on the south- j 
western coast might be gained, and with the concur- ' 
rence of Lords Nithsdale and Kircudbright, and othetJ 
loyal Scots, all the ground between the two garrisons | 
might be secured. Besides, " with suuh a cloud hang- 
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ing behind over their backs/' the Presbyters would 1638. 
hardly be able to preach far from home. And so, at 
least, they would be forced to keep the fire within their 
own borders, without bursting forth to the annoyance 
of their neighbours. K matters should come to ex- 
tremity, it would be worthy of his Majesty's wisdom 
to think how at once he could seize all the shipping of 
the Scots both in England and Scotland, particularly 
to pounce upon as many of their ships coming laden 
from the yintage in France, and those fishing on their 
own coasts. " Perchance, taking from them their wine, 
it might render them more sober." 

But the most important step of all was to seize 
Leith, to fortify it strongly and garrison it with ten 
thousand men. This would not be difficult by means 
of the fleet which should carry this force, and by 
oommandmg the line of coast, provision the town at 
pleasure. 

Only let his Majesty cast his eye on the map and 
note how handsomely Leith, Dumbarton, Berwick, and 
CSarlisle lie quartered to cut off all the lower and best 
part of Scotland from the rest. 

The Scots were understood to be much excited with 
hapes of help from their countrymen in Ireland, and 
indeed there was so much arrogance among them 
there, that the conjecture was likely enough. Still 
Lord Wentworth was confident he could keep all quiet, 
on one condition, viz., he must have full authority to 
dieck the first signs of revolt and crush the serpent in 
the egg. 

Then followed one of those repulsive outbursts of 
insolence which from time to time disfigure his corre- 
ipondence. After many lines of vnsdom, of thought, 
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1638. of foresight ; after fond expressions of loyalty and 
firiendship, suddenly do these most odious utterances 
start forth. It is quite possible that some paroxysm of 
bodily agony aroused the demon at these moments, 
and prompted words that in calmer feelings he might 
not have spoken. Knowing what at this very time he 
was enduring in the shape of the most racking internal 
disease that can tear the human frame, in addition to 
the gout, we may be charitable enough to suppose 
that possible. Meanwhile, justice reluctantly must be 
obeyed, and the words alluded to, literally given. " Let 
none magnify of these barbarous mutineers, as being 
above your Majesty's discipline to correct and reduce. 
For it is not possible in human reason, but they are 
without much difficulty to be bowed to right reason 
without adventuring of many blows. For, by the way, 
I should never adnse to afford them the honour of 
striking a battle with the Crown, much rather to keep 
them in with strong garrisons by land, with your fleet 
at sea, and so watch, fast, and starve them out of this 
madness into their right wits. 

" Undoubtedly, sir, there is nothing much to be feared, 
or indeed considerable, but the expense of treasure in 
the service. And first or last, sure they should forth 
of their own store defray the charge, that invited us 
to this drunken and surfeited banquet; and, in the 
mean time, be forced into large contributions to these 
neighbouring garrisons, procuring them to be qpoken, 
withal, in the same rate Absalom, we read, did with 
Joab." Two days had not elapsed after this sentence 
was penned, when Sir Edward Osborne, for whose 
judgment Lord Wentworth had a high respect, sat 
down to send him an opinion altogether the reverse. 
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Osborne knew the Scotch better than Wentworth. lesa 
Be had been near the Border, too, since these troubles 
began, and had frequently conversed with the Scotch 
commissioners in their passage to and fro. The Marquis 
of Hamilton had just returned quite defeated in his 
n^otiations. All his attempts to put the Scots off 
their guard had &iled. Concession after concession 
kid been offered, and to those who knew nothing more 
than the offers of the King, the Covenanters might 
justly have appeared unreasonable and ungovernable. 
Bat there was the old, old story behind the scenes — the 
duplicity of Charles. So notorious was his character 
by this time as a liar and a perjurer, that they would 
have been weak indeed to have trusted to his word 
without beatmg the ground on all sides. And the 
Scots were about the last people in the world to neg- 
lect this. They were far harder to deceive than the 
English. They kept their spies in all directions, and 
had besides good con-espondents among the discon- 
tented Southerners. Despite the " secrecy " and the 
" pretexts " and the " caution " of the King, his move- 
ments and preparations were quite sufficiently known 
to them to enable them to make counter-strokes in 
retam. And a murmur, rolling and growing louder 
as it neared the Border, thrilled the whole frame of 
many with a foreboding of a very different struggle 
from that imagined by Wentworth. This opinion. Sir 
Edward Stanhope, Colonel of the Train Bands of York, 
Ycntured to express to the Lord Deputy, thus : — 

"Give me leave to dissent somewhat from your 
loidship. You do not think the lion is so terrible as 
te is painted. Point blank against this I am not, and 
yet think he is terrible enough to fear (frighten) us. 
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1C38. " That he is terrible enough to fear us, sure, though 
it cannot be but that we in number are more thai 
twenty to one. Yet how often hath that failed both 
in the Roman wars, the Turkish, the French, and with 
us against them, besides a numberless number of more 
examples, more ancient, more modem, and nearer 
hand. 

"It hath been, especially in places of advantage, 
by the greatest commander in the world, thought too 
many hands have as often done hurt as too few. And 
doubtless they are able to bring men enough to the 
field (though not to supply losses) yet to give battle 
to any prince in Christendom, and keep as many as 
may secure their own country, if there were need of 
anything but the country itself to kill them that assault 
it. Out of doubt, they may draw out above three 
score thousand strong, able, well-armed men, such as 
hardly will be terrified with any danger, and such as 
are inured to all the ills that war commonly puts 
soldiers to.'' 

Stanhope here alluded to the numerous Scots who, 
under the command of their countryman, Lesly, had 
learned the art of war under Gustavus Adolphus. To 
have fought under the standards of this great king was 
to have obtained the highest certificate of competency 
and endurance. Stanhope well knew the King was 
arousing no mere barbarous mutineers, but veteraa 
warriors, to be terrified with no danger, worn out by 
no hardship. 

" Though in the first,'' he submitted, " we may 
equal them, as long as health and strength lasts, yet 
doubtless in the other we fall far short. It is most 
certain of such men, excellently well armed, they ha^e 
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in one shire thirty thousand. We are, questionless, less. 
br inferior to them in number of great and expert 
commanders within this kingdom. And I fear if it 
dionld come to that, which God avert, they would be 
too &r within to be easily cast out again by those sent 
far from foreign parts. 

" And I am persuaded — ^nay, it cannot be, but we 
shall have work enous^h to draw our eyes, hands, and 
kearts from them to g^ard more precious things." 

Not only did Sir Edward differ from Lord Went- 
worth in his estimate of the power of the Scots, but he 
widely dissented from him in another equally important 
matter. 

Lord Wentworth, strangely enough, was altogether 
blind to the sympathy that must needs exist between 
die English and Scotch Nonconformists. He looked 
ODthem as ancient enemies, who maintained the old 
feelings of hatred to each other ; and, with a most in- 
comprehensible lack of his usual caution, he wrote to 
the King: 

"Let none persuade your Majesty to distrust the 
loyalty and cheerftdness of your EngUsh subjects on this 
occasion. For, upon my faith to God, I believe they 
will be found very ready and trusty in the pursuance 
o( all your commands, and most unwilling to divide 
tikes with the other. And, as for this subject (the 
Iiidi), questionless, the Enghsh (and native in this 
exigent) are most assured no suspicion to be had of 
them at all." 

So far fix)m agreeing to this. Sir Edward Stanhope 
tdd him: "Doubtless, no part of his Majesty's 

dominions but would be infested more or less. Nay, 

which is worse, who can tell how many hearts they 
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1638. have (God pardon and turn the hearts of such) in this 
* kingdom 9 Who, though they may he dratmi to the 
fields may fight so faintly as they had better run away. 
Nay, perhaps if fortune smile pn them in any one 
conflict, false cowards may prove fatal and bloody 
butchers to their own side." 

Notwithstanding the harsh words he applied at 
times, perhaps to testify his own loyalty, it is quite 
evident that Stanhope not only fully understood the 
character and appreciated the power of dogged re- 
sistance in the Scots, but that he did not conceal from 
himself that their course was a just one, and that the 
feeUng of its justice would inspire them with as much 
strength as all their weapons, and that both together 
would be likely to make them irresistible. He plainly 
disapproved of the King's measures, and pointed out 
every obstacle to his success ; perhaps in the hopes of 
converting Lord Wentworth to his own opinion, and 
of obtaining his influence in renouncing all persuasion 
of the King to the war. 

"If," said he, " it should come to so great a mis- 
chief as a winter war, if they were able to Ue in their 
trenches and have store of provision (as I believe they 
would have, for doubtless they will make these parts 
the seat of war), they scarce would ever need to fight, 
but would find cold nights and ill weather their 
familiar friends ; and we, I mean the common soldier, 
would be found dead under every hedge. 

"Doubtless, in point of enduring hardiness and 
fighting in blood, the courage of the peasant is as 
great as of either the gentlemen or noblemen, quite 
contrary to them of France, and as now effeminated." 

The attention of the reader is especially called io 



THE LIFE OP THOMAS WENTWORTH. 161 

lie next words of Sir Edward Stanhope. They are in i63a 
iTery way remarkable, not only for the sentiments 
hey contain, but as coming from a man whose position 
W93 altogether opposed to that of the "men of whom 
be was speaking. They must have fallen strangely on 
the thoughts of Lord Wentworth. 

"Neither," says Stanhope, "is it a small encourage- 
ment to the common soldier to fight for victory, 
Sberty, maintenance of their laws and privileges, 
besides booty and riches. 

** Whereas we have but one of these, the glory of 
the victory, which of how mean estimation it is, and 
how insensible the common people (our strength in 
reqpect to number) are of it, we may by experience 
Mj find. 

" Nor is it not to be unregarded that these will have 
less courage to fight against such as intend us no ill, 
Int in their own defence, and perhaps will seem to 
take nothing from us but that the necessity of war 
compels them to." 

Stanhope did not think the Irish could be depended 
<n. They were more likely to take advantage of a 
fine of trouble to turn against the English. 

At last, he pointed out to Lord Wentworth the real 
ley to the supposed ingratitude of the Scots. 

"The late Proclamation, doubtless, was a very 
jpacious satisfaction to their demands, yet they think 
ft such a thing as is void of all reality, and rather a 
than a declaration of Kberty from surmised 
ievances, only published to gain time, and lose the 
antage supposed now in their hands. The con- 
ion and bond lately published (by the King) and 
ijoined to be sworn to by all people of all estates and 

Tou n. X 
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1638. degrees within the kingdom is suspected to aim at no 
other end, but as a bait cast out among dogs to set 
them together by the ears, and rather to annihilate 
and break asunder their former covenant." 

Stanliope was not the only man who recognised the 
real blackness of the approaching cloud. Other in- 
telligence also reached Lord Wentworth, such as made 
his first confidence of an easy victory begin to fail, and 
to show him matters in their real light. His health 
continued to decay. After his excursion into the 
country, he returned to Dublin much less benefited 
than usual, and had scarcely reached the castle before 
a relapse swept away what little increase of strengtii 
he had gained. Again we meet with the melancholy 
apologies in his letters for his shortcomings on account 
of his health. Thus to the King : 

'' Having already been three days and three nights 
in a sharp pain of the gout, I do most humbly desire 
leave to borrow the pen of my secretary," &c. 

" My indisposition hath so hindered this despatch, 
as before I had freed my hands of it, I am overtaken 
with your Majesty's," &c., &c. 

** I write in much pain and in a very untoward 
posture, be your Majesty therefore pleased to pardon 
the disorder of the discourse and the badness of the 
character," &c. 

" I caused myself to be taken forth of my bed and 
to be set in this chair, that so I might humbly write 
tliese lines to your Majesty," &c. 

'' If your Majesty knew the pain I here bear in 
writing thus much, your goodness would pardon thes& 
scribbles," &c. 



i 
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To the Earl of Newcastle. 

" You will be pleased to admit a lame man's answer 
forth of his bed, by the hand of his secretary, that is 
not able for the present to move any way but by the 
help of others," &c. 

To Sir John Wintour. 

" This will be in answer to yours of the 5th of 
November, nor could it be any at all without the help 
of my secretary's pen ; in regard the gout hath so 
lodged me in my bed as disables me in present to 
write myself," &c. 

Thus did the year draw wearily to its end. Yet so 

lesolved was the stem suflFerer to be in no doubt as to 

the condition of the five hundred troops promised to 

the King, that frequently, when the least movement 

was torture, he insisted on being lifted into a Utter and 

carried to the parade-ground, there to see the men go 

flffough their exercises, and assure himself of their 

perfection by the time of departure. 



1638. 



CHAPTER Vn. 



^^»> GuooMiLT, and charged with ruin and death, broke 
the year 1639. 

The autumn had been consumed in vain discussions 
and proclamations by the King, that he was willmg to 
grant every desire of the Covenanters, and assertioDS 
that the charge that he was only striving to gain time 
in order to raise a force against them, was a report 
** than which hell itself could have raised none falser." * 
His denials of his preparations did but the more exas- 
perate the Scots, who were kept constantly informed of 
the truth, and by the new year they were in open 
revolt. By order of their Assembly, soldiers were 
levied, and taxes imposed for paying them ; fortifications 
were raised. Edinburgh Castle was seized, and the 
whole nation awaked. Everywhere, the ministers of 
the Covenant harangued the people to join in the holy 
war against Popery and in defence of their own religion. 
Believing every word of the Old Testament to be 
literally inspired, and that every prayer there recorded 
to have been uttered by David or any other eminent 
chief of the chosen race, was a Divine example for 
them to follow, the imprecations breathed by the King 

* Rushworth, voL ii, 569. 
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of Israel against his enemies chimed in remarkable 1639. 
harmony with their own excited feelings at this instant, 
and as they had lawfully the pick and choice of the 
whole sacred volume, which, it must be acknowledged, 
comprises texts of sympathy for every conceivable state 
of mind, it is not to be wondered that an assembly of 
elders of the Church, who, " after sermon, sat down, 
not a gown amongst them all, but many had swords 
and daggers," should infinitely have preferred the 
Psalms, which declared the Lord to be a man of 
war, filled with hatred towards his enemies, to the 
precepts of mercy and forgiveness set forth in the 
Gospel. 

Consequently, it was not uncommon for pious men to 
pray publicly for vengeance on their enemies, inde- 
pendently of deliverance for themselves, as, for example : 
One minister said from the pulpit, that as the seven 
sons of Gibeon were hanged before the Lord, so the 
wrath of God would not depart from them till twice 
seven prelates (the number of the Scotch bishops was 
fourteen) were hanged in the same manner. Another 
refused to pray for the provost of Edinburgh on his 
death-bed, because he had not signed the Covenant. 
Another wished in his sermon that he and all the 
bishops were at sea in a bottomless boat together, as 
he would gladly go down if they might perish at the 
same time. 

It is all very well to hold up the hands at these 
uncharitable utterances, but for those who maintain 
the same belief — in the 109th Psalm, for instance — as 
the Puritans, and treat all who look on any part of the 
Bible as mere human utterances, as wicked heretics, 
it must be difficult to deny the celestial right of these 
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1639. honest preachers to follow their authority for such 
Bentiments. 

In every shire of Scotland a committee of war was 
appointed.* Merchants were sent abroad to purchase 
arms and ammunition, and in a very Uttle time there 
were arms for thirty thousand men. 

Edinburgh was strongly guarded; and Leith, ou 
which Lord Weutworth had cast so greedy a glance, 
was fortified, fifteen hundred people, including women, 
setting heartily to the work. And wherever the 
labour was the hardest and most difficult, there were 
the ministers to exhort and help with their hands as 
well as their lips. 

What had the King to oppose to all this enthusiasm? 
The Earl of Northumberland, who was one of the best 
informed men on public affairs in England, spoke in 
the most desponding manner. 

" I assure your Lordship," said he to AVentworth, 
on the 2nd of January, " to my understanding (widi 
sorrow I speak it) we are altogether in as ill a posture 
to invade others or to defend ourselves as we were a 
twelvemonth since, which is more than any man can 
imagine that is not an eye-witness of it. 

" The discontents here at home do rather increase j 
than lessen, there being no course taken to give any 
kind of satisfaction. The Kipg's coffers were never 
emptier than at this time, and to us that have the 
honour to be about him, no way is yet known how he 
will find means, either to maintain or begin a war 
without the help of his people." 

Cottington sent the pleasant intelligence to IrelancL t 

" Our business of Scotland grows every day wora^^ 

• Eushworth, 6vo. iiL, S. 
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as we are almost certain it will come to a war, and 1639. 
liat a defensive one on our side. And how we shall 
lefend om^elves without money is not under my cap. 
4y Lord, assure yourself they do believe they shall 
make a conquest of us, and that an easy one. They 
speak loud, yea, even they that are here, and do despise 
us beyond measure. 

"No course is taken for levying of money. The 
King will not hear of a Parliament, and he is told by a 
committee of learned men that there is no other way.*' 

Lord Wentworth, whose anxiety was now thoroughly 
awakened, in order to obtain the most ! exact intel- 
ligence, sent a spy into Scotland of the name of 
Willoughby, a young ensign of good family. He 
returned with intelligence that was anything but re- 
assuring. He told Lord Wentworth, that a few days 
before his arrival, the Scots had received two ship- 
loads of arms of the best quality from Sweden. There 
were nine brass drakes of taper bore, six culverins and 
demi-culverins, all of brass, and upon their carriages, 
ready to march, four thousand corselets and eighteen 
hundred muskets, as good as any he ever looked upon. 
And these were merely in addition to what Scotland 
already possessed and could procure in other quarters. 
WiUoughby told Wentworth he had never seen a 
country so stored with arms in all his life. Drill 
masters went up and down, and, calling the inhabitants 
of several towns together in one spot, there trained 
tliem to arms. 

The Covenant had been sent abroad to all Scots in 
foreign countries, and generally obtained signature, 
^cially in Sweden, where the Scots were said to be 
covenanted to a man. 
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All disguise was now over, and various councils 
were held in London as to the best means of opposing- 
the Scots, whose unanimity was sadly contrasted with 
the lukewarmness of the English. 

"The military preparations that are here intended 
do make a great noise," said Lord Northumberland, 
" but advance slowly. I Lave had the honour to be 
present at many debates for the ordering of this work, 
where I lind so much want of experience in those who 
manage this business, and such regards to private 
ends, that I have little hope to see any design prosper 
that may tend to the public good, honour, or safety of 
this land." 

At length, something like organisation was fixed 
upon. The English Council sent orders, in the name 
of the King, to the Lords-Lieutenants of the counties, 
to cause a view and muster to be made of all the 
arms and trained soldiers within each county, and for 
all the forces to he in readiness to join their colours at 
a day's notice. All able men, from the age of sixteen 
to sixty, were to be enlisted, besides the train-band* 
and lists returned to the Council ; that each county" 
should provide its due proportion of powder, matclk 
and lead, and store it in the magazines; the beacons 
were to be trimmed ready for the alarm, and well 
watched ; all vagrants and suspected persons were tO' 
be apprehended. 

The King next addressed a circular letter to th^ 
nobility, informing them of the rebellion of the Scot^», 
■which, his Majesty stated, was begun upon the pr^s- 
text of religion, but in reaUty was caused by factioLzw 
spirits, and fomented by particular persons to shake ( — >i 
monarchical government, though he had repeated^Tl; 
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issured them lie would maintain religion as established 1639. 
by law. 

That as they had now raised considerable forces, 
he was resolved to repair in person to the North, 
there to resist any invasion, and for that purpose he 
must raise a considerable body of horse and foot. 

He therefore summoned his nobles to attend him 

at York, on the 1st of April next, in such equipage 

and with such forces of cavalry as their birth, honour, 

and interest in the public safety obliged them, and 

to certify to him, within fifteen days, what help he 

was to expect firom them. 

Writs were also directed to the Lord William 
Howard, Lord Clifibrd, Lord Wharton, Lord Grey of 
Wark, and Lord Lumley, requiring them to repair 
to the North, with their households and retinues, well 
armed, under the penalty of having their lands, goods, 
and chattels in those counties seized by the King, 
and used by him to pay the expenses of guarding 
other parts. 

Writs were likevnse sent to the Mayors of Hull 
and Newcastle, to fortify those towns at the ex- 
pense of the inhabitants. Levies were ordered of 
raw troops, to go to Holland, in the place of trained 
and experienced soldiers there, who were at once 
to return to England. All the Lords-Lieutenants 
^ere ordered to their respective counties, the Earl of 
Bridgewater to his presidency of Wales, and all go- 
venors of islands, forts, and castles to their respective 
commands. 

Archbishop Laud now came to the aid of the King, 
and sent letters to all his clergy, to inform them of 
^e traitorous conspiracies of the Scots, under the 
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1639. pretence of relijnon, which, he said, was always the 
cloak to cover the designs of factious spirits. But 
he did not duubt that the bishops and clergy in 
general wouM give freely to the common defence. He 
also wTute in the same style to Doctors* Commons^ 
expressing his c«.»nviction that the judges and others 
o( tl:e common law would contribute to the King's 
neces^ities. 

The next j:»erson to the rescue was Queen Henrietta 
]i[aria. who adtlr^sscd the Roman Catholics. She told 
them she had always beUeved in their loyalty and affeo 
ti'-'H to his Majesty, and she now called upon them to 
verifv her words — that she had undertaken his CathoKc 
sul je^ts shouM equal all others in help at the present 
moment. CUu-n had she solicited favours for them, 
and she now beirgt-d them to show their gratitude 
bv assisting' his Maiestv with a considerable sum of 
mono v. treelv and cheerfullv presented. And as she 
presumed this sum would not be unworthy her 
prest;-u;aiion to tiie King, so she should receive 
it as a j-iiriicular mark of respect to herself, the 
merit of which slic would try to improve to th^ 

avlvania^re. 

It lAod b.ardiy be said that one of the first to re- 
spond to tlie King's appeal was the Lord Deputy of 
Ireland. At first he thought of sending the King the 
half o( his picked guanls ; but second thoughts told 
him of the danger uf diminishing his force in Ireland 
at pivsont. He therefore gave orders to his steward, 
as liis rents eamo in. to pay into the hands of the King's 
treasurer of war the sum of £1000 at Midsummer, and 
another .tlUX^O at C^iristmas, as his contribution; and 
he added, what was rather dangerous, " If this be 
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not sufficient, I do most humbly beseech your Majesty 1039. 
to command all I have there to the last farthing." 

Wandesforde and RadclifFe also sent the King £500 
between them, and Lord Wentworth's younger brother 
£100. 

This was all they could do at present, being unable 
to fiimish soldiers as yet from their own families. 

"Our sons," said Wentworth, "are all children; 
but if they were able to bear arms, I would send the 
young whelps to be entered in your Majesty's mihtia. 
Judge it to be their greatest honour, it might be so ; 
and for a conclusion, so it might be better for your 
service, hang up the old dogs." 

He then told Charles, in answer to his question as 
to the possibility of provisioning Carlisle from Ireland, 
that it was too late for the present season ; but by next 
winter he could, at cheap rates, send beef, butter, 
com, biscuit, and herrings. Cheese was a deficiency of 
Ireland. Even the five hundred men just ready for 
starting had to wait for that till their arrival in 
England, and be content with bread and beef till 
then. 

Having done his best in the way of money, Lord 
Wentworth now exerted his influence in the King's be- 
halt He wrote to his Deputy Lieutenants in Yorkshire, 
exciting them to do their utmost in the present crisis. 
They had indeed responded already in such a manner 
as to give him great satisfaction, and enable him 
to express his "joy and contentment" with their 

conduct. 
Had the cause been a good one, it would have been 

impossible not to enter with sympathy into his rousing 

words: 



TEZ IU£ OF THOMAS WESTWOKTBL 

^ Pr:«:>rri ic ti-rn," h-? crieii, "• in the name of God, 
s^zi}- '--r :.. irSr fc-ezinnin^s and becc«nuur yourselves. 
Ani I TT-V nrin the l»ttoni of mr soul I mi^ht be 
iL-rrr :: t.zlz *r v and whh too, with that kindness in 
j'lzz r^rrliTilars. whh that feith towards my King and 
c:c:itrr. :ia; I tnsi tou hare ever observed in me. 
Be*i-Tr n^tr, i; i> the relation I stand in to his Majesty's 
affairs 'IIl iiis siie. and not mv heart, that could have 
dei-ir-i me t > vou at thiyt time." 

He iLen o'waine-l from the King authority to depute 
the wh :'.e of his y-:»wer in every branch in England to 
Sir E'i-ivari C^sl^^n^e, who, though Vice-President^ was 
hiiheno linuiel in many ways. But Wentworth fully 
truste-i him. and enlarged his power to the utmost, 
making him Lis Deputy Lieutenant-CJeneral, in ord^ 
that he might hold due rank in military matters. 

It will scarcely be credited that, after the munificent ; 
contribution of Lord AVentworth, his zeal and activity, '' 
that in the present most dangerous hour, when it was ^ 
needful beyond all things to maintain strict discipliw ; 
and trust, and support so faithfiil a servant, that 4e 
King again began his former habit of countermanding 
Lord W entworth's orders, of giving away places at 
liis disj'osal, and pardoning oflFenders condemned at 
the Castle Court. Lord Wentworth, patient as h« 
was under anything that came from the King, founi 
it hard to restrain his feelings at conduct that must 
paralyse his power to help the foolish prince, who 
could thus triHe with such important influences, and at 
such a time. 

For example, Lord Wentworth would state the cir- 
cumstances of a case, and before passing the final act 
would ask the ratification of the King, in order that 
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all might be clear. This he would obtain, and then i639. 
pass sentence. Suddenly, some time after, he would 
receive an order from England, ordering him to revoke 
the sentence, and set the defendant free. Sometimes, 
1in& reversal was obtained by the friends of the defen- 
dant, sometimes by enemies of Lord Wentworth. But 
in either case it was an insulting arraignment of the 
justice of the Lord Deputy and Council of Ireland, and 
a most gross breach of the conditions on which alone 
they had consented to accept their anxious and respon- 
ahle office. And it was not as if the reversal were 
obtained by a fair trial, in a court of appeal — it was 
aimply by the bare word of the King, gained by per- 
flonal influence alone. 

Two special instances of this royal breach of con- 
tract now occurred. 

A heutenant in the army, of the name of Smith, was 
tried before the Castle Court, for what was recorded 
as " a most abominable and malicious conspiracy to 
tavish Sir Arthur Blundell of his estate, life, and good 
name, aggravated by this circumstance, that Mr. Smith 
then served as lieutenant, where Sir Arthur Blundell 
commanded him as captain." 

The case was proved against him, and he was sen- 
tenced to imprisonment and a fine of a thousand 
marks, and the payment of costs to Sir Arthur 
Blundell. 

The fine, much reduced by Wentworth and his 
Court, and costs, were paid, and the rest of the sen- 
tence had scarcely been put in execution, when an 
order arrived from Mr. Secretary Windebanke, by whose 
very liand the King had ratified the sentence, ordering 
it to be revoked and the fine remitted. No reason 
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^^E£ 1ZI5 or rK4L&3 VKSTWOBXH. 



^ las^riei itr-iDi -nie raercT c4 the King. Not th 
^iTA^s: zc:rt -v^is, r&rsd cc assodoii made that thi 
i--t- v-iri Tzf-f;L Az:i ^^ anj Coort, with its pie 
^'-i^^i^L :.:«i-c :tf tize^ai lo s^ibmit to such interferena 
iK^ nji. xii? ::•: - jJL I: inade justice a mere chiU'fi 

^ ^^^ Cott: :•: ~ji^ w^re conTicted of wrong, let 
tiksl te rrCiAi^i rj a *ce:*er; bat while rfiev sat the 
zero: 4:1c jcirowieigtri aiiministrators of justicey it 

T25 liu ;b=ir 'ieorees could thns be blown 
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h:: lir "rj de n^err wc^ of the King, and that too 
jikisei w::ii':ci ^•r ^-east notice or ccmsoItatioD wiA 

Whi aZ li kziz-wyxship. Lord Wentworth feh, if 
uii -sTfir: :iL. rizL nicst be the speedy result, and so , 
i?r z:::!mrii ^^ z»rMnke. 

Er saii he cv:<:>i not choose bat bemoan himself ; 
iLi: i^ was f:rve*l to leroke the performance of so 1 

:':i< sent him nnder the King's own hand, 
e^^i :i:-r secretary to read the copy, which he 
n: w enclj^sei of the conditions promised to be observed 
i.^waris Lir:: when he accepted the government; and 
of :Lr<e o.niinc'iis he also besought him to remind the 
Kii:^. If these were continued in such disregard, 
then the a^irs of the country must go back much 
quicker than they advanced. Such acts as this last 
a ided most painfully to his difficulties and unpopularity, 
as it seemed as if he were always the cause of harsh- 
ness, and the obstacle to the King's natural clemency. 
'^ Indeed/' he exclaimed, "it is overhard I should be 
put to give all the negatives single and alone. I shaD 
willin^lv take mv share, but too much is too much." 
The case in question was one of especial difficulty. 



THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWORTfl. 175 

A fixed fraction of all fines went towards the revenue i639. 
aad without a new process how could he take out of 
tiie exchequer by his authority the sum paid, and, still 
larder, force the plaintifi* to give back the just com- 
jpensation he had received for his wrongs. 

No case had ever been more clearly proved than 

^^Bm of Smith, and if, after all, he was to escape with 

ipunity, then the sentences of the Court would become 

^Bruta fulmina; and Lord Wentworth confessed he 

^'biew not the innocence that could promise itself 

ity. So indignant was he that he almost forgot 

fAat he was speaking of the King, and declared, " Such 

&votir granted to delinquents is commonly scandalous 

^ to public justice, discouragements to the judges that 

pve the sentence, and the Court itself thereby becomes 

despised." 

The other most aggravating performance of the 
Eng was a repetition of the same thing, of which we 
[•^liave ahready given many specimens. This was to 
give away in England honours and offices within the 
gift of the Lord Deputy only, and which were of in- 
calculable importance for the latter to retain entirely 
under his control, in order that he might be able to 
leward his faithful officers and servants. 

The death of the Earl of Kirkcudbright had left the 
Wunand of a troop of horse vacant. Without the 
least warning or consultation of Lord Wentworth, the 
King gave the captaincy to the Earl of Desmond, and 
fte first intelligence Wentworth received of this was a 
fetter under the royal signet commanding him thus to 
&po8e of the commission. 

Again he was brought to the very verge of despair. 
This was even more exasperating than usual, for this 
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triop hari^Lc'i to be whollv Scottish, and in th 

AAA • # 

" f Dcseni sia:e of aSuadrs not to be trusted. The death ( 
the oar lain La* I adforded Lord Wentworth an unhoped 
tor cTpomiity of disbanding it and distributmg th 
dru asiong new regiments apart from each other. Ii 
place •: f lie <\i troc»p he intended to form another o 
men on whom he could depend. But the arrival o 
a new car:ain. an absolute stranger, who must neces- 
sarily r^ enrroste*! with the delicate task of " quietlj 
and insensibly framing the new one," was fraught with 
all :::e obstacles of ignorance of place and men and 
cirvumstances. as well as depriving Lord Wentworth 
of lie jv'ver ..f appointing a man he knew, and who 
was Well acq- aimed with the Irish army. And the 
affrcn: cnVrvi ro him not onlv lowered his autbority in 
p:'nenvl, ly showing men that they could give com- 
mands wi:hout considtiug him, but left those unre- 
w;mk\l who really merited promotion, and whom he 
had promised shoidd obtain it. In fact, these two 
last acts ^.'f Charles went a long way towards treating 
the Lord Deputy as a mere cipher. 

'' I vk\" s;iiJ lie '' most humbly beseech his Majesty 
might Iv pleased to command that excellent provision, 
^ttthJ /;V ^''1>* ^''^^f' onkrs, might be strictly observed on 
all sides, that no suits be absolutely granted there till 
the Deputy and Ministers here be commanded humbly 
to certify what they shall in their judgments find fit to 
be understood there for his Majesty's service." 

So often, however, did this miserable interference 
continue to occur, that Lord Wentworth, as a last 
resource, addressed a long letter on the subject to 
Windebanke. He not only felt the King's conduct as 
an obstruction to the fulfilment of his duties in every 
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way, but lie was stung by the want of consideration 1 639. 

for himself as a man. The following words are most 

extraordinary as coming from him, though in every 

way much less severe than was merited by the King : — 

" His Majesty may command all that ever I have, 

and break my sle^p very small, it being accustomed 

witiii me so entirely to attend his Majesty's service, as 

I am verily persuaded few men in the world think on, 

or consider their own private so little. Besides, it is 

i& my fate to find few that are pleased to remember or 

mention just and equal things, which might persuade 

for me ; yet feel many hands injuriously tearing from 

me not only the rights of my place, my innocent and 

peaceable conversation, the candour of my good repose 

among men (all this under the sun and with impunity), 

kt even the capacity also of serving here with that 

advantage to the Crown I otherwise might." 

He then proceeded to argue his case with an energy 
that must awaken sympathy in all who, holding 
positions of high responsibility, are deprived of the 
means of fulfilling it, while nevertheless they are called 
Dpon to answer all consequences. 

In judging of the arbitrary acts of Lord Wentworth 
it has been too much the fashion to ignore all these 
difficulties by which he was surrounded, and how often 
he was deprived of the lawful engines of power by 
the fickleness of the King. There was no remedy but 
to renounce the King's service, or to serve him in 
defiance of justice ; both could not reign, and Went- 
worth had made his election. He simply acted what 
^ many, even in the present day, most loudly preach. 
But let us listen to his own words : — 
" Should those great offices incident to the disposal 

VOL. II. X 



178 THE LIFE OP THOMAS WENTWORTH. 

1639. of a Lord Keeper, a Lord Treasurer, a Lord Chamber- 
lain, a Lord Marshal, a Lord Admiral, a Master of the 
Horse, a Captain of the Guard, &c., become the suit 
of every young courtier, those noble persons would 
quickly in their own case find themselves aggrieved, 
and yet some of them, perchance (by what rule of 
justice I know not), shall move, press, and importune 
the whilst that the like liberty may not be afforded 
unto me, that they respectively challenge and enjoy 
themselves. 

" As if I were the only servant of my master un- 
worthy to have the dues of my place, howbeit, an 
emplojmaent, verily, they would think a great prejudice 
to have put upon them in any sort with all the great 
advantages belonging unto it. 

" Yet is the difference very great, for with all these 
(except the Lord Admiral) the inability of these sub- 
ordinate Ministers may be supplied by a Deputy, 
however himself only like to answer ; the Giver no 
ways liable to answer the transgression. 

" But in these cases the duties of the Captains are 
not to be done by proxy. Their ability or weakness 
may be unto a General the loss of the cause, his life 
and honour ; nay, insensibly wrest forth of the thoughts 
of the inferior officers and soldiers all respect and 
obedience, and so the very soul of all action cast into 
a dead sleep. 

'' Nor, indeed, can it with reason be expected or 
hoped for otherwise, but when the power of pimish.- 
ment and reward is entrusted with their persons wlio 
are chief in command.'' 

Passionately he asserted : — 

" If I were guilty to have executed this po^ve^ 
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greedily to my own lucre, not to have therein intended i639. 
lie good of the army above all other respects, to have 
fht of advantaging myself one groat in the 
of the late four new raised troops of horse, 
were something inwardly might quiet me, tell 
I were rightly served if the army were not, — I 
it with confidence and truth, — in all respects 
dtely more fit for service than I found it, there were 
ling outwardly might tell me the privilege were 
ly denied that I had negligently abused. 
* K the liberty had not, as I humbly conceive, at 
been granted unto me ; were not his Majesty's 
srg for me, and they, such as being observed, have 
the greatest prosperity upon these affairs that 
been since the English Conquest ; I should con- 
re reason might well advise to try some other way 
the moulding and bowing this State more to his 
jesty's advantage. 

** If my poor endeavours had taken less effect, if I had 
red in a condition below other Deputies before me, 
the dignity of this government, ever of more regard 
me than my own quiet or benefit, it were but just 
not only the power to gratify worthy and fit per- 
for the service of the Crown, but even the enter- 
lent and profits themselves were taken from me, 
rich others had the happiness not only to enjoy, but 
% have their labours rewarded besides; my Lord 
piichester with land at one gift worth at this day ten 
'^ftoasand pounds a year ; the Lord Falkland ten thousand 
joands in money at once. However, I never coveted 
Wore than the inherent rights and honours belonging 
^0 the place, and yet I modestly persuade myself my 
JNhs have been equal, my expense far beyond either 

K 2 
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:-n», ic :zrii, az-i liif >LL"e5;:y"s reT<a«ie advanced in my 
sLir: iin-r :cii "iizi-rt? as zrjxk as in both theirs." 

Tli? "s^As -rrrrrlj me. Tte popular idea that he 
TTis ir r-rcfii-f::: :: zioessaiit fiiToors and boonties 
ani :rr:*ra a: lie liz.'i 'if the King, was utterly felse. 
Etzji^j ralie az.-! slAz.'ieni'Os was the report that he 
akcziei "ic ccpiniiridis of his place to his own advan- 
la^'r- Wien we nrnicmc«er how completely monopolies, 
eiih-rr by gifi or porvrhase, were the custom of that 
daT. L: rd Wectwonh, §•> far from bein^ singled out as 
a criciiiial hr his share in what almost all who had the 
cLanoe p^ncvk, deserves rather praise for his great fw- 
bearance in cot far oftener profiting by the advantages ; 
of his place lo largely increase his income by these 
means. Constant prominence is given by his enemies 
to the fact of his monopoly of tobacco, while they 
quietly pass by the large amount he spent from his 
private purse on public expenses, and especially the 
great founding of the linen trade, which he might 
justly have monopolized, but which he was most 
anxious to impart to others. 

It was these omissions that helped to make his 
life more bitter. He saw that not only was every 
fault catalogued, and, when possible, magnified, hut 
never l>y any chance were his most earnest efforts for 
good recognised by his countr}Tnen. Even the King 
signified his approbation merely in cold general tenns. 
Not a soul ever cared to measure the amount of pain 
and labour that his efforts had cost him. And this 
lack of appreciation had an unfortunate effect on his 
character. As has already been noticed, he had that 
cliild-like side to his character which is generally a 
part of a great mind. And though nothing could stop 
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his energy or make him do his work with less care, still i639. 
he missed the kindly words of encouragement to whose 
inflnence he was as open as a child, and chilled by the 
firozen atmosphere around him, himself grew colder, 
sterner, and harder to others. 

Kind fiiends, also, were not wanting to impress the 

&ct of his unpopularity upon him by special means. 

Lord Cottington took the trouble to write to him that 

his enemies in England spread the report that he was 

aniyersally deserted in Ireland ; and Willoughby, his 

8py in Scotland, brought back the news amongst his 

other matters, that he was hated " most extremely '' by 

the whole Scotch nation, who even threatened to do 

Um personal mischief. 

At the English Court, Lord Holland, who had 
written to him to assure him of his esteem, was his 
greatest enemy. Not a noble open enemy, to himself 
expressing his disapprobation, but a man smooth and 
amiling to his face, and losing no opportunity of injur- 
ing him behind his back. And that he constantly had 
the ear of the King was one of the secret cares that 
gnawed at the heart of Wentworth, who had been well 
Warned of the real feelings of Holland towards him. 

Mingled with his natural and just reasons for object- 
ing to place the troop of Lord Kircudbright under the 
young Earl of Desmond, occurs a most extraordinary 
statement, referring to his own personal safety in the 
matter. 

That he should often allude to assassination as a by 
no means impossible fate, is not to be wondered at ; or 
that the names of Ravaillac and Felton were so often 
on his lips. But that he should associate such an idea 
with the chance of the arrival of the Earl of Desmond 
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1639. in Ireland, is indeed too remarkable to be passed over 
without notice. He can scarcely have had any just 
ground for so horrible a suspicion, and in all proba- 
bility it is to be traced to the condition of his nerves, 
strung to a pitch of sleepless fever, the result of in- 
cessant mental and bodily pain and toiL Alluding to 
young Desmond, he says : — 

*' I esteem it were in me to betray these affairs, 
should I not by all means possible avoid the bringing 
of young and unexperienced persons to be captains 
in this army in a time thus conditioned ; or, which is 
far less, neglecting the just care I owe my own 
family, to venture my honour or my life with I know 
not lohom. My life shall he as freely laid doum fir 
my gracious master as any that lives^ yet I am not 
weary of it nmther; should he very unwilling to 
die like a fool^ or, to deal clearly, desirous to fight 
but in the company of such as understand their pro- 
fession, such as I should in some measure take to be 
as well wishers to my person as to the cause." 

These words are, to say the least, equivocal, as if 
he hesitated to utter his real meaning, which yet be 
could not altogether withhold. And what follows is 
so unlike his general haughty disregard of his own 
perils, so tottering seems the usual fixed resolution, 
that the condition of the writer speaks through it 
more than anything else. Again and again, he returned 
to the subject of Desmond. 

" I beseech you, what can I hope for from the 
tender years of this young nobleman? Experience 
tells me what to fear. I will name no man to his 
prejudice; but I protest by one youth, whom his 
Majesty commanded me to make a captain here, I 
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have had more trouble, the King's payments more 639. 
scandal, than from the whole army besides. 

" It is a condition below a gentleman to be put to 
deny all, and not to be allowed to gratify some ; very 
hard to my seeming, that by strictly observing his 
Majesty's orders I should procure so many enemies, 
and not be admitted to keep them when I might oblige 
one friend, and he a person in all respects abler to dis- 
charge the duty to the pubHc. 

" Only I shall crave leave that a tenderness to my own 
private, may not silence me to the public, interest ; but 
that therein my lines may be read without prejudice." 
Many a time had Lord Wentworth been forced to 
remonstrate, but never before had he spoken as at 
present. It is evident that, for the time at least, his 
confidence in the King was beginning to fail, and a 
feeKng of hopelessness was creeping over him that he 
could not subdue. Never does he appear to have been 
80 desponding. He could not repress his complaints, 
could not conceal his despair of success, nor his con- 
viction that the King would destroy faster than he 
could build. 

" It discourageth a servant," he said, "in his own 
confidence, seeing himself not allowed the upright 
credit and benefit of his labour and watches, but that 
others must make and obtain suits of those things 
which of custom and right reason are assigned him. 

" Nor can I in any time, much less in this, promise 
niyself any ability to execute the commands of his 
Majesty, unless the power not only of punishing, but 
of rewarding fit persons also with such places as belong 
to the Deputy be left unto me ; to the end that, as I 
"^)lease many, I may at least engage some few to 
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leGD. undergo with rae the hazard of all events ; bring up 
others in hope of preferment, desirously and atten- 
tively to execute what I shall direct for the good of the 
Bervice." 

The change in him is to be noted by another cir- 
cumstance. Of the two Secretaries of State, Coke and 
Windebanke, it will be remembered the former had 
been chosen by himself and the King as the one to ( 
conduct whatever part of the correspondence was 
especially private and confidential. Three years ago, 
not even to Coke would VVentworth have thus expressed 
himself about the King. But now he uttered the 
whole of his discontent to Windebanke, and that too 
by the hand of his secretary. It may, therefore, be 
concluded that he intended the King to know liift 
feelings, and, perhaps, indulged a faint hope of alarming 
Charles into different conduct by giving his opinions 
the chance of support at the hands of a third party, 
who, unprompted, might warn the King of the effect 
of his worse than folly. 

Perhaps the intense stupidity manifested by Charles 
at this moment, annoyed Lord Wentworth more than 
his constant breaches of bia privileges and rights. He 
made requests impossible to be granted, gave orders 
that could not be obeyed, and offered suggestions that 
a schoolboy would have known better than to follow. , 

Thus, not content with the splendid troop of horse- i 
men that Lord Wentworth had raised for him entirely 
at the expense of Ireland, and with the knowledge that 
even in peace, Ireland had needed all her own monej, 
be desired Lord Wentworth to send him a good sum 
from thence, and if he could get it no other way, te 
was to borrow five thousand pounds. / 
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With Charles, to wish for a thing was to ask for it, 1^39. 
no matter what might be the circumstances. Lord 
Wentworth had speedily to put a stop to his hopes in 
that quarter. 

" As fcr borrowing the sum his Majesty desireth,*' 
said he, " I should, I protest to the Almighty, pawn 
all my estate to the uttermost farthing to effect it ; but 
that which is truth will be heard. I do not believe 
diat, to save my life, I were able to borrow five thou- 
sand pounds amongst all the merchants of this town. 
Generally, all people here turn their stock in a course 
of trading ; the number of moneyed men are extreme 
few ; and those altogether take mortgages of land for 
thdr security, and will in no sort meddle with any 
man's bond." 

And " even if a hundred thousand pounds in coin 
could be raised, to send it over would be the utter 
rnin of Ireland, the stoppage of all trade, and cost the 
King in the end far more by the loss of the customs." ' 

Wentworth was now again stung by the young wasp 
in Yorkshire — his nephew Savile. With spiteful im- 
pertm'ence he continued his efforts to thwart his uncle, 
nd exerted his utmost influence to have another lieu- 
tenant joined with Lord Wentworth in Yorkshire. He 
jtobably either had some friend of his own in his eye, 
or possibly hoped for the appointment himself. But 
k OTer-reached the mark. Lord Wentworth at once 
eosented to the appointment of another lieutenant of 
Twk, and obtained of the King that Sir Edward 
Osborne should hold the office. As the great object of 
Savle had been that the lieutenant should be an oppo- 
nent of Osborne, and support himself in his opposition, 
Ms chagrin must needs have been great indeed. A 
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we may suppose he kept his word. The last great 1639. 
matter of personal trouble to Lord Wentworth was an 
iction for libel, which he brought against Sir Piers 
Crosby, and which came oflf at this most inopportune 
time. 

A working man of the name of Esmond, who was 
engaged in the building affairs of the Castle, was 
■munoned for neglecting his work and refusing to 
tsany timber according to contract. On being brought 
before the Court, the Lord Deputy shook his cane at 
him and told him he would teach him better manners. 
!Elie man was sent to prison and shortly after died. 
A. report was then set abroad, that he had died of 
torible blows on the head given him by the Lord 
D^uty. The story spread, of course, with the usual 
fanoont of exaggeration, and Lord Wentworth, greatly 
annoyed, traced the tale to Sir Piers Crosby. He 
accordingly prosecuted him with several others for re- 
:}eating and spreading abroad his words. 

The case was heard before the English Council and 
'.dedded against the defendants. 

;. Crosby was fined £4000 to the King, and ordered 
|1o give such satisfaction to the Lord Deputy as the 
sCoort should direct, and the rest of the defendants 
t ordered to pay £1000 damages to the Lord Deputy. 



CHAPTER Vm. 



1639. 



On the 27th of March, the King left London for 
York. 

The appeal to the nobility and gentry for contribu- 
tions had met with rather a lukewarm response. Some 
had given liberally in various sums from £100 to £10. 
But many more had allowed the letters to remain 
without response, and among these ominous defaulters 
were the names of Noy, Godolphin, Denzil Holies, 
and Sir Francis Seymour. However, there were the 
ship-money, the money raised by monopolies and 
heavy taxes on all the bare necessaries as well aa 
luxuries of life. The clergy gave more Kberally than 
any, and some of the principal nobles raised troops to 
accompany the King, who calculated on accmnulating 
an enormous force on his journey. A letter waa 
despatched to the Vice-President and Council of Yoik| 
requiring them to make known to all the northern 
counties that whosoever would provide provisions of 
corn, meal, butter, cheese, or other fare for soldiers, or 
hay, oats, pease, beans, or straw for their horses, for 
supply of the army, which was intended to lie there 
for their defence, should be duly paid at the market 
price, notwithstanding what ill-affected persons might 
say to the contrary.* 

* Rusliworth, iii. 27. 
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A Commission was then issued under the Great 1639 . 
lal of England, constituting Thomas, Earl of 
rundel, General of the Army to be raised, and Robert, 
ffl of Essex, to be Lieutenant-General, and Henry, 
irl of Holland, General of the Horse. And in order 
at all the best horses might be preserved for the 
Seers of the King, orders were issued, that no horse 
urser should be permitted to buy any horses at the 
prdaching fan- of Woobum, till the last day of the 
T, and no man was to sell his horse to a horse 
ureer for a less price than had been offered by the 
ing^s agents. 

A fleet was also rigged and put to sea under the 
mmand of the Marquis of Hamilton, and containing 
fe thousand land troops who were to attempt to re- 
dn Edinburgh, Leith, or Dumbarton. 
The five hundred men from Ireland had been des- 
itched to Carlisle, and Lord Wentworth strongly 
rged the addition of seven hundred foot and two 
andred horse to complete the garrison. He had a 
Bry great idea of the importance of cavalry, and told 
le King how necessary it was to send small bodies 
f horsemen to the border, to be continually moving 
p and down the frontier in order to prevent any 
ttdden incursion. The three pinnaces employed on 
ke coast, w^ere now absent with the troops, but on 
keir return in a few days, Wentworth said he would 
ictual them, and then send them to the north-east of 
Inland to beat to and fro about the head of Cantire 
Dd Dumbarton Frith. Two pinnaces he calculated 
'ould be quite enough to capture all the Scottish 
^oats trading from Ayr, Irvine, and Dumbarton ; still, 
rtth his usual caution, he added another. 
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1639. And as Charles had given orders that they might 
" take any good opportunity to land and plunder the 
Scots, Wentworth, with somewhat needless humility, 
thought permission necessary to prey upon Scotch 
barks, and especially the long boats of the Earl of 
Argyle. 

He also sent orders to all the troops and companies 
garrisoned in Ulster, to be ready to march at five days* 
notice, and he informed the King he had now three 
hundred men ready for the relief of any pressing 
necessity. 

On the 30th of March, Charles arrived at York. 
There he was met by the mayor, who received him 
with a speech of such disgusting flattery, as ought to 
have awakened either the laughter or anger of any 
man above the level of an idiot. 

The mayor begged his Majesty's pardon that thej 
had caused him, their bright and glorious sun, to stand 
still in the city of York, a place now so unlike itself; 
once an imperial city, where the Emperor Constantine 
Chlorus lived and died ; in whose tomb a burning 
lamp was found many centuries of years after ; a 
place honoured with the birth of Constantine the 
Great, and with the noble library of Egbert, and after- 
wards twice burned. And yet the births, hves, and 
deaths of emperors, were not so much for the honour 
of York, as that King Charles was once Duke of 
York,* &c., and so on continued the nauseous stuff 

The Scots in the meantime had proceeded vigour- 
ously with their preparations. Poor as was the nation, 
that mattered little when all, save an insignificant 

♦ Rusliworth, iiL 34. 
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minority, were ready to peril life and limb and pro- 1639. 
perty in defence of a just cause. They little needed 
enforced taxes when voluntary contributions from the 
poorest poured in. All who could bear arms gladly 
learned their drill. Their most experienced veterans, 
who, like Lesley, had practised the art of war on the 
continent under Gustavus Adolphus, returned to give 
their countrymen the benefit of their experience, and 
the most aristocratic of the nobles mustered their 
dans against the common enemy. The recreants con- 
sisted of the episcopalians, a few courtiers, and that 
das8, everywhere to be found, who secretly betray a 
good cause for their own personal profit, while a few 
honestly hung back as true believers in the divine 
right of kings. 

But so prompt had been the Scots, that before 
Charles arrived at York, Edinburgh, Dumbarton and 
Leith had been secured in addition to Dalkeith, a place 
of less importance, but notable as containing the 
raalia of Scotland. This had been committed by the 
Kii^ to the Earl of Traquair, who, unable to defend 
it, had given a pompous warning to the Scots to 
beware how they touched the regalia. They replied, 
irith a sneer, that Dalkeith was not worthy of such 
treasures, and they would take them to the capital, 
and accordingly sent them to Edinburgh. 

When Lord Wentworth heard of these rapid suc- 
cesses, his heart misgave him ; and when he received 
mtelligence that the King intended to march to Edin- 
Wgh, he looked upon it as nothing less than surren- 
dering himself a prisoner. Charles had professed his 
iuteDtion of holding a Parliament in the Scotch capital, 
but Lord Wentworth had seen enough to be quite 
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1639. certain that the Scots recognised no divinity as hedg- 
ing a King, and trembled for the consequence. His 
real attachment to the person of Charles showed itself 
in his anxious petition to him, not to go. 

" It was writ me," he wrote to the King, " your 
Majesty intends to go to Edinburgh, and to be present 
at their Parliament. Sir, the reading of it went as 
cold to my heart as lead, and the consequences of such 
an assurance fright me to think of them. But I trust 
God is not so angry with us, as to suflfer your Majesty 
to be led into so apparent a danger." 

He strongly advised the King to attempt nothing 
this summer beyond securing Berwick and Carlisle 
by strong garrisons, well training his army, and 
preventing any incursioif into England. But let his 
Majesty by all means avoid fighting this year. 

The King then desired Wentworth to have his 
cruisers ready by the 16th or 20th of April, off the 
north west of Scotland, as he wished them to take 
what they could from the coasts. 

But this, also, was deprecated by Lord Wentworth. 
He pointed out to the King how small would be the 
advantage of plunder, how great the provocation that 
would thus be given. As to seizing their shipping, 
that could be done as well, if not better in August 
Tliere was also a strong objection against that. 

If the war were with a foreign enemy, then, Lord 
Wentworth said, he should like well enough to have 
the first blow. But as the dispute was with his 
Majesty's own natural, though rebellious subjects, it 
was a tender point to draw blood first, for till it came 
to that, all hope of reconciliation was not lost. And 
the Scots would not have the least excuse for saying 
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that his Majesty had brought matters to such an 1639. 
extremity. ' 

An attack on their coasts might provoke them to 
assault some part of England, and mig}it at least, enable 
them to prevent the placing of men and ammu- 
nition in CarUsle and Berwick, which at present they 
had no excuse for doing. But if they did so, as 
things stood at present, then it would be an act of 
open and inexcusable rebelhon which would justify the 
King in turning his army against them. 

Another eflfect of attacking them first would be to 
overwhelm the King's party in Scotland, and would 
also precipitate the war on England before she was 
iiDy prepared, and, by depriving the Covenanters of 
iD hopes of grace, drive them to desperation. 

Berwick and Carlisle were the two pledges of success 
to the King. Therefore, nothing should be done till 
4ey were secured. Perhaps, the summer would bring 
fte rebels to submission without any need of the 
King to injure the trade of his kingdoms by falling on 
^ Ae shipping. 

The best employment for the pinnaces, at present, 
ns to cruise up and down the north-west coast of 
Scotland, rather to secure the subjects of Ireland than 
to attack the Scotch. Much was to be lost, little to 
be gained. But, at any rate, it was best to do nothing 
till August, as then the season would secure both 
kingdoms till next spring, when all things would be 
Bjore forward than at present. 

A letter from Sir Francis Willoughby, the com- 
(Dander of the five hundred men from Ireland, fully 
confirmed Lord Wentworth's opinion. Though the 
coming of these men had so long been known, not 

TOL. II. O 
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163P. the least preparation had been made to receive them , 
There was not straw enough even for them to sleep 
on, their first night at Whitehaven, and they had to 
separate and send a few two miles distance in search 
of quarters. Though a list had been previously sent 
of the conveyances required for the baggage, not a 
single one was in readiness. Not a soldier was yet 
placed in Carlisle, nor even a single piece of artillery. 

However, the news of the arrival of the Irish 
troops soon spread abroad, and their splendid appear- 
ance awoke hope and confidence. As soon as Lord 
Clifford heard of their arrival, he hastened to receive 
them and send the needful conveyances. He also at 
once obtained two hundred men and sent them off 
to Carlisle, where they were soon joined by the Irish 
force. At the same tune Lord Essex took possession 
of Berwick, with Sir Jacob Ashley ; and thus these two 
important posts were at length secured, to the great 
joy of the people, who had been living in daily dread 
of an invasion of the Scots. The confidence of the 
King increased. 1 lie two Secretaries of State being 
left at London, he coninianded Sir Henry Vane, Comp- 
troller of his house! lold, to act their part and transact 
his correspondence. In order to please the people 
and attract them to himself, he suddenly recalled all 
patents for monopolies of carriages, broken tobacco, 
butter, logwood, and various other articles. He also 
sent word to Lord AVentworth that, by the 1st of Mar, 
he expected to be encamped near Berwick, or at least, 
on the other side of Newcastle, and that, at the same 
time, his fleet would be on the coasts of Scotland with 
the Marquis of Hamilton and five thousand land troops, 
provisioned for three months. Thirteen pieces ot 
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artillery were on their way to Carlisle. He desired to le 
express his great satisfaction and content with the 
loyalty of his subjects under the government of the 
Lord Deputy, and he looked on them with affection as 
an effect of Lord Wentworth's care. 

But, as for the Covenanters, it was but too well 

known how they had proceeded, as far as in them lay, 

to poison the hearts of his subjects throughout the 

whole kingdom. And, as his grace and clemency had 

met with a return of nothing but dangerous plots and 

conspiracies, he resolved to provide for the worst, and 

no farther to be amused by treaty, but to make his 

frontiers safe, so that by God's grace it should not be 

in their power to break into the kingdom. He would 

attack the Scots by sea, shut up their rivers and ports, 

bum all upon their coasts, make descents into Scotland, 

break off all intercourse and commerce with her people, 

and infest them by all the means he could. 

He, therefore, desired the Lord Deputy to draw a 

considerable portion of his anny to the north of Ireland 

to be ready to join the fleet, even if they did nothing 

more than terrify the Scots. Also to have in readiness 

three or four thousand men, to be ready at four-and- 

twenty hours warning to go to Scotland, either to Ayr, 

Wn, or the mouth of Clyde, in order to prevent the 

^ots from sending all their forces to the English 

order. For it was quite possible that unless some- 

ing was done to divert their forces, they would all 

ncentrate in one body and enter England. But, 

1, his Majesty was resolved not to provoke a battle, 

y to remain on the defensive. 

lowever, all the ships of the Scots in the port of 

don, to the number of thirteen, were seized, and 

o2 
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they would thus better serve the King. The second 1639. 
was to exaftiine carefully all the defects of the town 
and castle of Carlisle, and how they might best be 
strengthened and made tenantable. Also to calculate 
what provision they should need in case of a siege, 
and forward the estimate at once to the Secretary of 
State, and desire him to furnish what was needful, 
without delay. 

Another piece ot most excellent counsel he added on 
behalf of the privates. He advised the officers to find 
some employment for them, by which they could earn 
some money, and thereby be kept from riot and 
disorder. 
He ended with the kind words : 
" It is not easily to be believed how much I think 
of you, or how much I tender you ; and I promise my- 
self so much from you all, as if you do not more 
gallantly than other men you meet with you shall not 
satisfy my expectation. And I pray tell Captain 
Wemmann, and Captain Blount, all the lieutenants and 
ensigns, as much from me. And so happiness and 
health accompany you each one." 

After writing the above. Lord Wentworth received 

tne pleasant news that they were looked upon as so 

superior to other regiments, that they would probably 

^ Sent to join the main body of the army, to train the 

^st. He, therefore, again most earnestly pressed them 

. ^ keep their men to arms, and "never think them 

S'oocJ enough, but still endeavour to make them better." 

The most disheartening intelKgence reached him of 

^^tland. Windebanke told him it could not be worse. 

7^^ delay in garrisoning Berwick and Carlisle had 

^^^n the Scots great advantage. For so many men 
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1639. "were needed there, that there were too few in Scot- 
land to make any way with the rebels. • Treachery, 
too, was suspected in the French ambassador. Pro- 
fessing to have received orders from home, he intended 
to move to the seat of war, with the purpose, it was 
believed, of furnishing intelligence to the French. But 
intimations were given him that his presence was not 
desired, to which he was forced to pay unwilling heed. 

Lord Wentworth now wrote to the King for in- 
structions, and accompanied his requests with the 
most earnest advice. He thought the castle of Dum- 
barton had been very clumsily lost He considered it 
of far greater consequence than the castle of Edinburgh; 
and had the fleet only sailed in time it might so easily 
have been secured. As it was, there seemed nothing 
to restrain the Scots from marching into England. 

The seizure of their ships in the ports, he looked on 
as a great error. It quite set aside the policy he had 
so anxiously recommended, of not giving the Scots any 
excuse of attack. But, in consequence of this pre- 
cipitate deed, all the circumstances were altered, and 
he now knew not what to do. He hadjarranged to 
have an oath put in form by which all loyal Scots were 
to abjure the Covenant. If they refused, he desired to 
know the King s pleasure as to the culprits. 

Should he imprison the delinquents and seize their 
lands and j)ossessions for his Majesty, " for the use oi 
the public ? " We may be sure the eyes of CharleB 
sparkled at this proposition. 

Should not a Proclamation be issued ordering att 
Scots resident in Ireland to return to their home5t 
under pain of forfeiting their estates? Was it th^ 
King's pleasure that all Scotch vessels out at se^ 
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should be seized ? And if so, how were their crews 1639. 
and cargo to be disposed of? Would it not be well to " " 
detain the masters, and make them serve as pilots for 
English vessels along the Scotch coast? And many 
other suggestions burst from the busy brain of Went- 
worth. 

But he most decisively advised the King to fortify 
Carlisle and Berwick in the strongest manner. To 
increase their garrisons with powerful bodies of horse 
and foot ; to largely store them with every kind of 
ammunition and provisions, and to place persons in 
authority there of proved loyalty to the Government, 
If this were done, he thought the cavalry alone would 
secure England from invasion this year. Only let the 
summer be spent in perfectly exercising the troops and 
making both officers and men familiar with their duty. 
A battle might be avoided for the present by strongly 
and conmiodiously entrenching the army in some place 
of advantage, so as to secure Newcastle, and have the 
use both of that town and of the sea. All this was the 
uiore needful, as Sir Francis Willoughby had reported 
tow unfit the country was to receive an invading 
enemy. But thus safely entrenched and fortified, the 
King might look calmly and without opposition on 
the fury of the foe, till the sti'ength of their outbreak 
^as exhausted, and then, perhaps, they might see their 
^ckedness and yield. And this was more to be 
<loBired than a victory by arms. But if not, then there 
^ould be time before next spring to collect money, 
^^ttis, and men, and all things needful, finally to crush 
them. 

But he did not rest satisfied with warning Charles 
^lone. He knew how dilatory was the latter in fol- 



200 THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWORTH. 

1659. lowing the most urgent counsel. It was owing to this 
that all the great castles in Scotland had been lost. 
And it was impossible any longer to treat the Scots 
with contempt. 

Went worth, therefore, wrote to Sir Henry Vane^ 
repeating all that he had said to the Eang, and adding 
other directions equally important. 

He cautioned him against a mistake very Ukely to 
be made by Charles, viz., that of quartering his army 
in some inland district, where, being unable to obtain 
relief by sea, he might soon be cut ofif from provisions, 
as the enemy would surely lay waste the country 
roimd. 

It was also of highest importance to command the 
strictest order and discipline of war to be observed in 
the severest manner. Tlie captains should be com- 
manded diligently to exercise their men, to teach them 
the perfect use of arms ; drawing them into convenient 
spots for that purpose, thrice a week. Once a week, 
they should be drawn out in large bodies, brigades, 
at least, and then embattled and marched in whole 
regiments. Skirmishing and giving fire on each other 
was not to be neglected. In short, they must be 
rendered perfectly famihar with the active part of war. 

Besides this, the whole army should sometimes 
march out in line of battle, if the ground would 
permit it, two or three miles backwards and for- 
wards, the soldiers fully accoutred and bearinjf all 
their arms. 

By these means, in addition to other advantages, 
the soldiers and officers would be kept from idleness, 
which was the general cause of armies growing disso- 
lute and licentious. 



THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWORTH. 201 

All these duties the King should require to be put i639. 
in execution by the chiefs of his army, commanding 
them in person to attend to those high commands and 
not to transfer these tasks to lieutenant-generals and 
sergeant-majors. Nay, if his Majesty in person would 
be pleased sometimes to be in the field himself, his 
affairs would prosper none the worse, but would make 
the officers more carefiil, give infinite comfort and 
cheerfulness to his men, be a noble recreation to him- 
self, and his judgment attending upon the work in 
hand, still show him something worthy his knowledge. 
Lord Wentworth said he was quite aware that all 
these cares were held to be little matters, beneath the 
attention of the chief commanders, and only fit to be 
deputed and entrusted to inferior officers. But those 
who held that opinion should certainly not command 
him.* 

" It was by these apparently little things," he said, 

"that all the great actions of war were accomplished 

and perfected. Nay, besides that, if the chiefs neg- 

'ected small duties, and held not a strong hand over 

their performance, but cast the reins loose on the neck 

^f their army, it would run into a thousand outrages 

headlong, the discipline of war be utterly lost amongst 

them, and by the next spring their men be as ignorant 

^d as useless as soldiers as at present. 

" There was also one matter of supreme importance, 
^nd that was, that the soldiers be kept in their 
9.^arters to their night duties constantly; their 
batches, outguards, and all things incident to that 
Particular of war as strictly observed as if the enemy 
^ere lodged within a mile. And it would be to excel- 

♦ Letter to Sir Henry Vane, il, 325. 
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1639. lent purpose, if, when they went to exercise, the Master 
of the Ordnance were directed to his place, where to 
march with the ordnance, so that the ministers be* 
longing to that part of the militia might be acquainted 
and perfect with what belonged to their duty/' 

Some apprehensions were entertained of the Scots 
rising in Ireland, and it is certain Lord Wentworth 
kept his eye fixed upon them. 

" If they should stir," said he, " (our eight thousand 
arms and twenty pieces of cannon arrived, which I 
trust now will be very shortly) I hope to give them 
such a heat in their clothes as they never had since 
their coming forth of Scotland. And yet our standing 
army here is but a thousand horse and two thousand ; 
foot, and not fewer of them, I will a-warrant-you, than 
a hundred and fifty thousand ; so you see our work is 
not very easy. The best of it is, the brawn of a laik ; 
is better than the carcase of a kite, and the virtue of 
one loyal subject more than of a thousand traitors." • 

Lord Wentworth now received information that the 
appointment of Desmond to the troop of Lord Kircud- 
bright, which had so greatly excited him, had beoi 
made at the instigation of Queen Henrietta Maria. 
His anger was extreme at this piece of meddling 
on her part. It was not to be borne, at a crisis flo 
dangerous, when all things depended on the annj, 
that his disposition of the officers should be set aside 
by an ignorant Frenchwoman, even though called hf 
the name of a Queen. There had always been a silent 
antagonism between her and him. He had a great 
respect for women of real talent and feeling, aud had 
been singularly happy with all his three wives, each d 

• Letter to Vane, ii., 32a 
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whom required but to know his wishes to fulfil them. ^^^ 
Consequently, he was the more disgusted at the con- 
fltant attempts of the Queen to " manage'' her husband. 
Sie disliked Wentworth, because he did not flatter her 
and obey her whims; also, he did not sufficiently 
resemble a hairdresser's doll to satisfy her highly- 
exalted taste for manly beauty. She thought him 
"yairy uglee," his sole redeeming quality being in her 
ejes "his preetie white hands," and on them she often 
eq>atiated. 

He had a mean opinion of her intellect, none at 
ill of her judgment, and was constantly irritated by 
fer interference in the affairs of the Government. He 
BOW sent off a message to Sir John Wintour, desiring 
bim to inform her Majesty that he should receive it as 
igreat and singular favour, if she would move no further 
in this matter of the Earl of Desmond. It was a pre- 
cedent which, if persisted in, would introduce a mighty 
border in the army, and disable him altogether from 
wring his Majesty as otherwise he trusted he should 
be able to do. It was most pernicious in this time of 
general action, when the whole of Scotland was in 
tevolt, and great numbers in Ireland were disaffected. 
He had need of the most experienced officers, and he 
trusted to be approved in the bestowing what of right 
aid by practice had ever belonged to the place he 
occnpied for such good and important ends and pur- 
poses. He trusted rather to be sustained and strength- 
ened for better duties in his Majesty's service, not thus 
disabled, and at length despised and neglected, in the 
course of his service even by those who, next to their 
Majesties, ought to respect and obey him the most, so 
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1639. long as his Majesty honoured him with the charge am 
~ power of General amongst them. 

He wished the Queen to know that, if once thea 
places of command in the army became suits at Court 
looked upon as preferments and portions for youngei 
children, the honour of the government of Ireland, aDC 
consequently the prosperity of affairs, would be lost 

We may be quite sure that the kindly feelings ol 
Queen Henrietta Maria to Lord Wentworth were bj 
no means increased by these plain words.* 

He now received news of his regiment at Carlisle. 
They were the wonder and the admiration of all 
around. Attempts were made to exchange the moi 
into other companies, and they were everywhere in 
request to help drill the raw recruits. All the ordm 
of Wentworth had been exactly obeyed, and not a man 
had been lost since their departure from Ireland 
Twice a week they were exercised, and " having thdr 
new clothes, made a brave show.'* But these fine 
soldiers themselves were disgusted with the comradei 
offered to them, as well as with the wretched improvi- 
dence and bad management, of which the carefti 
training of Lord Wentworth had made them sev^ 
critics. On a rumour of their being distributed in 
various places, they with one accord, officers and men^ 
joined Sir Francis Willoughby in requesting Lord 
Wentworth that they might either remain altogether 
and perform the service for which they were sent, at 
else be recalled to Ireland. They boldly declared 
they were jointly resolved not to sue for or accept rf 
any other employment than that of guarding Carlisle 
In that they would do their duty, and were ready to 

* The Lord Deputy to Sir John Wintoiir, ii, 328. 
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spend their lives and fortunes in the King's service. i639. 
But part they would not 

They found neither stores nor any storehouse nearer 
than Newcastle. Nothing was provided to replace 
their dimmishing ammunition, nor any materials to 
repair the fortifications. The place was so weak 
that they were in constant dread of the approach of 
the enemy before it was ready. Only £200 was in 
possession of the Mayor, and with this they began to 
prepare their wheelbarrows and other tools. Food and 
lodgmg were very dear. The soldiers foimd it hard 
work to live on 35. 6rf. a week. The town itself 
pleaded poverty, and declared its inability to afford 
ihem either fire or light when on guard.* 

At this juncture, when money was so urgently 
needed by the King as well as men, a document 
arrived in England which, had it fallen under the eye 
of Lord Wentworth, would probably have resulted in 
ao explosion such as would have made the writer more 
modest for the future. For, however oppressive the 
acts of the Lord Deputy to his countrymen, there was 
iwt a man in the British Isles more jealous of foreign 
interference and insolence. The following is a copy 
of this delectable epistle : — 

(Entitled) 
^^ Instructtans from the Pope to his Nuncio in England. 

" You are to command the Catholics of England in 
general, that they suddenly desist from making such 
offers of men towards this Northern expedition, as we 

♦ Sir Francis WJUougbby to the Lord Deputy, ii., 330. 
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1639. hear they have done, little to the advantage of their 
" discretion. And, likewise, it is requisite, considering 
the penalty already imposed, that they be not too 
forward with money more than what law and duty 
enjoins them to pay, without any innovation at all, or 
view of making themselves rather weaker pillars of the 
kingdom than they were before. Inform the provin- 
cials of every order, that it is expressly prohibited no 
more assembhes (of what nature soever) shall admit of 
the laity to have either voice or session in it, hmg 
what will be urged for a precedent is but only an j 
usurpation. 

" Declare unto the best of the peers and gentlemeo 
by word of mouth, that they ought not to express any 
averseness, in case the High Court of Parliament be 
called, nor show any discontent at the acts, which da 
not, point blank, aim at religion, being in general the 
most fimdamental law of that kingdom. 

" Advise tlie clergy to desist from that foolish, nay 
rather illiterate and childish, custom of distinction itt 
the Protestant and Puritan doctrine. And, especially, 
this error is so much the greater when they undertake 
to prove that Protestantism is a degree nearer to the 
Catholic faith than the other. For, since both of them 
be without the verge of the Church, it is needlesB 
hypocrisy to speak of it ; yea, it begets more malice 
than it is worth. 

" That the provincials are required to give a general 
Avarning through all orders that no rehgious person 
ought to be seduced by any noblemen, either officer* 
of the Crown or the like, Avho pretend to be schismatic 
into a praimunire. For he that dares not follow 
the truth as his conscience directs him, is not wortBy 
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to be sought or followed by any of our faith. But, i639. 

on the other side, we give the like command, that who- ' 

soever is thought inclining to God in his heart, let no 

man be so rash to boast and speak it abroad. 

" All busy inquiries are forbidden, but especially 

into arcanas of the State. That none of the Church, 

whether lay brother or ecclesiastical, contribute so 

lu^ly as they have done to the society ; but dispose 

their charity that every order may partake alike."** 

There is a great deal of common-sense in this letter. 

: The repulsive part of the matter is, that a foreign ruler 

ihould take upon himself to issue orders in England. 

Sdll it was a good thing that the Catholics were held 

hack from supplying ftmds for this wicked war. It 

iras also a good thing that money was scarce in every 

Erection. The Council were at their wits' end. Loan 

rfier loan was refused, and very cold answers came in 

from the gentry in answer to a new appeal. 
" Though they be not direct refiisals," said Winde- 

kinke, " they are almost as ill, for they bring us no 

leKef, nor no hope of it. Some petty sums, and those 

tery few, have been offered. So that my Lords begin 

to apprehend it may be of dangerous consequence. 

Upon the whole matter, my Lords have commanded 

ffie to represent with all humility to your Majesty that 

4ey see no possibility of procuring such supplies to 

jour Majesty as are expected till the end of October." 

The higher classes were not the only recreants. 
The King had sent letters to the citizens of London 
demanding a heavy loan. 

On the 10th of June the committee appointed to 
procure money for the King met at Whitehall, to 

• Clarendon State Papers, ii., 47. 
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1639, receive the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London anJ 
place before tliem the needs of the King. The Recorder 
first read aloud the King's letter. After this, Arch- 
bishop Laud made a speech representing the needs of ■ 
the King, and the danger of the whole kingdom if he 
■were not supplied. The only place where ready money 
was to be had was the city, wliich, hitherto, even in 
times of less peril and necessity, had been ready t9 
serve the Crown. His Majesty demanded nothing by; 
way of gift or contribution, but a loan upon good secn> 
rity of repayment both of principal and interest, by; 
which they would be no losers, but gainers. On BU(i' 
terms they seldom refused any applicant, and of couri 
it was impossible they could make the least djfficoll 
to the King upon so urgent an occasion, and whwet- 
their own safety was so nearly concerned. 

His Grace was warmly seconded by the rest, aajj 
the Lord Privy Seal told the listening Mayor soA' 
Aldermen that when he was Recorder in the time 
King James, the city had lent £100,000 for a-year 
three days warning, and had it repaid punctually 
a day. 

But still the Lord Mayor required time to consi 
with his friends as to the wisdom of following tl 
bright example. 

To this the committee replied that tliough the bni 
ness was very weighty, yet it needed no such delil 
tiou. The greatest difficulty lay in the manner 
doing it; for they must know it must be done, 
that being yielded to they should have time to ad' 
upon the rest. It would therefore be quite enough 
consult together privately on the spot, and giv 
result to the committee before their departure. 
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The committee then withdrew, leaving the Lord i639. 
layor and Aldermen in the Council Chamber. After " ' 
lie lapse of an hour, these disloyal citizens informed 
he committee that considering the present scarcity of 
Qoney and damp of trade, they held it impossible to 
^ve his Majesty satisfaction. 

"My Lords" of the committee replied, they durst 

take no excuses or refusals, and advised the Lord 

Mayor and Aldermen to be careful how they gave his 

Majesty such just cause of indignation, which must be 

<rf dangerous consequence to the city in general, and 

to every one of them. And Lord Cottington went so 

fcr as to tell them, they should have sold their chains 

od gowns. 

This eloquence having no efifect, they were left to 
consider the matter again, and a proposal made to 
nise so much a month. 

But before the time arrived for their answer, its 
lecessity was superseded by events which will shortly 
'ippear. 

Among the Scots who had settled in Ireland were 
4e usual per-centage of traitors and cowards in a good 
ciQse. These, instead of the pride in the valour and 
iftdependence of their country that the majority avowed, 
trembled with abject fear lest they should be thought 
t) share it, and thereby endanger their worldly pos- 
lemons. And to ensure their own safety they drew 
ip a petition, which has stamped the names of all who 
[i^ed it with shame and dishonour. 

It was addressed to the Lord Deputy and Council, 
and mitten in the names of " divers lords spiritual and 
temporal, knights, gentlemen, and others of the Scot- 
nation, inhabiting the kingdom of Ireland." 

TOL. n. p 
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The petitioners stated that they had with inward 
" sorrow, hitherto, observed the disorders in ScotUind, 
occasioned by the covenant entered into by their 
countrymen there without his Majesty's regal autho- 
rity or assent. 

And as the petitioners altogether disliked those 
courses, and feared lest they might be suspected of 
being a party thereto, notwithstanding their perfect 
innocence, they desired to vindicate their loyalty. 
And to enable them to prove themselves perfectly free 
from " so great a blemish, from the contagion aJid 
malignity of the lewd and desperate transgressions of 
that faction," they begged the Lord Deputy and his 
Council would prescribe some test by oath, or other 
means by which they could show how free they were 
from any suspicion of consent to these proceedings of 
their wretched countrymen. 

Nothing could be more opportune for the King than 
this request. It was exactly what Lord Wentwortb 
needed, and took from him all the odium of suggestion. 
Of course he complied, and by order of the Lori 
Deputy and Council, the following oath was ordered 
to be administered to every Scot in Ireland. All who^ 
refused to take it were to be sent before the Council ' 

" I do faithfully swear, profess, and promise, that J 
will honour and obey my sovereign Lord, King Charlea^l 
and will bear faith and true allegiance unto him. Aa^ 
defend and maintain his royal power and authority. 
And that I will not bear arms, or do any rebellicms 
or hostile act against him ; or protest against any tiis 
royal commands, but submit myself id all due obe- 
dience thereunto. And that I will not enter into a.iiy 1 
covenant, oath, or bond of mutual defence and assist- 
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ance against any persons whatsoever by force, without 1639. 
his Majesty's sovereign and regal authority. And I 
do renounce and abjure all covenants, oaths, and bonds 
whatsover, contrary to what I have herein sworn, 
professed and promised. So help me God in Christ 
Jesus."* 

This oath was so satisfactory to the King, that he 
oidered it to be taken, also, by all the Scots in Eng- 
bnd above the age of sixteen, and a commission was 
accordingly issued to that effect. 

Meanwhile, the Bang found almost as much difficulty 
in obtaining privates for his army, as in finding money 
to pay them. 
I • In England the Marquis of Hamilton, and in Ireland 
die Earl of Barrymore, were compelled to press their re- 
cruits ; few, indeed, came voluntarily to their standards. 
So detested was the service in Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, 
and Kent, where Hamilton sent his press-gang, that 
Den were found to mutilate their feet causing lameness 
fcrlife, and even to hang themselves rather than serve.f 
k Ireland, where the Earl of Barrymore took the 
King's commission to raise a thousand meo, he pur- 
ned a system the opposite to that of Lord Wentworth. 
Be took no money either to pay the troops or provide 
fc their necessities. The old scenes of former times 
lere soon revived. The houses of honest labourers 
were invaded, and the tenants with their sons pressed 
ito the royal service. The recruiting parties were 
compoBed of the most brutal ruffians. Wherever they 
ippeaied, the inhabitants took to flight as at the ap- 
poack of an enemy. 
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* NaLson'a^CoUections, L 219. 

t Mr. Garrard to the Lord Deputy^ ii 357. 
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1639. Lord Wentworth was highly disgusted, and 1 
that if a levy must be made in Ireland for the 
war, that it might be managed by the Irish mi 
of the Crown. 

On the 29th of April, the King left York 
jonmey to Berwick. Before leaving, he express 
great satisfaction with his reception at York, i 
that he had never found the like true love fr< 
city of London, to which place he had given so 
marks of his favour. On the first night after 1 
parture he was lodged at Raby Castle, the seat 
Henry Vane, where he was magnificently entert 
and from thence he proceeded to Newcastle, wh 
met with a similar reception at the hands of the : 
and citizens. 

As he approached Berwick, his army was dra^ 
in line of battle, and at its head he marched I 
Tweed and pitched his camp at a place called 
two miles west of Berwick. 

On hearing of the King's arrival at Berwick, 
Wentworth wrote to him to entrench his armj 
all possible strength and diligence, always takinj 
to leave a free passage between the camp and Bei 
and also the sea free. And by no offensive J 
provoke an invasion till the end of August. I 
could be managed, and the cavalry meantime strc 
ened as much as possible, he thought it not un 
that the King might with great success suddenly i 
with all the cavalry to Edinburgh, spoiling and bu 
all the com of the champagne country, and seizii 
the shipping, fishing, and commerce, disable the 
the winter. And not less than two thousand 
should be left in Carlisle.* 

* The Loid Deputy to the King, ii. 356. 
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This last plan is hardly consistent with the usual i639. 
dear vision of Lord Wentworth. If the Scots were in 
sufficient force to allow of any danger of their boldly 
marching upon an entrenched army, and attacking two 
well-fortified garrisons, it would scarcely be likely they 
would keep so poor a watch as to admit of a great 
fliirpnse, or allow an enemy unchecked to ravage their 
knds. 

But there was also another impediment to this plan. 
Kdther army could afford to wait. The English were 
&oontented and mutinous; the Scots could not so 
long neglect their work, submit to the loss of trade 
uA fishing by the blockade of their ports, for Lord 
Hamilton had now arriyed off the coast with the 
ieet 

" It was our great desire,*' said the Chaplain of the 
Scots army, ** to have at once been at handy strokes, 
well understanding that our poverty could not long 
pennit us to keep the field together. If the ships 
flhonld keep us besieged by sea, and hold us firom all 
1 trade ; if on our border an army of strangers should 
foce us to lie in camp long before them, till our country- 
men, even from the North, came on our backs, till 
the Irish came on the west and English on the south, 
we saw at once that this would undo us without stroke 
rfsword." 

The faithlessness of Charles gave the desired oppor- 
tomty. The Scots, with strange imprudence, had 
agreed not to come within ten miles of the royal camp 
80 long as Charles did not cross the border. 

But on Sunday, the 2nd of June, a council of war 
^as called in the English camp, and intelligence 
^as brought that the Scots were in their quarters 



( 



r 



Hi THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWORTH. 

1639. at Keisey, about six miles' distant and about 1,500 



strong. 

It was then resolved to attack them, and, accord- I 
ingly, the next day, the Earl of Holland, with 2000 I 
horse and 2000 foot crossed the Tweed, and marched ^ 
into Scotland. 

The day was one of sultry heat, such as had not ^ 
been known within living memory, and the infantry, 
though cooled by wading through the shallow river, 
were too fatigued to be able to overtake their cavalry, \ 
which had now advanced three miles ahead of them, , 
and come in sight of the enemy. As they came on, 
the Scots sent a trumpeter, demanding what men were . 
they who thus, in warlike array, entered their country. 
As he uttered this challenge, a large body of horse | 
troops came rapidly behind him, and suddenly all | 
the hedges became alive with Scotch soldiers. It 
had been a mistake, indeed, to dream of catching them 



From behind the little hills new troops sprang up, j 
and surrounded the English horsemen on every side. I 
The surprise was to the Enghsh, who had fallen into I 
their own trap, and, without striking a blow, they 1 
ignominiously turned backj re-crossed the Tweed, aa.<I ] 
fled to the royal camp, ' 

But the truce had been broken, and there was no-vr * 
nothing to fetter the action of the Scots, while this ', 
miserable adventure had but too plainly revealed tt».e i 
condition of the English. 

On the following day, the King commanded all ttie 
nobles, gentlemen, and his own train to muster befo'Ke , 
him. Having obeyed his order and " made a galla-'mt 
show," though unfortunately nothing else, they dia- 
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mounted, and having all sent their horses to their leag. 

respective quarters, were about to retire. Suddenly 

the alarm was sounded that the enemy was among 

them. It was given by Sir John Byron, who, rushing 

into the royal pavilion, brought out the King and 

showed him the Scots marching upon the camp, with 

colours flying and fully prepared for battle. The King 

took out his field-glass and went to the side of the 

Tweed. There was no mistake. The main body of 

tbe enemy was all on the nearest side of Dunse Hill, 

and none ready to oppose them. 

The King uttered an oath. "Have not I," said he, 
"good intelligence! that the rebels can march with 
their army, and encamp within sight of mine, and I 
iK)t have a word of it till the body of their army give 
4e alarm ? " 

He then sent for the general, who blamed the scout- 
master, and he, in turn, accused the scouts. No shame, 
and no regret were manifested by the troops. Instead 
rf any eagerness to redeem their neglect, they began 
to murmur about the badness of their provisions, that 
their biscuit was mouldy and they could get no drink 
b the camp. They could find no better subject of 
conversation in sight of the Scotch army, than abuse 
of Sir William Savile, for furnishing his own regiment 
the best, complaints that no food could be had out of 
Scotland now beyond a few lambs that had been 
bought, &c., &c. 
While in the midst of this pleasant state of aflFairs, 
the KiDg was holding a hasty council of war, the Earl 
of Dmnfermline, preceded by his trumpeter, advanced 

from the Scotch camp and came to the pavilion of the 
King. 
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1639. He brought with him the oft repeated petition fo; 
liberty of religioD, and the declaration that only U 
defend that and keep the laws of God, and by nt 
means to rebel against the King, had they taken arms. 
If only their rights, according to the laws of the land, 
were granted, they would instantly return contentedly 
to their homes. 

It was utteriy useless to contend with them now, 
and Charies was forced to yield what otherwise they 
had the power to take. With the hope of saving his 
pride, he caught eagerly at the word " laws," and pre- 
tending to have misunderstood the Scots before, and 
to have thought they wished to set aside the laws, he 
soon came to terms, and on each side the following 
articles were agreed to. 
On the King's part : 

1. That all matters ecclesiastical shall be determined 
by the assembly of the Kirk, and matters civil by the 
Parliament and inferior judicatories, which assemblies 
shall be kept once a year, or as shall be agreed on by 
the General Assembly. 

2. That a free General Assembly be kept at Edin- 
burgh the 6th of August next, where the King intended 
to be present, and a Parliament held there the 20th 
of August next, for ratifying what shall be concluded 
in the said Assembly, and setting such other things as 
shall be necessary and therein an Act of Oblivion to 
be passed. 

3. That upon the Scots disbanding their forces, dis- 
charging their tables, restoring his honours, castles, 
forts, and ammunition, and to his subjects their 
liberties and estates, he will retire his fleet and land 
forces, and restore what ships and goods are detained. 
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'* 4. m. .s he intends no alteration of religion or _^ 
lavs, so he expects obedience of his subjects, and if 
any shall continue disobedient, the calamities that 
ensue are occasioned not by him but by themselves. 
The articles were after Jrds put in L form : 

1. The Scots to be disbanded within forty-eight 
hours. 

2. His Majesty's castles, forts, ammunition, and 
loyal honours to be delivered up. 

3. His ships to depart after the delivery of the 
castles. 

4. His Majesty to restore all persons, goods, and 
ships arrested since the 1st of November. 

5. No meetings or convocations but what warranted 
by Act of Parliament. 

6. All fortifications to desist. 

These articles were then signed on both sides, and 
both armies were disbanded.* 

Thus ended in utter disgrace and deserved shame 

this expedition against the Scots. Happily for the 

bonour of the EngUsh name, it was impossible to call 

it a national cause. The Scotch lords who had taken 

jart with the King were everywhere the objects of 

worn and execration to their nobler countrymen. 

When the Marquis of Hamilton, by the orders of the 

King, went to put Lord Ruthven into the Castle of 

Edinburgh, and see it furnished with provisions and 

ammQiiition, as he passed along the streets of the 

capital, he was overwhelmed with such hootings and 

Imigs, that, in terror, he called on some of the 

coYenanting lords to attend him to the castle, as a 

guard against the people, who hurled at him the 

* Bnahworth, Svo. iii. 64. 
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1630. epithets of " pirate," " traitor," " enemy to God and 
the country," &c. And the Earl of Traquair, Lord 
Treasurer in Edinburgh, who was also obliged to visit 
the city, met with a similar reception. His white staflF 
of oflBce was torn from his servant, and on a rebuke 
oflFered to the people by the council, all the apology 
was the bare act of returning the staff* 

* Rushwoith, iiL 64. 
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When the news of the pacification reached Lord 1639. 
Wentworth, he regarded it, as indeed it truly was, merely 
as a trace which the weakness of the King had com- 
peDed him to make. To a man so faithless as Charles, 
it was apparently a great advantage. It not only 
afforded him time to prepare new instruments of com- 
pulsion, but gave him possession of all the fortresses 
of Scotland, which before were in the hands of the 
Covenanters. Indeed, it is much to be wondered at, 
tkt the castles, or some of them, should not have 
been retained as hostages by the Scots. 

Wentworth, little heeding the jealous eyes that were 
bent upon him in England, even more than in Scotland, 
now rapidly proceeded on that course which could not 
fciil to strengthen and confirm the suspicions of all the 
friends of Uberty. Though the peace declared should 
at once have put a stop to all warlike preparations, he 
contmued them more vigorously than ever. He ad- 
nunistered the oath to the Scots in Ireland with the 
same rigour as before. He filled his arsenals with 
anns Bufficient for ten thousand foot and one thousand 
boree, with all other stores in proportion. And he 
most earnestly counselled the King to maintain his 
fall ganisons in Berwick and Carlisle, and perfect the 
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1639. fortifications of Leith as well as garrison it strongly 
with loyal troops.* He still deprecated the plan of the 
King's holding a Parliament in person at Edinburgh. 
But if his Majesty persisted in this intention, he 
begged him, at all events, to secure his return, and 
take such measures, that no advantage might be taken 
by the Scots of his being on the spot, to constrain 
him to comply with anything which might in the least 
" press upon his honour," or embolden either the Scots 
or any other of his subjects in the future. 

Three principles Lord Wentworth said must be 
granted : 

1. That it was the knowledge the Covenanters had 
of their own weakness, not their better affections, that 
inclined them to seek an accommodation. 

2. That nothing is to be jrielded there, which by 
way of precedent, may encourage to protest or contest 
the royal commands or the laws already established. 

3. That England and Ireland ministering to the 
King's sovereignty — as Lord Wentworth said, he felt 
confident they would, if rightly handled — there was 
abundantly in the King's power, suddenly and safely 
to conform Scotland to his will in all just things. 

It was well that the little word ^^just '* came in the 
right place in the last sentence. But even then, Lord 
Wentworth deemed it advisable to ask the King to buiB 
the letter containing such equivocal matter. 

But the Scots, on their side, were equally cautions. 
They insisted that the terms of disbanding both armies 
included the discharge of the garrisons of Berwick and 
Carlisle, and they loudly protested agamst any addition 

♦ The Lord Deputy to the King, ii. 372. 
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either to the fortifications or the number of men in i639. 
the royal castles of Scotland. 

This unexpected stroke of the Scots completely 
Awaited the cunning designs of the King. How to 
cany them out, he could not devise. His preparations 
could not be carried on secretly, and if attempted 
openly, they would be met with counter forces that 
might lead to a result like the last. And yet, to allow 
the Scots to remain in possession of the victory, was a 
humiliation he could not endure. 

In this predicament he resolved to send for Lord 
Wentworth personally to confer with him. But even 
by this he feared to awake new suspicions. He there- 
fore wrote to Wentworth, telling him to come to 
England but be sure to hide the cause. " I have," 
said he, "had too much to desire your counsel and 
attendance for some time, which I think not fit to ex- 
press by letter more than this. The Scots Covenant 
i^ns to spread too far. Yet, for all this, I will not 
have you take notice that I have sent for you, but 
pretend some other occasion of business;^ as to be 
[ present at the hearing of the Chancellor's Appeal, or 
t what you will.'' 

1 The King was too little in the habit of seeking 
I timely counsel of his ministers, not to show that he 
; Was profoundly embarrassed at this time. But anxious 
as Lord Wentworth was to obey him, and at once 
proceed to England, some delay was unavoidable, in 
^rder to arrange the government of Ireland during his 
a^bsence. And most unfortunately, too, he was now 
suffering from one of those attacks of illness that were 
Woming ever more frequent and violent. He thus 
Wrote to the King :— 
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" Verily, Sir, my foot should this very morning have 
~ been in the stirrup towards your presence, but, that 
the condition of this great charge doth necessitate me 
to have powers from your Majesty so to do, and settle 
also this government in such a manner as in these 
cases is required. 

" Howbeit, in sadness, my health is not very good, 
and such a lameness fallen into my knee, the remainder 
of my last year's gout, as is very troublesome to me 
now, and hath been ever since the last winter." 

He was iu great apprehension lest he should lose 
the use of his limbs at this juncture. But with stem 
resolution, he immediately began to look for some 
remedy, and arranged to be carried to England on a 
litter rather than be wanting to the King. 

And, at once, he ordered Sir George Radcliffe to 
see that all forms were prepared for the transfer of his 
duties to a lieutenant during his absence. While 
these were being made ready, Lord Weutwortli rapidly 
selected his deputies and made his domestic arrange- 
ments. 

His two little girls he resolved to send to their 
maternal grandmother, the widowed Countess of Clare. 
She had often asked him for them, but he never could 
persuade himself to part from them for so long a stay 
and at such a distance. But as separation Avas now 
inevitable, he settled at last, to entrust them to her. 

It was on this occasion that he wrote the following 
beautiful letter : — 
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The Lord Deputy to the Countess Dowager of Clare. 

" May it please your Ladyship, 

"My Lord of Clare having writ unto me, your 
Ladyship desired to have my daughter Ann with you 
for a time in England to recover her health, I have 
at last been able to yield so much from my own com- 
fort, as to send both her and her sister to wait your 
grave, wise, and tender instructions. They are both, 
I praise God, in good health, and bring with them 
lence from me no other advice, but entirely and cheer- 
fclly to obey and do all you shall be pleased to command 
them, so far forth as their years and understanding 
may administer unto them. 

" I was unwilling to part them, in regard those that 
must be a stay one to another, when by course of 
iiature, I am gone before them, I would not have them 
grow strangers whilst I am living. Besides, the 
younger gladly imitates the elder in disposition so like 
her blessed mother, that it pleases me very much to 
see her steps followed and observed by the other. 
Madam, I must confess, it was not without diflficulty 
^hre I could persuade myself thus to be deprived the 
looking upon them, who, with their brother, are the 
pledges of all the comfort, the greatest, at least, of 
^y old age, if it shall please God I arrive thereunto. 

" But I have been brought up in afflictions of this 
^d, so as I still fear to have that taken first that is 
^^arest unto me; and have in this been content 
^Uingly to overcome my own afiections, in order to 
their good, acknowledging your Ladyship capable of 
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^^39. dcung them more good in their breeding than I am. 
Otherway, in truth, I should never have parted with 
them, as I profess it a grief unto me not to be as well 
able as any to serve the memory of that noble lady in 
these harmless little in&nts. 

" Well, to God's blessing and your Ladyship's good- 
ness I conmiit them, and have of sorrow in my heart 
till I see them again, I must, I know it right welL 
And I believe them so graciously minded to render 
themselves so the more, the more you see of their 
attention to do as you shall be pleased to direct them, 
which will be of much contentment unto me. For 
whatever your Ladyship's opinion may b% of me, I 
desire, and have given it them in charge (so far as 
their tender years are capable of) to honour and observe 
your Ladyship above all the women in the world, aa 
well knowing that in so doing they shall fulfil that 
duty, whereby of all others, they could have delighted, 
their mother the most, and do infinitely wish they may 
want nothing in their breeding, my power or cost 
might procure them, or their condition of life hereafter 
may require. 

" For, madam, if I die to-morrow,' I will, by God's 
help, leave them ten thousand pounds a-piece, which I 
trust, by God's blessing, shall bestow them to the com- 
fort of themselves and friends, nor at all considerably 
prejudice their brother, whose estate shall never be 
much burthened with a second venture, I assure you. 

" I thought fit to send with them one that teacheth 
them to write. He is a quiet, soft man ; but honest, 
and not given to any disorder. Him I have appointed 
to account for the money to be laid forth, wherein tie 
hath no other direction but to pay and lay forth a.s 
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HIT ladyship shall appoint, and still, as he wants to 1^39. 
) to Woodhouse, where my cousin Rockley will 
ipply him. And I most humbly beseech you to give 
rder to their servants, and otherwise to the tailors at 
iondon, for their apparel, which I wholly submit to 
rcwir ladyship's better judgment. And be it what it 
Doay, I shall think it all happily bestowed, so as it be 
to your contentment and theirs. For cost I reckon 
Qot of, and anything I have is theirs so long as I live, 
vliich is only worth thanks, for theirs and their 
brothers all I have must be, whether I will or no, and 
therefore I desire to let them have to acknowledge me 
far before. 

" Nan, they tell me, danceth prettily, which I wish 
(rf with convenience it might be) were not lost, more 
to give her a comely grace in the carriage of her body, 
hn that I wish they should much delight or practice 
it when they are women. Arabella is a small prac- 
titioner that way also, and they are both very apt to 
kim that or anything they are taught. 

"Nan, I think, speaks French prettily, which yet I 

might have been better able to judge, had her mother 

fcei The other also speaks ; but her maid, being of 

Guernsey, the accent is not good. But your ladyship 

iBin this excellent, as that, as indeed all things else 

ihich may befit them, they may, and I hope will, learn 

letter with your ladyship than they can with their poor 

fcther, ignorant in what belongs women and other 

ways. God knows, so distracted, and so a-wanting 

Mto them in all, saving in loving them ; and therein, in 

truth, I shall never be less than the dearest parenf in 

the world. 

TOL IL Q 
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that whenever I be happied tlirough the occasion, 1639. 
there is not any more 

" Your Ladyship's 

" Obedient and most humble 
" Son and Servant, 

*' Wentworth. 
**Fairwood Park, 

" The 10th of August, 1639." * 

There was another reason, also, for sending away 
the children. The son of Sir Edward Osborne had 
kely been killed at York by the sudden fall of a 
diimney, and, ever since, the fear of a similar accident 
liad beset the little Wentworths. 

Alluding to this miserable calamity, Lord Went- 
worth wrote to Laud : — 

" The sad news of the death of the Vice-President's 
Bon was very grievous unto me, the rather that my 
friend should come to such a misfortune there where I 
kad placed him. But it hath scared all the women 
ind children in the house most seriously, and, to say 
tnith, with reason. For I do not think there are any- 
where so many rotten chimneys as are in this Castle, 
and so dangerously high and weakly set, as if they 
had been so done purposely for mischief. These late 
great winds frightened them sufificiently ; but I do not 
think it will now be possible to keep them in their 
Ws, when boisterous Boreas shall swell his cheeks 

• The Lord Deputy to Lady Claie, ii, 379, 

q2 
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1639. next God bless the young whelps, and for 1 
dog there is less matter."* 

Just at this time the Lady Loftus, in whose 
Lord Wentworth had decided against the Cha 
died. The manner in which he spoke of her ai 
death is a great argument against the miserabl 
dal attached by his enemies to his friendship f 
Thus to Lord Conway he expressed his grief: 
have sadly buried my Lady Loftus, one of the i 
persons I ever had the happiness to be acqi 
with. And as I had received greater obligatioi 
her ladyship than from all Ireland besides, 8( 
her are gone the greatest part of my affections 
country ; and all that is left of them shall be 
fully and religiously paid to her excellent memo 
lasting goodness." 

And later he spoke of her as that " gentle j 
who to have procured the whole world could noi 
moved a dishonourable or unrighteous thing to m 
though she had known aforehand that I woulc 
yielded thereunto." 

By words and deeds, Lord Wentworth endear 
to arouse a feeling of loyalty towards the King, 
arguments he used are remarkable for their plaus 
and afford a striking example of the possibi) 
placing a bad cause in a good light. 

Sir Richard Hutton, one of the judges who d 
in favour of Hampden in the famous trial on th 
money, was a relation of Lord Wentworth by mai 
and frequently corresponded with him. Just a 
time, before his departure for England, Lord ^ 
worth thought it well to express his opinion oi 

* The Lord Deputy to the Aichbiahop of Canterboiy, iL, Si 
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course ; but very diflferent is his manner from the flip- 1639. 
pant tone in which he spoke of Hampden to Laud. 
The following argument, in favour of arbitrary taxation 
by the Bang, may well impress minds really as shallow 
as Lord Wentworth was in the habit of considering 
4ose of the taxed people to be : — 

"I do conceive that the" power of levies of forces, 
it sea and land, for the very — not the feigned — relief 
a&d safety of the public, is such a property of sovereignty, 
IS were the Crown willing, yet can it not divest itself 
ftereof. Sahis populi suprema lex; nay, in cases of 
eitremity, even above acts of Parliament. And I am 
tstisfied that the monies raised for setting forth a fleet 
was chastely bestowed that way, not at all vitiated by 
my application otherwise, nay, satisfied that it was 
necessary that it should be so, and that our fleet at 
lea were in these times of mighty honour to the King, 
Bwst fit to preserve the rights of private subjects, the 
peace and safety of the commonwealth. 

"And, considering it is agreed by common consent- 
that in time of pubUc danger and necessity, such a levy 
may be made, and that the King therein is sole judge, 
how or in what manner or proportion it is to be 
gathered ; I conceive it was out of humour opposed by 
Hampden beyond the modesty of a subject, and that 
reverence wherein we ought to have so gracious a 
■overeign." 

The second part of his argument is still more im- 
pressive : — 

" The prospects of Kings into mysteries of State are 
10 fer exceeding those of ordinary common persons, as 
they be able to discern and prevent dangers to the 
public afar off, which others shall not so much as dream 
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1639. of till they feel the unavoidable stripes and smart of 
~ them upon their naked shoulders. Besides, the mis- 
chief which threatens State and people are not always 
those which becomes the object of every vulgar eye; 
but then commonly of most danger, when least dis- 
covered ; nay, very often, if unseasonably over-early 
pubhshed, albeit, privately known to the King long 
before, might rather inflame than remedy the evil. 

** Therefore, it is a safe rule for us all, in the fear of 
God, to remit these supreme watches to that regal 
power, whose peculiar indeed it is ; submit ourselves 
in these high considerations to his ordinances, as being 
no other than the ordinance of God itself ; and rather 
attend upon his will with confidence in his justice, 
belief in his wisdom, assurance in his parental affections 
to his subjects and kingdoms, than feed ourselves with 
the curious questions, with the vain flatteries of 
imaginary liberty, which, had we even our silly wishes 
and conceits, were we to frame a new commonwealth, 
even to our own fancy, might yet, in conclusion, leave 
nothing ourselves less free, less happy than now, 
thanks be to God and his Majesty, we are, nay ought 
justly to be reputed by every moderate-minded 
Christian." 

That Lord Wentworth, at least, persuaded himself 
of the truth of these words there can be little doubt 
According to the principles adopted by him, the money 
spent on the fleet sent out to crush the Scots was 
" chastely bestowed." But once admit the ground that 
the King is responsible to God alone, and that regal 
wisdom is supreme on earth, and it is difficult to se6 
why the whole legal establishment should rest on any 
other basis than the royal will, or to recognise in the 
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coronation oaths anything but an insulting, if not an 1639. 
impious, farce. The whole of Lord Wentworth's argu- 
ments vanish into air when opposed to the fact, that in 
England a king reigns solely on certain conditions 
accepted by himself, and by which he confesses him- 
self to be a mortal, bound by precisely the same obKga- 
tions of morality as the rest of mankind. 



CHAPTER X. 



1639, It was not before the middle of November that 
Lord Wentworth was able to leave Ireland. When all 
his arrangements had been made, and even his baggage 
got ready, he was seized with violent paroxysms of 
two of the diseases that held him in their racking 
fetters. But desperately struggling v^ith these most 
cruel enemies, he, nevertheless, set sail and crossed St. 
George's Channel. On disembarking at Chester he 
was obliged to pause, and while resting his shattered 
frame he wrote to his wife describing his bodily suffer- 
ings. After a few days he set out for London, and imifte- 
diately on his arrival, probably to give that colour to his 
visit which the King had desired, the appeal of the Lord 
Chancellor Loftus of Ireland against the judgment of 
the Irish Council and Deputy was heard in the Star 
Chamber by the King in person. The appeal was 
vain, and the case a second time settled, and now by 
the Privy Council of England, against Loftus. Among 
those who thus decided were Vane and Holland, both 
enemies of Wentworth. 

The late Pacification of Berwick had been the ^ 
greatest mortification ever experienced by the King.^ 
Never was a defeat more complete than that. H^^ 
writhed beneath the shame, and hated the Scots witiC 
tenfold hatred. The ease with which they had secure .^^ 
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position that can prove itself so stedfast. Be yourself 1639. 
the first example of obedience to the laws, and rebel- 
lion will be all unknown in England. And for me, a 
loyal servant, a faithful firiend, let me die rather than 
£adl you in what is good, or serve you in what is ill ; " 
— could Lord StraflFord have suddenly awakened to a 
sense of whither his blind affection, his abandonment 
of all things to the desires of the King were leading 
him ; — could he with devotion as firm have seen the star 
of Right, and steered unswervingly liis course by that 
as chief — who can say what would have been the 
result ? Not much, it is to be feared, to the good of 
the King, who would probably have dismissed him with 
rage and disappointment to a prison. 

There are minds which need only the call of a noble 
and sympathetic nature to spring from darkness into 
light, which will joyfiilly grasp the outstretched hand 
that seeks to draw them firom the mire into which they 
have been betrayed by guile or the force of a mighty 
temptation, which, even unaided by all, can never 
reconcile themselves to a base condition, and still grope 
and struggle and mourn for better things, even though 
thej have never seen or known them. 

And there are others whom no power can sustain on 

iigh. With a glorious upward path before their very 

©yes, with great work, fit instruments, and whatever 

cam elevate and cheer, with a sphere waiting ; — all — all 

^xrt vain. The weight of worldly selfishness overbears 

^11 else ; no wings are powerful enough to lift such a one 

in sir ; its strongest attribute compels it to grovel 

Again and again attempts to raise it may be made, it 

i cannot exist above the earth, it has no sympathy with 
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sustain them in their celestial sphere, and the artificial 
supports removed, it falls prone, once more, to perish 
and decay. 

A more liopeless nature than that of Charles it is 
difficult to conceive. The wonderful patience of the 
people in, again and again, pardoning his broken faith 
awoke no desire of return in him. The vigour and 
prompt decision of the Scots suggested no appreciation 
of the importance of their worship in their own eyes ; 
he looked upon their unity as conspiracy. Neither 
had he the temptation of strong passions to hurry 
him into folly, or the excuse of hopelessly difficult 
circumstances to drive him to dangerous despair. 
As a king and as a man, fortune was propitious to 
him. Fervent loyalty and friendship, such as the 
noblest men would have died to win, were his, and 
were as nothing in his eyes. His mind was essentially 
poor, barren by nature, and mucii less cultivated than 
is generally believed. This native poverty is his best ^ 
excuse. It is by accrediting him with far greater j 
powers than he possessed that the real injustice is done 
to him. The glamour of a royal name, a handsome , 
face, a picturesque dress, have been most truly sag- 
gested as having a'generally undveanied-of influence on 
his admirers, though it needs only to remember the 
boundless power of mere appearance and name over * 
most minds to admit the possibility at once. That he 
was incapable of improvement is seen by the failure of "3 
all that could tempt a man to goodness to move him. 

But with Lord Strafford it might have been other — ^■ 
wise. Had a truly good and great man felt for hinzK 
such an affection as he felt for Charles, and used tha^g 
affection to awaken him to conscience, none can sa'-jK 
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what might not have been the result. Unfortunately ^^^ ' 
for hun, the acquaintance of Pym and Hampden never 
reached to friendship, and outside the House of Com- 
mons, even in his early days, when he shared their 
political opinions, he was almost a stranger. Pym is 
said to have been intimate, but no trace of this remains. 
There are no signs of mutual visits, no friendly letters, 
no kindly mention even in the earliest days. It was a 
disadvantage to Strafford that those who really loved 
him, worshipped him in the same manner that he wor- 
diipped the King, and were, without exception, men 
who felt their inferiority. Yet from them he could 
bear to be told of his faults without offence, and fre- 
quently he promised them to try to subdue his pas- 
sionate temper and haste — almost his only defects in 
their partial eyes. And it is this deference to their 
opinion, added to his wonderful devotion to the King, 
that vindicates his fitness for a loftier sphere than he 
found on earth. A soul capable of one unchanging 
love for another through his whole life, who ever puts 
the welfare, the happiness of that other before his own. 
who is unmoved by any unpopularity, who clings the 
doeer for misfortune, sacrifices the more for need — no 
matter how erroneous may be the manner in which he 
shows this feeUng — so long as it is true in itself and 
fts object more to him than himself; such a man has 
other possibilities hidden within, seeds waiting only for 
that warmth which is their right atmosphere to bring 
them to life. And among the other lessons taught us 
by the career of Lord Strafford may not this be one ? 
That when we see another armed with such powers, 
yet seemingly deficient in the one thing that can render 
them a blessing to humanity, those gifted with a keen 
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1639. and lofty moral sense shall not be content to bl 
defect, but hold it among their duties to endea 
influence to supply it, or rather to kindle tl 
hidden and lost in the flint for want of the 
contact of what, at first sight, seems the ali( 
Had Hampden, for instance, dreamed of the pc 
of striking the first spark of conscience in Wen 
soul, of feeding the flame with afiection, it is 
say that the noblest results might not have f 
But this is only one of the many dreams ol 
might have been." Not the faintest eSbrt wj 
by the patriots to retain Strafford — not a singl 
remonstrance was heard. Unaided in his hour ( 
ness, the hatred with which he had ever sin 
pursued rendered return next to impossible. 

War with Scotland was again resolved on 
since the pacification, commissioners had passe 
fro between the King and the Scots, consul 
time in weary arguments that deceived neithe 
Scots were perfectly convinced that the mom 
laid down their arms and rendered themselves 
the King would pour down his forces and com] 
to receive the hated, and in their eyes unholy 
and any other matters he chose. His own b 
the treaty, in filling the Castle of Edinburgh wit 
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that this would go but a short way. It was, never- ^^^' 

theless, adopted as a means of immediate supply, while 

more solid plans were forming. To this loan Lord 

StraflFord subscribed no less than twenty thousand 

pwmds out of his own private estate, as well to afford 

ID example to others as for its own substantial use. 

Thongh the obsequious judges had declared in favour 

of the King's claim to ship money, their decision was 

10 palpably opposed to the laws, that it rather increased 

ftan lessened the difficulty of collecting it. And all 

other illegal measures promised such poor results, that 

fte only safe chance of obtaining sufficient means to 

tteet the voluntary forces of the Scots was to fall back 

QD the nation, and once more summon a Parliament. 

The deUght of the people at once more seeing their 

Woved assembly would, it was hoped, put them in so 

good a humour with the King, that they would be 

leidy with open purses to support him. But if not, if 

1 Parliament should refuse, then the council considered 

fte King, having exhausted all lawful means, would be 

Mly justified in taking the matter entirely into his 

m hands, and raising money for the war in the 

Mner that seemed best to himself. 

But England was not alone to be called upon. Lord 

f entworth had such confidence in the goodwill of the 

Ksh towards the King, and their total lack of all 

lympathy for the Scots, whose hatred of Popery was 

lot likely to attract them, that he proposed to call 

»other Parliament in Ireland for the express purpose 

rflaying the subject before them. 

Matters were then settled accordingly. Writs were 
iwed in England, summoning a Parliament to meet 
on the 13th of April, and Lord StraflFord took his 
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1640. departure from England to hold the same august 
assembly in Ireland. 

Meanwhile, in each of the three countries were seen 
again the preparations for a renewal of the civil and 
most wanton strife. The Earl of Northumberland, 
Lord High Admiral of England, was also appointed 
Conmiander-in-Chief of all the Forces against the Scots, 
and Lord Strafford named Lieutenant-General under 
him. The navy was to be largely increased, twenty 
new ships of war to be ready by the 10th of April 
The city of London was ordered either to fumidi a 
ship of war, or the money to enable the King to fit out 
one of his own vessels. The citizens preferred the 
latter alternative, and guaranteed the sum required. 
Letters were sent from the Privy Council to the Lords 
Lieutenants of the counties, with orders to raise a 
certain number of troops, to whom the Earl of North- 
umberland would send ofiBcers to train them. On the 
10th of May tliey were all to meet at one general 
rendezvous, and thence march to Newcastle. For the 
present all their expenses were to be paid by the 
country, which was afterwards to be repaid out of the 
exchequer. Men for the navy were to be raised in a 
similar way.* 

On the arrival of Lord Strafford in Ireland, the Kng 
sent him a formal letter directing him to make certain 
statements to his good subjects in Ireland. Among 
these was an account of the wickedness and ingratitude 
of the Scots. In this most pathetic document Charles 
related to the Irish how he had hitherto tried to 
conceal from all others the manifold distempers and ill 
affections shown towards his government and persoa 

♦ Rushworth, Bvo, iii., p. 127. 
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by the Scots; how he had endeavoured out of his i640. 

princely clemency silently to reclaim them, and equally ' 

bow their judgments and consciences to fight reason 
4Uid that natural allegiance God required of them for 
him. 

Yet, he said, his gracious inclination had not 
wrought in them that clear sight and sense of their 
-disobedience he trusted would have been the case, and 
which must have happened had his goodness and com- 
passion towards them been looked on and received 
with such reverence and thankfulness as these qualities 
deserved. But at length he was forced to expose the 
culprits. They had grown worse through his for- 
bearance and moderation, and now, under the mask of 
religion, had shown so little regard to the rights of his 
Crown, and the^ignity of his person, that he could no 
longer neglect to put his affairs and armies in such a 
condition as should enforce their obedience and con- 
foraiity. 

For this reason, therefore, he had resolved to call 
a Parliament, both in England and Ireland, to consult 
on these matters, and to offer to his well-affected 
subjects the honour to endeavour with him the joint 
safety of King and people. 

And, in particular. Lord Strafford was to tell the 
people of Ireland that through the disorders of others, 
the King looked with delight upon their great and 
continued expressions of affection and loyalty ; and, 
what was more, he assured himself with all confidence 
of their fit supply and personal assistance in the exe- 
cution aud accomplishment of his just and pious 
intentions. 
And therefore Lord Strafford was to demand of 
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i64ti. them, ill these pressings and urgent occasions of the 
" King, the grant of six subsidies, to be paid in three 

years. At Jlie eanie time, he was enjoined to tell them 
that if God should give that misguided faction in 
Scotland grace to submit, then the King would remit 
two of the six subsidies, and employ the other four for 
improving the revenue, bo as to be no further burden- 
some to Ireland, unless some great and pressing oeca~ 
sion should enforce him. 

But the six subsidies were not all. People do not 
maintain a character for generosity for nothing. Lord 
Strafford was further enjoined to declare that the King 
had that well-grounded opinion of the Irish faith and 
courage, that he purposed to have a levy of » 
thousand foot and one thousand horse of them, to join 
the rest of his forces at Benvick, to reduce Scotland tfl 
obedience. 

And, in retnni for these loyal gifts, the King said he 
had given Lord Strafford charge to advise \vitJi the 
Council for the framiug of such laws as should conduce 
to their happiness; and these being sent for his approval, 
should be returned to be passed by their ParliamenL* 

But these delightful messages were threatened with 
a delay which nothing but the unconquerable spirit' 
and endurance of Lord Strafford could have prevented. 
On his journey back to Ireland, he was seized at 
Beaumaris with one of his paroxysms of pain, whicjji 
he thus describes to Secretary Coke :- — i 

" Paper grows scarce, as are the winds, so yottj 
must be content with half a sheet. •' 

" Nevertheless, though it blows something westerfc.;^ 
I will this morning on board. God grant ns a go *'^ 

» Straffunl Pajiers, ii. 393. 
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passage. That whicli makes me hasten the more is in ^^^' 
regard having had a great pain all night in one of my 
incles ; I am so lame this morning as I stir not 
Rrithout much anguish ; and I should grieve extremely to 
be bound up here to my chamber in a season wherein his 
Hq'esty's service requires me so much in Ireland. 

" I thank God it took me so late ! for, had it fallen 
upon me three days sooner, it would have been impos- 
sible to have got me hither. But now the next groimd 
I touch, by God's help, shall be Irish. There within 
two or three days, I shall either be well, and cease my 
gxrat, I trust, for this year, or else be able to tell where 
I may be found for three weeks, or a fortnight at 
least Howbeit, one way or other, I hope to make 
Aift to be there and back again hither in good time. 
Per I will make strange shift, and put myself to all 
the pain I shall be able to endure, before I be any- 
^ere awanting to my master or his aSairs in this 
conjuncture. And, therefore, sound or lame, you shall 
kave me with you before the beginning of the Parlia- 
ment I should not fail though Sir John Eliot were 
Kvmg. 

" In the mean space, for love of Christ, call upon 

tod hasten the business now in hand, especially 

the raising of the horse and all together, the rather 

fox that this work now before us, should it miscarry, 

"We all are like to be very miserable. But carried 

through advisedly and gallantly, shall, by God's blessing, 

»et us in safety and peace for our lives at after, nay, 

m probability, the generations that are to succeed us. 

-fy d faute de courage, je rien aye que trap. What 

^ht I be with my legs, that am so brave without the 

^ of them ? 

R 2 
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lev^. - Wei halt, I4mi or lame I will be fonnd true 
the r-ers-Mi of my gncioos master, to the service • 
Lis Crown, and iny friends." 

These illnesses had now become so frequent th 
Lord Strafford was obliged to take them into calc 
lation in all his plans, and so arrange for them to I 
as little hindrance as possible. In the present instanc 
he had directed the Parliament to assemble by 
certain day, and he fonnd it already sitting on h 
arrival The Conncil had made a very sensib 
alteration with regard to the subsidies. As the la 
had been six in number, they feared that a precise! 
similar demand would cause the people to take alar 
and imagine the first was now to be taken as a pn 
cedent. The Council, therefore, asked for four, wit 
a promise of the other two if his Majestj' shod 
urgently need them. To this amendment Loi 
Strafford heartily agreed, and, on the 23rd of Maicl 
the four subsidies were voted in the most cheerfi 
manner. Xothins: could exceed Lord Strafford' 
deliirht at the ease with which thev were obtainei 

It raised his spirits by giving him a proof of popt 
larity that was so rarely experienced by him. Wor 
and pain without encouragement, without gratituA 
was too commonly his lot for this to pass unfelt an 
unnoticed bv him. 

"This" (cheerfulness), said he to the King, "Itak 
to be of more advantage to your Majesty in itself, an 
in the consequence, than the grant of six subsiift 
would have been. And, amongst other reasons, whic 
may convince it to be so, I dare undertake (as litd 
beloved as some will needs have me to be by thi 
people) that if your Majesty would, it were in m; 
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power to persuade them after Easter to give you four ^^^- 
subsidies more, payable the next two years after the 
former levied. 

** In one word, your Majesty may have, with their free 
good wills, as much as this people can possibly raise. 
Next, your Majesty may as safely account yourself 
master of their lives and fortunes, as the best of Kings 
can promise to find amongst the best of subjects. 
And that if those in England comply with the like 
alacrity, and minister to your Majesty's princely designs 
and purposes, you will be at an end of the war before 
it begins." 

Nothing now remained but to raise the troops and 
liirnish all their requirements and baggage. In this 
lord StraflFord declared he would not lose an hour, nor 
let the zeal of the Irish nation cool. To him their zeal 
teemed on fire to serve his Majesty. This done, he 
would return with all speed to England. 

The assurance of Irish loyalty did not rest on the 
word of Lord Strafibrd. Not content with their pro- 
fessioDS to the Lord Lieutenant alone, the Parliament 
of Ireland in their address accompanying the ofier of 
the subsidies, spoke of Lord Strafibrd in a manner that 
certainly justified his belief in their satisfaction with 
liis Government. Particular attention is called to their 
words, as it will be hereafter necessary to refer to them. 
They were as follows : 

" In that his Majesty hath provided and placed over 
v& so just, wise, vigilant, and profitable a governor, as 
the Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Strafford, Lord 
Lieutenant of this your said kingdom of Ireland, who 
by his great care and travail of body and mind, sincere 

and upright administration of justice without partiality, 
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increase of your Majestj^'s revenues, without tbe least 
hurt or grievance to any of your well-disposed and 
loving subjects, and our great comfort and security, bj 
the large and ample benefits which we have received, 
and hope to receive by your Majesty's commission of 
grace for remedy of defective titles procured hither by 
his Lordship from your sacred Majesty. His Lord- 
ship's great care and pains in restoration of the Church, 
the reinforcing of your army within tin's kingdom, and 
ordering the same with singular good discipline. His 
support of your Majesty's wholesome laws here estab-' 
lished ; his encouragement to your judges, and other 
good officers, ministers, and dispensers of your laws in 
the due and sincere administration of justice; bis 
necessary and great strictness for the execution tberecrf, 
his due punishment of the contemners of the same, and 
his care to relieve and redress tbe poor and oppressed. 

*' For this, your tender care over us, showed by tbe 
Deputy, and supporting so good governors, &c., we, 
in free recognition of your great goodness towards us, 
do for the abbreviation of some part of your Majesty's 
inestimable charges, most humbly and freely offer to 
your Majesty four entu'e subsidies," &c.* 

Not content with this, they wrote a long letter iom^ 
Mr. Secretaiy Windebanke, " expressing, even witiK:^ 
passion how much they abhor and detest tbe ScottislEj 
Covenanters, and how readily every man's hand oughf~:4 
to be laid on Ids sword to assist the King in reducin^^ 
of them by force." Then, as a contrast to the un^n 
grateful Scots, they declared, " that their hearts codk3 
tained mines of subsidies for his Majesty, that twenLz^ 

" NbIbou'h Colleotions, vol, ii. 180. 



THE LIFE OP THOMAS WENTWORTH. 247 

subsidies, if their abilities were equal with their desires, 1640. 
were too little to be given to so sacred a Majesty, 
from whose princely clemency, by the ministration of 
fte Lord Lieutenant, so many and so gracious favours 
are derived unto them." * 

On their side, the Scots made every effort to prepare 
for the coming struggle. The preachers exhorted them 
to patriotism from every pulpit, and, as a bitter clergy- 
man of their enemies expressed it, " turned their lungs 
mto bellows to blow the fire which melted the plate 
and rings and jewels into current coin." Loans were 
eagerly volunteered, and the energy of the previous 
year, if possible, was increased. 

But the feelings of Lord Strafford were much 
changed from what they had been the year before. 
The reluctance that he had then manifested, had given 
place to a restless activity that found fall occupation 
in his last preparations for departure. The language 
as well as the conduct of the Irish Parliament had 
excited him to a condition of feverish exultation. 
Popularity was to him so strange a thing that he could 
^ot conceal his delight or maintain his calmness. In 
spite of all his reputed haughtiness, the approbation 
of his fellow men was dear to him as to any, and he 
Jilted that the rare tribute should be acknowledged. 

*'It is my desire," said he, *'his Majesty will judge 
^twixt those that have scandalized this Government, 
*o have proceeded with so much severity as had 
rendered me a most hated person, indeed, a Vizier, 
-'^ha, or an3rthing else that might be worse, and the 
*^^Uible assurances given by me to his Majesty that 

* Nalson's CoUections, ii. 182. 
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this people were infinitely satisfied and joyed under 
the shadow of his protection and justice, and that 
they did not distaste me so much as willingly to 
change me, or to desire any new Deputy in my 
stead/' * 

He strongly advised that the loyal Declaration of 
the Irish should be read at the English Council, and 
after published to the nation, both for the purpose of 
awakening an emulation in England and of dis* 
couraging the Scots. So much did he hope firom tihis 
that he pronounced the Declaration to be of more 
value than ten subsidies. 

With regard to the levy of troops, an equal willing- 
ness was found ; and here, too, he saw new cause of 
rejoicing. There is something very pathetic in tlie 
way in which he dwells upon his new experience of 
sunshine. 

" As in their purses," said he, *' so also in their 
persons, I find them most earnest to venture them in 
his Majesty's service, so as there will, I trust, be bo 
want of men. Nay (howbeit I have been reported by 
some to be a person hateful to God and man, as if it 
were not sufficient I should be so wretched as to bo 
thus hardly thought of by them, unless I were so 
believed and taken by others), I held it, I say, much 
conducing to the quickening of their zeal to let them 
know that I would go along with them myself, and if 
the game came to that, be found amongst them 9$ 
near the strokes as another man, which I find they 
take extreme kindly from me, that they have me in 
their reasonable good opinion, and that if it were left 

• Letter to Mr, Secretary Windebanke, ii. 398. 
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to their choice, they would not have any other general i64a 
than myself. Most certain it is that none of them 
will be less forward to put himself into the action, 
because to be commanded by me." * 

As the result of this favourable disposition of the 
Irish, he counted on being fully prepared by May, to 
march from head-quarters in Ireland with an army of a 
thousand horse, eight thousand foot, thirty pieces of 
ordnance, and all other necessaries for transportation, 
ammunition, victuals and pay for eighteen months, 
without costing the English treasury a shilling during 
that time, on the sole condition that his stipulations 
should be complied with. For he was careful to warn 
the King that unless good faith were kept with him, 
all his plans must fail. 

These stipulations to which the King had already 
assented, during the last visit to England of Lord 
Strafford, were as follows : — 

1. Fifty thousand pounds of the loan borrowed on 
security of subsidies to be granted immediately to pay 
for the outfit of the army, which was to be procured 
in the Low Countries, at that time the cheapest arsenal 
and miUtary store in Europe. Ten thousand pounds 
Were at once to be sent there, and the rest of the 
money to be ready as Lord Strafford should call for it. 

2. The rents of the Crown lands of Londonderry 

and Coleraine, or money forth of the exchequer of 

England to their value, to be paid into the Irish 

exchequer towards the war, so long as the Irish army 

should be in service. 

3. All the gunpowder served free from the magazines 
of England. 

♦ Letter to Mr. Secretary Windebanke, ii. 399. 
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1640. 4. A sufficient number of the King's ships to gua 
the coasts and serve as a blockade against the Scot< 
ports. 

5. Pay for tlie two thousand foot and five hundre 
horse, arranged to join the Irish troops in Curabei 
land, the money to be advanced to the Irish treasure 
at war for three months beforehand, precisely as Lor 
Strafford had hitherto paid the force sent under Si 
Francis Willoughby to Carlisle. 

This was a very needful stipulation, nothing bein 
more likely than for Charles to send on his Englis 
troops to join Lord Strafford's men, and leave Loi 
Strafford to pay them as best he might. 

C. A release from the heavy charge of the Iris 
troops in Carlisle, and repayment of a month's advani 
to them made by Lord Strafford. 

These conditions had been drawn up some tin 
before, and absolutely guaranteed by the King. B 
Lord Strafford again sent them to the Secretary 
State, warning him how much depended on their stri 
fulfilment. He also tokl him that though of little t 
in England, and never more needed in Ireland th 
at present, still, in obedience to the King, he h 
arranged to conclude all his preparations, and wou 
embark for England on Ash Wednesday. 

But as if the memory of the manner in which Charl 
had so often broken the conditions on which he h 
undertaken the government of Ireland, could not I 
stilled, on the same day that he thus warned the Seer 
tary of State, Lord Strafford wrote to the Marquis 
Hamilton to the same effect, recounting anew the pr 
mises, and begging Lord Hamilton to dweill on tbe 
to the King, and enforce on him the need of keepii 
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the covenant he had made ; and boldly to remind him i640. 
that if his given words in this matter were not punctu- ' 

ally performed, then Lord Strafford would hold himself 
released fi-om his charge, as he deemed it altogether 
impossible to carry out the royal will without the need- 
ful succours. 

At the same time, he dispatched his agent to London 
to receive the ten thousand pounds with which he was 
at once to go to Holland, and there buy the arms and 
such stores as could not be obtained in Ireland. But 
whatever could be furnished by the latter country, was 
to be taken in accordance with the policy of spending 
as much money there as possible, in order to encourage 
trade. 

Never had Lord Strafford cause to write so many 
pleasant letters as now. It was astonishing how 
zealous the Irish were in this — one of the worst causes 
ever embarked in. All obstinacy, difficulty, or reluct- 
ance seemed to have vanished, and the military and 
civilians having shown their goodwill so heartily, were, 
after all, to be outstripped by the clergy. These 
zealous members of the church now came forward as 
^ey had never done before. Enthusiasm in persecu- 
^0^ and abuse of heresy have been common at all 
*'^es to both Catholics and Protestants, Church people 
^d Dissenters. But they have generally been con- 
^^tited with inflicting pain and bad language on those 
^t^o differed from them in their interpretations of 
^^pture, or the mode of pubUc worship, or the ques- 
*^^ti of religion. But liberally to advance money to 
^"^ best of causes in their own estimation has been 
^^other matter by much less common. 

In this instance it was different. Three subsidies 
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iwa yet remaineJ of the old grant by the former Parlia- 
ment to he paid during the next three years. To these 
three the clerg}' of Ireland added six more, to be also 
paid in the same time. So that for the next three 
years, in addition to what the Parliament had just 
granted, the King had nine subsidies to count upon. 

Nor did they rest here. Besides this, they con- 
sented that a tax should be laid on all the ecclesiastical 
H\Tngs in the kingdom of Ireland, to be rated and set 
in the King's book at the sixth part of their full value. 
And this tax when fiilly gathered, it was calculated 
would quite double the amount of their contribution 
by equalling their subsidies. 

Certainly, if Lord Strafford looked on all these 
munificent grants, in addition to the loudly uttered 
commendations of the representatives of the Parlia- 
ment, the army and the clergy, as a proof of the general 
satisfaction with his government, he cannot be blamed. 
If the Irish were dissatisfied, thev could show it as well 
as the Scots, and with the advantage of the sympathy 
and probable aid of the Catholics abroad, an encourage^ 
ment of which the Scots were destitute. 

Incredulity or scepticism was not a feature in Lord 
Strafford's character. Firm in his purposes, resolute 
in the preparation and carrying out of his plans, h© 
was verv readv to believe the words of others, and to 
listen to reports and affirmations, though neither hi^ 
actions or opinions might be changed by them. And* 
indeed, it was hardly in human nature to turn a de^ 
ear to the welcome assurances that were now made t^^ 
him. That they were unexpected is true. He had s^^ 
steeled himself to the hatred of enemies, so accustomed 
his mind to work without encouragement, that he wa^ 
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bewildered by what be was told was tbe trutb after iwo. 
all. And knowing bow many efforts bad been made 
to injure bis credit witb tbe King, be was overwbebned 
with the sudden change. Formerly, be bad constantly 
to beseech the King not to listen to stranger enemies. 
Now he bad to persuade him to believe in friends as 
strange. 

But faithful to tbe great sentiment of bis heart, bis 
chief joy was tbe success this unlooked-for encourage- 
ment promised him in fulfilling the wishes of Charles. 
In one kingdom, at least, the cause of tbe King was 
trinmphant, and be had been the cause of it! The 
thought fired him with redoubled zeal. This was his 
highest reward, to be able, as be believed witb literal 
truth, thus to address his King : — 

"Sir, your person and authority here is infinitely 
honoured and reverenced. This people, abundantly 
comforted and satisfied in your justice, set with ex- 
ceeding great alacrity to serve the Crown the right 
way in these doubtful times, and much trusting and 
helieving us, your Majesty's poor ministers; all this 
in as high a measure as your own princely heart can 
wish. 

" And if all this be not literally true, let the shame 
^ mine, so wretchedly to have misinformed your 
Majesty. But if it be (as indeed it will be found) most 
true, then your Majesty in your wisdom will find how 
^bose persons are to be trusted hereafter, who, forth 
^f their personal spite to me, go about to have it 
'tought by your Majesty, and all the world besides, 
^ be quite otherwise. God forgive them their 
^lumnies, and I do." 

But tbe body could not keep pace witb the mind. 
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iG*i. enterp»rise and worthy labour — ^in " the constant angmdi' 
of patience." 

The following is his sad letter to the King : — 

*' ^lay it please your sacred ^lajesty, 

" With some danger I wrought through* a storm at 
sea, yet light on a greater misfortune here in harbour, 
having now got the gout in both my feet, attended with 
that ill habit of health I brought from Dublin. 

** I purposed to have been on my way again, early 
this morning, but the physician disadviseth it ; and, in 
truth, such is my pain and weakness, as I verily be- 
lieve, I were not able to endure it. 

'' Nevertheless, I have provided myself of a litter, 
and will try to-morrow how I am able to bear travel, 
which, if possible I can do, then, by the grace of God, 
will I not rest till I have the honour to wait upon your 
Majesty. 

" In the meantime, it is most grievous unto me to be 
thus kept from those duties which I owe your Majest/s 
service on this great and important occasion. In 
truth, Sir, in my whole life I never desired health more 
than now, if it shall so please God. Not that I can be 
so vain as to judge myself equally considerable with 
many other of your servants, but that I might give my 
own heart the contentment to be near vour commands 
in case I might be so happy as to be of some small use 
to my most gracious master in such a conjunctm^ of 
time and atVairs as this is. 

" God long preserve your Majesty. 

" Your ^Majesty's most faithful and most humble 

Subject and Servant, 

" Strafford. 

" Chester, April 6th, 1640/' 
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'or the very first time during the whole of their i^^- 
laintance, the King is to be found willing and 
ntarily offering to make his own convenience 
Ddary to the welfare of his fnend. It is true that 
ow so completely rested all his hopes on the genius 
devotion of Lord Strafford, that the health of the 
r was of the very first importance to him, and 
most precious aid would be lost without the 
test care. Nevertheless, it is just that Charles 
Id have the benefit of the best construction that 
3e put upon his words with any probable assimi- 
Q to the truth; and, amid a crowd of mean and 
h despatches, this little note of the King stands 
n too pleasing contrast to be omitted here. Lord 
ibrd had been detained for some days at Chester, 
I the King thus wrote to him : — 
Strafford, 

Having seen divers letters to my Lord of Can- 
uy concerning the state of your health at this 
, I thought it necessary by this to command you 
to hazard to travel before ye may do it with 
afety of your health. And in this, I must require 
Qot to be your own judge, but be content to follow 
idvice of those that are about you, whose affec- 
and skill ye shall have occasion to trust unto. 
If I did not know that this care of your health 
necessary for us both at this time, I would have 
red my thanks to you for your great service lately 
, until I might have seen you. 
So praying God for your speedy recovery, I re^t, 

" Your assured Friend, 

" Charles R. 
Whitehall, April the I2tk'' 

»U Ha B 
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Strafford was forced to obey tliis kindly order, but 
even during his delay at Chester, he transacted a 
curious piece of business. 

While approaching Nesson, on his voyage from 
Ireland, he had observed a Scottish ship of about 
seven score tons, and bearing eight or ten pieces of 
ordnance, riding at anchor. On inquiry he found that 
she was a merchant vessel, and that the master was now 
in the town to receive for his freight about six hundred 
pounds. Though an embargo had not yet been form- 
ally laid on Scotch vessels, the day was so near, that 
to lose such a prize for a mere piece of formality was 
not to Lord Strafford's mind. If he could find some 
excuse to delay it till it could be lawfully seized as a 
prize of war, the matter would be easy. 

Of all obstacles to evil the need of a pretext is the 
easiest removed. Lord Strafford privately advised the 
merchants to stay their payments of the fireight, and 
then gave orders for the apprehension of the ships 
master and his mate, and told the Custom-House 
officers to seize the vessel, *' on pretence of cozening 
the King in his customs." The delay that an inquiry 
into this charge would cause, would be sufficient ta 
last till the embargo was declared. " And thus," said 
Lord Strafford, exultingly, to the Earl of Northumber- 
land, " will she lie fair and open for your arrest^ and 
perchance prove your best prize of that kind; and 
really being manned with English mariners, which may 
be pressed for that occasion, be of all others the fittest, 
vessel for the transportation of your men and ammuni- 
tion to Dimibarton." 

As was usual with Lord Strafford in similar moods 
to the present, he threw aside the caution of calmer 
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s, and recklessly flung around him such speeches 1640. 
ere calculated to do him irreparable injury. " 

ley were eagerly caught up and carried, with the 
1 additions of reporters, to his enemies, and did 
incalculable mischief. 

or would any condemnation be too stern to pass 
i them, if we were justified in forgetting the bodily 
lish under which they were uttered, and which 
partly represented. 

de by side with his passionate words, came the . 
)us bursts of pain: " My present infirmities enforce 
by the pen of my secretary to answer your 



rs." 



I shall not delay one hour of putting myself in 
way of London, after such time as I shall by the 
sing of Almighty God be able to endure the journey, 
jing my exceeding great grief to be thus detained 
1 the place where either his Majesty or any other 
ht think me capable to serve him." 
Will my weary hand be able to carry on my pen 
one line farther." 

Such hath been my weakness that I have not had 
lerto strength to answer yours." 
Notwithstanding his struggles, he was unable to 
ise his wish of reaching London in time to be pre- 
t at the meeting of Parliament, Though the worst 
gs of the gout began to leave him, such was his 
ility that he was unable even once to cross his 
m, and i\s in Ireland so in England, the great 
ncil was to assemble ungraced by his presence. 



8 2 
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CHAPTER XI. 



The 2iid of March, 1629, witnessed the abrupt 
closing of the last Parliament. Eleven years of dis- 
cord, poverty, and gloom, had elapsed since then. 
Despotism had not vindicated the choice of the King 
by the success of his personal government. The new 
Parliament met. 

On the 13th of April, 1640, the King, with all hia 
train, rode to Westminster Abbey, and having there 
listened to a sermon by the Bishop of Ely, proceeded 
to the House of Lords, 

The new peer was not there. Fretting in tor- 
ment at Chester, he had been unable to take fail 
seat. 

When the King liad ascended his throne, and the 1 
Prince of Wales was seated on liJs left hand, the Com- 
mons were summoned, and the Lord Keeper, Sir Johk. ' 
Finch, was commanded to address the assembly on 
behalf of the King. With Scotland in its present 
condition, and the knowledge of the spirit abroad ia 
England, it might have been supposed that a special 
modesty would on this occasion have marked the open- 
ing oration. 

But a very few words were enough to show that as 
far as language, at least, went, the failures and blundera 
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of eleven years were to manifest none of the wisdom i64o 
of experience. Boasting, flattery, and the most mon- 
•trous assumptions on behalf of royalty, formed the chief 
points of the speech. 

The members present were informed that though his 
Majesty's kingly resolutions were seated in the ark of 
his sacred breast, and it were a presumption of too high 
a nature for any Uzzah uncalled to touch it, yet his Ma- 
jesty was now pleased to lay by the shinmg beams of 
Majesty, as Phoebus did to Phaeton, that the difference 
between sovereignty and subjection should not bar 
Aem of that filial freedom of access to his person and 
jDouncils. Only they must beware how, with the son 
rf Clymene, they aimed not at the guiding of the 
dariot. 

'.' Then followed a catalogue of the blessed condition 
rf England under the Bang, with the assertion that the 
Queen was not to be paralleled for her person and virtue, 
and a touching allusion to the " sweetest pledges of 
their love," and after that the real business of the 
day. 

This, of course, was the crimes of the Scots. With 
accuracy worthy of the King, a short abstract of the 
doings of these "men of Beliar' was now submitted 
to the listeners. In this they were stated to have led 
a multitude into a course of disloyalty and rebellious 
twason, such as former times had left no parallel, or 
fte present furnish an equal. They had taken up 
arms against the Lord's anointed, and invested them- 
selves with regal power and authority. Only the last 
sommer, his Majesty at his own charge, and at the 
Vast expense of many of his faithful and loving sub- 
jects of England, went with an army against them. 
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iwa But they took upon them the boldness to outface ai 
braTe his royal army with another of their own raisin 
Yet for all this his Majesty's goodness was not lesseiM 
by that, nor could his gracious nature forget what I 
was to them, nor what they were to him, but out 
his piety and clemency he chose rather to pass by^the 
fonner misdoings, upon their humble protestations 
iuture loyalty and obedience, than by just vengeance i 
punish their rebellions. 

But since then, he had discovered that they d 
but prevaricate with him to divert the storm whic 
hung over their heads, and by gaining time, to purchai 
more advantage for pursuing their rebellious purpose 

Then came a glowing description of the opposi 
conduct of the Irish, who certainly deserved a vei 
handsome compliment for their loyalty, and their ze 
against the Scots was warmly eulogized. 

The King's intention of coercing the Scots by meai 
of a powerful army was next announced, and s 
present were warned that no attempt at mediati< 
between the Scots and the King must be made. Su< 
a thing would be ver}* presumptuous to offer, as if ai 
one could possibly by solicitation make the King mo 
merciful than he was, and ever would be out of l 
own spontaneous grace and goodness. But the ParK 
ment had been sunmioned to provide him with tl 
means for this war, and therefore he desired the 
without delay to vote him the necessary subsidies. 

The speech concluded with an allusion to tonnaj 
and poundage, which the King said, he desired not 
claim but by grant of Parliament, and an assuran 
that, after the money was suppUed and the war ov( 
he would listen to any just complaints. 
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No sooner was the Parliament fairly opened, than 1640. 
petitions for the removal of grievances began to pour 
in from different counties. And these petitions, and 
not the urgent need of the King for money, occupied 
the attention of the House. It was useless for the Lord 
Keeper or anyone else, to promise in the King's name^ 
that after he had obtained his subsidies he would 
redress every wrong. The people desired the redress 
to come first, and their complaints were faithfully set 
forth by their representatives in the Commons, and 
especially by Pym, a man who possessed the entire 
confidence of the people. He offered " a model of 
the grievances which afflicted the commonwealth, and 
which had disabled it from administering any supply 
till they were redressed." These he divided into three 
kinds : 

1. Those grievances, which, during the past eleven 
years' interval of Parliaments, were against the liberties 
and privileges of Parliament. 

2. Innovation in matters of reUgion. 

3. Grievances against property. 

In all these, Pym declared he should take care to 
maintain the great prerogative of the King, which 
was : " That the King can do no wrong." 

This last emphatic statement boded mischief to the 
firiends of the King. The two last articles were especially 
aimed at Laud and Strafford. Indeed, the latter was 
charged with the first, unjustly enough. For the hatred 
of Parliaments was inherited by Charles from his 
foolish father, and, notwithstanding the axiom regarding 
the immaculate nature of Kings, the government with- 
out Parliaments was the peculiar and personal crime 
of Charles. But Laud cannot be freed from the 
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He then pronounced ritualism a grievance. 

• Parliamentary Histoiy, iL, p. 547. 
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"I observe," lie said, " as a great grievance, there are i64o. 
(hVers innovations in religion amongst ourselves, to 
make us more capable of a translation, to which 
purpose popish books have been published in print. 
Disputations of popish points are, and have been, used 
in the Universities and elsewhere with privilege ; 
preached in the pulpit and maintained for sound 
dodrine, whereby popish tenets are maintained. 

"The introducing of popish ceremonies, as altars, 
bowing towards the east, pictures, crosses, crucifixes, 
and the like ; which of themselves considered, are so 
many dry bones, but being put together make the 
man. 

" We are not now contented w ith the old ceremonies, 
—I mean such as the constitution of the reformed 
religion hath continued unto us ; but we must intro- 
duce again many of those superstitions and infirm 
ceremonies, which accompanied the most decrepid age 
o/ popery, bowing to the altar and the like." 
After more of this nature, the speaker then touched 
^^ the third order of grievances, and his words must 
'^ave fallen heavily on Strafford. 

-Among these he named the fines for Knighthood, 
'^Hich in his office as President of the North, Strafford 
^a^ rendered so profitable to the King. The gross 
^t>Tise and distortion of this ancient institution was 
ttiTas described : — 

•'In the next place of these grievances, I rank 

V^nighthood, the original whereof was, that persons fit 

for chivalry might be advanced. But this after was 

stretched for another end, for money, and extended not 

only to terre-tenants, but to lessees and merchants, 

who were first to appear, and then to pleSd for them- 
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selves at the Council board, but were delayed fr 
day to day, to their great cliarge and inconvenience. 
It was to avoid all these ruinous delays and expen^ 
that 60 many were glad to close with Lord We, 
■worth's plan, and pay a composition which settled ( 
matter at once and brought in " a good round fine 
to the King. 

But it was quite true that the fine, not the servic 
was now the object desired, and no worse princip 
can be imagined, than one that makes a punisliment 
matter desired for the profit it brings to the inflicts 
instead of the reform of the defaulter. 

Then came the rest of the grievances under th 
head, including the system of monopolies, militai 
impositions, especially the seizure of horses by warran 
of the deputy lieutenants alone. 

It was in vain that the Commons were referred 
the King's opening speech, that they were told, 
their supplies were not speedy they would be usele 
that the army was already marcliing and costing t 
King £100,000 a month. The Commons were l 
solved no more to be fed with false promises, but 
have wrongs redressed before they advanced money. 

The King then appealed to the House of Lords 
the same arguments. The Peers proved to be m( 
tender than the Commons, and agreed to invite t] 
Btubbom body to a conference, and see what their p 
suasion could accomplish. 

Accordingly, by invitation of the Upper House, i 
Commons met their lordships, who at once opened 
subject by the mouth of the Solicitor General, 
informed the Commons that the war was aire; 
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b^. The Scots had pitched their tents at Dunse, 
and threatened to invade Northumberland. Then 
followed the previous arguments, with the promise of 
redress of grievances "on the word of a King/* 
Possibly some of the Lords felt this pledge less weighty 
than might seem — for some of them added, " on the 
word of a gentleman also." * 

The conference had a most opposite effect to the 
one intended. The Commons warmly resented the 
interference of the Lords on their special province, the 
question of supply. They voted the proposition of the 

Peers to be a breach of privilege, and declined to be 

influenced by their persuasions. • 

As a last effort, the King sent a message promising 

diat if they would grant him twelve subsidies, to be 

paid in three years, he would renounce his practice of 

leYying ship-money.f 
But the wary members were not so to be caught. 

Amongst others, Pym and Hampden pointed out that 

&e acceptance of such a condition would acknowledge 

fte King's right to ship-money. 
Deep, indeed, was the pit dug for a nation so 

davishly bound by precedent as England. 
But while the subject was still in debate, the angry 

[impatience of the King rose to its height, and on the 

iifth of May, he suddenly dissolved the Parliament. 
The dissolution was followed by the most arbitrary 

acts. The houses of members of Parliament were 

lansacked for treasonable papers, and members put in 
tjaison " for undutiful answers to questions importing 

iis Majesty's service,'' and condemned, without trial, to 
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♦ Rushwoith, vol. iii., p. 155. 



t Ibid. 166. 
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uua ftsmam bi prison t3I his yhjescys fanit^ ( 

~ ~ Shffrfls wi^n praeecaced fibr bck of zeal in coil 
irfiTp-^n>"jnef. and me taan, bands caSed out to p 
any nmrx of me lEnca&ed people. Pablic asse 
w^e fcrboidim, and die b«3afis diai passed do^ 
nvior scacons w^sre prohibiKed from carrrmg 
pesons." * The consequjOices weie m«elT to in 
tiie populace. 

The treatmaxt of die Flnitan ministers wi 
fire^ in th«br nnnds^ and Land, who, as a men 
the Privy CDoncil as well as Aichbisfac^ of Cant< 
was principallT blamed for these acts of the 
was the chief ol^ect of hate. 

A paper was posted up on the Royal Exchao 
Titing the London apprentices to sack the Archb 
Palace. Fire hundred men answered the cs 
had not the palace been strongly fortified and de 
within, the career of Land might have ended 
and then. 

The tmnnlt was pnt down and the ring 
tried, and one of them named Thomas B< 
literally hanged, drawn, and quartered. 

Uninfluenced by this warning, the soldier 
were on their march to Newcastle constantly m 
on the way. Their pay, which Lord Straflbi 
always so careful to remit punctually whene 
rested with him, was perforce withheld in the 
tion of the royal exchequer. Without pay, 
out proper rations, without the faintest interest 
war, and with the knowledge of its utter unpopi 
it was not likely that the soldiers could be I 
good order. 

♦ BosliwoTth, iiL p. 162, &c. 
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By the dissolution of the Parliament, the King had i640. 
thrown away his last chance of extrication from the 
miserable entanglement in which he had netted him- 
8e]£ 

He now resumed his former method of government 
hy means of his Council, who in his name summoned 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London to give in 
the names of such of the citizens as were able to lend 
money to the King. Several of the aldermen refusing 
thus to aid in the sacriSce of their fellow citizens, 
they were at once committed to prison, and the rest, 
with the Lord Mayor, were ordered to find by a certain 
day, such as could amongst them make up a loan of 
£200,000 for the King. Should any refuse, the Lord 
Mayor was to send in their names, and these, like the 
aldennen already imprisoned, were to be prosecuted 
by the Attorney General, in the Star Chamber, for 
their contempt ! 

Meanwhile, the ^rmy as it marched northward was 
maintained by billeting the troops on the inhabitants, 
and especially in Yorkshire, where probably the great 
influence of Lord Strafford was calculated by the King 
to enforce any decree. But loyal as were the York- 
shire people, they had been too much abused, and on 
the 28th of July, a petition was drawn up at York, 
in which the people of Yorkshire stated, that only the 
^ year they had, in obedience to the King, expended 
<^ver £100,000 in military expenses alone, to their own 
very great impoverishment, and far above what they 
^^ht to have paid in proportion to other counties, 
■^ey declared the burden was so heavy, they could 
^^T it no longer. That they were oppressed with the 
l^dleting of unruly soldiers, whose speeches and actions 
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1640. tended to the burning of their villages and houses, and 
to whose insolencies they were daily subject. 

They prayed that as the billeting of soldiers against 
the will of the subjects, was contrary to the ancient 
laws, confirmed by the Petition of Right, the insup- 
portable burden might be taken away, lest some sad 
accidents happen, which would be displeasing both to 
his Majesty and his subjects. 

On the reception of this the King became desperate, 
and ordered the seizure of all the bullion which was 
lying ready for coinage in the Mint. And this order 
he would have enforced, but for a meeting of the mer- 
chants, among whom were many wealthy Spaniards, 
who warned him* that such an act would not only 
cause the loss of the coinage, and would ever after 
prevent the bringing of bullion to the Tower, but 
would ruin his Majesty's reputation, his faith being 
pledged to the merchants for their freedom to carry the 
bullion to the Mint and back again. 

A compromise was then effected. 

The merchants agreed to lend the King £40,000 
(the value of a third part of the bullion) upon the 
security of the Customs. 

Another plan for raising money was to buy up all 
the pepper on security, and sell it for ready money 
below its value. 

The next scheme was to debase the coinage by a 
mixture of copper with the silver, and to coin £300,000 
in silver threepences, which, with an addition of 
copper, were each to count as twelvepence. This 
money was to be declared currept payment for all ex- 

• Rushworth, voL iiL, Svo. 
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penses incurred by marchiDg army. * Some like that ^^^' 
of the pepper were put in practice, but most of 
these miserable plans ended in propositions. Indeed 
their absurdity soon became apparent. Had they been 
all carried out to the utmost, it was palpable that they 
would be but a drop in the ocean — a crumb towards 
the necessities of an army that was intended to 
subdue a kingdom. 

But all were attributed to Lord Strafford^ He had 
been carried by slow journeys to London, in a litter, 
and arrived in time to take his seat in the House of 
Lords. The rest of his time was chiefly consumed in 
efforts at recovery, or such a fraction of health as 
would allow him to reach the North. Frequently he 
was detained from the Council Chamber by sickness, 
to which he was forced to yield, so direly did he dread 
being utterly disabled in the hour of utmost need. 

Among other charges, apparently without founda- 
tion, is that of his censure of the Yorkshire petitioners, 
and of his declaration that their -assertion of an ex- 
paiditure of £100,000 the year before was an ex- 
aggeration, f 

Tliis can scarcely have been the case, as we find 
lum writing to the King, on the occasion of the York- 
shire train-bands being called out, and thus remonstra- 
ting against the heavy pressure placed upon his native 
county : — 

"Mr. Vice-President writes unto me from York, 
that he hath your Majesty's order to march six regi- 
ments of the train-bands forthwith to Newcastle, and 
that all the rest should be in readiness upon four-and- 

• Rush worth, vol. iii., 185. 

t It ia Buflhworth who brings this charge. See voL iiL 



■t 



THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWOETH. 278 

To keep down the people, who it was feared would i64o. 

lie in revolt against this hated tax, a provost marshal, 

vitb a band of soldiers, was ordered to patrol the 

€3!tj and all the train-bands were kept ready for any 

emergency. Laud by no means trusted to spiritual 

-weapons. "I have got cannons," said his Grace, 

**and fortified my house as well as I can, and I hope 

aDmay be safe." 

In every county, recruiting sergeants marched, by 
tbe King's order, to enlist the peasantry by force, if 
-necessary ; and when, as was often the case, an honest 
labourer refused to be torn from his family and peaceable 
occupation, to be butchered in a distant and unjust 
irar, against a friendly nation, whom he believed to be 
in the right, the order was " to commit to prison such 
pereoDs as, being liable to the said press, shall refuse 
to receive prest-money for the said present expedition 
fer his Majesty's service." * 

But not only men were seized, horses and waggons 
for the baggage, carters to drive them, and coat and 
conduct money were to be furnished, under penalty of 
fine and imprisonment. In short, nothing included in 
the Petition of Right was left unviolated. 

In London, a levy of four thousand foot was ordered, 
together with coat and conduct money ; and the Lord 
M^ayor was sternly ordered to provide the best men for 
the North. 

But all would not do. An army was indeed gathered 
together, but, as regiment after regiment was de- 
spatched, mutiny quickly followed the order to march. 
Officers were murdered by the men; and when the 



I 



♦ Ibid. 1174. 
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1640. criminals were imprisoned, they were speedily released 
by comrades as rebellious as themselves. 

As a contrast, the Scots were marching southwards, 
united by the same spurit that had proved so faithfiil 
the previous year. 

But, by a strange infatuation, the King's generals 
appeared totally unable to realise the danger. In the 
beginning of July, Lord Conway, the conmiander at 
Newcastle, received intelligence that the Scots were 
within a few days of Dumfries, with seven or eight 
thousand men, with the intention of invading Cumber- 
land. This he chose to doubt. He thought the Scots 
would not venture to invade England, but said he 
would, nevertheless, prepare, and wrote for reinforce- 
ments. 

No better idea can be given of the condition of the 
King's army than the curt reply of Sir Jacob Ashley 
Major-General of Foot. It was as follows : — 

"My Lord, 

" I had order from my Lord General to send 
four or five thousand men to your lordship to New- 
castle ; but, considering that there is not such a number 
yet come, and those that are come have neither colours 
nor halberds, and want drums, I forbear it, &c. 

" There is come money but for seven days ; and if 
I should send any of these troops in this case, you 
would be sufficiently troubled with them for want of 
pay, &c. Now, my lord, I am to receive all the 
arch knaves of the kingdom, and to arm them at 
Selby. 

"Before I came, some 500 of them were brought 
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3utenant Colonel Ballard. They beat the officers 1640. 
le boors, and broke open the prisons, &c. Two " 
since, Colonel Lunsford's regiment comes, who, 
5 way, fought with all their officers, and, as they 
I, abused all the country." * 
asant persons, certainly, to be quartered on pri- 
nd defenceless families. 

lowing this agreeable intelligence came more 
from Sir Jacob Ashley, stating that a part of 
iwn regiment, raised in Berkshire, came to 
itry, and there totally disbanded ; that the 
lant to Colonel Colepepper was basely slain 
le Devonshire men; that three hundred more 
d absolutely to go to Hull, for fear of being 

jd.f 

course, the Scots were not ignorant of this state 

ngs, and by the 3rd of August Lord Conway 

. to alter his opinion. For, on that day, he 

ed a letter from Sir Henry Vane, warning him 

7ord had reached London of the march of the 

with a powerful army, and begging him to do 

3st to keep the troops from mutiny, till money 

d, which the King was endeavouring to collect 

t as possible. 

the 10th of August Sir Henry Gibb arrived 
Scotland, with intelligence that in three days the 

would be in England with 30,000 men. 

lible was the consternation of Conway. The 

1 confidence, that the Scots would never cross 

)rder, had left Newcastle unfortified, and pitiable 

le condition of the commander. 

♦ Clarendon, State Papers, iL p. 101. 
t Clarendon, State Papers, ii p. 101. 
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i»- The Km? tdd him, in emereency, to bum the 
sabixrbs. bat as the baildings were of stone, that pro- 
mised little gv)od. What was to be done ? 

'• If I kave any number of men in the town," said 
Lorl Conway, *• their arms will help to arm the Scots, 
and they are in great danger to fall into their power. 
If I qnit the town and leave no soldiers, I am sure it 
will be imputed to me as a most dishonourable thing, 
when an enemy is master of the field that night, to 
quit TO him that whkrh cannot be kept, and in such 
manner as he shall receive least benefit by it I will 
immediately give order that all the ships go out of the 
river ; those that cannot, to be burnt or simk." * 

In this strain he wrote to Northumberland and 
Strafford, who, strange to say, remained almost as in- 
credulous as before as to the real power of the enemy. 
But Lord Strafford, whose judgment was strangely 
enfeebled — ^who was fitter for the hospital at this to 
than the Coimcil board, wrote back an angry reply to 
Conway. It is certain that Lord Conway had been 
stransrelv misled, but now, at least, he fullv measured 
the danger. It might be supposed that his former 
supineness, not his present alarm, was the cause of 
displeasure, and he must have been strangely asto- 
nished to receive the following extraordinary rebuke 
firom the Lieutenant-Greneral : — 

" My Lord, 

" Yours of the 10th present was yesterday delivered 
unto me as I sat at Board, and I understand that the 
other to my Lord-Greneral (whereof you favoured me 
with a copy) gives much discourse at Coiui;, and that 
with no advantage to your Lordship. It is observed 

* Clarendon, State Papeis^ iL IQi. 
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that it is contrary to all that your Lordship hath i64o. 
fonnerly writ, wherein you still judged England secure 
of the Scots this year. And that to believe so mighty 
an increase of number above what you foimerly men- 
tioned, and in truth can probably be really so, upon no 
more ground than from the bare relation of Gibb, a 
known Covenanter at heart, and that, too, not of his 
own view, but on the credit and report only of the 
Lord Haddington, is a little wondered at. 

"But above all, those who wish you not well, 
severely interpret to your prejudice that, upon so slight 
an advertisement, and from a person whom you had so 
little cause absolutely to trust in that business, you 
should so suddenly pronounce the town of Newcastle 
lost, and so early take into thought the quitting of the 
place. 

" Besides, we all believe it to be but a mere northern 
crack in regard we do not as yet understand anything 
from the Governor of Berwick contrary to what he had 
formerly written in that behalf, which we conceive we 
should certainly have 5one before this day if the Scots 
iad been suddenly increased twenty thousand men, as 
jibbs reports, it seems, to you. 

" Nevertheless, I have written to the Vice-President 
have all the trained bands in Yorkshire in a readi- 
less, and will to-morrow move that Colonel Goring 
nd another regiment of foot, with all the horse may 
istantly be directed to march up to you. Which all 
>gether with the trained bands of Durham and North- 
mberland, with the town itself, I should think would 
e sufficient to make good the place, till the rest of 
lie army march up to your relief. 
" But, for the love of Christ, think not so early of 
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It was therefore decided, that the King should march i64o. 
to York at the head of all the forces he could collect, 
and the 20th of August was appointed for his de- 
parture. On that eventful day, he published a procla- 
xnation of the usual kind. All the Scots who should 
^nter England in a hostile manner, and all who should 
laelp such Scots were declared traitors. Yet the King 
"would even at this hour forgive them if they would 
x^tuni. And he professed before God and the world, 
"that he never did and he never would hinder his sub- 
jects of Scotland from enjoying their religion and liber- 
ties according to the ecclesiastical, civil, and municipal 
Taws of their kingdom. And if they would yet acknow- 
ledge their former crimes and exorbitances, and in 
Imnble and submiss manner, like penitent delinquents, 
crave pardon for what was past, and yield obedience 
for the time to come, they should still find that his 
Msgesty would be more sensible of their due conformity 
and obedience than he had been of their rebellions, 
and he rather desired their reformation than their 
destruction.* 

On the same day, orders were sent to the Lieutenants 
of the counties of Cumberland and Westmoreland to 
keep strict watch on the Borders, to keep the beacons 
trimmed, and to search all the granaries on the Border, 
80 that no person might keep such a store as should 
benefit the enemy should they seize it. And as it was 
usual to put nearly two thousand cattle to pastuf e iu 
the summer with only a boy or two to watch them, it 
'Was now ordered that the owners of such cattle should 
send with them herdsmen enough to drive them from 
the enemy, should pillage be attempted. On this 20tli 

* BuahworUi, foL, iiL 1221. 
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T JiTirii?! 'ii^r^hn. £li; l^^y*^^ with the Earl of Straf- 
■ -ir-L mil iisi z^es to: irsxd his CoancO, set outfor 

Jn "fi'i 5*f*>BanK Sar. ^e TKignari of the Scotdi 
ir2i" :r.^5«-: -fitf T'V"^! azul entered England under 
"it r-cnniai'i re "i** ^ar x' Montrose. 

?7 ::i:«f i'r: :t AT;r25L :b* KTng amTed at Yak, 
^t:ri ^cc-amoo:!! "w^s Trafe that he himself was 
^Tsti "5: jt:*i lit* Tnar-tosjis against the enemy. But 
"i^ ia5?T--r n: fm?^ vk ;i KmioQ frMn the chief per- 
s.-n:j- ii "titf ."^inicj. rfSKrgr^-r their fonner complaintB, 
inc ix-ramir 'itii' iac&r ^ ^company his Majesty 
Tnrt:<^ 'f:iirK»!fa sij?" ra^y wk issued for the troops 

Zz*i TjX :c y :r:i3itt*r!azsd. General of the royal 
rr.-^ns >CiI .ra'fniTizr ^•: H! to traTel, the Earl of 
>vriii:ri it: I^fcrc^arr-OeoeraL who was far worse 
in it^jlti. is'if.'nie: i-e ciier cccrmand. 

Vy ::»: !*•£: :c Az^t^jc. the Scots had advanced 
-vtTjijr x«x- rr.'is :c y^'w^.'ssde, a!:ogether unchecked. 
lor.: Vc'V'iv Trj^i r«:Tr:rIes5w Tlie countrv refhsedto 
ic^iri;^ r:«;c»:v ?: tat ^^ inin-b^inds, or the regular 
:r:»;c5N JC-i :i*r n-ic: ici-eirselTes were rather glad of 
Tiinf ^\\:Mii^ :•: -•: * jlt r: s^t a: h'?Ee and snard their 
icr,-e:N :: ?f i> n~cri fr:ci trie protectors as from the 

S; ^>:v:In: jn frjde rji: he was scarcelv able to sit 
hii h'-^?:>^\ hit? n^rre^ ::::iTeri!ig with the internal torture 
or ih-e :•::,>?: ;vr::ii:>:::^ of his maladies^ his very eyesight 
ouiet*.: ;ir.i bl:::'.in:ri with the oppressive glare of the 
%hr. no one with any feeling of Jastice, much less of 
humanirv. wou^ f^ivire Lord Strafford harshlv at this 
moment. Ho might have followed the example of 
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Northumberland and saved himself not only from suf- i64o. 
fering, but from danger and responsibility, by claiming 
the privilege of his direftil sickness. Better, in every 
vay, had he done so. But he would not leave his 
iiiend in this extremity, cost what it might ; so long as 
he could totter to the front, there he would be found. 

He now addressed the people of Yorkshire in behalf 
i)f their King. But all his eloquence had vanished, 
even the force with which anger alone will sometimes 
chaise its words was gone. Weakness marked his 
q)eech. He told the people how they were bound to 
help his Majesty at their own proper cost now that the 
kingdom was invaded ; that it was little less than high 
treason in any man to reftise his aid ; that they were 
no better than beasts if they refused to attend the 
King, when his Majesty oflFered in person to lead them 
on. He warned them that it was a matter of prudence 
to prevent the Scots from advancing further, as if the 
enemy once tasted the sweetness of the land, he would 
hardly depart. If they would only do this service 
DOW, the King had promised him, that all demands on 
them should be lessened for the ftiture. 

On the same day, he wrote another letter to Lord 
Conway, bitterly complaining of his allowing the Scots 
to march so far. 

Unjust as the letter is, and without reference to his 
5wn former most inconsistent epistle, blaming Lord 
^onway for his alarm, still the opening sentence disr 
inns our justice, and compassion for the unhappy 
^ter in so sad a condition, compelled to perform the 
^ost onerous duties of another man in addition to his 
^wn, is the first sentiment awakened. Thus he begins. 

I purposed to have been moving towards you to- 
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morrow, but I am so very sick and weak as the King 
will not permit me to stir hence till Saturday at the 
soonest. Your Lordship will admit me to deal plamly 
with you. I find all men in this place extreme ill 
satisfied with the guiding of the horse, and publish it 
infinitely to your disadvantage, that having with you 
one thousand horse and five hundred foot, you shall 
sufier an enemy to march so long a way without a 
skirmish, nay, without once looking upon him. 

" And it imports you most extremely by some noble 
action to put yourself from under the weight of ill 
tongues. Your last letter then certified us that the I 
enemy is intended to pass the Tyne at Hexham. If 
so, I shall advise that you, with all the horse and at 
least eight hundred foot, and all the cannons you have, 
march opposite unto them on this side the river, and 
be sure whatever follow, fight with them upon the 
passage. Indeed you look ill about you, if you secure 
not the river. If there be a bridge at Hexham it must 
be broken down. 

" Dear my Lord, take the best men, and do some- 
thing worthy of yourself.'' * 

A sudden accession of bodily pain here stopped the 
hand of the writer ; to use his own language, " so furi- 
ously assaulted " him, that he was " not able to write 
a word more." 

How diflerent to his former lucid arrangements iot 
any purpose great or small, are these most vague and 
irritating orders ! Formerly, for a man to do something 
worthy himself was, in the eyes of Lord Strafford, to 
do something to advance the end in view. None ever 

* Straffoid Papers, voL ii. 
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thought less of empty glory, none were more minutely 1640. 
cautious in weighing intelligence ; yet now, he, soon 
after, added a postscript, desiring Lord Conway, who 
had 80 long been on the spot, who must have the best 
means of knowing the truth, to surrender his judgment 
to the word of a solitary spy, who had gone from York 
and returned with the news that the Scots cavalry 
was " not considerable," and their foot " at most but * 
20,000." 

Lord Conway became desperate on the receipt of 
Ais letter. Strafford was his commander, and as 
Conway truly said, though these words professed to 
be only advice, they were, in reality, a command for 
kirn to break his neck upon any disadvantage. 
An accident fortunately settled the question for him. 
The two armies were separated by the river Tyne, 
lAere, for a few hours, each watered their horses, and 
i^arded without disturbing each other. Suddenly an 
English soldier fired on a Scotch officer as he was 
leading his charger to the stream, and this proved the 
«gnal for a general engagement. The English troops, 
raw and cowardly as well as hopeless, very soon threw 
down their arms and ran away, and their commander, 
aller a vain attempt to rally them, was compelled to 
Sound a general retreat. The Scots soon crossed the 
i^^er, and very speedily convinced Lord Conway of 
the impracticability of holding Newcastle. 

At midnight, on the 28th of August, therefore, the 
Mrhole army marched to Durham, leaving the Scots in 
full possession of Newcastle. The King was at North- 
allerton, and Lord StraflFord at Darlington, twenty-six 
miles from Newcastle, when this fatal news reached 
tiem. At once, the King retreated to York, while 
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LUZ 0? THOMAS WESTWOBTH. 

T-a>. Lcri Scri^ri itaxc BkESsengeis to tLe army to ok 



ize ■T:ftr!?f ;m nllT scjcir scattered forces, and to k( 
^*3iL zi a ccdT-aia: i»iT.* Tliere was no reme< 
lie i^L zfn necKU. asni Hull appeared the bestpla 
He Zf. IT tiZt afcinhtei thai to aght with the misera 
nicuc. =:3H:aIjcii soUkfs, that were all Lord Con^ 
pi^&rSseL ^TL? -ict of the qnestion. Nothing could 
d.jce till the King's forces arrived, which he hoj 
wocdd number iOjlOO men. He woold use as mi 
£Ii^Do^ as poeable to provide bread, and £8,C 
were alrtaiiv to meet them at Topclifil Lord Con^ 
was to a&i^nre the soldiers that in a few days £80,C 
would arrive firc-m London, which would " give ev< 
man his own royally/' 

The promise of payment for provisions was also 
no means unnecessary. The Scots were so v< 
exact in these matters, that unless the King was eqiu 
punctual it was to be feared the disloyal peasa 
might preft^r selling for ready money to the enemj 
trustibg their sovereign for his purchases. 

Miserable was the condition of the coimtry in 
north. The coal mines of Newcastle, which emplo] 
ten thousand persons constantly, were utterly desert 
Of the four hundred ships that used to anchor in 
river not one was to be seen ; those that arrived at 
mouth taking immediately to flight, without a car 
on hearing the state of things. The shops were clos 
and many houses precipitately deserted, leaving all 
contents to the enemy. The city of Durham y 
almost depopulated, and a famine of bread ^ 
threatened, the King's army having devoured all 

* Rushworth, foL, part ii. voL ii p. 1240. 
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arch, while the country people were too terrified 1640. 
>Iy the market. Fear of the brutalities of the 
-oops was quite equal to fear of the Scots, 
the 2nd of September, the Lords of the Scots' 
mt drew up a petition to the King. They pro- 
theraselves unwilling to shed English blood, and 
reluctance, they said, they had given proof by 
ling their prisoners with meat and money, not- 
mding their own men who had strayed from 
larters had been massacred. In Newcastle, they 
id for all they consumed ; and now their sharp 
igs had forced them to enter England, where 
ved on their own means and provisions, injuring 
• property nor person, till they were compelled 
:e of aims to put down those who opposed their 
e. And they prayed his Majesty, at last, to 
3r their pressing grievances, and provide repara- 
r their wrongs and losses, and with the advice 
sirliament in England to settle a firm and durable 

this the King replied, on the 5th of September, 
s their petition was only in general terms, he 
i to know their special grievances. And for 
B consideration thereof, he had summoned the 
to meet him at York on the 24th, that with their 

he might answer the petition. He commanded 
cots to advance no farther with their army, 

forbearance would be a way towards that recon- 
)n of which none were more desirous than his 

ty. 

this the Scots replied : — " That the particulars 
contained in the conclusions of their last Parlia- 
already printed, and were briefly — 
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1G44I. had taken as he fonnd it, and so could not be responEoible 
for fonner actions. 

They were ahready a fortnight in arrear to Yorkshire 
for food. Between 19,000 and 20,000 foot, and be- 
tween twenty-two and twenty-three regiments of hoiae, 
in addition to the Scottish reformed officers' regiments, 
were in pay, which amounted to £60,000 a montli, 
and all this was short. If this army disbanded, with 
the enemy in such a position, the coimtry would be 
lost in two days, and the fire go to the farthest house 
in the street. No infamy named in history wonM 
equal the desertion of their men at such a crisis. Two 
hundred thousand pounds was the least they could 
subsist on till Parliament met. He did not wish to 
risk all by a battle ; he preferred to wear out the Scots 
by delay. 

The Earl of Berkshire next suggested to draw up a 
list of the chief towns, and to request contributions 
from them. But the Earl of Bristol said he feared this 
would fail ; the city of London was the place to look 
to, and if a Parliament were promised, he thought the 
money would be forthcoming. 

The Peers present then agreed they would all be 
security to London if she would advance the money, 
and it was settled to ask for £50,000, to be ready in a 
fortnight, £100,000 in a month after that, and £50,000 
a fortnight after that. It was thus settled : — 

By October 12 . . . £50,000. 

By November 15 . . . £100,000. 
By December 1 . . . £50,000. 

It was also settled that the King should summon a 
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irfiament, to meet by the 3rd of November, and that 1640. 
nmissioners from both Scots and English should 
€t at Ripon, there to discuss articles of pacification.* 
When this was signified to the Scots, they expressed 
ir delight, but stated a slight diflBculty. The treaty 
lid take up some time to settle ; and, during the 
pciations, how was their army to be maintained? 
less the King would supply them with the means, 
ras not in their power to stand still even for so 
d an object as a final peace. Their men and horses 
jt be fed. On being asked what sum would be 
lired for this, they replied that nothing less than 
),000 per month would suffice. 
)n receiving this answer, the King, with the light- 
j common to him, quietly passed it over and sent 
d to the Scots Commissioners to meet him at 
k, in preference to Ripon, as the latter was an un- 
thy place. 

tut the Scots were too waiy for him. They had no 
on of the most important preliminary being thus 
ed over, and sent back word that provision for the 
ntenance of their army was to precede the treaty. 
y had already stayed their march, in obedience to 
Majesty's command, when they might have been 
jev provided and have maintained themselves with- 
hurt to the English nation, simply by confinmg 
r demands to the papists and prelates, with their 
erents, and all other professed enemies, who, having 
ly been the cause of these troubles, might most 
ly be made to suffer for them. Such was the 
ncial policy of the Scots. 

* Hardwicke, State Papers. 



i 



290 THE LIFE OF THOMAS WEXTWOKTH. 

i€*\ Ani as to going to York at all, they said they 
coald not conceal firom themselves how dangerous that 
would be. It would be to surrender themselves to 
the armv there commanded by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, against whom, as the chief incendiary, they 
intended to complain. He had, in the Parliament of 
Ireland, proceeiied against them as rebels and trsdtors, 
and his commission was to subdue and destroy them, 
and he desired by all means and upon all occasions, 
the breaking up of the treaty of peace.* 

To these objections the Scots' Conmiissioners ad- 
hered so firmly, that the King was forced to yield and 
allow the treaty to be held at Ripon. There, a treatj 
was at last siirned bv the Commissioners on both adei 
for a cessation of arms till Parliament met, and iA 
King agreed to allow £850 a day for the Scotch amy 
meanwhile ; the monev to be levied on the northen 
counties. On hearing of the writs for a Parliameni 
the City of London accepted the security offered b; 
the Peers, and a^rreed to advance the £200,000 re 
quired. Yet, so complete was the distrust of ti< 
King's word, that on some delay occurring in tb 
writs for the Parliament, the lenders at once dreti 
back, the remittances were delayed in like manner, 
and onlv freelv tendered when the summonses to the 
members placed the matter beyond all doubt. 

As the 3rd of November drew nigh, it was debated 
among the Peers at York whether it would be wiser 
^or Lord Strafford to take his seat in the House of 

>rds, or remain at his post as Lieutenant-Greneral w 

- royal army in the north. 

The King most earnestly desired his presence id 

♦ Rushworth, 8vo, iii. 
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Parliament, as he should have great need of his 1640. 
semces there, and placed the utmost confidence in 
his ability and loyalty. 

But the Earl himself, worn out with toil and disease, 
shrank from new warfare and excitement. His friends 
in London had warned him that a storm was gathering, 
and that Laud and himself were already marked out for 
condemnation. 

"The King can do no wrong," was still to be the 
maxim, but it was a maxim fraught with terror for the 
King's ministers, and this Lord Strafiford clearly fore- 
saw. He was, also, too painfiiUy aware of the hatred of 
the Scots and their intention of charging upon him the 
provocation of the late war, as well as the present. 
And the old fire that once prompted him to seek out 
and voluntarily face his foe was grown wan and feeble 
now. 

He pleaded to the King that " he should not be able 

to do him any service in ParUament, but should rather 

be a means to hinder his affairs, in regard he foresaw, 

that the great envy and ill-will of the Parliament, and 

of the Scots would be bent against him.*^ 

" Whereas, if he kept out of sight, he would not be 
80 much in their mind as he should be by showing 
himself in ParUament. And if they should fall upon 
him, he, being at a distance, whatsoever they should 
conclude against him, he might the better avoid 
and retire from any danger, having the liberty of being 
out of their hands, and to go over to Ireland, or to 
some other place, where he might be most serviceable 
to his Majesty. But if he should put himself into theu- 
power, by coming up to the Parliament, it was evident 

* Hardwicke, State Papers, ii. 196. 
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is#\ that the Hc»iise of Commons and the Scots, with ail 
their party, especiallT being provoked by his coming 
amongst thenu wonid presently fall npon him and 
proseeme his destruction." * 

Bat the King over-ruled all these arguments, and 
laid his commands on Lord Strafford to join the Par- 
liament, assuring him at the same time, ^^ that as he 
was King of EIngland, he was able to secure him from 
any danger, and that the Parliament should not touch 
one hair of his head." 

To this, the Earl at once submitted, adding "that 
if there should feU out a difference between his Majesty 
and his Parliament, concerning himself, that it would 
be a great disturbance to his Majesty's affadrs, and that 
he had rather suffer himself than that the King's 
affidrs should in any measure suffer, by reason of his 
particular." 

The King was quite ready to accept the sacrifice, 
savinor that '' he could not want Lord Strafford's advice 
in the great transactions which were like to be in this 
Parliament." 

And thus the matter was settled The King took 
his departure for London in order to be present at the 
opening, and Lord Strafford remained in the north 
with the intention of following some time after. 

But, previous to tlie departure of Charles, one man 
before others was resolved to turn the present hour io 
good use. This was the Earl of St. Alban's. No\r 
was the time to get back his lands without a long law- 
suit If ever Strafford was to be had at disadvan- 
tage, it was now. Boldly, therefore, St Albany 

* Wliitelock's Memorials. 
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appealed to the King, and, to use his own expression, i64o. 
"Neither my resolution nor my memory failed me ^ 

to express what could be objected against such a 
person, by one so much injured as I conceived myself 
to be." And the debate had this conclusion : " I have 
recovered all my tenures and chiefryes, that were so 
much threatened to be taken from me, and the King 
will make good his former grant, and the Lieutenant 
did engage himself to obey it and to give direction for 
the despatch of it in Ireland. 

" Only it doth stick upon this point : he, under 
pretence of service to the King, would have Athleaf, a 
principal manor of mine in the county of Roscommon, 
and give me land for it to the fiill value, in the county 
of Galway. And the King (as I conceive), more out 
of compassion to him in this conflict than aay necessity 
of his service, requires my promise of this before he 
confirms his former order." * 

This demand St. Alban's justly refused, plainly 
seeing that if he admitted the King's right to compel 
in exchange of possessions in one thing, he must do 
BO in others, and Charles, in no condition to struggle, 
easily yielded the point. It showed how the tide had 
turned. 

* Haidwicke, State Papers, IL 205. 



CHAPTER Xn. 



>*•'- It was on tiie Srd of Xovember, 1640, that that 
^:T«at Fikrlii:u]i«Q.c. whose verr name is a sTnonjme for 
cii^ Ixb^rtv ot' £a:iHan»l met On that dar, the Long 
Pitrffimi^nti w;k^ opened br the King in person. But, 
azzird :he brtLLLmc a;$semblT of Lords and Commoiis 
that ikrvG^i dknxmd the King, to listen to his opening 
speech, the real monarch of England, the man to whom 
every esimest eye was turned in appeal, was by no 
mean;5i the ^:ri:eoiisIy robed occupant of the throne. 
The trtie Km.-r of Fndand at that hour was John 
P\Ttu and it was for his utterances that the members 
were so impatiently waiting. 

The speech of Charles so nearly resembled that of 
the previous April that it is not worth quoting, and 
the usual strinor of flatterv having been administered m 
reply, the House pax^eeded to business. 

The first week was consiuned in receiving tbc 
petitions for the removal of grievances that poured in 
from all quarters, brought by troops of horsemen to 
the door of the House of Commons. Among these 
petitions were many from Ireland. These were 
eagerly seized, rather as aflFording a valuable text, 
than firom any special desire to afford relief to the Irish. 
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On the 6th of November, therefore, it was moved by 164<). 

Pym:* 

"That in regard the complaints of the King^s 
gnbjects in Ireland were many, who had undergone 
great oppressions in that kingdom by mal-govemment 
there, and come to this ParUament for relief, they 
might be referred to a* Committee of the whole House 
for that purpose only, to be appointed." 

After some debate, the question was resolved in the 
affirmative, and the Committee appointed for next 
day. 

Immediately, the friends of Lord Strafford sent post 
haste to him to Yorkshire, to warn him of the danger 
to be apprehended from this Committee, and advised 
him to weigh well whether he should remain in safety 
in the north or brave his foes in Parliament. If he 
decided for the latter, they suggested that he might 
tarn the tables by being the first to impeach certain 
fiiembers whom he was able to accuse of inviting the 
Scots into England. 

On receiving this intelligence, he resolved to go at 

^Tx<^ to England and ** abide the test of Parliament." 

His friends in the north, more alarmed for him than 

for himself, anxiously protested against this step. 

ey told him that both the Scots and the Scoticizing 

:iiglish had resolved on his destruction, and that he 

ould do wisely to remain at his post, protected by his 

Hlnglish army, who had begun to show some affection 

T him, or retire to his Government in Ireland. It 

ight even be better still to go abroad for a while till 

• Xtashworth, folio, iv. 1, 
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i64<>. the storm was blown over. It would be no confessioo 
of guilt to flee from malicious foes, before whom inno* 
cence could avaU nothing, and he might then live to 
do his royal master better service abroad than in 
GouncU at Whitehall.* 

But he would not^be persuaded. He believed that 
he would produce good evidence against his enemies 
of having in\'ited the Scots, and thereby at one stroke 
expose them, and divert the blow from his own heai 
He, accordbgly, took post-horses for the capital, and, 
on the 10th of November, arrived in London. But, on 
the very next day, Pym rose in his seat in the House, 
and announcing that he had matters of the greatest 
importance to reveal, he requested that all strangers 
should be dismissed, the doors locked, and the keys 
laid on the table. This having been done, he pro- 
ceeded to address the assembly. 

Judging by the stem laws of abstract justice and 
truth, by the same standard by which Lord Strafford 
himself has been condemned, it is difficult not to re- 
gret many of Pym's expressions. That he firmly 
beUeved Lord Strafford to be a most dangerous and 
unscrupulous man, there is no doubt, any more than 
that he considered his death necessary to the safety of 
the country. But, that he believed in the eulogy he 
passed on the King is impossible. It was enough to 
state the real facts and the real perils as they appeared 
to his own mind, without stooping to oratorical arts 
to prejudice the minds of his hearers against the 
object of his condemnation. 

He began by lamenting the miserable state and 

• Buahworth, foL, iv. 2. 
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condition of the kingdom, and drew a powerful picture i64o. 
of the misgovemment of late years, which, notwith- 
standing the words of Lord Clarendon, it was scarcely 
possible to exaggerate. The laws of the land, he 
said, were now no more considered, but subjected to 
the arbitrary power of the Privy Council, which 
governed the kingdom according to their will and 
pleasure, and " these calamities were falling in Hie reign 
of a pious and virtuous King^ who loved his people 
and teas a great lover of justice.'' 

It was certainly out of no respect for Charles that 
Pym paid this compliment to him, but from hatred to 
Lord Strafford, who could only be made a perfect scape- 
goat by this absolution of the King. 

The speaker then said, they must inquire from 
what fountain these waters of bitterness flowed ; what 
persons they were who had so far insinuated them- 
8el?es into his royal affections, as to be able to pervert 
his excellent judgment, to abuse his name, and wickedly 
to apply his authority to countenance and support 
tbeir own corrupt designs. Though he doubted there 
would be many found of this class, who had contri- 
buted their joint endeavours to briug this misery upon 
4e nation, yet he believed there was one more signal 
in that administration than the rest, being a man of 
great parts and contrivance, and of great industry to 
'►bring what he designed to pass ; a man who in the 
memory of many present had sate in that house an 
earnest vindicator of the laws, and a most zealous 
asserter and champion for the liberties of the people ; but 
long since turned apostate from those good affections, 
and according to the custom and nature of apostates, 
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jcrtionable to the disease, and to prevent the farther i64o. 
nischiefs they were to expect from the continuance of 
his great man's power and credit with the King, and 
lis influence upon his counsels.* 

When Pym had ceased, the subject was caught up 
>j other members, and hours were consumed in " bitter 
aveighing, and ripping up the course of the Earl of 
itrafFord's life before his coming to court, and his 
^Jtions after/' Not a single friendly voice is recorded 
s uttering one word in his defence, not an isolated 
Qemory recalled a thought of the undoubted benefits 
le had conferred on Ireland, no merciful excuse 
nggested itself by the recollection of his tremendous 
lifficulties, or the obstacles presented by his miserable 
lealth. 

The abrupt dissolution of the last Parliament had 
eft its members in a sullen and suppressed rage, 
fhich now burst forth on one devoted head. The 
Tetched sophistry still maintained that "the King 
in do no wrong," for the present, diverted the storm 
)m the head of the King to fall with multipHed force 

those of his greatest supporters. 
To all earthly things there is a limit, and among 

bars to the patience of an oppressed people. The 

ose name had been associated in evil report with that of Lord 
■aflfoid. 

Lady Carlisle was one of the most intellectual and fascinating women 
her day. The delight with which the great men of her acquaintance 
iened to her conversation, and, therefore, sought her society, had the 
quent effect in such cases of awakening the poisonous tongues of her 
:Virior8. 

But she has rendered herself immortal in English history by the 
nely warning she gave to the five members of their intended arrest by 
larles L 

♦ Clarendon, Hist. Rebel., voL L 
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iw*. serriliry ..»f the jndges in deciding in favour of 
the King witb. regard to ship-money, had roused flic 
nadoQ more than the tax itsel£ And very justly. The 
EnglLsh priJel themselves on their obedience to the 
law. That all most'nphold. The King himself owed 
allegiance to it, and years of care and thought had 
been expended in the endeavour to make it the shield 
of liberty. Bat by the decision against Hampden, it 
had been perverted to the service of tyranny to which 
the nation must submit, or disobey the power for whidi 
it felt such reverence. And, too, things would not stop 
here. 

Men who could wrest the meaning of the law to 
the defence of ship-money could interpret it to mean 
anything, to support anything. To have enforced the 
ship-money in the face of a legal decision against him, 
would have been a safer step for Charles than to claim 
it under such protection. There was something in- 
expressibly galling in the treachery of the Bench. Anc 
in this harassing predicament, with anarchy on ow 
side and t}Tamiy on the other, when every help wai 
needed to steer safely between these terrible altera* 
tives, it was wildly exasperating to see one of th 
clearest and most powerful intellects in the countr 
throwing all its weight into the wrong scale. The ver 
consciousness of all that he might have been to them 
of the difficulties from which he might have sav© 
them, had he remained their friend, embittered hi 
countrymen as much as the positive injuries he ha 
inflicted. 

It was a great misfortune, too, for Lord Straffor 
that his long residence in Ireland, and the circumstam 
of her shores being the scene of his energies, he hi 
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) witness in liis own country of the redeeming i64o 
laKties he possessed. The safety he had gained for 
; George's Channel, it is true, was a great benefit to 
e western coast. But this chiefly affected Ireland, 
id the number of pirates that still infested the 
nthem shores, and the pitifiil tales that reached 
me from English slaves abroad much more than 
•vered this. The wonderful improvement in the 
ish army was an object not of praise, but hatred and 
alousy, from the belief that this army was not for, 
it against England. In short, when the rancour 
jsdnst an individual has reached the height of that 
jamst Lord Strafford at this moment, whether it be 
ell or ill founded, his virtues avail him nothing, and 
:e looked upon, if at all considered, merely as 
bstacles in the way of justice that are to be swept 
dde with contempt. 

The time had so far been consumed less in debate 
lan in the utterance of the charges to which every 
Qemy had some contribution to make, when a message 
nrived from the House of Lords requesting a con- 
Jrence with the Commons that afternoon, in the 
*amted Chamber, at three o'clock, in order to decide 
n various points connected with the Scots treaty.* 
Vo judges were the messengers. 

But the Commons were not to be disturbed, and 
ccordingly an answer was returned by the same 
Qvoys : " that at this time they were in agitation of 
ery weighty and important affairs, and therefore they 
id doubt they should not be ready to give them a 
leeting that afternoon, as the Lords desired. But as 

* Bushworth, foL, iv. 3. 



A suggestion was indeed offered by Lord 1 
to whether it might not be better first to j 
charges against him systematically, and 
when all was ready, to send up their ac 
the Lords, f But Pym objected, bluntly de< 
such a delay might probably blast all t 

• and put it out of their power to proc< 

than they had done already. He warned 
Lord Strafford's power and credit with 
and with all those who had most credi 
King or Queen, were so great, that if he 

; what was preparing against him, he wou 

to procure a dissolution of Parliament, a 
himself rather than undergo its justice, or 

, other means, even at the hazard of the 

I ruin, for his own preservation, if only he 

I notice. 

But if they impeached him at once, the L 
be compelled to imprison him to await hi 
thus he would be kept both from counsel an 
King. When once they had thus secured 1 
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Mr. Pym. Sir John Clotworthy. 164o. 

Mr. Stroud. Sir Walter Earle. ' 

Mr. St. John. Mr. Hampden. 
Lord Digby. 

The seven next proceeded to a committee room to 
prepare their address, and having agreed on this, they 
returned with it to the House. 



CHAPTEB Xm 



ir iTK ct iri$ same 11th rf November, that the 
C:ci^TD* vtre 5»? tefcely del<atiiig, within locked 
o:«.t:s. :c a 5c"c/«rirt cLarged with such momentous 
iLTcTftsc izc \s=:std ;iiai Ijoid Strafford, wearied with 
Li^ jic^ y.rizzrtj C-: iLe f-reTioas dar, had remamed in- 
•SxiTi all ii-e f:recc*xi. in order to recruit his exhausted 
frLn-r. r^frct rcierinz Qp^*^ ^^ ^^^ labours that he 
*re3r^ei airahei him. Bt three o'clock in the after- 
L-rcc br >rh s^iScSriiily revived to go to the House of 
L:ris, ani see wba: was passing there,* 

W:i rxrii ix'^siet^s he advanced towards the door, 
wi^T^r ir ir^sraniiv called for admittance. It was 

m 

cr^enei cy ^Tarries Alaxwell, Keeper of the Black Eod, 
c- wiich L:ri Strafford, his countenance darkened 
w::}: mere ihan i:s usual gloom, advanced towards his 
rlace. But before he could take his seat, a sudden 
^vnoocrse of voices, whose tones of authority carried 
the power to enforce in their accents, bade him quit 
the House.t Bewildered with this unwonted reception, 
he attempted to remonstrate. But in louder utterance 
followed the stern conmiand, bidding him be silent and 



« CUrendon 8 Hist BebeL, i 246. 
f B&fllie's Letten and Jouinals, i 217 
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obey. In company with Maxwell, he retured to an 1640. 
ante-chamber, whence, after a short interval, he was 
summoned to the presence^ of his peers. And not of 
his peers alone. At the bar of the House stood Pym, 
with three hundred of the Commons at his back, every 
one of whom was a foe fo Strafford, and pledged to 
his destruction. Again the voice of command was 
heard. Before the majesty of the people of England 

Lord Strafford was ordered to kneel, and hear the 

charge against him. 
Then Pym, standing in front of all the train of 

representatives, in a loud and clear voice, spoke as 

follows : — 

"My Lords, 

"The knights, citizens, and burgesses now as- 
«emhled in the Commons House of Parliament have 
received information of divers traitorous designs and 
/Jractices of a great peer of this House, and by virtue 
of a command from them, I do here, in the name of 
^the Commons of England, impeach Thomas, Earl 
of Strafford, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, of High 
Treason. And they have commanded me further to 
desire your lordships that he may be sequestered from 
the Parliament, and forthwith committed to prison. 
Tliey further command me to let you know that they 
^1, within a very few days, resort to your lordships, 
with the particular articles and ground of this accusa- 
tion." «» 

A sUght discussion then followed among the peers, 
whether the earl should be imprisoned on a general 
charge alone, before any specific act was named. It 

* Journal of the House of LordB. 
vou n. X 
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leja ^™^ decided in tlie affirmative, and the Lord Keeper, | 

turning to Strafford, who received the anDouncement j 

Ktill kneeling, thus addressed Him : — 

" My Lord of Strafford, — The whole House of Com- 
mons, in their own name, and in the name of the whole 
Commons of England, have this day accused your 
lordship to the lords of the higher House of Parliament i 
of High Treason. The articles they will in a few days ' 
produce. In the meantime, they have desired of my 
lords, and my lords have accordingly resolved that 
your lordship shall he committed into safe custody to 
the gentleman usher, and be sequestered from the 
House, till your lordship shall clear yourself of the ' 
accusations that shall be laid against you." 

Then Lord Strafford arose, and, in charge of the 
Usher of the Black Rod, quitted the chamber of the ] 
peers. Arrived in the ante-room, Maxwell demanded 
his sword, bidding him surrender it as a prisoner. The i 
earl at once unbuckled the sword — his badge of honour J 
and freedom- — and placed it in the hands of the usher, 
who, with a loud voice, called his man to carry my 
Lord Lieutenant's sword. 

The coach that had brought Lord Strafford from his 
house was still waiting outside, and the illustrious 
prisoner, not yet able to realise all the circumstances 
of his present changed condition, called his coachman 
to drive up ; but Maxwell interposed, and said, " Your 
lordship is my prisoner, and you must enter my coach." 
As they made their way to Maxwell's coach, the crowd, 
attracted by the unusual excitement, demanded what 
was the matter. 

" A small matter, I warrant you," replied Strafford, 
contemptuously. I 
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" Yes," was the reply, from some who knew more ; i64o. 
" yes, indeed, High Treason is a small matter."** 

Then the horses' heads turned, and before an horn* 
was over the Earl of Strafford was a prisoner in the 
house of the usher. 

His first act on his arrival was to write to his wife 
IS follows : — 

" Sweet Heart, 

" You have heard before this what hath befallen me 
in this place, but be you confident that if fortune is to 
be blamed, yet I will not, by God's help, be ashamed. 
Your carriage upon this misfortune I should advise to 
be calm, not seeming to be neglective of my trouble, 
and yet so as there may appear no dejection, in you. 
Continue on the family as formerly, and make much of 
your children. 

" Tell Will, Nan, and Arabella I will write to them 
by the next. In the meantime I shall pray for them 
to God, that he may bless them, and for their sakes 
deliver me out of the furious malice of my enemies, 
which yet, I trust, through the goodness of God, shall 
do me no hurt. 

" God have us all in his blessed keeping. 

" Your very loving Husband, 

" Strafford, "f 

He was soon after transfen-ed to the Tower, where, 
at first, his fi:iends were freely permitted to visit him ; 

♦ Baillie's Letters, voL i., new edit., p. 273. 
t Biographia Britannica, voL vii. Art. Wentworth. 
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IM\ T^^ier^ alsx aco^rdmg to castom, lie was allowed at lii 
own expanse to ftimfeh his room as he pleased, and U 
walk ab«?at the precincts of the fortress under guari 
Bat thb lasteii cohr a few dav& His accusers 
perhap? tearing his e5c^)e, sent orders to Sir WiUiain 
Balftwir. GoTemor of the Tower, to restrain his liberty 
tu three roomsy and to allow none to visit him without 
!^iec£al Bcense of Parfiament. 

Meanwhile, orders were issued to open all the ports 
between England and Ireland which had been closed 
on account 4?f the Scottish war, and all who had any 
OTevance to complain of were to come forward and 
state it. 

A committee was also formed to receive all petitions, 
complaints^ Jte., against Strafford, with power to de- 
mand any papers of any kind necessary for his trial. 

And as Sir GeiKse Radcliffe was weU known to hare 
been hb right-hand man in Ireland, and as his testi- 
mony might tell powerftiUy in the Earl's favour, it was 
decided to incapacitate him as a witness by sending foi 
and impeaching him also of the same crime. This has 
been stvled '*a master-stroke of Pvm." So it may 
have been, in one sense ; but if, as asserted, it was 
made to deprive Strafford of a just benefit of evidence, 
not on account of Radcliffe's own guilt, it is not possible 
to denounce it too stronsrlv. 

The invitation to bring in grievances was most 
heartily accepted on all sides. Not only were real 
wrongs brought forward, but every pretext that could 
swell the charge, even the benefits conferred, were 
now perverted and dressed up as injuries. The verf 
men who had succeeded in deceiving the prisoner by 
their specious praise and affected gratitude butafe^ 
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months before, now threw off the mask in the most 1640 
shameless manner. Foremost in this was the Irish 
ParKament. No sooner had this precious assembly — 
the very same that had voted the subsidies and sent 
the loyal address against the Scots — ^heard of the fall 
of the Lord Lieutenant they had described as the 
blessing of their country, than they hastened to draw 
up a paper full of the most bitter complaints, in direct 
contradiction of their former address. They declared 
their trading was destroyed, their industry disheartened, 
new and unlawful impositions were imposed, and cases 
decided arbitrarily at the Council table, " where," said 
these loyal Irish, " no writ of eiTor can lie, and the 
King loseth a fine upon the original writ thereby." 
Certainly, to charge Strafford with neglect of the King's 
fines was somewhat unexpected. 

Then they complained of the monopoly of tobacco, 
the destruction of the plantation of Londonderry, the 
exorbitant power of the High Commission, the prohi- 
hition to leave Ireland without license, and that, not- 
withstanding the many subsidies given, the King was 
still in debt ! ^ 

This curious mixture was styled " The Irish Remon- 
strance," and placed in the hands of the committee of 
evidence against Strafibrd. 

A committee of the House of Lords was then 
formed to answer to that in the Commons, both meeting 
from time to time to consider the mass of matter that 
poured in. 

The impeachment of Strafford was to be no isolated 
^ct, but the first of a new series of measures resolved 

♦ Rushworth, fol., vol. iv., p. 7, ed. 1720. 
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other hurt which can be done me. Therefore, hold up 1640. 
jour heart, look to the children and your house, let me "" 

bye your prayers, and at last, by God's good pleasure, 
we shall have our deliverance, when we may as little 
look for it as we did for this blow of misfortune, which 
I trust will make us better to God and man. 

" Your loving Husband, 

" Strafford." 

On the 9th of December, Sir George Radclifife 
arrived fi-om Ireland, and was at once committed to 
the same close imprisonment in the Gate House, and 
orders given that all letters directed to him should be 
opened by the committee for Strafford's trial. 

But yet another and equally important fi-iend of the 
Lord Lieutenant would in all probability have been 
added to the number of prisoners but for a strange and 
most pathetic hindrance. This was Sir Christopher 
Wandesforde, whom Strafford had appointed his Deputy 
Lieutenant in Ireland during his absence. 

But when Wandesforde heard of the calamity that 
had befallen his dearly beloved friend and master, he 
fainted. Unable to conquer his true and terrible fore- 
bodings, he sank beneath the agony of his despair and 
died the day after.* 

When the sad intelligence was conveyed to Strafford, 
he could not restrain his tears — tears that must yet 
have had a mournful sweetness mingled with their 
grief at the thought of such fidelity. 

''^ " So Boon as the Deputie saw the articles of the Lower House, and 
heard of the Lieutenant's taking to the barre, he s(w)ounded and to- 
monow died.'' — Baillie, 1 282. 
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IML Oz, zbz o»"^i •:-: Jazmarr, 1&41, Lord Strafford was 
" ^r^^-r^i :•: "ie H*:«Qse c-f Lords to hear the articles 

U-'i-er a griari of miZ2*)iieteers he entered his barge, 
acri c^zL^ al-:c^ the river from the Tower to West- 
zzjLszez. A: zbr tar of the House he knelt, but was 
:.>Ii to rijnr ani le seatoi during the reading of the 
charge. A; nrst it had been comprised in nme articles, 
hoi since the drst ensrc^ssment so many new accnsa- 
;i >n5 Lad t^ren Lia»le, that it had now reached the 
acml-er of rwenry-eight articles, fiUing two hundred 
sheets of p^F<-r. and taking three hours to read. 

AiNlien the ckrk had finished, the defendant asked 
for a month to give his answer — surely not too long 
a time tor a maner so momentous, and not so long as 
his acca^ers bad re»juireil to make the charge. Bat 
the retjnesr was p»romptly refused, and the present day 
bein^ Saturdav, he was oniv allowed till the follow- 
ing ^londay to prepare his reply. 

But Monday tound him prostrate under an attack 
of the gout, which rendered it absolutely impossible 
for him to go to Westminster, as ordered. The fol- 
lowing Wednesday fonnight was therefore appointed 
instead for him to give his response, either in writing 
or bv word of mouth. 

DurincT this time he a^rain wrote to Ladv Strafford, 
as follows : — 

" Sweet Heabt, 

" It is lonor since I writ imto vou, for I am here in such 
a trouble as gives me little or no respite. The charge is 
now come in, and I am now able, I praise God,to tell yofl 
that I conceive there is nothing capital ; and for the rest, 
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1 know, at the worst, his Majesty will pardon all, i64i. 
without hurting my fortune ; and then we shall be 
happy by God's grace. Therefore comfort yourself, 
for I trust these clouds will away, and that we shall 
have feir weather afterwards. Farewell. 

" Your loving Husband, 

" Strafford." 

While Strafford was preparing his replies, Parlia-r 
ment rapidly proceeded on the path of reform. Peace 
was made with Scotland on terms most gratifying to 
the Scots; and if to cease the attempt at injustice 
towards another, and make the best recompense that 
'"emains for injustice already inflicted, be noble and 
ifave, then the English had no reason to be ashamed 
<>f their concessions. They, not the Scots, had been 
^^ the wrong, and when all books, libels, and pro- 
^^'amations against the Scots were ordered to be called 
^^ and a recompense for losses incurred in the war 
^^^as voted to the amount of £300,000, and styled 
5t fit proportion for a friendly assistance and relief 
^^Mrards the losses and necessities of our brethren of 
^^^<iotland," and the Scots not only thanked the Par- 
^^^►xnent for the money, but for calling them brethren ; 
^ti^n hearty thanksgivings were offered in the churches. 
^Vxid when, also, the bill passed both Houses, and was 
'^^a.tifiedby the King, making it compulsory to summon 
^ Parliament never at longer intervals than every 
tVrree years, then were the people " exceeding joyful," 
Aighting bonfires at night, and ringing the bells by 
daj in honour of this new barrier against despotism. 
The Parliament seemed the very herald of hope to 



514 THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWORTH. 

1641. all the oppressed. In their distant dungeons tlie 
brave Puritan ministers heard of it, and succeeded m 
forwarding their petitions. 

Bastwick was the first to experience its power. 
His sentence was declared illegal, his fine revoked; 
he was set at liberty, and Laud, now by the most 
tremendous reverse of fortune, a prisoner instead, 
was ordered to make a recompense to Bastwick for 
all the losses he had caused him, and the pains in- 
flicted by his wicked and unjust triaL 

Such was the work that was progressing outside the 
Tower, whilst Lord Strafford was painfully preparing 
his replies to the articles against him. By the 24th 
of Februar}' they were ready, and sent in writing to 
the House of Lords, where they were read aloud. 

Reduced to their barest forms, the crimes brought 
against Lord Strafford may be summed up under nine 
heads. 

1. Obtaining and using illegal authority in general 
acts of government. 

2. Uttering treasonable words. 

3. Committing special acts of illegal tyranny against 
individuals. 

4. Making illegal pecuniary gains. 

5. Showing illegal favour to the Roman Catholics. 

6. Giving illegal counsel to the King. 

7. Secretly trying to kindle war between Scotland 
and England. 

8. Raising an army in Ireland nominally to figh* 
the Scots, but secretly to crush the English, and enable 
the King to rule without his Parliament, and subvert 
the laws. 

9. Neglect of his duty. 
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How far the earl was guilty of these charges, the i04i. 
reader of the preceding pages will be able to judge for "" 
himself. For though the necessity of legal forms 
compelled his accusers to embody their charge under 
certain definite heads, it was really not for this or that 
article that he was called to answer, but for his whole 
political life, for his general influence and its results. 
For good or evil he was a tremendous power in the 
country, and how he had used that power was now to 
be called in question. If ill, could this be proved to 
such an extent as to be called High Treason ? 

This object of the whole charge he at first failed to 
realise when he examined the details, and spoke hope- 
fully of the result — as, indeed, looking at it from his 
own point of view, he was justified in doing. For 
nothing can be more manifest than the puerility of 
many, the glaring injustice of some, and the vagueness 
and looseness of others of the articles. Take, for in- 
stance, the words he was reported to have uttered, 
and especially his speech about the Irish troops.* If 
a man in his position, the governor of a kingdom and 
commander-in-chief of an army, could not praise his 
men for their loyalty in the highest terms without such 
praise being inserted among a list of high treasonable 
articles, then one of his very worst deeds, the imprison- 
ment of Mountnorris, became almost justified by so 
stem a law. Again, who could dream of danger in the 
expression, " a conquered nation," as applied to Ire- 
land ? Nothing but the desire of using it as a tool 
of mischief against the speaker could have dwelt on 

♦ That Id March, 1640, he had declared " that his Majesty was so 
weU pleased with the army in Ireland, and the consequences thereof, 
that his Majesty would certainly make the same a pattern for aU his 
three kingdoms."— Abtiole 17. 
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:-UL 5CC11 jk pciruc?e tc-r a moment. It was certainly out of 
~ no love r: InrLacd that it was caught up, as was shown 

a Iirile liirer by the accusation of leniency towards the 
KoniAn. Ca:iiolios of that kingdom. It will hardly be 
aptimincd :ruit the rights of Ireland were more recog- 
iii:?ei in 1641 tnan in the present day, yet one of the 
mv^t ^:ee--<^foken and liberal-minded of modern writers^ 
the bi;s:orian of Greece, curiously enough, is found to 
utter the very same expression with regard to Ireland 
that has told so hardly against Lord Strafford.* 

Oa the 15th of March, Whitelock was sent up to 
the House of Lords with this message : — " That the 
House of Commons have considered the Earl of Straf- 
forvKs answer, and do aver their charge of High Treason 
against him, and that he is guilty in such manner and 
form as he stands accused and impeached, and that this 
House will be ready to prove their charge against him 
at such convenient time as their lordships shall prefix." 
The 2f nd of March was then agreed on to open the 
trial, exactly a week hence. A slight alteration \?as, 
at the siune time, made in the committee for the ma- 
uagemont of the trial, in order to introduce the Crown 
lawvers, ilaMiaul and Earle, and the committee was 
now as follows : — 

Lord Digby. Sir Walter Earle, Knt 

John Hampden, Esq. Jeffrey Palmer, Esq. 

John Pym, Esq. John Maynard, Esq. 

Oliver St. John, Esq. John Glyn, Esq. 

♦ " Few ever laboured more strenuously to enforce an indulges' 
course upon the Government on all matters l>earing upon the sist^ 
kingdom than the member for London, in bygone days. Yet he vonM 
own — not, however, without a mournful tone and manner, in 1870— tb» 
* I have arrived at the conviction that it will never be possible to govern 
Ireland otherwise than as a conqxiered country ! " — Personal Lifb of 
George Grote, p. 313. 
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It was decreed that no counsel should be allowed i64i. 
the defendant in matters of fact, but in matters of law 
le was to have that assistance, the Lords reserving to 
themselves the power of deciding which were matters 
of fact and which matters of law.* 

Witnesses were allowed the prisoner, but the war- 
rants to summon them were only granted three days 
before the trial. And that he might have full liberty 
to defend himself, the King released him from his oath 
of secrecy as a Privy Councillor. 

Westminster Hall was appointed for the place of 
trial, and orders were given to fit it up expressly for 
the occasion, and worthily to contain all the most illus- 
trious representatives of the three kingdoms.f 

* Rushworth, fol., iv., 34. 

t The trial of Warren Hastings was a mere imitation of that of 
loid Strafford. The dresses of the time of Qeorge III., as weU as the 
insignificant figure of EEastings, must have rendered it something like a 
caricature of its great prototype. 
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Only one most important body was absent. That 
was of the bishops. To their high honour, they, with 
CHie accorvl, declined to be present at a cause in which 
they might be called upon to vote for the deliberate 
and violent death of a fellow creature, but took ad- 
vantage of the provision in the canon law that released 
them from attendance on a criminal matter. A 
sad pity they had not always felt these scruples in 
Star Chamber proceedings! By eight o'clock the 
last preparations were completed, all the officers 
in their places, and the prisoner was called to the 
bar. 

Theiu his guards doubled to the number of two 
hundred of the train-bands, armed with muskets and 
hallvrvls, the Earl of Strafford entered the hall, and 
with slow and stately step walked up to the bar, and 
having saluteil the House with lowly and solemn rever- 
ence, he arv^se from his knees, and standing at the bar 
in silence, awaited the charge. 

Never was the majesty of the mind more triumphant 
in its pv^wer of outward expression than in Lord Straf- 
forvl at this moment. Dressed in deep mourning, with 
no other sign of his rank than his Gteorge, which he 
wore susjH>nded by a gold chain, " his countenance 
manly black,'* as Whitelock words it, and pale and 
worn with sickness and suffering, his tall figure bowed 
frvnu the same cause, still in the august expression the 
soul reignevl supreme. Fallen from his high estate, 
and with three kingdoms for his enemies, there was 
not one of all that great assembly at that moment that 
was not enchained by his personal presence, and felt 
srazins: on a true king of men. 

A poet who was present exclaimed : 
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^ On thy brow 1641. 

Sate Terror throned with Wisdom. And, at once, 

Saturn and Heimes in thy countenance."* 

The rejection of his answers had fully awakened 
lim to his real position ; and the moumfiil and solemn 
dignity, that was his present most striking feature, was . 
simply the natural expression of a nature, that in its 
worst faults could never stoop to disguise. 

After a short involuntary pause, the Earl of Arundel 
and Surrey, Lord High Steward of England, addressed 
him as follows : 

" Your lordship is called here this day, before the 
Lords in Parliament, to answer to, and to be tried 
upon the impeachment presented to them by the 
Commons House of ParUament, in the name of them- 
adves and all the Commons of England. And that 
their Lordships are resolved to hear both the accusation 
and defence with all equity. And, therefore, think fit, 
in the first place, that your lordship should hear the 
impeachment of High Treason read." 

As Lord Arundel finished, he probably noted the 
btense weariness of sickness visible in Lord Strafford, 
for at this moment, what had not been previously 
provided for the prisoner, viz., a chair, was brought in 
by the gentleman usher, and by command of the Lords 
the earl was allowed to be seated. 

Then the whole charge, with the defendant's answers, 
^as delivered by Pym, as speaker of the Committee, 
to the clerk of the House to read ; and this being done, 
tenninated the proceedings for the day. 

It was on the second day that the trial commenced 
^ earnest. For then it was that Pym arose, and with 

* Forstei's British Statesmen, i. 

VOL. II. T 
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1641* eloquence unprecedented within those walk, — eloquc 
noble, and yet with all its grandeur, miserable to foil 
because, launched against the life of a countrymai 
becomes painful in its very power over one so fa 
and so great — opened the case. 

Pym then ran over the articles of the charge, \ 
the answers of the prisoner. 

That the members of the Committee were perfe 
convinced of the guilt of Strafford as a traitor to the hi 
ties of the country cannot be doubted. That his wl 
array of talents would be used to destroy those liberl 
they firmly believed. That nothing but his death coi 
relieve England from this fearful danger, and th 
therefore, it was their solemn duty to compass i 
death, was as much an act of conscience with them 
to die themselves in behalf of their country, must 
fully granted. But, at the same time, we must be 
our guard, lest our admiration of their persoi 
characters, their spotless lives, their great abilities a 
overpowering eloquence, blind us to that high standi 
of justice, which is the right of the worst criminal ^ 
ever stood at the bar. And judging them by this, ' 
very measure they applied to Lord Strafford, thei 
is not possible to acquit the Committee of using un] 
means to obtain the condemnation of the prisoner. 

As the trial lasted fifteen days, and occupies a th 
folio volume, it is, of course, impossible to give the 
details in the present account. They lie open in 
pages of Rushworth, to all who are willing to pay 
price of the thought and labour necessary to mas 
the daily items and form their opinion from the origi 
reports. 

Not content with insisting on the articles formj 
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deUvered, and with all the power and privilege of special i64i. 

rpleaders against the prisoner, bringing forward every 

argument to prove and magnify his guilt, the members of 

the Committee did not hesitate to advance the most 

contemptible slanders forged by the lowest enemies of 

Strafford, and which would bear neither investigation 

nor proof. The real benefits that he had conferred on 

Ireland were either denied or distorted into injuries ; 

\ and he was painted as a monster incapable of a single 

' good deed or intention. The old miserable sophistry 

Pihat the King can do no wrong, afforded an ample 

I opportunity of loading Strafford with every crime of 

the King, and if it was found impossible to deny the 

introduction of any improvement, then this was at 

once not only transferred to the credit of the King, 

but the real author was accused of robbing his Majesty 

of the just praise due to him. 

And the more deeply is this to be regretted, seeing 
that the real crime of which the prisoner was accused, 
had been so sharply defined and passed by vote in the 
House of Commons, viz. : 

"That the Earl of Strafford had endeavoured to 
subvert the ancient and fundamental laws of the 
realm, and to introduce arbitrary and tyrannical go- 
vernment." To this, the accusers had to return at last, 
having gained nothing by their unfortunate divergence 
but sympathy for the prisoner, and a reaction in his 
&vour among the spectators of the trial, which made 
his accusers tremble for his escape. And this, in their 
eyes, was death to the fireedom of the country. 

But, also, it was the misfortune of Strafford, that 
in addition to lack of scrupulous justice towards him, 
the Committee really believed him guilty of much, for 
which he was not only not answerable, but had opposed. 

Y 2 
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1641. For instance, the war with Scotland was laid far m( 
to his charge than to that of Laud, who was n 
the guilty party. But firom nothing was Strafford mc 
free than from religious bigotry and persecution, 
war with Scotland was undertaken without his advie 
and against his judgment. His error in that mat 
was precisely of the same nature as nearly all 
other mistakes, viz., it sprang from his blind belief 
the duty of obedience to the King. He would nei 
have counselled the imposition of the Liturgy on 
Scots, but if the King insisted on it, then the Sc 
were bound to obey. And if both sides held out, 
as a loyal subject was forced to support the Buf j 
The mistake of the Commons lay in the firm belirf| 
that he was the first cause and instigator of what in 
very truth, he only submitted to as an obedient pro- 
fessor and consistent follower of the doctrine of the 
Right Divine of Kings. Tliat the King can do bo 
wrong was a reality to Strafford. And it is difiScultto 
see why he should be deemed criminal, for obeying 
the King's orders in gathering troops, &c., for the 
Scotch campaign, unless all other men who had 
marched against the Scots were considered equally 
guilty. Sir Henry Vane, the Earl of Northumberland, 
Lord Conway, Willoughby, Wilmot, &c., had all been 
active in the same cause, and nothing but illness had 
saved Northumberland from being in the very place of 
Strafford as commander against the Scots. 

Yet amongst the articles most heavily dwelt upon 
was that of his being an incendiary against the 
Scots. 

At the same time that these unfair and distorted 
charges were brought against him, some of his veiy 
worst deeds, and those completely in defiance of few 
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IS well as justice, were passed over with very slight 164l 
notice. Such, for instance, as the imprisonment of the 
jury of Galway, and the prohibition of the wool trade. 

These remarks are offered with no view of defend- 
ing StraflTord, or of reproaching the great men who 
levelled his power with the dust. They are submitted 
to show the necessity of a careful scrutiny of both 
sides, before passing the too common judgment that 
wholly condemns one and gives unmingled praise to 
the other. For it was this negligence of the abstract 
principles of justice that rendered the trial a failure 
and its results a disappointment. By blaming him 
where he was not guilty, and leaving his worse deeds 
almost unnoticed, the great lesson of retributive justice 
itt those minor details which affect the verv humblest 
king was lost. 

That he had been willing to do his very best to 
support the King in a despotic Government was abso- 
lutely true. That he had committed despotic acts of 
the worst character was also true. These should have 
been produced as facts, with their attendant proofs^ 
and the law of the land, which he had violated, have 
l>een opposed to its breach with the exhibition of its 
decreed penalty. 

A few extracts from the speech of Pym will illus- 
trate the meaning of these remarks. Five objects^ 
Lord Strafford declared he had endeavoured to attain 
in his Government of Ireland. These were : 

1. The maintenance of religion. 

2. The honour of the King. 

3. The increase of the revenue of the King. 

4. The peace and honour and safety of the kingdom. 

5. The quiet and peace of the people. 
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On these assertions, Pjin now made the following 
~ comments : 

1. " For religion, my Lords, we shall prove that he 
hath been diligent, indeed, to favour innovations, to 
favour superstitions, to favour the encroachments and 
usurpations of the clergy. But for religion it never 
received any advantage by him, nay, a great deal of 
hurt. 

2. " For the honour of the King, my Lords, we say, 
it is the honour of the King that he is the father of 
his people. That he is the fountain of justice, and it 
cannot stand with his honour and justice to have liis 
Government stained and polluted with tyranny and 
oppression. 

3. " For the increase of his revenue : it is true 
there may be some increase of sums, but we say, there 
is no addition of strength nor wealth, because in those 
parts where it hath been increased, this earl hath taken 
the greatest share to himself. And when he hath 
spoiled and ravined on the people, he Iiath been con- | 
tent to yield up some part to the King, that he might 
with some security enjoy the rest. 

4. "For the strength and honour and safety of the 
kingdom : my Lords, in a time of peace he hath let in 
upon us the calamities of war, weakness, shame, and 
confusion, 

5. "And for the quiet of subjects, he hath been an 
incendiary, he hath armed us among ourselves, and , 
made us weak and naked to all the world besides. 

" {He saith) by his means, many good and whole — 
some laws have been made since his Government hn^ 
Ireland. 

" Truly, my Lords, if we should consider the parti _i 
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culars of these laws, some of them will not be found i64i. 
without great exception. But I shall make another 
answer. Good laws, nay the best laws, are no advan- 
tage when will is set above law ; when the laws have 
force to bind and restrain the subject, but no force to ^ 
relieve and comfort him. 

" He says, he was a means of calling a Parliament 
not long after he came to his government. My Lords, 
Parliaments, without Parliamentary liberties, are but a 
feir and plausible way into bondage. That Parliament 
had not the liberties of a Parliament. 

" (He saith) that he hath been a means to put off 
monopolies, and other projects that would have been 
^ievous and burdensome to the subjects. If he had 
Lated the injustice of a monopoly, or the mischief of a 
monopoly, he would have hated it in himself ; he himself 
would have been no monopolist. Certainly, my Lords, 
it was not the love of justice nor the common good 
that moved him. And if he were moved by anything 
else, he had his reward. It may be it was because he 
would have no man gripe them in the kingdom but 
himself. His own harvest crop would have been less 
if he had had sharers. It may be it was because 
monopolies hinder trade : he had the customs, and 
the benefit of the customs would have been less. When 
we know the particulars, we shall make a fit and 
proper answer to them. But, in the meantime, we are 
sure, whatsoever was the reason, it was not justice nor 
love of truth that was the reason. 

" (He saith) he had no other commission but what 
his predecessors had, and that he hath executed that 
commission with all moderation. For the commission, 
it was no virtue of his if it were a good commission. 
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i«i. 1 shall say nothing of that. But for his moderati(Mi, 

when you find so many imprisoned of the nobility ; so 

many men, some adjudged to death, some executed 
without law ; when you find so many public rapines on 
* the State, soldiers sent to make good his decrees, so 
many whippings in defence of monopolies, so many 
gentlemen that were jurors, because they would not 
apply themselves to give verdicts on his side, to be 
fined in the Star Chamber. 

^' Men of quality to be disgraced, set on the pillory, 
and wearing papers and such things (as it will appear 
through our evidence) can you think there was any 
nuxleration ? And yet, truly, my Lords, I can believe, 
that if you compare his courses with othei* parts of the 
world migovenied, he will be found beyond all in 
tyranny and harshness ; but if you compare them with 
his mind and disposition, perhaps there w^as modera- 
tion. Habits, we say, are more perfect than acts, 
because they be nearest the principle of actions. The 
habit of cruelty in himself (no doubt) is more perfect 
than anv act of crueltv he hath committed. But if 
this be his moderation, I think all men will pray to be 
delivenxl from it. And I may truly say that is verified 
in him, ^ The mercies of the icicked are cruel,' '' 

Now, while many of these observations, and espe- 
cially the principles therein contained, are wholly in- 
controvertible, there are surely mingled with them 
others of which no impartial mind can approve, espe- 
cially with a life at stake on the question. Thus, in 
the suppression of monopolies, the speaker first denies 
the possibility of a good motive to the prisoner, and a 
moment after admits this possibiUty, but denies all 
merit because " he had his reward." Then he goes on 
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to suggest bad motives, following his guesses on the i64i. 
matter with a free confession that he does not know 
the particulars, and ends by passmg a wholesale con- 
deoination on conduct which he avows he has not 
investigated. 

So with regard to the commission of Strafford. The 
first article of the charge accuses him of oblainmg an 
illegal conamission. When he answers this directly with 
the assertion of its being no ways greater than that 
of his predecessors, Pym, instead of disproving the 
answer, or withdrawing the charge, scornfully dismisses 
it with the taimt of " no virtue of his if it were a good 
commission." Strafford made no claim to a virtue in 
it, but simply gave an answer to an accusation. 

Again : the charge of setting men of quality in the 
pillory, making them wear papers, and whipping men 
in defence of monopolies, were merely idle slanders, 
doubtless reported to Pym, but which he made no 
attempts to prove, and which were as purely fictitious 
as if applied to himself. They were not inserted in 
the charge, the accused was wholly unprepared for 
them ; and to prejudice the listeners by the very sug- 
gestion of deeds odious and revolting, and utterly 
untrue, was unworthy of Pym, and great blemishes on 
his conduct here — which should have been altogether 
that of a noble foe incapable of using the petty stings 
manufactured by the swarm of wretches who ever 
burst forth to wound the fallen when they can do it 
^ith safety to themselves. 

No wonder that as such language fell on his ear, 
Strafford at times lifted his hands and turned his eyes 
upward in mute astonishment and appeal. 
Far more to the point, and completely just, was the 
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denunciation of the theory so often brought forward, 
" that the revenue is any real test of the prosperity of 
the nation. Oue of the great boasts of Strafford had 
been that he liad made Ireland self-supporting, instead 
of being, as heretofore, a heavy burden and tax on 
England. One of the means he employed for this 
purpose, \'iz., the large increase of the customs, owing 
to the safety from phates he had ensured to the mer- 
chants, was altogether noble, and worthy of the highest 
gratitude and praise. But this Pyra left out, and 
passed on to the measures it was hardly possible to 
condemn too strongly, of the subsidies literally wrung 
by fear from the Parhament, and in defiance of the 
King's promise made in Lord Falkland's time, of the 
enormous sums obtained under the Commission for 
Defective Titles, by which men were enabled to secure 
an illegal title by paying a large sum, and could lose i 
an inherited estate unless they chose to pay for having I 
their right ratified. That lie was guilty, that he used ij 
this Commission merely as a tool to obtain money J 
for the King, is proved beyond a doubt by the fact '^ 
of his bringing the disputed lands before a jury, ' 
accepting their decision when in the King's favour,^ 
and fining and imprisoning them when against the - 
King. 

It is marvellous that with so tremendous a power iim 
their hands as this deed of Strafford afforded to hiai 
enemies, they should for a moment have had recourswi 
to any engine beyond the simple truth to overthrom 
him. 

Again : we have seen the steps that he took to refor^c 
the ecclesiastical affairs of Ireland. Very probably h^ 
honestly thought he bad done his best. He rcstor^^ 
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: .fta churches to their intended uses, and swept away i64i. 
i' fte tradesmen who defiled the walls and precincts with 
fteirtraflSc. He had forced the clergy to reside on 
Aeir benefices, and worked hard to put an end to the 
detestable trade they carried on by selling their offices 
and living on the proceeds. Without persecution, he had 
endeavoured to bring the people to attend to public 
worship, and, in short, as far as in him lay, to promote 
aD those observances which formed his sole idea of 
religion. Under the commission of defective titles, 
too, he had found that many estates now in the pos- 
session of private persons " belonged" to the Church, 
and by *' restorations" of this kind, or competitions 
for retention, had largely added to the ecclesiastical 
revenues. 

He must, therefore, have been strangely moved 
when he heard himself accused of remissness as a true 
son of the Church. 

Let the condition of the whole Irish coast, and espe- 
cially of St. George's Channel, when Lord Strafford 
first came to the Government, be remembered and 
compared with its condition when he left it, and 
few persons will not regret the following words of 
Pym: 

" I go to the 12th, and that is the great increase of 
trade ; the increase of shipping one hundred to one. 
Truly, my Lords, in a time of peace, and in a growing 
kingdom, as that was, being formerly unhusbanded, 
It is no wonder that when land increases in the 
manurance, and people increase in number, both ship- 
P«ig and trade increase. But it is the advantage of 
the time, not the advantage of his government, ^^^y 
^y Lords, his government has been destructive to 
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Ai>J that will manifestly appear by the 
■:Tihi::=*Se ci zxK4iopolies that he hath exercised in hia 

TL'xrzi cia>e a denial of Strafford's assertion that 
ji2S^^ Lad l^een administered in Ireland during his 
nile w:Ti>:^: briheiy or corruption ; and, lastly, a bitter | 
iejr:A:^}i that his object in advising the King to call ' 
the last English Parliament had been to gain a sur- 
nuhler of the liberties of the kingdom. 

Sna£:^ had ended his written defence with the 
petidon that he might not be charged with errors of 
his understanding or judgment, being not bred up in 
the law ; or with weakness, to which human nature is 
subject. 

Seizing these wonls, Pym concluded his speech with 
the answer : — '* Trulv it would be far from us to 
charge him with any such mistakes. No, my Lords, 
we shall charge him with nothing but what the law in 
every man s breast condemns, the light of nature, the 
light of common reason, the rules of common society. 
And that will appear in all the articles which my 
collea<rues will offer to vou.'' 

Pvm then sat down, and the first witnesses were 
called. The same mixture of right and wrong, justice 
and injustice, that had marked the speech of Pym, was 
observable in the examination. Thus, to prove that 
Strafford had tried to subvert the liberties of the Ksh 
Parliament, evidence was given that Sir George Rad- 
cliffe had threatened two members who had voted 
against a measure supported by the Deputy, and when 
in defence it was urged that in the last case Lord 
Strafford was not even in Ireland at the time, Pym 
promptly answered, " That the spirit of my Lord of 
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Strafford could move in Sir George Radcliffe where- i64i. 
soever it was spoken/* 

In proof of the prisoner subverting the laws and of 
corruption in government and justice in general, the 
Remonstrances of both the Irish Houses of Parliament 
were read. 

Of these he had before heard nothing. We have 
seen the flattering epistle these two precious bodies had 
Bent to the King, in which they speciallj' declared their 
satisfaction with the Lord Lieutenant's " ministrations,*' 
and his faithful performance of all his promises to their 
entire satisfaction, expressed " with general acclama- 
tions, and signs of joy and contentment, even to the 
throwing up of their hats and the lifting up of their 
hands." 

When, therefore, Strafford now listened to their 
present addresses to the English, his blood boiled, and 
he was unable to contain his indignation at those 
whose flatteries had lulled him into a false security only 
to turn and rend him the moment he -needed the aid 
and support he surely merited, if their own words were 
true. He burst into an exclamation that he was the 
victim of a conspiracy. Not till his impeachment of 
High Treason in England had the Irish unmasked them- 
selves. Faction and correspondence had followed on 
his troubles. Natural enough as this was, of course it 
could not be allowed, and he was in an instant called 
to order for charging the English Commons with con- 
spiracy, and he immediately apologised, and explained 
that he only meant certain special persons, not mem- 
bers of the English House. 

Even yet the articles of the charge were not formally 
reached, the present discussion being merely on the 
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statements made by Pym in his opening speech. And, 
" as in the preamble to his written answers, Lord Strafford 
had made various general assertions with regard to his 
own conduct, Pym brought various witnesses to cottr 
firm his contradictions. New accusations thus cropped 
up for which the prisoner was unprepared — such 
the Irish remonstrance — and Pym, anxious to reach 
the main body of the charge, requested the prisoner 
woukl on the spot answer all that had been previously 
said. Then Strafford arose, and pointing out thfr 
hardness of thus taking him unprepared, rapidly ran 
over the speecli of Pyni, denying or explaining away, 
till the Committee were driven back to the one great 
cliarge containing all others. 

" My Lord," said Maynard, " my Lord of Strafford 
answered to very many particulars, yet to that m^n 
one he answered not. The main of our complaint is, 
his alteration of the fundamental laws against will, I 
his introducing of new laws at his will and pleasure." 

The twenty-eight articles, however, had to be for- 
mally gone through. As we have already noticed^ 
they may be reduced to nine charges, and of these the 
third may be included in the first. 

The question then amounts to this : — Was LortJ 
Strafford guilty of these, and if guilty, did his gaijf 
amount to High Treason ? 

The first and third were not difficult of proof. Tie 
man who imprisoned a jury for giving an adverse ver- 
dict, was guilty of using illegal authority, even without 
going into the subject of Mountnorris and other cases. 
This exercise of unbridled power both for good and evil 
was the worst feature in the character of Strafford, 
And yet his complaint that he was charged with tie 
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sole responsibility of deeds most fully shared by others i64i. 
was true, and is constantly true in other cases besides his 
own. Except in secret, it is hardly possible for one 
man alone to be guilty of great crimes. There must 
be others to snpport him, either by encouragement of 
obedience or passiveness. And had not the Council 
acted as it did, Strafford alone could not have convicted 
Monntnorris. Still, as to the question of the defendant's 
guilt, in the matter of illegal power there can be no 
doubt. 

The 4th and 5th were ill founded, so far as making 

it a special crime in him to farm the customs or hold 

the monopoly of tobacco. That the system was bad 

was one thing, but it had not been declared illegal, 

and had been openly followed by some of the most 

popular men, who never dreamed of High Treason by 

such a means of wealth. It was to raise a revenue 

for the King, not for himself, that Lord Strafford's 

reprehensible measures were employed. And these 

may be placed under the first and third heads. 

The 7th and 9th were altogether without foundation. 

Strafford could not be blamed for the wretched state 

of the English army and the entry of the Scots into 

Newcastle, nor was the war with Scotland of his 

causing. 

So well did he plead these truths in his defence, 
that his accusers began to lose ground. The stately 
courtesy of his manner, and the marvellous control that 
he maintained over his impetuous temper, and this, too, 
while every nerve was suffering, both from mental 
excitement and bodily torture, all told in his favour 
with the spectators. His natural haste and irritability 
were too well known for the wonderful victory he 
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1641. had obtained over himself under such terrible dis- 
advantages, not to compel a just tribute of admiration, 
and draw forth a feeling of sympathy which threatened 
to defeat the end in view. The accusers became 
alarmed. Their hearts were untouched. This was 
shown by their want of consideration for the state of 
health of the prisoner. More than once he had nearly 
broken down. Still, no notice was vouchsafed of his 
condition, till, by the 26th of March, after a long 
day's battle, he " declared his disabiUty to endure the* 
toil, that he was ready to drop down, in respect of hk 
much sickness and weakness, and he desired their 
Lordships to turn the case inwards and see if in their 
own hearts there were not reason, that, being upon his 
life, his honour, and his children, and all he had, he 
should not be pressed further." Then the House 
adjourned. 

The next day, the prisoner stood at the bar as usual, 
and struggled on till the 9th of April, when, for the 
first time, he failed to make his appearance. The i 
Lord Steward then informed the House that the Earl ^ 
of Strafford had been taken in the night with so violent i 
an attack of illness as precluded his going out of his = 
room that day. j 

This was not sufficient to satisfy the jealous Com- 
mons, and the Lieutenant of the Tower was summoned, 
who stated, that at eleven the preceding night, the 
Earl had been seized with a fit of his worst complaint, 
and, at six in the morning, had been unable to move in 
his bed. That he trusted to go to the Hall on the 
morrow, but at present it was out of his power. 

This even was not enough, and not till the earl's 
physicians, and even his foot-boy had testified to the 
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on oath, was the excuse accepted, and the Court iMi 
ily retired with the parting notice that if the Earl 
trere not well enough to appear to-morrow, they would 
proceed in his absence. 

The House of Lords then ordered a deputation of 
their number to go to the Tower to inquire into the 
present condition of the prisoner. 

They found him in bed, sick, and worn, but he 
promised to appear the next day — "even though he 
ghoidd be carried by four men " to the Court.* The 
next day, however, found him sufBciently recovered to 
attend as usual. 

But this day occurred an event at the House of 
Commons which has been praised as a marvellous 
^stroke of Blafe by one eide, and denounced as an un- 
worthy piece of trickery on the otlier. It has been 
already said tliat, so far, Strafford had succeeded in 
oarrying with him the sympathy of a large portion of 
the audience. Some of the charges he had so dis- 
proved that they were completely waived by the Com- 
mittee. Others he had denied, and though they were 
Btiil maintained, yet numbers concurred in his denial. 
Bat the great point was that even those proved against 
Lim did not amount to High Treason. And, unless he 
could be convicted of Higli Treason, his life was safe. 
And that in Ins life was contained the destruction of 
English liberty the Committee did most firmly believe. 
That life of Lord Strafford must be quenched. What 
was to be done? That the charge of his attempt to 
bring in a despotic government and to subvert the laws 
of the land was true must be iully granted. But that 

• " Journal of the Houae of Lords, 1641, April 9," 
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164L the means he had employed for that pmrpose did not 
amomit to High Treason most be granted also. The 
law that specified any one of his acts as such remained 
to be made. And to condemn a man by an ex post 
Jacto law is an outrage in the &ce of all human justice. 
But this was now proposed to be done. 

An old statute of the time of Edward IIL, declaring 
^^ that the Parliament only hath power to express and 
declare what is treason/' was raked up, and, on the 
str^Digth of this, a bill was brought in attainting the 
Earl of Strafford of High Treason. 

This bill was read for the first time on the 10th of 
April. On the same day, the doors of the House being 
looked, it was notified that some new and most im- 
(H>rtant evidence was in the possession of Pym. All 
memWrs being ordered to keep their seats, Pym then 
arose, and, supported by the son of Sir Harry Vane, 
produced a paper containing a rough copy of notes of 
a IVivY Council, held on the 8th of the preceding May, 
at which Strafford wiis present. 

The following is a copy of the document which is, in 
itself, so scanty and incoherent, that it might scarcely 
be thought sufficient to form legal evidence. Plainly 
enough it does not give the words of the parties them- 
selves, but rather signs by which such words could be 
recalled to the memorv of the note taken. 

Sir Henry Vane's Papers, the 5th of May, 1640.* 

*' L. L. Ireland (Strafford). 

" No danger in undertaking the war, whether the 
Scots are to be reduced or not. 

* Nakon's CoUectioiis, ii., p. 208. 
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" To reduce them by force, as the state of the king- i64i. 
dom stands. 

" If his Majesty had not declared himself so soon, he 
would have declared himself for no war with Scotland. 
They would have given him plentiftiUy. The city to 
be called immediately, and quickened to lend one hun- 
dred thousand pounds. 

"The shipping money to put vigorously upon 
collection; those two ways will furnish his Majesty 
plentiiully to go on with. Arms and war against Scot- 
land. 

" The Manner of the War. 

" Stopping of the trade of Scotland no prejudice to 
the trade free with England for cattle. 

" A defensive war totally against it. 

" OflFensive war into the kingdom. His opinion. 

" Few months will make an end of the war ; do you 
invade them. 

" L. Arch (Laud). 

"If no more money then proposed, how then to 
make an offensive war a difficulty. 

" Whether to do nothing and let them alone, or to 
go on with a vigorous war. 

" L. L. Ireland. 

" Go vigorously on, or let them alone. No defensive 
war. Loss of honour or reputation. The quiet of 
England will hold out long ; you will languish as 
between Saul and David. 

" Go on with an offensive war as you first designed, 
loosed and absolved from all rules of government. 

s 2 
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1641. " Being reduced to extreme necessity, everything is 
"" to be done as power will admit, and that yon are to do. 

" They reftised ; you are acquitted towards God and 
man. You have an army in Ireland you may employ 
here to reduce this kingdom. 

" Confident as anything under heaven, Scotland will 
not hold out five months. One summer well employed 
will do it. Venture all I had I would carry it or 
lose it. 

"Whether a defensive war is impossible as an 
ofiensive war ! Or whether to let them alone. 

''L.ArcK. 

" Tried all ways and refiised all ways. By the law 
of God you should have subsistence, and ought to 
have, and lawfiil to take it. 

"i/. Cott (Cottington). 

" Leagues abroad they make and will, and therefore 
the defence of this kingdom. 

" The Lower House are weary both of King and 
Church. 

" It always hath been just to raise monies by this 
unavoidable necessity. Therefore, to be used, being 
lawful. 

" i. L. Ireland. 

" Commission of array to be public execution. 

" They are to bring them to the borders. 

" In reason of State you have power when they are 
there to use them as the King's pay. If any of the 
Lords can show a better, let them do it. 
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" Town full of nobility, who will talk of it. He will i64i. 
make them smart for it." 

The manner in which these notes had been obtained 
is not pleasant to contemplate. 

It appeared that the elder Sir Henry Vane, being in 
treaty for the marriage of his son with the daughter of 
Sir Christopher Wray, was called on to produce the 
title-deeds to his estates. But he, being in Kent, and 
the deeds at Whitehall, with many State papers, he 
gave the keys of his private cabinet to his son, telling 
him to take out the deeds and forward them. This 
order the young Sir Harry obeyed. But he did more. 
In the same cabinet he discovered the paper of notes 
of the Privy Council, endorsed, "Notes taken at the 
Junto," and, without scruple, at once perused them. 
But he did not stop here, which, for such a mirror of 
chivalry and honour as he has been represented, might 
be thought far enough. He immediately sought Pym, 
and showed him the paper, " with great expressions of 
a troubled mind, not knowing what way to steer him- 
self betwixt the discharge of his duty to the Common- 
wealth and his faithfulness to his father." 

Pym soon quieted his scruples, and at once took a 
copy of the notes which he now produced to the House 
of Commons as sure evidence of Strafford's treason. 

A debate followed, and the new evidence was 
ordered to be laid before the House of Lords. Of 
course, it came under the head of treasonable lan- 
guage.* 

Of the attempts to convict him of this. Lord Straf-- 
Ford had already bitterly complained. Not merely at 

* Nalson's Collections, vol. ii., p. 103. 
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the Cxmcil Board or in Parliament, but in private and 
sc<3al conversation had testimony against him been 
sought. From the month of his own brother, at his 
table* his hoose, his bed, in every place, it was soaght 
$:t something to convict him of that, he thanked God, 
he was never gnflty ot To use his own language on 
the evil meaning attached to his mere conversational 
talk : — *^ If words spoken to fiiends in familiar dis- 
cxiTse^ ^3ken in one^s chamber, spoken at one's 
tabid, spoken in one^s sick bed ; spoken, perhaps, to 
gain bener reason, to give himself more clear light 
as*! judgment, by reasoning : if these things shall be 
brooght against a man as treason, this, under &vonr, 
takes away the comfort of all human society. By 
this means we shall be debarred of speaking (the prin- 
cipal joy and comfort of society) with wise and good 
meiL to beoHne wiser, and better our lives. K these 
things be strained to take away life and honour, and 
all that is desirable^ it will be a silent world. A city 
will become an hermitage, and sheep will be found 
amongst a crowd or press of people, and no man will 
dare to impart his solitary thoughts or opinion to his 
firi^id and neighbour, but thereby be debarred from 
cv^nsuking with wiser men than himself, whereby he 
may understand the law wherewith he ought to be 
gvwemed." 

Xothins: would be more unsatisfactory than the ex- 
aniination of the Privy Councillors, in whose presence 
the words referred to by the notes of Sir Harry Vane 
were said to be uttered. 

Not one of the council could remember the exact 
worvls of Lord Strafford <m that occasion, till Sir Harrj' 
Vane, the writer of the notes, was called upon for his 



THE LIFE OP THOMAS WENTWORTH. 848 

testimony. He began by declaring his dislike of un- i64i. 
truth, which was stronger than ever in the presence of 
such an assembly. As nearly as he could, he would 
tell their lordships the truth in this matter. For the 
time he could not particularly speak, but the words to 
which he was to bear witness were spoken after the 
last ParUament, and where the subject was offensive or 
defensive war against the Scots. To the best of his 
belief either these words, or words to that effect, were 
spoken by the Lord Strafford : " Your Majesty having 
tried all ways and being refused, and in case of this 
extreme necessity, and for the safety of the kingdom, 
you are acquitted before God and men. You have an 
aormy in Ireland which you may employ here to reduce 
this kingdom, or some words to this effect.^' Lord 
Clare, the brother of Strafford's second wife, then 
advanced the weighty question : Whether by the ex- 
pression "this kingdom,'* Lord Strafford had meant 
the kingdom of England or Scotland ? 

To this Sir Henry prudently replied, "it was far 
from him to interpret the words." 

Then came the question, did Strafford vote for an 
offensive or defensive war with Scotland ? To this 
Vane answered, that while he himself had counselled 
a defensive, Strafford was for an offensive, war. On 
this last phrase there was a general agreement. And 
yet nothing is plainer than that a nominally offensive 
may in reality be a strictly defensive war. In nothing 
is it more necessary to interpret by the spirit rather 
than the letter. 

Thus in the late war between France and Germany, 
nothing could be more easy than by following the 
letter to represent the Germans as the offenders. They 
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began the attack, they invaded the enemy's country, 
constantly they were the first to open battle, and finally 
dictated their own terms. , The soil of Germany was 
untouched, while France was a prey to sword and 
flame. As invaders and conquerors the German annits 
trampled on the plains of France, while in no other 
guise than that of helpless prisoners did the Frendi 
appear in Germany. 

And yet the French were the real aggressors. Hiej 
gave the challenge, and by their persistence rendered 
the concessions of the Germans vam. It was aunply 
an act of good generalship, not provocative war, tbit 
placed the Germans the first in the field. 

And thus it was intended by Strafford, The Scott 
had really commenced the war, and he plainly meani, 
that as the war had really begun, if it was to be 
carried on, it had better be done in a warlike and 
vigorous manner, and victory was more likely to be 
obtained by the Enghsh marching into Scotland thao 
by waiting for the Scots in England. 

Of course the original cause of the war, and whether 
the first beginners were justified in their outbreak, is 
altogether another matter. A similar question naigbt 
be raised with regard to the battle of Dunbar. Crom- 
well marched into Scotland and began the attack. Yet 
it could not be called an offensive war on his part 

However, it was determmed that these notes of Sir 
Harry Vane should do good service, aud justify tht! 
Bill of Attainder. Before these words, so loosely re- 
ported, all the rest of the charge seemed set aside. 
On these the accusers dwelt, and insisted that tliej 
alone were fully sufficient to convict the utterer of 
High Treason, Hitherto the charge was taken artide 
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by article, no new one being entered upon till the pre- i64i. 
vions one was disposed of. . But now this order was 
put away. The accusers demanded and obtained the 
power of taking all the rest in a mass, and dealing 
with them as they pleased. To this the prisoner 
vainly objected. If taken, as before, singly, he said 
he could remember the circumstances and arguments 
applicable to each, but all thrown together it was im- 
possible for him to do himself justice. But these 
single arguments were precisely what the accusers 
wished to avoid. Numbers taken separately looked 
insignificant : massed together they exhibited a power 
which was imposing. Their case was not legally 
strong enough to bear dissection. 

Strafford was, therefore, compelled to take them on 
their own ground. He, at once, proceeded to deal with 
the notes of Vane. 

And, first, he pointed out the weakness of the evi- 
Jence. 

Not one of the members of the Privy Council sup- 
ported the testimony of Sir Harry Vane. The Earl 
of Northumberland, the Marquis of Hamilton, Bishop 
Juxon, Lord Treasurer of England, and Lord Cotting- 
ton, were all examined on oath, and all alike denied 
the words as reported. But even if spoken, they rested 
on a single testimony, and according to the laws of 
England, even as late as the reign of Elizabeth and 
the present King, no man could be convicted of High 
Treason on the authority of a single witness.* 

Then his words ought to be repeated in the sense in 
which he uttered them. God forbid any man should 

♦ E. 6; Car. 12. 
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be judged for words taken b_v pieces, here a word and 
tbeie s word, where the antecedents and consequents 
are left out, for then treason might be fetched out of 
eTCTTi- word a man speaks ; as, for example, if one asks 
him, whether he will go to such a place ? — he tells 
him by war of answer, he will kill the King as soon. 
lljc other swears he said he would kill the King. It 
is Terr tnie, indeed, hot if the other words be added, 
it will then imply that be will be sure not to kill the 
Kin^, and therefore he will be sure not to go to the 
pbce. So with the words he himself was said to have 
ottered, " that the King having tried the affections of 
his people, be was loose aod absolved from all rules of 
gOTemmwit," &c. 

WTiat he meant was : — In case of absolute necessity, 
and opoo a foreign invasion of an enemy, when all 
ordinary means fail, then the King was justified in 
using the only means in his power to disperse them. 
Such reservations had preceded his words, showing he 
meant the King must only use such power on a despe- 
rate emergency, and fcff the sole good of the Comuon- 
wealth, and if done for any other purpose than the 
good of the people, it would be oppressive and in- 
jorious. 

Now there is do reason to doubt the sincerity of 
Lord Strafford in these words. And yet they con- 
tained the rock on which his whole career had broken 
itself. He was no ^"ulgar tyrant of the Nero or Cali- 
gula species. He beUeved his measures were for the 
people's good ; he thought that if the King saw the 
people could be benefited by setting the laws at defi- 
ance, he was justified in thus acting the part of s 
benevolent despot. Moreover, the King was to be the 
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judge of what was for the good of the nation. It was i64i. 
against this principle that the English patriots were 
resolved to wage war to the death. Their mistakes 
consisted in the unfair means they used, and in con 
founding the principle with those who professed it. 
Consequently, they destroyed individuals, and allowed 
the creed to survive, as it has done, down to our own 
day. And the philanthropic preachers who still inculcate 
in no mild or measured language the duty of the un- 
reasoning obedience of the multitude to the absolute 
authority of the few best and wisest are perhaps much 
happier than they are aware of for not living in the 
days of Pym and Cromwell, and the best and wisest of 
the Puritan times. The next argument offered by Lord 
Straflford was " that these words charged upon him were 
not wantonly or unnecessarily spoken or whispered in 
a comer, but they were spoken in full Council, where 
he was, by the duty of his oath, obliged to speak 
according to his heart and conscience in all things 
concerning the King's service, so that if he had for- 
borne to speak what he conceived for the benefit and 
advantage of the King and people (as he conceived 
this to be), he had been perjured towards God Almighty, 
and now it seemed by the speaking of them, he was 
in danger to be a traitor. But if that necessity was 
pnt upon him, he thanked God he had learned not to 
stand in fear of him that can kill the body. If he 
Q3U8t be a traitor to man or perjured to God, he would 
l>e faithful to his Creator, and whatsoever might befal 
^^ from a popular rage or his own weakness, he 
^Ust leave it to God and their lordships' honour and 
J^tice. He had simply offered his opinion according 
to his heart and conscience. An opinion might make 
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1641. an heretic, but he never lieard before that opinion 
could make a traitor. 

" Let it once be admitted that a councillor delivering ' 
hie opinion under an oath of secresj and faithfulness 
at the council-table, candide et caste witli others, 
shall, upon his mistaking, or not knowing of the law, 
DC brought unto question, and every word that passeth ' 
from him out of a sincere and noble intention, shall be I 
d^a^vn agamst him for the attaiumg and convicting 1 
himself, his children, and posterity ; after this, the 
speaker said, he did not know any wise and noble per- 
son of fortune that ujion such perilous and unsafe 
terms would adventure to be Councillor to the King. 

" If their lordships, therefore, put these hard strains , 
and tortures upon those that were Councillors of State < 
to his Majesty, when they spoke nothing but according 
to their hearts and consciences, it would disable them , 
from those great employments to which their birth and j 
thoughts did bret;d them, and make them more in- 
capable than any other inferior subjects." 

These arguments cannot be defeated. The usual 
answer to them is that Strafford had himself both at 
the councils of York and Dublin repeatedly set tlienj 
at defiance. In the case of Mountnorris, especial!)', a^ 
well as that of others, he had exercised this very 
tjrrany over conversation and opinion that he now so 
strongly condemned in his own case. 

And this is true as the arguments themselves. 

By a strange turn of fortune Strafford was suf- 
fering from the most bitter, if the most salutary, of ail 
punishments. He was learning by personal experieuce 
the effects of the same injustice he had inflicted oii 
others. Still it was injustice, and therefore cannot t^ 
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quoted with approbation of those who inflicted it. is^i. 
Retaliation is no part of the English law, and that law 
alone was the standard by which Lord Strafford ought 
to have been tried. It is quite true that it is a clear 
part of the plan of Nature that men are to learn 
through their errors to feel their way from wrong to 
right, to know what obstacles exist simply by stumbling 
against them. But this principle never can be ap- 
plied to human systems. The laws of Nature are 
perfect from the beginning. Once understood, they 
can always be obeyed. They are never created sud- 
denly, and for special occasions, and applying to all 
alike, give all the same chance of benefit who learn 
to obey. But human codes continually change, and 
are affected by time, place, person, and circumstance. 
And because a man has broken a law to another, to 
punish him by breaking it towards himself, or by in- 
venting one to suit his previously-committed crime, 
is about as great a contradiction of those natural 
principles to which Pym appealed as for the earth to 
change her course and the seasons to remain the 
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IT4I. periL Now. my Lords, where is the maik set upon 
this crime ? Where is the token bj which ^1^ should 
•fecover ? K it be not marked, if it lie . mider water j 
and not above, there is no homan providence 4^X1 pre^ 
Tent the destmction of a man presently and instantly. 
Let us then lav aside all that is human wisdom ; let us { 
rely only upDn divine revelation, for, certainly, nothing 
eUe can preserve us, if you will condemn us before i 
you teU us where the fiiult is that we may avoid it "g 

"'^ My Lords, may your Lordships be pleased to haye 
that regard to the peerage of England as never to 
suffer yourselves to be put upon those ipoot points,' 
upon such constructions and interpretations and strict- 
ness of law, as these are when the law is not clear 
nor known. If there must be a trial of wits, I do 
most humbly beseech your Lordships to consider that 
the subject may be of something else than of your lives 
and of vour honours. 

^' My Lords, we find that in the primitive time, on 
the sound and plain doctrine of the blessed apostles, 
thev brouixlit in their books of curious art and burnt 
them. 

" yiy Lords, it will be likewise (as I humbly con- 
ceive), wisdom and providence in your Lordships for 
yourselves and posterity, for the whole kingdom, to 
cast from you into the fire those bloody and mysterious 
volumes of constructive and arbitrary treasons, and to 
betake yourselves to the plain letter of the statute that 
tells you where the crime is, that so you may avoid it. 
And let us not, my Lords, be ambitious to be more 
learned in those killing arts than our forefathers were 
before us. 

" My Lords, it is now full two hundred and fortr 
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years since iny man ever was touched to this height, 1641. 

open this^crime, before myself. 

" We have lived, my Lords, happily to ourselves at 
kome, wfe have lived gloriously abroad to the world ; 
let US be content vith that which our fathers left us, 
and let us not awake those sleeping hours to our own 
de8tnicti« by rattling up of a company of records 
tha have lain for so many ages by the wall, forgotten 
or neglected. 

" My Lords, there is this that troubles me extremely, 
l^ it should be my misfortune to all the rest (for my 
other sins, not for my treasons) that my precedents 
should be of that disadvantage (as this will be, I fear, 
m the consequence of it) upon the whole kingdom. 

'* My Lords, I beseech you, therefore, that you will 
be pleased seriously to consider it, and let my parti- 
cular care be so looked upon, as that, you do not, 
through me, wound the interest of the Commonwealth. 
For howsoever those gentlemen at the bar say they 
«peak for the Commonwealth, and they believe so, yet, 
hx this particular, I believe 1 speak for the Common- 
wealth too. And that the inconveniences and miseries 
*liat will follow upon this, will be such, as it will come, 
^thin a few years, to that which is expressed in the 
tatute of Henry the Fourth, it will be of such a con- 
lition, that no man shall know what to do or to say. 
" Do not, my Lords, put greater diflSculty upon the 
XTimisters of State, than that with cheerfulness they 
Xnay serve the King and State. For if you will exa- 
xiune them by every grain, or every little weight, it 
"vrill be so heavy, that the public affairs of the king- 
<ioin will be less weight, and no man will meddle with 
them that hath wisdom and honour and fortune to lose. 

VOL II. A A 



THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWOKTH. 

" My Lords, I have now troubled your Lords 
~ great deal longer than I should have done, were 
for the interest of those pledges that a saint in 1 
left me. I would be loth, my lords " 

Here, overcome by the thought of the desola 
his children, and the memory of their mother, a 
as too enfeebled by long speaking, in his f 
condition of health, to control his emotion, h 
compelled to pause, and for a few moments was ■ 
to control his tears. With a violent strug^ 
recovered his voice, but feeling himself una 
continue, he hastened to bring his speech to a 
thus: — 

"What I forfeit for myself it is nothing, 
confess, that my indiscretion should forfeit for 
it wounds me very deeply. 

"You will be pleased to pardon my infirmity : 
thing I should have said, but I see I shall not h 
and therefore I will leave it. 

" And now, my Lords, I thank God, I have 
by his good blessing towards me, taught, th. 
afflictions of this present life are not to be con 
with that eternal weight of glory that shall 1 
vealed hereafter. 

" And BO, my Lords, even so with all humilit 
vrith ail tranquillity of mind, I do submit ! 
clearly and freely unto your judgment ; and w 
that righteous judgment shall be to life or death. 

" ' Te Deum Iiiudtmiua, te Doininuni confitemur.' " 

The effect of this speech upon the audienc 
great. But the accusers were relentless, and 
vigilance sfill more e.\cited by the signs of softer 
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Their answer was given by Glyn, Pym, Maynard,. 1641. 
and St. John. The speech of Pym, contained as 
before a mingling of the most masterly eloquence, 
with a distortion both of the letter and the spirit of 
truth. 
It concluded with these terrible words. 
"The forfeitures inflicted by treason, by our laws, are 
of life, honour, and estate, even all that can be for- 
feited. And this prisoner having committed so many 
beasons, although he should pay all these forfeitures, 
will be still a debtor to the Commonwealth. Nothing 
can be more equal, than that he should perish by the 
justice of that law which he would have subverted. 
Neither will this be a new way of blood. There are 
marb enough to trace this law to the very original of 
this kingdom. And, if it hath not been put in execu- 
tion, as he allegeth, these two hundred and forty years, 
it was not for want of law, but that all that time hath 
not bred a man bold enough to commit such crimes as 
these. Which is a circumstance much aggravating 
iis ofience, and making him no whit less liable to 
ponishment, because he is the only man that in so long 
a time hath ventured upon such a treason as this." 

It has been related * that, as Pym uttered these last 
tremendous and appalling words, he suddenly and in- 
^vertently turned his head and beheld the mournful 
^*id mutely reproachful gaze of Strafford, fixed upon 
liim, as if in sad appeal against such merciless con- 
demnation. 

For a moment, the stern accuser was shaken, and 
i even his resolve quivered beneath the deeply thrilling 
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charges, the logical arguments of the prisoner, — above i64i. 
all, — the clear impossibility of bringing the charges 
imder the definition of High Treason, without perversion 
and distortion of the existing statutes, had had their 
effect on those minds, ever a small minority, who, in 
judging a question, refuse to be carried away by any 
thought of the consequences of their judgment, any 
personal feeling towards the object, or any other con- 
sideration than the pure spirit of truth. 

Still, though increasing in number, the calmer and 
more independent minded of the members of the lower 
House, were few, in comparison with those who were 
rather carried away by the words and influence of 
their great leaders, than by any decided conviction of 
their own. On the 14th of April, the Bill of Attainder 
was read a second time and passed. 

The rapidity with which it was carried through the 
first and second readings, augured ill for the prisoner. 
The reservation, that it should not be used as a pre- 
cedent, seemed the only sign of consciousness of how 
terrible a danger was involved in such a proceeding. 
No tyranny more frightful can be conceived, than that 
which leaves the actions of men undefined, and their 
penalties unknown or unsettled until after the deed is 
done. Better the vilest criminals that ever trod this 
earth should escape untouched, than that such un- 
certainty in matters involving possible capital punish- 
ment, should ever be admitted into a code of law. 

Happily, there was one man who saw this, who was 
not carried away by the strong tide of passion, who 
not only perceived the evil of the principle, but the 
wrong to the prisoner himself. Every argument that 
could be imagined has been brought forward to justify ' 
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iMi. tbis Act of Attainder, and, again and again, tlie enor- 
mities of Strafford dwelt upon in the vain attempt. 

To his immortal honour, Lord Digby saw through 
the error, and refused to lend his name to its sanction 
as a deed of right. 

On the 21st of April, during the debate on the Bill, 
and before the third reading, Lord Dighy rose, and 
most earnestly is the attention of the reader entreated, 
to the great lessons conveyed in the following extracts 
&om his speech. 

"Me. Speaker, 

" Truly, Sir, to deal plainly with you, that 
ground of our accusation, tliat spur to our prosecution, 
and that which should be the basis of my judgment, 
of the Earl of Strafford as unto treason, is to my 
understanding, quite vanished away. 

" This it was, Mr. Speaker. 

"His advising the King to employ the army of 
Ireland to reduce England. 

" This, I was assured, would be proved before I gave 
my consent to his accusation. I was confirmed in the 
same belief during the prosecution, and fortified in it 
most of all since Sir Harry Vane's preparatory ex- 
amination, by the assurances which that worthy 
member, Air. Pym, gave me, that his testimony would 
be made convincing by some notes of what passed at 
that Junto concurrent with it. Which I ever under- 
standing to be of some other councillor, yon see now, 
prove but a copy of the same Secretary's notes, dis- 
covered and produced in the manner you have beard. 
And those, disjointed fragments of the venomous part 
of discourses. No results, no conclusions of counsels, 
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which are the only things that Secretaries should re- i64i. 
gister, there being no use at all of the other, but to 
accuse and bring men into danger. 

"But, Sir, this is not that which overthrows the 
evidence with me concerning the army of Ireland, nor 
yet that all the rest of the Junto, upon their oaths, 
remember nothing of it. 

" But, Sir, this which I shall tell you is that which 
works with me, under favour, to an utter overthrow of 
his evidence, as unto that of the army of Ireland. 
Before, whilst I was' a prosecutor, and under tie of 
secresy, I might not discover any weakness of the cause 
which now, as a judge, I must. 

" Mr. Secretary was examined thrice upon oath at 
the preparatory Committee. 

" The first time, he was questioned to all the inter- 
rogatories, and to that part of the seventh which con- 
cerns the army of Ireland. 

" He said positively in these words : * I cannot charge 
him with that^ But for the rest, he desired time to 
recollect himself, which was granted him. 

" Some days after, he was examined a second time, 
and then deposes these words concerning the King's 
being absolved from all rules of government, and so 
forth, very clearly. But, being prest to that part 
concerning the Irish army, he said again : * / can say 
nothing to thai.^ 

" Here we thought we had done with him, till divers 
weeks after, my Lord of Northumberland, and all 
others of the Junto, denying to have heard anything 
concerning those words. 

*'0f reducing England by the Irish army, it was 
thought fit to examine the Secretary once more^ And 
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i«L then he deposes these words to have been said by the 
Eiari of Strafiord to his Majesty : 

" ' Tou have an army in Ireland^ which you racy 
emplcy here to reduce (or some words to that sense) 
this kingdom.* 

" Mr. Speaker, these are circumstances which, I con- 
fess with my conscience, thrust quite out of doors that 
grand article of our charge concerning his desperate 
advice to the King, of employing the Irish army here. 

"Let not this, I beseech you, be driven to an aspersion 
upon Mr. Secretary, as if he should have sworn other- 
wise than he knew or believed. He is too worthy to 
do that. Only let thus much be inferred from it. 
That he, who twice upon oath, with time of recol- 
lection, could not remember anything of such a 
business, might well, a third time, mis-remember 
somewhat in this business. The difference of one 
letter, here for there^ or thai for this^ quite alters the 
case. The latter, also, being more probable, since it 
is confessed of all hands, that the debate then was 
concerning a war with Scotland, and you may re- 
member, that, at the bar, he once said to * employ 
these.' 

" And thus, Mr. Speaker, I have faithfully given you 
an account what it is that hath blunted the edge of the 
hatchet or bill with me towards my Lord of Strafford. 
** This was that whereupon I accused him with a 
free heart, prosecuted him with earnestness, and had 
it, to my understanding, been proved, should have 
condemned him with innocence. Whereas, now, I 
cannot satisfy my conscience to do it. 

" I profess, I can have no notion of anybody's 
intent .to subvert the laws treasonably, or by force. 
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And this design of force not appearing, all his other i64i. 

wicked practices cannot amount so high with me. 
" I find a more easy and more natural spring from 

whence to derive all his other [crimes than from an 

intent to bring in tyranny, and to make his own pos- 

terity, as well as us, slaves, as from revenge, from 

pride, from avarice,, and insolence of nature. 
"But, had this Irish army been proved, it would 

have diffused a complexion of treason over all. It 

would have been a withe, indeed, to bind all those 

other scattered and lesser branches, as it were, into a 

faggot of treason. 

" I do not say but the rest may represent hUn a man 
as worthy to die, but perhaps worthier than many 
a traitor. I do not say but they may justly direct us 
to enact that they shall be treason ^br the future. 

^'But God keep me from gimng judgment of death 
on any man^ and of ruin to his innocent posterity upon 
a law made a 'posteriori. Let the mark be set on the 
door where the plague is, and then let him that will 
enter die. 

"I know, Mr. Speaker, there is in Parliament a 
double power of life and death by bill, a judicial poweri 
and a legislative. The measure of the one is what is 
legally just; of the other, what is prudentially and 
politically fit for the good and preservation of the 
whole. 

" But these two, under favour, are not to be con- 
founded in judgment. We must not piece upon want 
of legality with matter of convenience, not the de- 
failance of prudential fitness with a pretence of legal 
justice. 

" To condemn my Lord of Strafford judicially, as 
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for treason, my cooscience Is not assured that the 
" matter will bear it. 

" And to do it by the legislative power, my reason, 
consultively, cannot agree to that, since I am persuaded 
neither the Lords nor the King will pass the bill, and, 
consequently, tliat our passing it will be a cause oF^ 
great divisions and combustions in the State. 

" And, therefore, my humble advice is : That, laying- 
aside this Bill of Attainder, we may think of another 
saving only life, such as may secure the State from my [ 
Lord of Strafford, without endangering, as much by j 
division concerning his punishment, as he hath en- ^ 
dangered it by his practices. 

" If this may not be hearkened unto, let me conclude, 
in saying, that unto you all which I have thoroughly 
inculcated to mine own conscience upon this occasion. 
Let every man lay his hand upon his heart and sadly 
consider what we are going to do with a breath, — 
either justice or murder. Justice on the one side, or 
murder, heightened and aggravated to its supremest 
extent. Me that commits murder with the sword of 
justice heightens that crime to the utmost. 

" Tlie danger being so great and the case so doubt- 
ful that I see the best lawyers in diametrical oppo- 
sition concerning it ; let every man wipe his heart as 
he doth his eyes when he would judge of a nice and 
subtle object. The eye, if it be pretincted with any 
colour, is vitiated in its discerning. Let us take heed 
of a blood-sliotten eye in judgment. 

" Let every man purge his heart clear of all passions 
(I know this great and wise body-politic can have 
none, but I speak to individtials, from the weakness 
which I find in myself), away vi'ith all personal 
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animosities, away with all flatteries to the people, in i64i. 
being the sharper against him because he is odious to 
them ; away with all fears, lest by the sparing his 
blood they may be incensed ; away with all such con- 
siderations as that it is not fit for a Parliament that 
one accused by it of treason should escape with life. 
" Let not former vehemence of any be against him, 

nor fear from thence that he cannot be safe while that 

man lives, be an ingredient in the sentence of any one 

of it 

" Of all these corruptions of judgment, Mr. Speaker, 

I do, before God, discharge myself to the uttermost of 

my power. 

" And do with a clear conscience wash my hands of 

this man's blood, by this solemn protestation, that my 

vote goes not to the taking of the Earl of Straj^ord s ItfeJ* 

If anything in the shape of reasoning could have 
changed the minds of the Commons, it must have been 
this. But their minds had been made up from the 
beginning, and before the trial, which was really only 
to them a compulsory form to be gone through, rather 
to ratify, than to obtain judgment. It is quite impos- 
sible, even when, as in the present case, all the first 
motives and grounds of action are good and imper- 
sonal, to make the death or destruction of another an 
object to be pursued with all the energy which the 
belief in such necessity requires, and yet to remain 
unmoved by personal feelings. The lofty course in- 
voked by Lord Digby had become unattainable to men 
who had worked for one end with such bummg zeal as 
Pym and St. John, and Maynard, and those whom they 
represented. Up to a certain point, impartiality may 
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be preserved, but, after tLat, comes not only tlic need 
of punishment i'or tlie accused, but of justification for 
the steps already taken against liim. It is quite pos- 
sible to chastise another and yet to love him. But 
tlien it must be for hia own good that the chastisement 
is inflicted. But when the culprit himself is ignored, 
or only regarded as a fit object of retribution, every 
blow is nerved by hatred, and all the more when the 
inflicter is not by nature cruel and morose, but, as 
Pym, indiiferent in nothing, sacrificing himself as 
readily as the smallest trifle in a cause at heart. Hia 
cause was indeed holy, the liberty and prosperity of 
his country. Of that, he believed Lord Strafford was 
the most potent enemy, and not only did he desire his 
death as a ueedful deliverance, but he hated him with 
all the intensity of his soul, because he beUeved him ao 
enemy. And that this personal hatred powerfully in- 
fluenced him " in the trial is as clear as daylight. It 
could not be otherwise. When he saw the condition 
of his beloved England miserable at home, despised 
abroad, when he thought of the fair promise blighted 
of early days, of Eliot dead in the very prime of life, 
the victim of that t}Tanny which had robbed the people 
of their dearest rights, and then beguiled from them 
the champion of their hopes, when he thought of all 
that Strafford might have been, and what he had been 
in the struggle, there need be no mystery in the relent- 
less bitterness manifested even by so good and great a 
man. For Pym was a man, not a goJ, and, as such, 
needs the sjune allowance for his faults and errors that 
is due also to Strafford. He was unjust to Strafford, 
both through his hatred and from his being greatly 
mistaken in verv much concerning him. His hatred 
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had allowed him to listen far too eagerly and credu- i64i. 
lously to the falsest tales, to attribute wrong mo^^es, 
and to close his ears to any good report. There Wno 
need for far inferior beings to do the same in the 
present case. 

In a passionate struggle, where incalculable interests 
hang on the balance, it is never to be wondered at that 
the combatants are carried by the excitement of their 
feelings far out of the realms of justice, of accuracy, 
and even of common humanity. But in history, pre- 
cisely as in existing causes carried on by living actors, 
it is the most solemn duty of the spectator who watches 
both sides, himself free from the blinding clouds of the 
storm, to examine with religious impartiality into the 
facts and causes of errors which have led to such 
mournful consequences. It is not for him to erect 
himself into a flatterer of one side, a slanderer of the 
other, and wholly destitute of the excuse of the mis- 
takes that really misled the original parties, or the 
burning sense of wrong that destroyed their powers of 
equity, to repeat with complacence the very falsehoods 
he is bound to expose. And justice must condemn the 
spirit in which the words of Lord Digby were received. 
If any proof were needed of the fact that passion and 
hatred, and not the high principles that alone ought to 
reign supreme in the highest tribunal of the kingdom, 
now governed the trial of Strafford, it is to be found in 
the treatment of Lord Digby . He certainly had a perfect 
right to express his opinion quite as freely as Pym. 
He was no friend of Lord Strafford, and had even been 
a foremost member of the committee for his trial. He 
had been as strongly prejudiced against him, as fully 
convinced that he had committed High Treason, and 
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peech, after the Act of Attainder was passed, was in i64i. 
self necessary to clear Lord Digby's name from par- 
cipation in that act. It is another proof of the 
ofitness of human beings, no matter how high their 
laracter, to be judges in any matter in which their 
issions are engaged, or to which they are individually 
partisan. 

Of course, the Bill of Attainder was passed on the 
lird reading. On the very day of Lord Digby's 
►eech it was carried by 204 against 59. It was then 
dered to be immediately engrossed, and sent up to 
e Lords by Pym, who was commanded to signify 
m much it concerned the Commonwealth to have 
is matter expedited, as also that the Commons would 
i ready to justify the legality of it - in a free con- 
rence when required by their lordships. 
All this time, the King had not shown himself 
dififerent. At the trial, he had daily attended incog- 
to in the private apartment prepared for him, and 
anifested so much interest as with his own hands to 
reak down the screen that concealed him from the 
isembled multitude, who, though well aware of his 
resence, were so much more absorbed by that of the 
risoner, that royalty in open daylight, and in loyal 
Ingland, almost literally went for nothing. 
But two days after the Bill of Attainder had passed 
he third reading, he gave a proof of his care for his 
evoted friend and servant by sendmg to him the fol- 
)wing letter, the most creditable performance existing 
•om his hand. Certainly, the lonely prisoner needed 
ach a solace. Mercy was the undoubted prerogative 
f the King. Without any breach of the law, he could, 
^en after the sentence of death was passed, interpose 
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1^1. and save the life of the worst criminal in his kingdom. 

~ And no human being could doubt that such a power 

would be eagerly asserted and maintained in the 

present case. Still, this written assurance must have 

carried comiort and certain hope to the prisoner. 

" The King to the Earl of Strafford. 

" Strafford, 

" The misfortune that is fallen upon you by the 
strange mistaking and conjuncture of these times being 
such that I must lay by the thought of employing you * 
hereafter in my affairs; yet I cannot satisfy myself 
in honour or conscience without assuring you (now in 
the midst of your troubles) that upon the word of a 
King, you shall not suffer in life, honour, or fortune. 
This is but justice, and therefore a very mean reward 
from a master to so faithful and able a servant as you 
have showed yourself to be. Yet, it is as much as I 
conceive the present times will permit, though none 
shall hinder me from being, ' 

" Your constant faithful Friend, 

" Charles R. 
" Whitehall, April 23, 1641." 

Since the passing of the Bill of Attainder, the rage 
of the populace against Strafford had increased. They 
literally thirsted for his blood. It was not those who 
had really suffered by him, such as the landholders of 
Ireland, who had lost by the conmiission for disputed 
titles, &c., who were the most clamorous. Outside 
the Houses of Parliament liis enemies were chiefly the 
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Qothinking multitude, who always kuut down a fallen i64i. 
minister, and whose fury was about as explicable and 
as well-founded as that of a pack of hounds in full cry* 
one bark being merely the echo of another, A petition 
was got up, signed by twenty thousand Londoners, 
recounting various grievances, and containing the fol« 
lowing sentence : — 

"Besides all which, from what strong and secret 
opposition the petitioners know not, they have not 
received what so much time and pains might give them 
cause to hope, but still incendiaries of the kingdoms 
and other notorious offenders remain unpunished. The 
affairs of the Church, notwithstanding many petitions 
concerning it, and long debate about it, remain un- 
settled ; the Papists still armed, the laws against them 
not executed, some of the most active of them still at 
Court ; priests and Jesuits not yet banished, the Irish 
popish army not yet disbanded, courts of justice not 
yet reformed, and the Earl of Straflbrd, who, as now 
appears, hath counselled the plundering of this city, 
and putting it to line and ransom, and said, ' it would 
never be well till some of the aldermen were hanged 
up,' because they would not yield to illegal levies of 
monies, had so drawn out and spent this time in his 
business, to the very great charge of the whole king- 
dom, and his endeavours to obtain yet more, all which 
makes us fear there may be practices now in hand to 
hinder the birth of your great endeavours, and that 
we lie under some more dangerous plot than we can 
discover. 

" And \^the petitioners) do humbly pray that their 
said grievances may be redressed, the causes of their 
fears removed, justice executed upon the said Elarl, 

TOL. n. B B 
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draw the people's hearts from the King, to set discord i64i. 
between the King and them, whereby the people 
should leave the King, should rise up against him to 
the death and destruction of the King." 

As examples, he brought up various cases during the 
wars of the Roses, in which the reigning king's title 
had been denied by individuals of the opposite party ; 
and, as if the cases were exactly parallel, Strafford 
was declared to have tried to disaffect the King and 
people by his counsels. " And," said St. John, " to 
counsel a King not to love his people is very un- 
natural. It goes higher (still) to hate them, to malice 
them in his heart, the highest expressions of malice to 
destroy them by war. These coals, they were cast 
upon his Majesty, they were blown, they could not 
kindle in that breast." 

He then quoted the words ascribed to Strafford in 
the articles, and said — 

" We shall leave it to your Lordships* judgments 
whether these words, counsels, and actions would not 
have been a sufficient evidence to have proved an 
indictment drawn up against him, as those before- 
mentioned and others are, that they were spoken and 
done to the intent to draw the King's heart from the 
people, and the affections of the people from the King, 
that they might leave the King and afterwards rise 
np against him, to the destruction of the King. If 
80, here is a compassing of the King's death 
Within the words of the statute of the 25th year of 
dward III., and that warranted by many former 

9lCID6Ilte» 

• Irayriihy disquisitioD, illustrated in this man- 
ly asserted that, after ^, a legal 

BBS 
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H4:. *!:>: r. yzi was not iiee«le»l in the ccmdenmation of Lord 

"• It hath often been incokated," he said, " that law 
makers should imitate the supreme lawgiver, who 
ei:»mmonlT warns before he strikes. The law was pro- 
molgateii before the judgment of death for gathering 
the sticks. No law, no transgression. 

" Mv Lonk, to this rule of law is Jirustra legis 
attxilmm iittocat, qui in legem committA^ firom the lex 
talionis. He that would not have had others to have 
a law. why should he have any himself? Why should 
not that be done to him that himself would have done 
to others? 

" It is true we give law to hares and deers, because 
thev be beasts of chase. It was never accounted 
either cruelty or foul play to knock foxes and wolves 
on the head, as they can be found, because these be 
beasts of prey. The warrener sets traps for polecats 
and other vermin, for preservation of the warren. 

" Further, my Lords, most dangerous diseases, if 
not taken in time, they kill. Errors in great things, as 
war and marriage, they allow no time for repentance. 
It would have been too late to make a law when there 
had been no law." 

What hope for any prisoner, even had he been per- 
fect in his innocence, when such sentiments as these 
were allowed to pass unchallenged, uncriticised, while 
the wise and most temperate reasoning of Lord Digby 
was treated as we have seen ! 

By mute gestures, Strafford gave expression to an 
indignant protest against such language as this, and 
though he must have kno^vn it to be in vain, as it is 
expressed, " that he might not seem wanting to him- 
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self," * he petitioned that he might be heard in defence i64i. 
against the Bill of Attainder. His request was refused. 
Still, he had one strong hope. He had the promise of 
the King that he should lose neither in life, honour, 
nor estate. Even if he lost his titles and estates, 
life, ever more precious as it becomes endangered, was 
safe. The law itself sanctioned the King in sparing 
that ; and the unpopularity Charles had so long braved 
for his own purposes, might well be borne to save the 
life of his friend. Not yet would the young children 
of the house of Wentworth be left orphans. A few 
years, indeed, and this must be their fate. But a few 
years would bring them to maturity. The son, to 
whom StraflFord had always taught that his proudest 
and most worthy duty was to guard and cherish his 
weaker sisters, would be a man able and rejoicing to 
protect the rest. 

That time arrived. Lord Strafford might gladly cast 
off "this rag of mortality worn out with numerous 
infirmities, which," as he had told the Lords, " if they 
tore into shreds, there was no great loss." And none, 
fettered as he was by ever-recurring attacks of bodily 
torment, but must often wearily long for the final 
peace. 

His affections, not his ambitions, it was that now 
bound him to the earth. 

The next day, the King went unexpectedly in per- 
son to the House of Lords, and having sent for the 
Commons, he thus addressed them : — 

♦ Nalson^fl CoUections, vol. ii, p. 186. 
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Yet, I cannot^ say I can clear him of misdemeanour. i64i. 
Therefore, I hope that you may find a way for to satisfy 
Justice and your own fears, and not to press upon my 
Conscience. My Lords, I hope you know what a tender 
tiing conscience is. Yet, I must declare unto you, 
ttat to satisfy my people, I would do great matters. 
But in this of conscience, no fear, no respect whatso- 
ever, shall make me go against it. Certainly, I have 
not so ill deserved of the Parliament, at this time, that 
they should press me in this tender point, and there- 
fore I cannot expect that you will go about it. 

" Nay, I must confess, for matters of misdemeanour, 
I am so clear in that, that though I will not chalk out 
the way, yet let me tell you, that I do think my Lord of 
Strafibrd is not fit hereafter to serve me or the com- 
monwealth in any place of trust ; no, not so much as 
to be a high constable. Therefore, I leave it to you, 
my Lords, to find some such way as to bring me out 
of this great straight, and keep yourselves and the 
kingdom from such inconveniences. Certainly, he 
that thinks him guilty of High Treason in his con- 
science, may condemn him of misdemeanour." 

Surely, this speech of the King was manly and to 
his credit. That he did not speak more strongly in 
behalf of his friend, and went even so far as to acknow- 
ledge him guilty of misdemeanour, may have been the 
most friendly act, as it was evidently done, not to go 
against Strafibrd, but to avoid provoking the jealousy 
of the Commons. As the King had said in his letter, 
it was as much as the present time would permit. 

But the words of Charles had become a mere mockery 
in the eyes of the people. Not only had he so ofl;en 
deceived them that were every word he now spoke 
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reasonable in itself, it wonld have turoed to aslies as 
coining from him, but here even lie could not refrain 
from palpable and useless lying. Were the memories of 
the Commons dead that ho could tell them boldly " his 
intention was ever to govern according to law and no 
otherwise?" But so it is. An habitual liar soon 
arrives at the point in which sin becomes disease, and 
he will tell falsehoods when they are not only useless 
but positively injurious to himself. But even with tills 
unfortunate slip in it, we must look on this speech of 
Charles as coming from his better self. 

But had it been perfect in wisdom and in truth, it 
would have had no better effect. The only result of 
any attempt to soften the Commons was to enrage 
them the more. AVhen the King had finisbed, they 
returned to their own House, and mth long cries of 
"Adjourn! Adjourn!" refused to discuss his pro- 
posals. " All that the King got by this free declara- 
tion of himself in favour of the earl," says a contem- 
porary, " was to lose much of the affections of the 
people, whether he should pass the Bill or deny it. 
For if he passed it, then it was to be imputed to the 
necessity of his affairs, not his inclinations to the good 
of his subjects ; and if he denied it, then it must have 
been esteemed a denial of justice to his people." 

Strafford himself, too well comprehended the spirit 
that was now abroad, and hoard of the King's speech, 
which had been made without his concurrence, with 
the darkest forebodings. He felt truly that nothing 
could save him but the reftisal of the King to pass the 
Bill of Attainder, or in the exercise of his regal pre- 
rogative to grant a pardon. 

The King's speech was made on Saturday, and on 
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the following Monday a band of about six thousand of i64i. 
the London roughs assembled in Palace Yard, and 
posting themselves at all the entrances to the Houses 
of Parliament, assailed the Lords as they entered, with 
loud shouts of " Justice ! Execution ! " When the 
coach of Lord Arundel arrived, some of the mob 
stepped up to the windows and told him insolently that 
justice they had already : execution they desired and 
would have it. 

Arundel replied that they should have justice if they 
would have patience. They answered, no, they had 
already had too much patience, longer they would not 
stay, and before he parted from them they would have 
a promise of execution. He told them he was going 
to the House for that purpose, and that he would en- 
deavour to content them. 

On this some of them cried : " We will take his 
word for once," and then with great difficulty he made 
his way to the House. 

The Lords sat till noon, when most of them returned 
home by water to avoid the crowd. But when the 
Lord Chamberlain and the Earl of Bristol, less pru- 
dent, came out to their coaches, they were instantly 
surrounded by ruffians, who especially clamoured at 
Lord Bristol, crying, " For you my Lord of Bristol, 
we know you are an apostate from the cause of Christ, 
and our mortal enemy. We do not, therefore, crave 
justice from you, but shall shortly crave justice upon 
you, and your false son, the Lord Digby." 

Besides this, they obtained a list of the members 
who had voted against the Bill of Attainder in the 
Commons, and placarded it in Old Palace Yard, with 
the title attached of ** Enemies of Justice and Straf- 
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fordiatis," with the menace " that these and all other . 
~ enemies of the commonwealth shall perish with 
Strafford." 

A petition was also eeut up to the Lords, ■ saying, 
that the people had just heard that the Tower was to 
receive a hundred new men who were not, accord- 
ing to custom, drawn from the Tower Hamlets, 
and that the captain being a confident of the Earl of 
Strafford, their fears for the safety of the King and 
country were greatly increased, and also lest some 
plan should be formed for the escape of the Earl of 
Strafford. They, therefore, prayed that the matter 
might be investigated, and also that speedy execution 
of justice inigiit be done upon the Earl of Strafford. I 

On receiving this, the Lords sent six of their i 
number to the Tower to make inquiries, and found 
that the King had sent orders to Sir William Balfour 
to receive an additional garrison, chosen by him in 
order to defend the Tower if need be against the in- 
creasmg rabble. Tiie Lords then ordered Balfour to 
receive no new men except by their orders, and to \ 
refuse the King's garrison if it should come. They ' 
then informed the Commons of this, and at the same 
time told them that the passing of the Bill of Attainder 
was really hindered by the mob, who prevented them 
from freely debating the subject. On this, the Commons 
contrived to disperse the mob, and having appointed a 
committee to inquire into what seemed to them the 
suspicious appearance of the King's order to place new 
men in the Tower, a plot was reported, involving the 
King hhiiself, for obtaining possession of the Tower. 
■ Balfour also said that Strafford had endeavoured to 
bribe him to let lum escape, promising him the King's 
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pardon and £22,000, besides a good match for his son. 1641. 
This plot was denied, both by the King and others, 
and the King at once withdrew his order for the new 
men, whom he said he had only desired on account of 
the disturbed state of the city. There would have 
been no great harm, nor anything unjustifiable, if Straf- 
ford had tried to save his life and the King to help 
him. But notwithstanding the words of Balfour, there 
are two strong arguments in favour of the truth of the 
denial. 

1. Why did not Balfour at once inform the Parlia- 
ment of these'attempts to tamper with him ? Why leave 
it for a mob to give the first information ? 

2. On the very day that Lord Strafibrd is said to 
have proposed this matter to Balfour, he wrote his 
famous letter to the King. 

After all the assurances of Charles, it was impos- 
sible for Strafibrd to believe that he would desert him. 
But as ever since the day he had undertaken to serve 
the King, he had fulfilled his pledge to the very letter, 
80 now, at this dark and dangerous hour, he would still 
be true. He knew the manner in which the King was 
beset, and that having tied himself by a prpmise, he 
could not comply with the demands of the furious men 
who clamoured for blood — even if he would. If he 
would? Did Strafibrd ponder on that possibility? 
Could his idolized firiend and master wish to break the 
bond by which he had bound liimself to preserve the 
man who had sacrificed all for him ? No. That could 
never be. To him, in prison and alone, it had been 
well indeed to send the letter as a reminder of what a 
rock he had to lean on through all tilings. But in a 
lofty friendship what need of written words ? As the 
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the greatest of all tests, the test of perfect freedom. ^^^• 
.And thus he wrote to Charles. 



Lord Strafford to the King. 

" May it please your sacred Majesty. 

" It hath been my greatest grief in all these troubles 
to be taken as a person which should endeavour to 
xepresent and set things amiss between your Majesty 
9dA your people, and to give counsels tending to the 
disquiet of the three kingdoms. 

" Most true it is (that this mine own private con- 
dition considered) it had been a great madness (since 
tiirough your gracious favour I was so provided) as not 
to expect in any kind to mend my fortune or please my 
mind more than by resting where your bounteous hands 
had placed me. 

" Nay, it is most mightily mistaken, for unto your 
Majesty it is well known my poor and humble advices 
concluded still in this, that your Majesty and your 
people could never, never, be happy till there were a 
right understanding betwixt you and them, and that no 
odier means were left to effect and settle this happi- 
ness, but by the council and assent of your Parliament, 
or to prevent the growing evils of this State, but by 
entirely putting yourself in this last resort, upon the 
loyalty and good affections of your English subjects. 

" Yet such is my misfortune, that this truth findeth 
little credit ; yea, the contrary seemeth generally to be 
believed, and myself reputed as one who endeavoured 
to make a separation between you and your people. 
Under a heavier censure than this I am persuaded no 
gentleman can suffer. 
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164L " Now, I understand the minds of men are more and 
more incensed against me, notwithstanding your Ma- 
jesty hath declared, that in your princely opinion I am 
not guilty of treason, and that you are not satisfied in 
your conscience to pass the BilL 

'* This bringeth me in a very great streight. There is 
before me the ruin of my children and family, hitherto 
untouched, in all the branches of it, with any foul 
crime. Here are before me the many ills which may 
befal your sacred person and the whole kingdom, 
should yourself and Parliament part less satisfied one 
with the other than is necessary for the preservation 
both of King and people. Here are before me the 
things most valued, most feared by mortal men, Life 
or Death. 

" To say. Sir, that there hath not been a strife in me, 
were to make me less man than, God knoweth, my in- 
firmities make me ; and to call a destruction upon my- 
self and young chiklren (where the intentions of my 
heart at least have been innocent of the great offence) 
may be believed, will find no easy consent from flesh 
and blood. 

" But, witli much sadness, I am come to a resolution 
of that which I take to be best becoming me, and to 
look upon it as that which is most principal in itself, 
which, doubtless, is the prosperity of your sacred per- 
son, and the commonwealth, things infinitely before any 
private man's interest. 

" And therefore, in few words, as I put myself 
wholly upon the honour and justice of my peers, so 
clearly as to wish your Majesty might please to have 
spared that declaration of yours on Saturday last, and 
entirely to have left me to their lordships, so now, to 
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set your Majesty's conscience at liberty, I do most i64i. 
humbly beseech your Majesty, for prevention of evils, 
which may happen by your refusal, — to pass this Bill, 
and by this means to remove (praised be to God) I 
cannot say this accursed (but I confess, this unfortunate) 
thing forth of the way towards that blessed agreement, 
which God, I trast, shall ever establish between you 
and your subjects. Sir, my consent shall more acquit 
you herein to God than all the world can do besides. 
To a willing man there is no injury done, and, as by 
God's grace I forgive all the world, with a calmness 
and meekness of infinite contentment to my dislodging 
80ul, so. Sir, to you I can give the life of this world 
with all the cheerfulness imaginable in the just acknow- 
ledgment of your exceeding favours ; and only beg 
that in your goodness, you would vouchsafe to cast your 
gracious regard upon my poor son and his three sisters, 
less or more, and no otherwise than as their (in present) 
unfortunate father may hereafter appear more or less 
guilty of this death. 

" God long preserve your Majesty. 

" Your Majesty's most faithful and humble 
Subject and Servant, 

" Strafford. 
" Tower, May 4, 1641." 

Had the Lords followed their own opinions and 
wishes they would have rejected the Bill of Attainder. 
But this they dared not do. Still, in order to escape 
the responsibility of the act, they applied to the judges, 
for their opinion on its legality. The judges would at 
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;Li5 n Id-en: no m«>re bare dared to decide against it 
thiirL r LiTc challefiged the Commons to combat. As 
a riancr ot oi'CRe, the Lord Chief Justice of the 
Kr-.T > Bench, in his own name and that of his col- 
kagnvs. ieliTer^ it as their nnanimons opinion : " that 
iip.'G aZ :har which their lt[»dships haTe voted to he 
priTc^i ihe Earl of Straff<»d doth deserve to undergo 
the p^aLns a&i torteimres of High Treason." * 

As an opinion in law, this decision is about as Tah- 
abie as iLa:, also of the judges, which decided against 
HaQip«i«rn in the case of ship-^noney. But times had 
cian^i >ince then. 

ypching now remained to delay the Lords, and oa 
Saturday, the Sth of May, they passed the Bill of 
Attainder by a majority of seven, twenty-six voting 
tor ii againsi nineteen who opposed it. 

Alone between Strafford and the block stood the 
Kirg. Was it possible that he could hesitate as to 
his '.iury in this matter ? For matters of temper, of 
inocey, : t p-owen again and again, he had braved all 
opp-csition. He had repeatedly set aside the law,— 
dev laring himself accountable to God alone. Only a 
tew davs a^ro. to the assembled Parliament, he had 
solemnly pronounced Lord Strafford not guilty of Hi^ 
Treason. He had dwelt on the tenderness of con- 
science, told them that this was a case of conscience, 
and that, as such, no respect whatever should make 
him ^^ a^rainst him. 

Besides, there was his word to Strafford liimseK 
That the magnanimity of the noble prisoner had un- 
bound him firom every tie, except that of the conscience 
on which he so impressively dwelt, did in no shadow 

• Kakon, iL, p. 19i 
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of a d^ree alter his position. His promise was the i64i. 
mere messenger of honour, and the return of the 
messenger left the honour the same. His position was 
iwt altered The desperate alternative of death or 
amrender had not arrived The consequences of faith 
and valour were such as a man of very moderate 
courage might have braved. But Charles hesitated. 
He told the Lords he would give his answer on 
Monday. All Sunday was spent by this miserable 
creature in debating, whether or no he should with his 
own hand seal the death of his dearest and most 
devoted friend, whose very sins had been committed 
with the mistaken view of serving him, who had been 
trae through all things, true even in the dark valley of 
the shadow of death ! 

He applied to various advisers and sent for the 
Lord Chamberlain, for the judges and the bishops. 
They were too much afraid of the mob to utter a word 
for the earl. The Lord Chamberlain told the King, 
that if he denied the people, it would be construed that 
he loved his enemies and hated his friends, and that if 
he did not speak comfortably to his people, they would 
desert him, which would be worse than all the evils 
that had befallen him in his life. Then he showed 
him how he might ease his conscience by casting all 
the responsibility on the judges. Taking up the Bible, 
this precious adviser opened it at the 19th of 2 Chron- 
icles, and read from the 5th to the 8th verse to his 
royal client. 

" And he set judges in the land throughout all the 
fenced cities of Judah, city by city. 

" And said to the judges : take heed what ye do, 
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18 but one end to hesitation in such matters. The i64i. 
man who does not start back with inborn horror and 
shame at the bare thought of treachery and desertion, 
in the hour of danger, to a friend or a cause, needs no 
tempter to urge him down the path of dishonour. 
And so it proved with Charles. 
On the appointed Monday, the usher of the Black 
Rod came to the House of Lords, to tell them that 
the King had consented to pass the Bill of Attainder. 

Notwithstanding the great pressure of public opinion 
and all that had been done to ensure the earl's death, 
that the King would pass the Bill was not believed. 
That he should do it without a deadly battle, without 
striking a blow, or maintaining even an attitude of 
resistance, overwhelmed all men with astonishment. 
Even the usher who brought the intelUgence to the 
Lords was so bewildered, that he forgot his Black 
Rod and appeared without his insignia of oflBce. 

It was at first intended that the King should come 
in person to the House of Lords, to give his assent to 
the Bill. But that he should avoid this was not 
wonderful. He therefore granted a commission for 
giving his assent. As he signed the paper, that was 
to consign the earl to the scafibld, the tears gathered 
in his eyes, and he declared that Lord Strafford s con- 
dition was happier than his own. It was true, indeed. 
Then the Bill of Attainder, with the name of 
Charles affixed, was carried to the House of Lords, 
and the Commissioners seated between the throne and 
the Woolsack waited the arrival of the Commons, who 
were summoned to hear their victory. When they 
had arrived with the Speaker, the clerk of the Parlia- 
Baent kneeling, presented the commission, to which 

2 
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i«i. was attached the Bill of Attainder. The clerk of th^ 
Crown read the Bill^ and the clerk of the Parliament 
pronounced the royal assent 

And thus was completed the last act of the trial. 

But it was not in human nature even now to re- 
nounce a feint hope, Denzil HoUes was one of the 
must zealous and popular members of the House of 
Commons. He had consistently opposed the encroach- 
ments of the King, and among the party represented 
by Pvm and Hampden, &c., he held a prominent place. 
But as he was not only the friend, but the brother-in- 
law of Lord Strafford, being the brother of the Lady 
Arabella, the earl's second wife, the propriety had been 
recognised of his taking no part in the trial, and when- 
ever that question came on, he left the House. For 
him the King now sent, and asked him if nothing 
could be done to save the life of his brother-in-law. 

Holies told him that he had perfect legal power to 
grant the Earl a reprieve and save him that way, but 
he proposed a plan that he thought would be still 
better. This was, for Strafford to send him a petition 
for a short reprieve in order to arrange his affairs 
before death. This petition Charles was to take in 
person to the House of Lords, and laying it before 
them propose to commute the sentence to banishment. 
Meanwhile, Holies would not lose a moment in exerting 
his utmost influence in Parliament to persuade the 
members to consent. 

This plan was then agreed on, and Holies hurried 
eagerly to his task. There seemed a prospect of 
success. His political position gave him a great 
advantage, while his friendship with Strafford afforded 
him authority to speak. He assured the members that 
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if Strafford were spared, he would follow a different i64i. 
course for the future. His eyes had been opened and 
he would become of infinite value to the Common- 
wealth. He would feel grateful for their mercy and 
well repay it. And as a faithful servant, he would be 
of far more use, than as an example of vengeance in 
so many doubtful points of law. 

The words of Holies rapidly made impression, and 
the opinion of his contemporaries is, that he would 
have succeeded and the Earl been saved, had the King 
remained steadfast to his part of the plan. But it was 
a very frequent practice with Charles to ask advice^ to 
form a project, and promise to follow a certam course. 
Then, while the other parties were acting upon this 
and incurring the responsibilities involved in it, 
suddenly, without their knowledge, to strike into a 
totally different path, and thus bring feilure and dis- 
appointment in place of success. In such an awful 
crisis as the present, it might have been supposed that 
even the most unstable resolution would have been firm. 
It seems incredible that the King could turn aside. 
Yet so it was. 

While Holies with trembling eagerness and newly 
awakened hope was pleading and persuading, pro- 
mising and convincing those whose sense of victory 
was also likely to render them more favourable, the 
Queen, with her usual ill-timed and mischievous inter- 
ference, came to represent the danger to the King. 
Little did she care for Strafford, whose on]y distin- 
guishing characteristic in her eyes, had been his finely 
formed white hands. What ! — was it to be borne that 
she and her children should be put in any risk, for the 
sake ot a man who was nothing at all in her eyes 1 
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164L With petulant tears she had recourse to that most 
common weapon of women who, in other respects can 
j«x)ve themselves very selfish mothers indeed — ^lier 
children. Like thousands of worldly beings, wb(^ 
would never dream of sacrificing their own vanities^ 
or selfish tempers and propensities to the real good of 
their offspring, she clamorously urged her husband 
to renounce the highest and most solenm duties to 
thk excuse. She soon conquered. Instead of sending 
to Strafford to prepare his petition for him to take to 
the Parliament, the King, setting entirely aside the 
plan on which Holies was so hopefully engaged, and 
without even letting him know of his changed mind, 
wrote to the House of Lords. 

In the first part of the epistle, he tried to satisfy 
the voice of that conscience of which he had talked 
so piously, and which through all refiised to sleep in 
silence. But bv the imutterablv shameful termination 
and the still more cold and cowardly postscript, he 
deUberatelv renounced the cause of Strafford, and 
with his own hand blotted out the last faint signal of 
hope. 

The yoimg Prince of Wales, in person, brought the 
letter to the House of Lords. Those who knew the 
plan of Holies, and were waiting the arrival of the 
King with the petition, prepared to second his pro- 
mised proposal, gave up their last trust as they listened 
to the following words : — 
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The King to the House of Peers* 

" My Lords, 

" I did yesterday satisfy the justice of the king- 
dom, by passing the Bill of Attainder against the Earl 
of Strafford. But mercy being as inherent, as insepar- 
able to a King as justice, I desire at this time, in some 
measure, to shew that likewise, by suffering that un- 
fortunate man to fulfil the natural course of his life in 
a close imprisonment. Yet so, if ever he make the 
least offer to escape, or offer directly or indirectly to 
meddle in any sort of public business, especially with 
me, either by message or letter, it shall cost him his 
life, without further process. This, if it may be done 
without the discontentment of my people, will be an 
unspeakable contentment to me. To which end, as in 
the first place, I by this letter, do earnestly desire your 
approbation, and to endear it more, have chosen him 
to carry it, that of all your house is most dear to me. 
So I desire, that by a conference, you will endeavour 
to give the House of Commons contentment, assuring 
you that the exercise of mercy is no more pleasing to 
me than to see both Houses of Parliament consent, for 
my sake, that I should moderate the severity of the 
law in so important a case. 

" I will not say that your complying with me in this 
my intended mercy, shall make me more willing, but 
certainly 'twill make me more cheerful, in granting 
your just grievances. 

^^ But, if no less than his life can satisfy my pec^le, 
I must say, Fiat Justitia. 

* Nakon's CoUcctJang, yoL L, pi 197. 
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1641. " Thus again recommending the consideration of my 
intention to you, I rest 

" Your unalterable and affefctionate friend, 

" Chakles R. 
" Whitehall, May 11, 1641. 

" If he must die, it were charity to reprieve him till 
Saturday." 

Twice this letter was read before the Lords. It 
simply confirmed the surrender, and showed the pro- 
moters of the Bill how completely they had won. An 
answer was at once returned to the King " that neither 
of the two intentions expressed in the letter could 
with duty m them, or without danger to himself, his 
dearest consort the Queen, and all the young princes 
their children, possibly be advised." 

Henrietta Maria must have been contented indeed, 
especially when the King, in reply to this message, 
said : — 

" What I intended by the letter was with an if— 
if it might be done without discontentment of my 
people: if that cannot be, I say again, the same I 
writ : fiatjustitia. My other intention proceeding out 
of charity for a few days' respite, was upon certain 
information that his estate was so distracted, that it 
necessarily required some few days for settlement 
thereof" 

To this the twelve lords, who had waited on his 
Majesty with the answer to his letter, replied with an 
intimation on a subject on which he had not troubled 
himself. 
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From the enemies of Strafford came the first sym- 1641. 
pathy with his agonising anxieties for his children. 

They told the King, " that their purpose was to be 
suitors to his Majesty for favour to be shewed to the 
Earl of Strafford's innocent children, and if himself 
had made any provision for them the same might 
hold." This was of course pleasing to his Majesty, 
and with mutual courtesies the King and Lords sepa- 
rated. 

A better comment on the conduct of Charles cannot 
be given than in the language of the first of modem 
biographers. Who will not endorse his words ? 

" It is a sorry ofiBce to plant the foot on a worm so 
crushed and writhing as the wretched King, who 
signed the letter, for it was one of the few crimes of 
which he was in the event thoroughly sensible, and 
friend has for once co-operated with foe in the steady 
application to it of the branding iron. There is, in 
truth, hardly any way of relieving ' the damned spot ' 
of its intensity of hue, even by distributing the con- 
centrated infamy over other portions of Charles's cha- 
racter. 

" The reader who has gone through the preceding 
details of Strafford's life can surely not suggest any. 
For when we have convinced ourselves that this ' un- 
thankful King ' never really loved Strafford ; that in 
his refusals to award those increased honours, for which 
his minister was a petitioner on the avowed ground of 
the royal interest, may be discerned the petty triumph 
of one who dares not dispense with the services thrust 
upon him, but revenges himself by withholding their 
well- earned reward ; still does the blackness accumu- 
late to bafide our efforts. The paltry tears he is said 
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ii^i. to have sLtrd onlv bom that blackness in. If his after- 
conduct, indeed, had been different, he might have 
availed himself of one excuse — but that the man, who, 
in a few short months, proved that he could make so 
resolute a stand somewhere, should have judged this 
event no occasion for attempting it, is either a crow- 
ing infamy or an infinite consolation, according as we 
may judge wickedness or weakness to have preponder- 
ated in the constitution of Charles L" * 

It is true. The relationship of blood is independent 
of the will, and the discords and alienations that often 
there take place may be the unavoidable consequence 
of unsympathetic temperaments struggling in a com- 
pulsory tie. But friendship, resting as it does on free 
election, drawing in the soul of another by the volun- 
teered promises of a mutual choice, is a reli^on in 
itself whose claims are so solenm, whose duties so holy 
and so clear to every one of us, that all human nature 
rises in indignant protest against the profane breaker 
of its sacred laws. And thus it is that nothing in the 
whole life of Charles, not his broken promises to his 
Parliaments — his cruelties to the Puritan ministers— 
his plunder of his people — the blood poured out like 
water in the civil wars — have together made such an 
impression on the whole civilised world as his conduct 
to Lord Strafford. It stands alone in its infemy. 
Nothing can lighten it, nothing soften it Time itself 
has been powerless to bid it fade from the memory, 
and down the ages to come the same true instinct of 
mankind, will sink the more common and less memor- 
able sins of the tyrant King, beneath the ineffsu^eable 
^ and blasting shame of the perjured FriendL 

* Forster's Britiab Statesmen, toL L, p. 403L 
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When the King had put his hand to the last form i64i. 
of the law, the officers of the Parliament proceeded 
to the Tower to bear the intelUgence to the prisoner. 
As Charles had never replied to his letter, or informed 
him of the part he had acted, Strafford was taken by 
surprise, and when told to prepare for death, he asked 
if the King had really passed the Bill of Attainder. 
When they told him that it was true indeed, that it 
was the King's own hand that decided his death, a 
pang of mortal agony, such as needs a soul intense as 
his own to comprehend, thrilled through all his frame. 
As if to hold down the tide of wild emotion that came 
surging upward, he pressed his right hand upon his 
heart, and from his lips burst forth the cry of tortured ^ 
love and confidence betrayed : — 

" Put not your trust in princes, nor in the sons of 
men, for in them there is no salvation." 

Death was a very light matter now. 

No record remains of any intercourse either by word 
or letter between Strafford and the King after this — 
not even the trace of a farewell. 

Another day only was left, the 12th of May being 
appointed for the execution of the sentence. Those 
days were employed by the Earl in his cares for his 
children. 

The promise of the Parliament to ameliorate that 
part of the doom of High Treason which confiscates 
every possession, and would have stripped the young 
Wentworths of all, was kindly conveyed to their father, 
and was now the greatest earthly consolation that 
could be afforded him, and of his few remaining hours 
he snatched time to write the following letter of thanks 
to the Lords : — 
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The Earl of Strafford to the House of Peers.* 

" Seeing it is the good will and pleasure of God 
yonr petitioner is now shortly to pay that duty which 
we all owe to our frail nature ; he shall in all Christian 
patience and charity conform and submit himself to 
your justice in a comfortable assurance of the great 
hope laid up for us in the mercy and merits of our 
Saviour, blessed for ever. Only he humbly craves to 
return jour Lordships most humble thanks ior your 
noble compassion towards those innocent children, 
whom now, with his last blessing, he must commit to 
the care of Almighty God, beseeching your Lordships 
to finish his pious intentions towards them, and de- 
siring that the reward thereof may be fultiUed in you 
by Iiim that is able to give, above all, that we are able 
to ask or think, wherein I trust the Honourable House 
of Commons will afford their Christian assistance. And 
so beseeching your Lordships charitably to forgive all 
his omissions and infirmities, he doth verily, heartily, 
and tndy recommend your Lordships to the mercies of 
our Heavenly Father, and that for His goodness He 
may perfect you in every good work. Amen," 

Sir George Radcliffe was appointed by the dying 
Earl his executor, and the guardian of his children. 
In Radelifi'e he could entirely trust. Through life none 
had loved him more. Stratford's affection Radcliffe, to 
his last hour, declared to have been " a treasure which 
no earthly thing would countervail ; he was such a 
friend as never man within the compass of my know- 
ledge had : so excellent a friend, and so much mine." 

Wandesfbrde had felt the same. He could not love 
Strafford more than Radcliffe did, but his bodily frame 
* Nalsoii's Collections, vol. ii., p. 196. 
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Was less able to bear the blow, and, as we have seen, i64i. 
ie sank beneath the prospect of hid loss. 

Whatever were the faults of Lord Strafford, and in 
this record of him no attempt has been made to conceal 
or disguise them, there must has been much that was 
very glorious in his nature to kindle in others such a 
life-long, such a deathless affection. Perhaps, a part of it 
was that the love of Strafford himself was not of the ex- 
acting, jealous kind that watches for payment, and plays 
the part of a tyrant even over its object. No. Where- 
ever his heart reigned, all his imperiousness vanished 
like a tale that is told. That haughty and overpowering 
pride, which elsewhere was his curse, seemed a thing 
heard of, not seen. Whom he loved he longed to 
bless. " He never," said Radcliffe, " had anything in 
his possession or power which he thought too dear for 
his friends. He was never weary to take pains for 
them, or to employ the utmost of his abilities in their 
service. No fear, trouble, or expence deterred him 
from speaking or doing anything which tlie occasions 
of his friends required. He was never forgetful, nor 
needed to be solicited to do or procure any courtesy 
which he thought useful for or desired by his friends. 
In his hands their interests were safer than in their 
own. 

** God knows," adds Radcliffe, bitterly, " whether he 
was repaid again with the like kindness and fidelity." 

By Radcliffe — ^yes. He well merited the trust 
bestowed, and proved a parent to the children confided 
to his care. He did not leave his friend to quit the 
world of earth without a fond farewell. " Dear 
George," as Lord Strafford called him, now wrote the 
following letter : — 
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i«i. »Sir Geritye Badcliffe to the Earl of Strafford. 

" God's ann is not shortened, nor his compassioD 
straightened, but He knows what is good for us, and 
out of His infinite mercy makes aU things work for the 
best to them that k>Te him. Happy are we, if onr 
light affliction, which is bat for a moment, work for us 
a fu* more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

^* I am most confident that you have (and still do) 
diligently examined yonr conscience and whole life 
past; and by true repentance and lively faith made 
your peace with God in the blood of Christ Jesus. 
Having judged yourself^ you shall not be judged ; and 
yet chastened of the Lord, that you may not be con- 
denmed with the world. Grod makes you conformable 
to our blessed Saviour in sufferings ; you have foUowed 
him in many of the same steps ; you shall doubtless be 
glorified with him. 

" I shall account it no loss if I do now shortlv attend 
your blessed soul into the state of rest and happiness. 
But whatsoever small remainder of time God shall 
vouchsafe me in this world, my purpose is to employ it 
chieflv in the ser\^ce of vour children, the onlv means I 
have to testif\* mv sense and acknowledomient of that 
great debt of duty and thankfulness to your memory, 
which I must be ever paying, but can never discharge. 

'' I most humbly beg your charity to my wife, your 
blessing to my son, your pardon to myself for all my 
negligences, ignorances, and infirmities. 

" The Father of all mercies and Grod of all consola- 
tion be your peace and everlasting comfort." 

This letter put to rest the last fears of Strafford for 
his children. He had the satisfaction of knowing that 
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the grinding pangs of poverty, at least, would not be 1643 
theirs. His wife had always treated them as her own. 
Motherless, therefore, he would not consider them. 
And though he had no reason whatever to doubt that 
their numerous relations would also be kind to them, 
still the feeling that Radcliffe lived was better than all 
beside. 

Then Lord Strafford wrote the following most beau- 
tiful and touching letter of advice to his son, reserving 
his last words for his good and faithful Radcliffe :— 

The Earl of Strafford to his only son^ William* 

"My DEAREST Will, 

" These are the last lines that you are to receive 
from a father that tenderly loves you. I wish there 
were a greater leisure to impart my mind unto you, 
but our merciful God will supply all things by his 
grace, and guide and protect you in all your ways. 
To whose infinite goodness I bequeath you ; and there- 
fore be not discouraged, but serve him, and trust in 
him, and he will preserve and prosper you in all 
things. 

" Be sure you give all respect to my wife, that hath 
ever had a great love unto you, and therefore will be 
well becoming you. Never be a wanting in your love 
and care to your sisters, but let them ever be most 
dear unto you. For this will give others cause to 
esteem and respect you for it, and is a duty that you 
owe them in the memory of your excellent mother and 
myself. Therefore your care and affection to them 

* Straflfoid Papers, ii., 416. 
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ir^i. most he the xerv same that yon are to have of your- 
' 8el£ Afid the like r^;azd must tou have to your 
youngest sister ; for, indeed, yon owe it her also, both 
for her father and mother's sake. Sweet Will, be 
careful to take the advice of those friends, which are 
by me desired to advise you for your education* Serve 
God diligently, morning and evening, ^id recommend 
yourself unto him, and have him before your eyes in 
all your ways. 

^' With patience, hear the instructicms of those friends 
I leave with you, and diligently follow their counsel. 
For till you come by time to have experience in the 
world, it will be far more safe to trust to their judg- 
ments than vour own. 

" Lose not the time of your youth^ but gather those 
seeds of virtue and knowledge, whkJi may be of use to 
yourself and comfort to your friends for the rest of 
your life. And that this may be the better effected, 
attend thereunto with patience, and be sure to correct 
and refrain vourself from an^i^er. 

" Suffer not sorrow to cast you down, but with 
cheerfulness and good courage go on the race you 
have to run, in all sobrietv and trutL Be sure with 
an hallowed care to have respect to all the command- 
ments of God, and give not yourself to neglect them in 
the least things, lest by degrees you come to forget 
them iQ the greatest For the heart of man is deceitful 
above all things. And in all your duties and devotions 
towards God, rather perform them joyfully than pen- 
sively ; for God loves a cheerful giver. 

" For your religion, let it be directed according to 
that which shall be taught by those which are in God's 
Church, the proper teachers ; therefore, rather than that 
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you ever either fancy one to yourself or be led by men i64i. 
that are singular in their own opinions, and delight to 
go ways of their own finding out. For you will cer- 
tainly find soberness and truth in the one, and much 
unsteadiness and vanity in the other. The King, I 
trust, will deal gi-aciously with you, restore you those 
honours and that fortune which a distempered time 
hath deprived you of, together with the life of your 
father, which I rather advise might be a new gift and 
creation firom himself than by any other means, to the 
end you may pay the thanks to him without having 
obligation to any other. 

" Be sure to avoid as much as you can to inquire 
after those that have been sharp in their judgments 
towards me, and I charge you never to suffer thought 
of revenge to enter your heart ; but be careful to be 
informed who were my friends in this prosecution, and 
to them apply yourself to make them your firiends also, 
and on such you may rely, and bestow much of your 
conversation among them. 

" And God Almighty of his infinite goodness, bless 
you and your children's children ; and his same good- 
ness bless your sisters in like manner, perfect you in 
every good work, and give you right understanding in 
all things. Amen. 

" Your most loving Father, 

" T. Wentworth. 



C( 



Tower, this 11th of May, 1641." 



One most deep and galling pain was still reserved 
for Strafibrd. To these his latest hours he was pur- 
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bility is that it never reached him, as the letter itself is i64i. 
the only evidence of its having been written, and it was 
not found among Strafford's papers. 

And now the spring day drew towards its close. In 
another part of the Tower, Laud awaited his trial. 
How strange was the destiny that in life and death had 
linked together beings so opposite ! Laud was quite 
an old man now, while Strafford was in the very prime 
of his manhood. Yet but a few short months separated 
them from the same untimely doom. Strafford now 
asked the Lieutenant of the Tower if he might not 
once more see his old friend and exchange a few 
parting words. 

** Not without an order from the Parliament," was 
the reply. 

"Mr. Lieutenant," said Strafford, "you shall hear 
what passeth between us. It is not* a time for me to 
plot treason, or for him to plot heresy." 

The Lieutenant told him he might petition Par- 
liament for that favour. 

" No," said Strafford, with a flash of his native 
pride, '' I have gotten my despatch from them, and will 
trouble them no more. I am now petitioning a higher 
court, where neither partiality can be expected nor 
error feared." He then turned round to the Arch- 
bishop of Armagh, who was with him, and said : " But, 
my Lord, what I would have spoken to his Grace of 
Canterbury is this : You shall desire the Archbishop 
to lend me his prayers this night, and to give me his 
blessing when I go abroad to-morrow, and to be in his 
window, that, by my last farewell, I may give him 
thanks for this and all his former favours." 

At once, Armagh left the room to carry the message 

9 D 2 
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1641. of StraflFord to the poor old Archbishop. He soon 
returned with the answer of Laud. " That, in con- 
science, he was bound to do the first, and in duty and 
obligation to do the last, but that he feared his weak- 
ness and passion would scarce lend him eyes to behold 
his last departure." 

*' Alas ! Life's little space forbids, 

My friend, our lengthened wish to greet 
Soon night wiU press thy weary lids, 
And shades thy fleeting spirit meet" 

Lord Strafibrd did not forget his servants. The 
exceedingly short time allowed him rendered it im- 
possible for him to write to all he wished. But he 
still thought of others, and, fearing lest Guildford 
Slingsby, his private secretary might be in some danger, 
he hurriedly wrote a few lines, telling him to leave the 
country awhile, and " though never so innocent," to 
remain abroad till his own fate was forgotten. 

" I am lost/' wrote the Earl, " my body is theirs, 
but my soul is God's. 

" God direct and prosper you in all your ways, and 
remember there was a person, whom you were content 
to call Master, that did very much value and esteem 
you, and carried to his death a great stock of his affec- 
tion for you, as for all your services, so for this your 
care towards me all this time of my trial and affliction. 
And, however it be my misfortune to be decried at 
j)resent, yet in more equal time, my friends, I tnist, 
sliall not be ashamed to mention tlieir love to the 
children, for their father's sake." 

But one duty now remained, — to answer tlie letter 
of Radcliffe. Once more, Lord Strafford took his pen 
in hand, and with these words to that foithful friend, 
he closed his work on earth : — 
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The Earl of Strafford to Sir George Radcliffe. i64i. 



" Dear George, 

" Many thanks I give you for the great comfort you 
give nie in this letter. All your desires are freely 
granted ; and God deliver you out of this wicked 
world according to the innocence that is in you. My 
brother George will come to you and show you such 
things as, in this short time, I could think of. Imper- 
fect they are, and therefore I wholly submit all to be 
ordered, as shall amongst you be thought most meet. 
And if the debts cannot other\vise be discharged, the 
lands in Kildare may be sold. 

The King saith, he will give all my estate to my 
son, sends me word so by my Lord Primate. God's 
goodness be ever amongst us all, this being the last I 
shall write. And so blessed Jesus receive my soul ! 

" I leave it to your care that are trusted, that if you 
find the estate will bear it, to raise the portions of my 
daughters according as was intended by my will" 

(No signature.) 



CHAPTER XVI. 



164L 



" Tis the morn, but dim and dark, 
Whither flies the silent lark ? 
Whither shrinks the clouded axm^ 
Is the day, indeed, begun ? 
Nature's eye is melancholy 
O'er the city." Byron. 

Long before the dawn gave the first sad signal of the 
approach of day the capital was awake. It was not 
merely the lowest and most brutal of the populace who 
streamed from every part towards the east. Men of 
refined character, high education and position, formed 
a part of the multitude assembled to glut their hungry 
gaze with the spectacle of death. Among those await- 
ing the sight, was John Evelyn, the high-bred gentle- 
man and suave scholar, friend and pupil of Jeremy 
Taylor. 

The previous excitement of so many weeks had 
worked the populace to a dangerous pitch, rendering 
necessary every precaution to control the spirit abroad 
that day. All peaceful occupations were suspended. 
The train-bands were under arms, and with the irregular 
clamour of the crowd, mingled at intervals the roll of 
drums and the clatter of the troops of cavalry who 
patrolled the streets. Without, all was tumult, while 
steadily the living tide kept surging towards the east. 
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But there were other scenes that morning. i64i. 

Westward of the city, now becoming fast deserted, 
SO early had the egress commenced, was a house 
shrouded from the daylight, and hiding within its 
walls a group whose wild despairs no earthly power 
could soften. 

Few seem to have thought of Lady StraflFord and 
her children that morning. None mention them. Yet, 
we need no record of history, no document stamped 
with authority, to tell us what their condition must 
have been. And never ought such deeds as that of 
this 12th of May, no matter how just we may think 
them, to be dwelt upon without a thought of their 
saddest accompaniments. 

In a room in the Tower overlooking the path to 
Tower Hill, sat the aged and trembling Laud. He 
was thinking of his last night's promise and trying to 
nerve himself for its fulfilment. And as we have not 
spared the poor old man our harshest condemnation 
for his past cruelties and follies, we can well afford our 
just sympathy and respect in this sad hour, when the 
highest feelings of his nature were called forth. The 
greatest man in the Long Parliament might have, at 
this time, regarded the Archbishop of Canterbury with 
reverence. All his own miseries, his wordly degrada- 
tion, his ruined fortune, the long imprisonment he had 
endured, the prospect of what was to come, — all these 
were forgotten in the present grief. For Laud, also, 
loved Strafford, loved him to the end. Again, amidst 
all his faults, let us acknowledge with due honour this 
noble virtue of faithfulness in Laud. In his character, 
too, we find a light shining out of the darkness. 
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1(541 And in the palace of Whitehall ? Who cannot see 
- the chief figure there, pacing restlessly the gorgeous 
apartments, now looking from the casement upon the 
river that comes rolling from the prison walls, as if to 
bear a message to him from the Tower, now shrinking 
back as his eye falls on the unwonted swarm of boats 
and barges ? If involuntarily in his confusion he turns 
to the opposite side of his palace, — with louder out- 
cries and by a denser crowd, he is still reminded of 
what they go to witness. 

that the day were at an end ! Perhaps, after 
all, fate may have been kind. Some means of escape 
may have been found. After all, the Parliament may 
have relented. They could do it so well. He had 
certainly done his best to persuade them. Why would 
they force him to sign the Bill ? For he was compelled 
to sign it. All must acknowledge that. No one could 
blame him. Even Strafford himself had released him. 
If any should ever doubt that — there was Strafford's 
own letter to prove it. And then he had a duty to 
his wife and children. They were always the first 
claim on any man. Besides, the country demanded 
the sacrifice. What miseries other Kings had brought 
on England by refusing to surrender their favourites. 
Think of Edward the Second and Piers Gaveston for 
instance. What more could he have done ? Even the 
judges and the bishops had told him he must yield. 

Only Juxon said '' No." If only he had listened to 
Juxon ! But he must silence that thought. For it 
was too late — ^too late. 

Long before the hour appointed, every conceivable 
space within view of Tower Hill was seized and 
occupied. Not less than a hundred thousand persons 
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of all ranks were gathered together in one vast and i64i. 
swaying sea of human . life. As the Lieutenant of 
the Tower beheld the immense concourse, and re- 
membered the riots of the last weeks, he feared lest 
even the soldiers should prove powerless against the 
multitude, and counselled the Earl to take his coach 
from the Tower to the scaffold, lest he should be torn 
in pieces by the way. 

But Strafford with calm and smiling scorn, 
replied : — 

" No, Master Lieutenant, I dare look death in the 
fece and, I hope, the people too. Have you a care 
that I do not escape, and I care not how I die, whether 
by the hand of the executioner, or the madness and 
fiiry of the people. If that may give them better 
content, it is all one to me." 

And now the hour had come for Lord Strafford to 
leave the Tower. As he drew near the window of 
Laud's prison, he raised his eyes anxiously. The 
Archbishop was not to be seen, and with an expres- 
sion of disappointment and astonishment, the Earl 
was passing on, when Laud, whose emotion alone had 
been the cause of his momentary delay, appeared. 

Then Strafford bowing his head reverently, almost 
to the earth, supplicated : 

** My Lord, your prayers and your blessing." 
The Archbishop raised his hands in the form of 
benediction and vainly strove to speak. 

Mighty is the power of affection. Wonderful the 
beauty of its holiness ! It dilated the soul of Laud, 
and from the hitherto apparently fit object of cold 
ridicule and pitiful contempt, it transformed him into 
a being glorified with such poetry as could transfix the 
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IS4L imagxnatioii of a great artist, and lire for ever on the 
canTass of Paul De-Ia-Roche. 

Agam, the old man struggled with the intensity of 
hk teefings and in Tain. Strafford understood him, 
bfit he coald not stay. Perhaps it was better — ^with 
what was awaiting him ; he must not be unmanned 
Once more, he bowe^l his head and saying : — 

*^ Farewell, my Lord, God protect your innocence," 
moTed en — while Laud fell senseless into the arms of 
his attendants. 

An«l now thev arrived in full view of that ferocious 
and tremendous multitude, that had so awakened the 
apprehension of the Lieutenant of the Tower. But 
whither had vanished all dieir rage ? 

As Lord Strafford appeared, dressed in the same 
deep mourning that he had worn since his misfortunes, 
divested of all outward sisn of his rank and office, 
except his Greorge, a deep silence fell on all the crowd 
The native diimirv* of his form and face he could not 
lay aside. Xow that to it was added the deep solenmity 
of the shadow of death that overhung him, and the 
expression of high conmiand which was the necessary 
result of the terrible resolution he had brousrht to bear 
upon his feelings for he had to rule the pains of the 
body as well as of the mind\. all these blent together 
gave him the air not of a prisoner approaching the 
scaffold, but of a general marching to victory. Not a 
angle word of insult was heard, nor sign of ribaldry 
from all that vast assemblage. The enormous masses 
of all that was lowest and most brutal in London were 
subdued and stilL With jsrave courtesv, the earl raised 
his hat, and saluted, with the grace of a native gentle- 
man, the people on either side. 
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At the scaffold, waiting to sustain him and receive i64i. 
his farewell, were his favourite brother, Sir George 
Wentworth, the Earl of Cleveland, his brother-in-law 
(brother of his first wife) ; the Archbishop of Armagh, 
"a minister," probably his domestic chaplain, and 
others of his friends. 

When he had ascended the scaffold, he at once 
began to take leave of his friends, when his brother 
George burst into uncontrollable and excessive weep- 
ing. Then Lord Strafford leaving the rest, at once 
went to him, saying tenderly : ** Brother, what do you 
see in me to deserve these tears ? Doth any indecent 
fear betray in me a guilt, or my innocent boldness any 
atheism? Never did I throw off my clothes with 
greater freedom and content than in this preparation 
to my grave. That stock," pointing to the block, " must 
be my pillow ; there shall I rest from all my labours. 
No thought of envy, no dreams of treason, jealousies 
or cares for the King, the State, or myself, shall inter- 
rupt this easy sleep. Therefore, brother, with me, pity 
those who, beside their intention, have made me happy. 
Rejoice in my innocence." 

He next addressed the people, protesting his inno- 
cence of High Treason, and his stedfast adherence to 
the Protestant faith. 

Now came the long farewell to all his friends ; each, 
in turn, clasping his hand before joining with him in 
the last petition to heaven. Then all knelt, and with 
manly simplicity they gave their reverent testimony to 
that inspired instinct deep in the human soul, which in 
all generations has led man in his last hour to one 
eternal refuge. 
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When the little group had together 
" Lord's prayer, they arose, and Strafford ( 
his brother George. Though the eldest, 
the family, and not sparing his time or 1 
the advautage of his brother and sisters, I 
had never abused his superior position ti 
never in return for hia boundless gener 
servihty or inspired the weaker membe 
To part with tliis dearly beloved elder br 
much i'ur poor George. Though a str 
proaching the ago of forty, he sobbed lik 

When Lord Strafford had succeeding in 
he said : — 

" Brother, we must part. Rememlx 
sister and to my wife, and carry my bl 
son, and charge him from me that he 
continue an obedient son of the Churct 
and that he approve himself a faithfiil i 
King, and tell him that he should not ha' 
grudge or revenge towards any concemi 
bid him beware to meddle not with chiir 
that will prove a moth and canker to hin: 
And wish him to content himself to be a 
country, as a justice of peace in his coun 
at higher preferments. 

" Carry my blessing also to my daughtf 
Arabella. Charge them to fear and serv) 
will bless them ; not forgetting my littl 
knows neither good nor evil, and cam 
itself. God speak for it, and bless it. 

" I have nigh done. One stroke will 
hnsbandless, my dear children fatherless, 
servants niasterless, and separate me i 



THE LIFE OF THOMAS WENTWORTH. 413 

brother and all my friends. But let God be to them i64i. 
all in all." 

Then, still with a view to the feelings of George, as 
le began to disrobe, he said : — 

" I thank God I am no more afraid of death, nor 
daunted with any discouragements arising from any 
fears, but do as cheerfully put off my doublet at this 
time as ever I did when I went to bed." 

Not seeing the executioner, he said : — 

" Where is the man that shall do this last oflSce? 
Call him to me." 

The man came and asked his forgiveness. Lord 
Strafford told him he freely forgave him and all the 
world. Once more the Archbishop of Armagh and the 
chaplain joined with him in prayer ; then rising, he 
whispered a few words to the chaplain, who clasped 
both his upraised hands between his own, as if in 
faithful assurance of the fulfilment of a last request. 
The Lord Strafford knelt, and in a few minutes himself 
gave the signal of death. 

A moment ! — — and life's fitful fever was over for 
him. Nothing could touch him further. 

His remains were spared the indignities too often 
in that ferocious age inflicted on the body of one who 
had suffered death for High Treason. As a rule, the 
beheaded corpse of a peer of the realm was exempt 
from further insult. 

The bodv of Lord Strafford was not deprived of the 
funeral honours due to his rank. It was first embalmed 
and then carried to Yorkshire, where it rests with those 
of his ancestors, in the church of Wentworth- Wood- 
house. 

The Earl left a widow and four children ; William, 
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1G41. who eventually succeeded to his title ; Ann, Arabella, 
and Margaret, the last a baby at the time of his death. 
She alone, of the four, never married, but lived with 
her widowed mother in close retirement in Yorkshire. 
The Parliament fulfilled the promise made concern- 
ing these children. Soon after their father's death his 
estates were all restored to them, and in the reign of 
Charles 11. the attainder was blotted out and tlie 
family restored m blood. 



THE END. 
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Tk..ll...1'K, Anlliur of " il;iii h the Heir," "Can You I'orgivc Her'.' " &..-. 

42. 1'1IK VKLLOW V\.\i\, Bv Edminp Yatms, Author 

of '• l:r. ken t.. jlain. ..." *♦ A Waitin- U.u:e," " T.lack .Sheoi.," iVt. 

13. XKLLII/S .MKMoIMES: a J)oMr.sTK- Sroiiv. By Rosa 

JS't.'itnKTTK Caui.y. 

U. MC'IiJaiV'S MASI'KB: ani> oniiiii Stoihls. Bv the 

Author (.1^ "I....M .<|r :.Ia:rMn-I.ei..!," " Raind Dead," »'Ce..'ir.s Trvat*" *'A 
Wiiiinir.s Ven^-'eaiue." 

45. HOMK, SUKET JI():\Ii:. Bv Mrs. J. H. Bildkli., 

Aufh.r of "(.icoue (itith," "Tio :^lu.h Ah-ne," •'City and SiUmiH-." 

4.:). THK EAIIL'S rrt():\nsK. Wx Mrs. J. JL Rii.Di-Li.. 

Anth(.r of *• Teo Mueh Alone," *• (n-m-e (ieith." 

Mkuj nho be /<«(/, h(md»omilij hound in cloth ffilt, price 2*. Gtl each. 
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